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Boy.  What a dirty rotten virus (I won’t even 

mention its name!).  As I began to put this 

newsletter together I had to dwell on all the 

things we have missed these last few months:  

Easter Egg Hunt, Image Bearer completion and 

celebration, the kids singing and just being   
together.  It made me sad.  One thing my parents 

taught me is that there isn’t a thing that can 

be done about what has past.  We must move 

towards the future.  What does the summer 

look like for Children’s Ministry?  Open up 

this newsletter and find out.  It’s what we can 

hope and pray for.  

I hope that your child will join us but we also 

want you to not feel any pressure to allow 

them to attend any events that we provide - 

you are in charge.  They won’t hear about the 

events unless you tell them - that would help 

keep their disappointment down. We will do 

everything in our power to keep things as safe 

as possible.   

In order to do this, we are going to limit our 

events to church member children only (for 

now). More details will be coming ahead of each 

event!      

I love you all!      

       - Lauren 



A child that has had a fever the last 48 
hours, has a cough or runny nose should 
not be brought to church.  I will enforce 
this very strictly from now on.  So sorry 
for the frustration but I have a responsi-
bility to protect the health of all of those 
in attendance.  If in doubt of whether you 

should come, you probably shouldn’t.  

  

When will our nursery services  
return during worship?   

We don’t know right now.  The church will be 
watching the health trends and recommendations 
from the CDC as the summer continues.  We will let 
you know as soon as the status changes.  Until then 
remember our children are ALWAYS welcome in 
our worship services.  Let’s prepare our hearts and 

minds for some of the things we might face as we put these kids back into that routine: 

Separation Anxiety  

 
All the work that the parents and teachers did to help your kiddos transition from parents to the baby nursery, 
from the baby nursery to the toddler nursery and from the toddler nursery to worship will probably have 
vanished by the time we return to worship.  Bummer!  It is my prayer that our littles will remember this place 
as a safe place and will happily return to their classrooms whenever it is safely allowed.  But I PROMISE 
you, Moms and Dads, that no matter what, we will work with you to help them begin the transition processes 
all over again. 
 
Most toddlers experience separation anxiety at some point and most will outgrow that phase. When you drop 
your child off, consistently reassure your little one that you will be back.  Over years of experience, what 
works best is a quick kiss on the head (hugs tend to allow them the ability to grab and cling) and walking out 
the door with a smile and a wave.  This lets your kiddo know that you trust the people you have left them 
with and that you will return.  Sneaking out can sometimes make anxiety worse and make the child to feel 
like they have been tricked.  
 
Be calm and patient.  Confirm their fears (“I will miss you too but I’ll be back in just a little while.”).  Don’t 
drag out the drama, turn and leave, trusting that if they do not stop crying within five minutes, you will be 
paged.  If it makes you feel better, send a text to the nursery volunteer (or myself) and check in on their    
status.  We can easily send a picture or video. 
 
Most importantly, remember that we are in this together, and a well adjusted child is the goal of all of us.  I 
am a parent.  I’ve watched my kiddo cry for me as I have left them.  It’s not easy but it’s worth it when they 
learn to transition and find their independence growing in a healthy way.  



“But let all who take refuge in You rejoice;  
let them ever sing for joy,  

and spread Your protection over them,  
that those who love Your name may exult in You.”  - 

Psalm 5:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alright!  What you have all been waiting for!   

On the next page you will find the two summer events that we have been given the green light 
to accomplish.   

How will we do this safely?   

We will be following the guidelines for Day Camps from the CDC.   

To sum them up for you: 

1) Parents are not allowed to walk their child in - so unless you are an official volunteer, you 
will need to remain in your car as you drop off and pick up your child.  We will provide 
more information on this process before each event.  

2) No field trips.  Bummer.  I have left our Son Ridge Ranch trip on the schedule for July 29th 
on the off chance that this might change.   

3) 6 feet distance should be reserved as much as possible.   We will do this by keeping our 
events to just our “in house” kiddos as well as marking spaces for them to sit/stand and  
participate.  

4) Washing hands is a must!  They will sanitize when they walk in the door and when they  
exit, as well as throughout the day.  

5) We will NOT be serving snacks.  This is a little sad for us because we enjoy it so much but 
it will help to decrease the chance that they might ingest Covid-19.  We WILL provide 
small bottles of water that have been pre-sanitized for when they get thirsty.  

