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I: Jesus Testimony to His own Deity: 

Was Jesus aware that He is God or this is something that His disciples claimed for Him?  

In this section of this paper; I want to examine some of Jesus words to see who exactly 

did he claim himself to be.  

Chapter 1:  Jesusí claims of equality with the Father: 

Jesus never said, ìI am God.î But He wasnít shy to claim equality with His Father 

many times. In this chapter we will examine many of His claims that He made. Claims in 

which He said that He is equal with the Father, that He has His attributes, does His 

works, and that He is worthy of equal honor.   

1- I and My Father are one:  

In John 10: 22-39, we read an interesting dialogue between Jesus and the Jews. We will 

examine first v22-30, and then we will examine v31-36.  

A. Verses 22-30.  

 ìNow it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. 23And Jesus 

walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch. 24Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to 

Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."  

25Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My 

Father's name, they bear witness of Me. 26But you do not believe, because you are not of 

My sheep, as I said to you.27My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me. 28And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 
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snatch them out of My hand. 29My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 

and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30I and My Father are one." 

In his answer to the Jews Jesus claimed total equality with the Father in many ways: 

1- Jesus called those who fellow him ìMy sheepî v 26, 27. By saying that 

Jesus claimed that he is equal to YHWH who called his people ìMy sheepî 

in Ezek. 14:11 ì For thus says the lord God ëIndeed I myself will search for 

my sheep and search them outíî (also compare Ezek. 14:12; 34:6)  

2- Jesus said that he ìknowî his sheep v27, that can be compared with what 

YHWH had told Moses in Ex.33: 17 ìSo the LORD said to Moses, "I will 

also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My 

sight, and I know you by nameî (Cf. also Jer.12:3)  

3- Jesus also said that he is the eternal life giver to his sheep ìI give them 

eternal lifeî. By saying that Jesus claimed that He is equal with God the 

Father who is the only source of the eternal life. John said later ìand this is 

the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Sonî 

1 John 5:11. 

4- Jesus also said that he is the keeper of his sheep since ìno one can snatch 

them out of his hand.î That means in Him man can find eternal security and 

safety. Then Jesus said that the Father ìwho has given them to Me, is greater 

than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.î Jesus 

was saying that He and the Father have equal and active rules so ìno one 

can snatch the sheep.î Then Jesus concluded His argument with the Jews, ìI 

and the Father are oneî   
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Those who donít believe in the deity of Christ argue that the word ìoneî is Greek 

is hen (e[n) which indicate that Jesus is one with his Father only in the purpose. They 

argue that the same Greek word ìhenî was also mentioned in 1 Cor. 3:6-8 ì6I planted, 

Apollos watered, Ö he who plants and he who waters are one ëhení.î The word ìoneî 

here means that Paul and Apollos are ìoneî in the purpose of growing Godís kingdom. 

 Also in John 17:11 Jesus prayed for his disciples ìÖthey may be one hen (e]n) as 

We are.î (Cf. v21-23).  Jesusí prayer was that his disciples would be in perfect unity in as 

much as He and the Father are in perfect unity. So we should understand John 10:30 that 

Jesus is one in the purpose not in the essence with the Father.  

To reply: The word hen ( e[n) in Greek is the neuter form of Heis (ei-j) which 

means numerically one. The neuter form was necessary. Jesus is not saying that He and 

the Father is a single person.1 In other words by saying that he is ìoneî with the Father, 

Jesus didnít claim that ìHe is the Fatherî because he is distinct from Him. It is probably 

true that when Jesus claimed that He is one with the Father, He meant that He is one with 

him in the purpose. This purpose in our passage is giving eternal life to the sheep and 

keeping them from snatching.  Jesus said that no one is able to snatch the sheep ìout of 

his handî in as much as no one is able to snatch them ìout of his Fatherís hand.î By 

saying that He is ìone with the Fatherî in the purpose and the action of keeping the 

sheep, Jesus is not claiming anything less than total equality with the Father. Jesus 

ascribed to Himself an equal and active role in keeping the sheep alongside God 

Almighty. There is no created being who can ever claim that is working alongside the 

                                                
1 Richard Bauckham, Monotheism and Christology in the Gospel of John, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005) 
An article in ìContours of Christology in the New Testament,î Richard N. Longenecker ed., 163 
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Almighty God in giving ìthe sheepî eternal life and preserve them as we see in our 

passage.   

