
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
DECEMBER 24 

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

LUKE 2:10-11 



Preparation Hymn: COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788); Music: Rowland H. Prichard (1811-1887), Public Domain 



WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER 

THE FIRST READING | GENESIS 3:1-15 

THE PROMISED SON WILL BRUISE SATAN’S HEAD 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You 
shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent, 
"We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 'You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not 
surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was 
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths.  

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to 
the man and said to him, "Where are you?" And he said, "I heard the sound 
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself." 
He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 
woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  

The Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are 
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you 
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." 



JOY TO THE WORLD 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748);
Music: George Frederick Handel (1685-1759), arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), Public Domain 



THE SECOND READING | 2 SAMUEL 7:12-14, LUKE 1:26-38 

THE PROMISED SON WILL REIGN ON DAVID’S THRONE 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, 
I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary.  And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!"  

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  

And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?"  And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy – the Son of 
God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God."  

And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 



WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
 

Words: William C. Dix (1837-1898); 
Music: Trad. English Melody, 16th c.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901), Public Domain 



THE THIRD READING | ISAIAH 7:14, MATTHEW 1:18-23

THE PROMISED SON IS IMMANUEL, GOD WITH US 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 



O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

Words: Latin Hymn; tr. v. 1, 2, John Mason Neale (1818-1866), tr. v. 3, 4 Henry Sloane Coffin (1877-1954) 
Music: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), Public Domain 



THE FOURTH READING | MICAH 5:2-5, LUKE 2:1-7 

THE PROMISED SON IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
Who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
From you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
Whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up  
Until the time when she who is in labor has given birth;  
Then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
In the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  

And they shall dwell secure,  
For now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace.  

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each 
to his own town.  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, 
to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child.  

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 



O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893); Music: Lewis Redner, 1831-1908, Public Domain 



THE FIFTH READING | LUKE 2:8-20 

THE PROMISED SON IS THE CELEBRATED SAVIOR 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with fear.  

And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!"  

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us." And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 
told them.  

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 



HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. George Whitefield (1714-1770) 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); arr. William H. Cummings (1831-1915), Public Domain 



MESSAGE | DAVID FULLERTON 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a 
just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth 
to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 



SILENT NIGHT 

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. st. 1,3, John Freeman Young (1820-1885); tr. st. 2,4, Anonymous 
Music: Franz Gruber (1787-1863), Public Domain 



BENEDICTION | DAVID FULLERTON

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND PREPARATION 

After the benediction, please spend the next few moments silently reflecting 
on our time together this evening.   



FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

WHO IS JESUS?  | Our greatest prayer for you is that you would come to 
know Jesus. Though we have all rebelled against God, He sent Jesus, His only 
Son, into our broken world. Through Jesus’s obedient life, sacrificial death, 
and victorious resurrection, sinners can be forgiven and reconciled to God 
through turning from our sins and trusting in Him.  

If you are interested in learning more about Jesus, who was born to bring redemption for 
all who believe in Him, here are some suggestions: 

READ | The Bible is God’s message of salvation to us. If you do not own a 
Bible, you are welcome to take one of the copies provided in the pews as our 
gift to you. The book of John is a good place to begin. It explains who Jesus 
is, provides an account of his life, death and resurrection, and what it means 
to believe in him. Pray that God would give you understanding as you study. 

CONNECT | Speak with one of the members of FBC. We would be happy to 
talk with you more about Jesus.  

ATTEND | Continue attending the regular services of our church, in which 
we endeavor to explain the good news of Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection for 
the forgiveness of all who trust in him. As you attend, speak to others about 
any questions you might have. Service times are listed below. 

Sunday School Classes - 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Service - 10:45am 

Wednesday Night Zoom Prayer - 6:30pm 

David Fullerton – Pastor 

5912 Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703) 971-4475 | office@franconiabaptist.org

Learn more about us and hear FBC sermons 
on our website - www.franconiabaptist.org




