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Read Mark 14:22-25 
This is the Word of the LORD 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
These are familiar words to us. We know that this was Jesus’ establishing the Lord’s supper. 
Jesus took the Passover meal with which the disciples were familiar, and re-purposed – re-
newed and re-defined into the communion meal that we would – under ordinary circumstances 
– be sharing together here in the sanctuary.  
 
Maundy Thursday is a hard night. It is a hard night because – while we know it is good news – 
we know what it meant for Jesus to say these things. It must have been a hard night for Jesus, 
too. Even though he had come for this hour – and he had, as we read in the gospel of John 
where Jesus said, “What should I say – ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour.’”  Even though he had come for this hour, he knew what that 
hour would entail. He knew of his impending arrest, trial, torture, scorn, abuse, and crucifixion. 
He knew and yet he knew why it was necessary. 
 
Maundy Thursday is a hard night because we, too, know why it was necessary. Friends, let’s not 
kid ourselves as I stand at this table. We are here because we are sinners. We are here because 
we have not lived our lives in the ways God has created us to live, has commanded us to live, or 
called us to live. Let’s not pretend as if we would have been good but for some deficiency we 
lacked that is not our fault. Everyone watching this video tonight knows – you and I know 
without a shadow of a doubt – that we are sinners. We have acted selfishly. We have acted 
hatefully. We have acted out against one another: out of jealousy, out of spite, out of rage, 
…well, you get the point. We are sinners. We will not be able to stand before a righteous judge 
on our own merits and we know it. We wish it were not so, but we know it is so. We know it 
and Jesus knew it. That was why this table and Jesus’ obedient walk to the cross was necessary. 
I made it necessary. You made it necessary. Together, we made it necessary.  
 
This Maundy Thursday is a hard night because we cannot be together. Without being 
melodramatic about it, this is a time when we should be together because we need each other. 
Jesus has given us to one another for strength, encouragement, and protection. But what we 
see and what we are experiencing is the reality that the world is not as it should be; it has yet to 
be made perfect, and we are in the midst of creation groaning and yearning for the revealing of 
the children of God. We feel our separation from one another and it matters.  
 
Maundy Thursday is a hard night.  
 



Maundy Thursday also was a powerful night. Things were not as they were supposed to be 
that night. Israel was under the thumb of Rome. The religious authorities and the Jewish 
political leaders were all out to get Jesus. In the midst of all the brokenness, Jesus delivered a 
message of hope as he looked forward. He was declaring what was happening. He had told his 
disciples – on multiple occasions throughout the second half of Mark’s gospel – about what 
would happen. He was telling the disciples that he was going to be victorious, despite what they 
were going to see and experience. He was telling the disciples that he was going to go through 
all they feared most: betrayal, rejection, torture and death. He was telling the disciples that he 
was going to go through things they would not understand – until later. He was going to go 
through all those things for them. Maundy Thursday was a night of hope. 
 
In the midst of darkness, he was proclaiming that he was the light.  
 
Maundy Thursday is a powerful night. Friends, as we are in the midst of this time of chaos and 
uncertainty, we need to know that the same message of hope applies to us. We can look 
forward in expectation and hope for the victory promised – despite how things look when we 
view our circumstances. Jesus went through all the things we fear most – went through them 
and was victorious. He went through all those things for us: for you, for me, for us. Maundy 
Thursday is a night of hope.  
 
The Apostle Paul wants us to see this truth when he wrote to the Romans, “In hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” The writer of Hebrews declared, “Faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
 
A lot of people look at this night and see the hardship, suffering and injustice Jesus suffered. All 
of that is true; but it is not the whole story. We have to see that Jesus submitted himself in 
hope. Jesus submitted to his Passion willingly. He submitted himself to all of this intentionally. 
He submitted to it so that we would not have to; and he submitted to it in order to go through 
it for us.  
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it and said, 
“This is…” 
 
 
 
Understand, brothers and sisters in Christ, that this meal is a victory celebration. It is a victory 
celebration that provides us with the hope that we will get through the days we face right now.  
 
Amen. 