But didnít Paul say that he is ìworking together with Godî 2 Cor. 6:1. Shouldnít 

we understand Jesus claim in John 10:30 that he is one with the Father in a metaphoric 

way as 2 Cor. 6:1? 

To reply: No; There a difference between these two scriptures contexts. Before 

Paul said that he is ìworking with God,î he explained in 2 Cor. 5:17-22 that ìall these 

things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliationÖTherefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God is 

making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.î 

Therefore the Context of 2 Cor. 6:1 makes it clear that ìworking with Godî is a 

metaphor. While in John 10:30 before Jesus said that he is ìone with the Fatherî he 

claimed a fourfold equality with Him (v25-30) as we have seen.  

B. Verses 31-36: 

 ì31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 32Jesus answered them, 

"Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you 

stone Me?" 33The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good work we do not stone You, 

but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God. 34Jesus answered 

them, "Is it not written in your law, "I said, "You are gods"'? 35If He called them gods, to 

whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36do you say of Him 

whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, "You are blaspheming,' because I 

said, "I am the Son of God'? 37If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 

38but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and 
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believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him." 39Therefore they sought again to seize 

Him, but He escaped out of their handî 

 In v 34 Jesus quoted Psalm 82:6 where Asaph said about the judges who represent 

God ìI said, 'You are godsí; you are all sons of the Most High.î Then Jesus argued that if 

the Judges were called gods, then He rightly called himself the Son of God.  

In their magazine, Should you believe in the Trinity, Jehovah Witnesses argue that 

Jesus in his answer to the Jews denied that he is God. They wrote ìright in the context of 

the verses after John 10:30, Jesus forcefully argued that his words were not to claim to be 

God. He asked the Jews who wrongly drew the conclusion and wanted to stone him: 

ìwhy do you charge me with blasphemy because I, consecrated and sent to the world by 

the Father, said, ëI am Godís Soní?î (John 10:31-36 NE) No, Jesus claimed that he was, 

not God the Son, but the Son of Godî2 

  Two major objections stand in the way of understand Jesusí answer that he 

is denying being God, and that he is only claiming that he the ìSon of Godî: 

1- Jesus in his answer emphasized his equality with the Father. Jesus demanded 

them to believe His claim that he is equal with the Father simply because ìÖHe 

does the Fatherís worksÖî v 37-38 which no one can do unless he is equal with 

the Father. Jesus emphasized his oneness and equality with the Father by saying 

ìÖthe Father is in Me, and I in Himî v 38. Such a statement that no creation can 

make. It would make no sense if Jesus was trying to clarify the misunderstanding 

of his hearers, that he claimed to be God, yet in his answer he emphasizes his 

equality with the Father because he does his exact works and because he is in the 

Father and the Father is in him.  
                                                
2 Should you believe in the Trinity?  A magazine, Watchtower pub. (Brooklyn, NY), 24 
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2- The response of his hearers: The Jews because of his answer ìTherefore they 

sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out of their handî v 39. When Jesus 

claimed equality with the Father, The Jews tried to stone Him v 31. And after his 

answer to their ìaccusationî that He is God, they tried ìagainî to seize him. One 

must ask why, if Jesus denied his equality with God, would the Jews try to kill 

him ìagainî? The response of the Jews indicates that they understood the 

argument of Jesus as he is still claiming full deity. 

But if Jesus wasnít trying to deny equality with the Father in His answer, why then he 

didnít say in v 36 ìdo you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 

"You are blaspheming,' because I said, "I am God'?î 

 To reply: we should notice that in the previous passage of John 10:25-30, Jesus 

never said ìI am God.î But he claimed that he is the ìSon of Godî when he called God 

ìMy Father.î So in v 36 by saying that He in the Son of God, Jesus is emphasizing the 

very reason that made the Jews to accuse Him that though ìbeing a Man, make Himself 

Godî. In v 25-30 Jesus called God the Father ìHis Fatherî four times and that what made 

the Jews mad and wanted to stone him v31. Because by saying that God is ìHis Fatherî, 

the Jews understood that as a claim of absolute deity. So Jesus in His answer v34-38 

emphasized that one more time in v36. 