6) Masks are recommended but not required.  Use your best judgement with your child’s abil-
ity to wear one and your families’ needs.  

7) The morning prior to each arrival, you will receive a “check in” email to make sure that 
your child is good to go as far as attending.  If they (or anyone in their family) has had a 
temperature above 100 within the last 48 hours, if they (or anyone in their family) has had 
an upset stomach (either direction) or a cough/runny nose - I ask that you decline to let 
them attend.  If we have suspicions upon their arrival that they are not feeling good, we will 
isolate and pray with them and call you to come pick them up immediately.  

8) We ask that you have a long conversation with your child before they come, reminding 
them the importance of not getting too close to anyone other than their sibling. We will do 
our best and trust God with it all!  

9) We will have germ education posters up as well as take the time before each event to re-
mind the children why it’s important to love others through protection.  



TWO SUMMERTIME EVENTS! 

 
 

Wednesday Evening Program:   

Mystery Island!  

June 24, July 1, July 8, July 15, July 22 
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

For children entering Kindergarten - 6th Grade 

Preregistration will be REQUIRED.  I will send a link for this by email and to 
our Children’s Ministry Facebook page so please make sure I have your infor-
mation at one of  those two places. I will also send a text message through the 
Remind App.  

There will not be a snack provided at this event but I will have bottles of  water 
that have been pre-sanitized for them on the playground.  Drop off  will be under 
the rain awning (where we usually pick up after Image Bearers) and pick up will 
be on the playground, weather permitting.  

 Our special “In House” 

 Vacation Bible School 
  August 3-6        6:30 - 8:00 PM   

Pre-registration will be required for this  
event. The link will come within the next 
few weeks.  Things will certainly be different but we believe we can still have a 
good time even with our limited numbers and changed schedule to accommodate 
our social distancing needs!  Your child will have a GREAT time!  We “may” 
have room for a few close friends. More info coming in the next newsletter!   



 
 

Introducing little miss Lexi Robinson  

to our Children’s Ministry!   

Lexi was born to Will & Sarah Robinson  

on April 26th.  She shares a birthday  

with her big brother, Liam.  

Proud Grandparents:  Bill & Freida Robinson 

Proud Aunt/Uncle:   

Mason & Anna Friesenhahn 

Proud Cousin:  Aiden Friesenhahn 

Teach Children to Respect “No” 

Olivia picked up many words when she was learning 
to speak.  One of her first phrases was “I do it my-
self”.  She is still very much that kid (no idea where 
she gets that from (sheepish blinking)). Jake, on the 
other hand, picked up “no” very quickly.  Mostly  
because he had it said to him much more than his 
sister did.  He’s just that kind of kid. They are all 

made differently.  When he picked up “no” at an early age, I realized it was because that is 
about all I was saying to him.  I knew it was time to change things around.  My Mom encour-
aged me to use discipline carefully (we spanked for danger or direct defiance only).  Danger 
was easy to recognize but not so much the “direct defiance” thing because that seemed to be all 
Jake knew how to do (don’t know where he got that from either!!!).   

I needed to apply some of my professional training into my own home.  I began to reserve the 
word “no” for the most important things.  This meant that I had to change from commands to 
choices. Not in ALL things.  Somethings deserve and require a very firm “NO”.  Instead of 
telling Jake to take a bath, I altered it to: “Would you like to jump in the bathtub or the shower?”  
I gave him the ability to learn to make choices without disobeying my will for him.  If you do 
this, you must stand firm on the options.  If “no” is still chosen by the child, a firm, “I’ll ask 
you one more time and then I am going to make the choice for you.” would be helpful.  Then 
when it was super important to use my “no”, the word wasn’t as familiar to him and he listened 
more quickly.  Kids learn to tune out “no” too quickly if it isn’t used for the important things 
and enforced.  As in all things with children, you must back up your talk or they won’t walk 
the walk.   

So Jake is a teen now.  He doesn’t always make the choices I want him to.  If you asked my 
Momma she would tell you the same thing about me and I am in my 40’s.  But we all have to 
learn to make choices, and that process can start very early on in a child’s life.  Making good 
choices is one of the best things we can teach our children - other than the fact that to love and 
obey God is a wonderful thing.  