 It is not difficult to explain why Jesus moved from ìgodsî to ìSon of Godî within 

the argument. ìSon of Godî was probably publicly proclaimed (because he referred to 

God as ëMy Fatherí in the context) and would have been what the Jews meant by the 

charge (see John 19:7). Thus there was no equivocation semantically; his enemies didnít 

contest the change as being different from what they meant. Even Further, the term was 
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ideal for Jesus to describe precisely his relationship with the Father. He is distinct from 

him, yet he is ìOne withî him. Jesus didnít say ìI am Godî, but was more precise about 

his relationship with the Father.3  

 The anarthrous (without the definite article) use of ìSonî in Greek ìui`o.j tou/ qeou/ 

eivmiî ìI am the Son of Godî is also not a convincing argument that Jesus placed himself 

(by the absence of the article) below the judges of Psalm 82. Because the Jews 

themselves regarded the anarthrous claim to be blasphemous in John 19:7 ìhe Jews 

answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He 

made Himself the Son of God ëuìo.n qeou/í.î Also ìSon of Godî in John 10:36 could be a 

good example of Colwellís rule where the definite preverbal predicate nominative lacks 

the article if the context requires definition. The rule can be applied here because the 

word ìSonî is in a genitive construction ìSon of Godî4 

Jesus then in (John 10:25-39) claimed absolute equality with the Father; yet we 

shouldnít overlook that He also emphasized His subordination to the Father. He does 

things in his Fatherís name v25, the Father gave him the sheep v29, and the Father has 

sanctified and sent him v36.  

2- My Father is working until now; and I myself am working:  

In John Chapter 5, we read this interesting story about a paralytic man who had an 

ìinfirmity for thirty-eight yearsî v5, whom Jesus healed on a Sabbath. Because Jesus 

healed him on the Sabbath, we read in v 16 ì For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, 

and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath.î Jesus 

answered them, ìMy Father is working until now; and I myself am working.î v17 

                                                
3 W. Gary Phillips, An apologetic study of John 10:34-46, Bibliotheca sacra (oct/dec 1989), 414-415 
4 Ibid, 415 
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How did the Jews understand Jesus answer? ìTherefore the Jews sought all the more 

to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His 

Father, making Himself equal with Godî v18 

The Jew knew that the everlasting God ìneither rests nor is wearyî.  They knew that 
if God will take a rest, the whole universe would collapse. They knew that He rested 
on the Sabbath from his creative work; however, He never rests from His sustaining 
work. So when they heard Jesus proclaiming that He is the lord of the Sabbath and 
that He is working in like manner as the Father in heaven. They knew that he is 
claiming that He is equal with God in two ways: first; He is working the restless 
sustaining work as the Father. Second; He called God, His Father, making himself 
equal to God. v185 

Once again we see that Jehovah witness in their magazine, should you believe in 

the Trinity, argue that Jesus denied equality with God, and that He ìdefended himself 

against this false charge in the very next verse (19): ìto this accusation Jesus replied: ëthe 

Son can do nothing by himself; He can do only what he sees the Father is doingí by this 

Jesus showed the Jews that He was not equal to God and therefore can not act on his own 

initiative. Can we imagine someone equal to Almighty God saying that He could ëdo 

nothing by himselfí (compare Daniel 4:34, 35 that God Almighty ëÖHe does according 

to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can 

restrain His hand or say to Him, What have you done?í) Interestingly; the context of both 

John 5:18 and 10:30 shows that Jesus defended himself against false charges from the 

Jews who, like the Trinitarians, were drawing wrong conclusions6î 

To reply: we need to take a look on Jesus answer to the Jews v19-47 particularly v19-23 

to see if Jesus was denying equality with the Father or if He was confirming it.  

 ì19Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son 

                                                
5 H. P.  Liddon, The divinity of our lord, 12th ed., (London:  Rivingtons Waterloo Place, 1888), 183 
6 Should you believe in the Trinity? 24-25 
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also does in like manner. 20For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that 

He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel. 

21For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to 

whom He will. 22For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 

23that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the 

Son does not honor the Father who sent Himî 

We see from His answer that Jesus never denied equality with the Father; on the other 

hand Jesus emphasized his equality with the Father in many ways: 

1- In works ìÖwhatever the Father does, The Son also does in like mannerî v19c 

2- In Raising the dead and in giving Life ìas the Father raises the dead and gives life 

to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He willî v21 

Jesus, also, emphasizes that later on that He is the one who raising the dead in 

John 6:40 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the 

Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the 

last day." Yet quickening the dead is a special attribute of God. ìNow, see that I, 

even I, am He, and there is no God besides me; I kill and I make aliveÖî 

Deut.32: 39. (cf. 1 Sam.2:6).7  

3- In Judgment ìFor the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 

SonÖîv22. Yet we read in the scriptures that it is God who will Judge.  Deut. 

32:35-36 ìÖvengeance is mineÖfor the LORD will judge His peopleÖî and 

Heb.10: 31 ìit is a fearful thing to fall in the hand of the living God.î  

4- In Honor ìall should honor the Son just as they honor the FatherÖî v23. 

                                                
7 Liddon, 182 
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Jesus here claimed equality with the Father by demanding equal honor from man 

ìjust as they honor the Fatherî 

But why did Jesus then say in v 19 that ìÖthe Son can do nothing of HimselfÖî? 

Let us examine v 19 carefully, Jesus said 

ìThe Son can do nothing of Himself (a), but what He sees the Father do (b); for whatever 

He does, the Son also does in like manner(c)î 

If Jesus is saying that He is not equal to the Father in v19a, then He is 

contradicting himself because He also said that ìwhateverî the Father does, He does ìin 

like mannerî in v19c. In 19a Jesus wasnít denying equality with the Father, rather He 

was denying independency from him8.  That is why Jesus in v19b, c said ìÖbut what He 

sees the Father do for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner Öî 

Jesus equality with the Father doesnít mean that each can ìact on his own 

initiative.î To say the Son is equal with the Father means that the Son is able do whatever 

the Father can do yet both are working in perfect harmony. 

For example, we read in 2 Tim.2: 13 that God ìÖremains faithful; He cannot 

deny Himselfî Does this mean that God doesnít have the ability to be unfaithful to his 

promises? Not at all, however, God is too righteous to be unfaithful to his promises. And 

because he is righteous ìÖHe cannot deny Himself.î In the same manner ìthe Son can 

do nothing of himselfî because he is perfect harmony with the Father. 

Yet A non-bias honest study to Jesusí answer to the Jews in v19-47 can see that 

Jesus equality to the Father canít be understood apart form His functional subordination 

to Him:   

                                                
8 Robert M. Bowman, ìWhy You Should Believe In The Trinity?î Baker Book House, (Grand Rapids, 
1989), 86 
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As equal to the Father: 

1- He does the Fatherís restless work v 17 

2- He does what the Father is doing ìin like mannerî v 19 

3- In giving life v21 

4- In judgment v22 

5- In Honor v 23  

Yet because he is subordinate to the Father functionally: 

1- The Father has committed the judgment to him v 22, 27 

2- He was given to have life in himself v26.  

3- The Father has sent him v23, 30, 36, 37 

4- The Son seek the will of the Father v30 

A picture could be drawn from the relationship between the Husband and the wife to 

explain, in a way, how the Son can be equal to the Father yet functionally subordinate to 

Him. The wives are asked to be ìsubmissive to their husbandsî Eph.5:22, yet in Christ 

ìthere is no male or femaleÖbut they are oneî Gal.3:28. The wifeís action of submission 

to her husband doesnít mean in any way that she is inferior to him in any way9. In a 

similar way, we can explain that Jesus Functional subordination to the Father doesnít 

deny His equality with Him in His nature.  

3- He who has seen me has seen the Father: 

In �ohn 14:9 and �ohn 12:45 �esus claimed that whoever has seen Him, 
has seen the Father. Let us examine both claims:  
A. John14: 1-11:  

                                                
9 Bowman, 95 
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ìLet not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In My 

Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you.3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4And where I go you know, 

and the way you know. Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, 

and how can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 "If you had known Me, you would have 

known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him." 8Philip said 

to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I 

been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 

seen the Father; so how can you say, "Show us the Father'? 10Do you not believe that I 

am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on 

My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11Believe Me that I 

am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works 

themselvesî 

In this passage Jesus confirmed both His equality with the Father and His functional 

subordination to Him:  

He claimed equality with the Father:  

1- In verse 1 Jesus asked his disciples to ìbelieve inî him ìjust asî they ìbelieve inî 

the Father. By saying that, Jesus made himself the subject of their faith just as the 

Father is the subject of their faith. 

2- Jesus has just told his disciples that ìÖI shall be with you a little while 

longerÖwhere I am going you canít comeÖî 13:33. Then He predicted Peterís 
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denial to Him 13:36-38, and then he asked them ìLet not your heart be troubledî 

14:1a. Jesus then said it is only faith in Him that will calm their troubled heart. 

Yet we know that is only faith in God that can calm a trouble heart. 

3-   Jesusí gave his disciples the reason why they should believe in Him. He said ìIn 

My Father's house are many mansionsî, then He said that it is Him who will ìGo 

to prepare a place for youî 14:2 and ìcome again and receive you to Myselfî 14:3 

and that ìwhere I am, there you may be alsoî 14:3. Jesus is saying to his disciples 

that He is the giver and the assurance of their eternal life. A claim that only the 

creator can say to his creation.  

4- In v 7 Jesus told His disciples that to know Him is to know the Father. 

5- In v9 Jesus told His disciples that to see Him is to see the Father.  

6- In v10, 11 Jesus said that He is in the Father and that the Father is in Him. In 

saying so Jesus claimed that He had a mutual relationship with the Father. What 

the Father is to Him, He is to the Father.  

7- In v11 Jesus said that He does the ìworks themselvesî that the Father does.  

Those deny the deity of Christ argue that we should not take Jesusí words in v7, 9 in a 

literal way but in a figurative way. They say that Jesus as the Son of God carries a lot of 

His Fatherís authority and character so to ìknow himî or to ìsee himî is like knowing or 

seeing the Father.   

This argument, however, doesnít stand in the light of the context of John 14 and in the 

context of the whole scripture. 

A. In the Context of John 14:  
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We have seen how Jesus confirmed His essential equality with the Father in many 

ways. Understanding Jesusí claims that to know Him is to know the Father v7 and to see 

Him is to see the Father v9 in a literal way will fit the context of John 14 perfectly.  

B. In the context of the whole scripture: 

In Heb.1: 3 We read that the Son is:  ìThe exact representation of his natureî  (NASV) 

That means whatever the Father is; Jesus is. For he is the Fatherís ìexact representation.î 

ìExact representationî doesnít mean that Jesus is similar to the Father, but rather that he is 

the same as the Father. 

Yet Jesus in John 14:1-11 confirmed also His functional subordination to the Father:  

1- He is the way to the Father v6 

2- The Father speaks and works in Him v10. 

 
B. John12: 44-50:  

ì 44Then Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but 

in Him who sent Me. 45And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 46I have come as a 

light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 47And if 

anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to 

judge the world but to save the world. 48He who rejects Me, and does not receive My 

words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last 

day. 49For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a 

command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50And I know that His command is 

everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak." 

Once again here in Jesus answer, we see His essential equality with the Father and 

his functional subordination: 
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He is equal to the Father: 

1- To believe in Him is to believe in the Father v 44 

2- To see Him is to see the Father v 45 

3- He is the light and believing in Him breaks the power of darkness v 46 

4- He is the savior of the world v 47 

Yet He is functionally subordinate to the Father: 

1- The Father has sent him v 44, 45, 49. 

2- He has not spoken on His own authority v49 

3- The Father who sent him gave him a command, what he should say and what he 

should speak v 49 

4- Whatever he speaks, just as the Father has told him, so he speaks v 50 

Jesus functional subordination to the Father doesnít deny his essential unity and 

vice versa. A non-bias study of the relationship between the Father and the Son in the 

scripture sees Jesusí essential equality with the Father and his functional subordination 

are working together.  

5- All Things that the Father has are Mine 

       In John 16: 14-15 Jesus said about the Holy Spirit, ìHe will glorify Me, for He will 

take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore 

I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to youî (NASV) 

Jesus here claimed equality with the Father:  

First: The Holy Spirit purpose in the Church is to glorify Him. 

Second: The Holy Spirit takes from what is Jesusí and tells us. 

Third: All what God Almighty has is Jesusí possession. 
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ìAll things that the Father has are Mineî is one of the boldest claims that Jesus said about 

Himself in which He confirmed His equality with the Father.  

6- No one knows the Son except the Father: 

       Jesus said ìAll things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father. Nor does anyone knows the Father except the Son, and the one to 

whom the Son wills to reveal Himî Matt.11: 27. ìNo one knows the Son except the 

Father. Nor does anyone knows the Father except the Sonî By saying that Jesus meant 

that what the Father is to the Son, the Son is to the Father. Jesus claimed that a couple of 

other times: ìThe Father is in Me, and I in Himî John 10:38; ìI am in the Father and the 

Father in Meî John 14:11. 

Yet we should not overlook that fact in Matt. 11:27 that as the Son ìevery thing was 

delivered to Him by the Fatherî  

7- We will come to him and make our home: 

In John 14; Jesus told his disciples that He will leave them but He will send the 

Helper, the Holy Spirit v15-18. He also told them that who will keep his commandment, 

The Father will love him and he, Jesus, will love him and manifest himself to him v19-

21. Judas asked him; ìLord, how we know that you will manifest yourself to us and not 

to the world? v 22. Jesus answered ìif anyone loves me, he will keep my word; and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with himÖî v 23. 

A commentator wrote on v23; ì Reflect; who is the speaker that promised to dwell 

in the soul of man? And with whom does he associate himself? It may be true that any 

eminent saint that ë God is in him, and that he feels that he is in God, that he draws from 

his heart what he tells us about the FatherÖí but such a person shouldnít forget that, 
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favored as he is by the Divine Being, that there is an immeasurable distance between him 

and the God who enriched him. In virtue of sanctity, he would surely shrink with horror 

from associating himself with God; from promising, along with God, to make a dwelling 

place of the souls that love him; from representing his presence with man as a blessing 

co-ordinate with the presence of the Father; from attributing to himself a oneness of will 

with the will of God; from implying that side by side with the Father of the spirits, he was 

equally a ruler and a helper of the life of the soul of manî10  

8- for so they persecuted the prophets:  

In Matt. 5:11-12 Jesus said ìBlessed are you when they revile and persecute you, 

and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 

glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before youî 

The prophets of the OT were persecuted for the sake of God. Jesus here is telling 

his disciples that in the same way the prophets were persecuted for the sake of God, they 

will be persecuted for his sake placing himself in the same position as God.  

9- One greater than the temple is here: 

In Matt.12:6 Jesus said ìYet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than 

the templeî The temple is the dwelling place of God. And only God is greater that his 

dwelling place11. 

10-  In receiving Praise:  

In Matt. 21:16 ìAnd Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read, ìOut of the 

mouth of babes and nursing infants. You have perfected praise'?î Jesus apply to himself 

                                                
10 Liddon, 181 
11 Daniel Doriani, the deity of Christ in the synoptic gospels, JETS 37/3 (Sep.1994) 341 
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the childrenís praise of God in Psalm 8:1-2 ìOut of the mouth of babes and nursing 

infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the 

enemy and the avengerî12 

11- In seeking the lost: 

His mission to seek and save the lost in Luke 19:10 ìfor the Son of Man has come 

to seek and to save that which was lostî is an allusion of the divine shepherd of Ezekiel 

34 ìI will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken 

and strengthen what was sickî v 16.13 

12- Prepare the way before Me: 

In Malachi 3:1 Jehovah said; ìBehold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare 

the way before Me (italics added) and the Lord, whom you seek. Will suddenly come to 

His templeÖî The prophecy here is about the messenger who will serve as a forerunner 

of Godís coming in Judgment, also compare Is.40:3.14 Jesus applies to John the Baptist 

the prophecy of Malachi that Jehovah said about himself. In Matt.11:10 Jesus said about 

the Baptist ìfor this is he of whom it is written: ëBehold, I send My messenger before 

your face, who will prepare your way before you (italics added)î Also read Mark 1:2, 

and Luke 7:27. 

13- My words will by no means pass away: 

In Mark 13:31 Jesus said ìHeaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by 

no means pass awayî (Matt. 24:35, Luke 21:33. Cf. Matt.5:18). This saying of Jesus is an 

absolute claim of His deity. This saying recalls Isaiah 40:8 ìThe grass withers, the flower 

fades, but the word of our God stands forever.î Jesus substituted His own words in Mark 

                                                
12 Millard Erickson, The word became flesh, (Grand Rapids: Baker book house, 1991), 440. 
13 Ibid, 440. 
14 Ibid, 441. 



 23

13:31 with the word of Yahweh in Is 40:8. Jesusí statement is stronger than the words of 

Isaiah because He replaced the grass and the flower in Isaiahí saying with heaven and 

earth.15 

14- In giving authority: 

  In Luke 10:19 ìBehold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 

youî, may be an allusion of Psalm 91:13 ìYou shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the 

young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfootî16 Jesus in Luke applied to 

himself the rule of Yahweh, who will make his followers tread the serpents. 

15- The Stone of Stumbling: 

In Luke 20:17-18 Jesus speaks of himself, as ìThe stone which the builder rejected 

has become the chief corner stone Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on 

whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.î By saying that Jesus applied to himself 

the role of Yahweh who is described as a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to 

Israel in Isaiah 8:14-15 ìHe will be as a sanctuary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of 

offense To both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And many among them shall stumble; They shall fall and be broken, Be snared and 

takenî17 

16- In giving the Holy Spirit: 

 In Joel 2:28 God said; ì"And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My 

Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall 

dream dreams, Your young men shall see visionsî. Peter applied this prophecy to the 

                                                
15 Ibid, 446. 
16 Ibid, 447. 
17 Ibid, 447. 
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-21). Jesus, however, 

claimed that He is the one who will send the Holy Spirit to his church. He said;  

ìNevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to youî John 16:7 

17- Is not worthy of Me18:  

Deuteronomy 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your strength.î Yet Jesus demanded absolute love from his 

followers. Look at his demands: Matt.10:37-39 ìHe who loves father or mother more 

than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 

worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 

Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find itî 

Matt.16:24-25 ìThen Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find itî (cf. Mark 8:34-38) 

18- In Judgment:  

Jesus declared himself to be the Judge of the wicked ìMany will say to Me in that 

day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 

and done many wonders in Your name? And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!î Matt. 7:22-23.  

He also ascribed to himself the rule of God in judgment:  

1. He will remove the stumbling blocks: 

Matt. 13:41 ìThe Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His 

kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessnessî this is an allusion of 
                                                
18 Doriani, 341 
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Zephaniah 1:3, ìI will remove man and beast; I will remove the birds of the sky And the 

fish of the sea, And the ruins along with the wicked; And I will cut off man from the face 

of the earth," declares the LORDî19 

2. He will set on his throne: 

In Daniel 7:9 ìI kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His 

seat; His vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne 

was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fireî Jesus applies this passage to 

himself in Matt. 19:28 ìAnd Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have 

followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, 

you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israelî20 

3. He will come with His Angels: 

Matt. 25:31 ì"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, 

then He will sit on His glorious throneî seems to be allusion to Zachariah 14:5 ìÖThen 

the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Himî (cf. 1Thess 3:13b) 

4. He will repay everyone according to his deeds 

God will repay everyone according to his deeds. Isaiah wrote about him ìAccording to 

their deeds, accordingly He will repay, Fury to His adversaries, Recompense to His 

enemies; The coastlands He will fully repayî Isaiah 59:18. Jesus applied that to himself 

ìFor the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He 

will reward each according to his worksî Matt.16:2721  

19- In His letters to the seven churches in Revelation Jesus applied to himself the 

characters and the works of God: 
                                                
19 Ibid, 448. 
20 Ibid, 448. 
21 Daniel Doriani, the deity of Christ in the synoptic gospels, JETS 37/3 (Sep.1994) 340 
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A- He is the Alpha and the Omega; The First and the Last: 

The ìI am the alpha and the Omega; the first and the lastî formula in Revelation is 

uttered exclusively by God.  

1:8 ì"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who 

is to come, the Almightyî 

21:6 ìThen He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 

the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without 

costî 

One can find the background of this formula in the book of Isaiah: 

Isaiah 41:4 "Who has performed and accomplished it, Calling forth the generations from 

the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am He.'" 

Isaiah 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of 

hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me. 

Isaiah 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I 

am also the last. 

Yet Jesus freely applied this title to himself:  

1:17 ìWhen I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand 

on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the lastî 

2:8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, 

and has come to lifeî 

22:13 ì"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the endî 

B- The Living one: 
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In Rev.1:17 Jesus described himself ìI am the Living Oneî ìò zw/nî. In Jewish tradition 

God is always described as ìthe living Godî as in Deut.5:26; and Jer.10:10 for example. 

The predicate ìthe living one,î however, is not found in the OT, though it does begin to 

appear in early Judaism (as in Sir.18:1 ìHe that liveth for everî ìò zw/n eivj to.n aivw/naî22) 

C- I live forever and ever:  

In Rev.1:18 Jesus said ìI am alive forevermoreî ìzw/n eivmi eivj tou.j aivw/najî. This phrase 

has a close parallel in the phrase ìto the one who lives foreverî which occur 4 times in 

the book of Revelation 4:9, 10; 10:6; 15:7, a formula applied to God. Yet here Christ 

applied it to himself. There are parallels to this phrase in the OT as in Dan.6:26 ìFor He 

is the living God and enduring foreverî ìzw/n eivj genea.j genew/n e[wj tou/ aivw/nojî23 

D- The One who searches the hearts:  

In Rev.2:23 Jesus applied to himself what God said about himself in Jer.17:10 

Jer.17: 10 Rev.2: 23 

ìI, the LORD, search the heart, I test the 

mind, 

 

 Even to give every man according to his 

ways, According to the fruit of his doingsî 

And all the churches shall know that I am 

he who searches mind and heart,  

 

and I will give to each of you as your 

works deserveî. 

 

E- The Holy one, the true one:  

Jesus identified himself to the angel of the church in Philadelphia as ìHe who is holy, 

who is trueî ìò a[gioj( ò avlhqino,jî These two terms were used together elsewhere in the 
                                                
22 David E. Aune, Word biblical commentary: Revelation 1-5, (Dallas, TX: Word books publisher, 1997), 
102 
23 Ibid, 103 
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book of Revelation only once in 6:10 in a prayer addressed to God ìO Lord, holy and 

trueî ìò a[gioj kai. avlhqino,jî24  

F- Chastise whom he loves: 

Solomon told his son ìMy son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest 

His correction; For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom 

he delightsî (read also Heb.12:5-6). Jesus applied this role of YHWH to Himself when 

He spoke to the church of the Laodiceans ìAs many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. 

Therefore be zealous and repentî Rev. 3:19.  

 G- In His Letters to the Churches, Jesus appointed himself to be the ultimate 

Judge and rewarder of the Church:  

For examples:  

2:5 ìI am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you 

repentî 

2:7 ìto him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise 

of God.î 

2:22-23 ìI will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her 

into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deedsÖAnd I will kill her children with 

pestilence,î 

2:26 "And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 

power over the nations 

3:3 ìTherefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at 

what hour I will come to youî 

                                                
24 Ibid, 235 
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3:10 ìI also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come 

upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earthî 

3:16 ìI will spit you out of My mouthî 

Yet reading through what Jesus claimed about Himself in his letters to the churches in 

Revelation, we see that he also emphasized His subordination to the Father:  

He said that he received power from his Father (2:27), and He said that he is a mediator 

between the Father and the churches (3:2, 5). He also called the Father ìMy Godî (3:12). 

Reading through Jesusí letters to the seven churches, we shouldnít understand the 

concepts of Jesus equality with the Father and his subordination to him apart from one 

another. The two concepts are inseparable and they are overlapping as in 3:12 ìHe who 

overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from 

it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My 

God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new 

name.î Here we see that the Son is the rewarder of his church, a function can be 

attributed only to God, but in the same time he called the Father ìMy God.î We see the 

same principle in (3: 21) ì'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on 

My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throneî here we see 

that Jesus is the rewarder of the faithful in as much he was rewarded by God. 

In Conclusion; Jesus never said ìI am God.î But he claimed equality with His 

Father many times. He ascribed to Himself the Fatherís functions, attributes and Honors. 

Yet Jesus seemed to never understand His equality with the Father apart from His 

functional subordination to Him.  

  


