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Chapter 9: Jesus does the works of God  

Jesus asked his contemporaries to belief in him because he did the works of the Father 

John 10:37; 14:11. In this section we will examine Jesusí claim, if he did the works of the 

Father: 

1-Creator:  

a. God is the creator Gen.1: 1ìIn the beginning God created the heavens and the earthî 

Jesus also is the creator ìAll things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 

was made that was madeî John 1:3; ìFor by Him all things were created that are in 

heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Himî Colossians 

1:16; ì(God)has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir 

of all things, through whom also He made the worldsî Hebrews 1:2 

b. Every thing is created for Him: Every thing was created for God, Pro. 16: 4 ìThe 

LORD has made all for Himselfî; Is. 43:7 ìEveryone who is called by My name, Whom I 

have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made himî 

 Yet every thing was created for Jesus Col.1:16 b ìÖAll things were created through 

Him and for Himî 

c. Laid the foundation of the earth: Job. 38:4 " Where were you when I laid the 

foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understandingî yet the author of Hebrews 

wrote that the Son has laid the foundation of the earth ìYou, LORD, in the beginning laid 

the foundation of the earthÖîHeb. 1:10 a 
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d. Stretched the heavens: God alone stretched the heavens ìThus says the LORD, your 

Redeemer, And He who formed you from the womb: "I am the LORD, who makes all 

things, Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad the earth by Myselfî 

 Isaiah 44:24. Yet the author of Hebrews wrote that the Son created the heavens ìAnd: 

"You, LORDÖAnd the heavens are the work of Your handsîHeb.1:10 b 

Some might argue that Jesus was Godís ìJunior partnerî in the creation process. 

Jesus himself wasnít the creator rather God ìthrough Jesusî created every thing. This is 

not a valid argument for two reasons:  

1- The New Testament states that the world came to existence through God Rom.11:36, 

ìkai. diV auvtou/ kai. eivj auvto.n ta. pa,nta\î ìFor of Him and through Him and to 

Him are all thingsî especially through the Father Heb.2:10 ìFor it was fitting for Him, 

for whom are all things and by whom are all things...î ìdiV o]n ta. pa,nta kai. diV ou- 

ta. pa,ntaî The word (δια) (dia) or its contracted form διí (dií) which means ìthroughî 

was mentioned in both these scripture, which JW translated to ìbyî in Rom.11:36.  

Saying that the world was created ìthroughî the Father doesnít indicate that the Father 

had the lesser role in creation. 

2- The Bible clearly teaches that God is the only creator and that there was no one with 

him (e.g. Isa.44: 24 ìI am the LORD, who makes all things, Who stretches out the 

heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself;...). So from a biblical point 

there is not a trace of support that God had any ìjunior partnersî in the creation 

process165. The author of Hebrews wrote ìBut to the Son He says: You, LORD, in the 

beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your handsî  

                                                
165 Bowman, 68 
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This is amazing. Isaiah 44:24 God stretched out the heavens all ALONE, yet Heb.1:10 it 

was the Son who stretched out the heavens.  

3- The author of Hebrews in Heb.1:10 doesnít write that the heaven and the earth was 

created through the Son, but rather ascribe the act of creation directly to him.   

4- God said in the OT ìI am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to 

another, Nor My praise to graven imagesî Isaiah 42:8. Creation is an action that 

distinguishes God from any other being. God, the Father, wonít share his glory with the 

Son by elevating him to be the creator of the heavens and earth.   

2-Sustainor: 

 Nehemiah 9:6 ìYou alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of 

heavens, with all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in 

them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships Youî yet Jesus is the 

sustainer of the whole creation ìAnd He is before all things, and in Him all things 

consistî Colossians 1:17, and ìwho being the brightness of His glory and the express 

image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His powerÖî Hebrews 1:3; 

ìÖand one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we liveî 

I Cor.8:6 

3-Forgiver of sins:  

Jehovah is the forgiver of sins ì" I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for 

My own sake; And I will not remember your sinsî Isaiah 43:25. There is no one can 

forgive sins but God alone Mark 2:7 

Yet Jesus forgave the sins of people at least two times: 
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1- The Paralytic, whose friends uncovered the roof and let him down before Jesus. 

The Bible says ìWhen Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your 

sins are forgiven youî Mark 2:5; Matt.9: 2; Luke 5:20. The scribes who were 

sitting there reasoned in their hearts ì"Why does this Man speak blasphemies like 

this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" Mark 2:7. Jesus perceiving in his 

spirit what they were reasoning in themselves, told them ì"Why do you reason 

about these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your 

sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'? But that you 

may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" -- He said to 

the paralytic, "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.î V8-11. 

Jesus, knowing the they are accusing him of claiming that his is equal with God 

by forgiving sins an act that is only attributed to God, didnít try to clear up this 

ìmisunderstandingî. Rather to proof to them that though he is ìthe son of manî 

yet he, equally with the Father, ìhas the power on earth to forgiver sinsî, he 

proofed by an outward sign of healing the paralytic his power on earth to forgive 

sins. The scripture says ìImmediately he (the paralytic) arose, took up the bed, 

and went out in the presence of them allÖîv12. 

2- We read another story in Luke 7 about a sinful woman who came who came to 

Jesus and washed his feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. Jesus 

forgave his sins, we read in v48 ìThen He said to her, "Your sins are forgivenî 

The early church also understood that Jesus is the forgiver of sins: 

Acts 5:31 "Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give 

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sinsî 
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Colossians 3:13 ìbearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 

complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must doî 

a. Provide: 

3-Redeemer:  

God is our redeemer. Isaiah 63:16 ìDoubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was 

ignorant of us, And Israel does not acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; Our 

Redeemer from Everlasting is Your nameî 

Yet the NT teaches about Jesus: 

a. In Him we have redemption: ìIn Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His graceî Eph.1:7; Col. 1:14 

b. He is our redemption: 1Cor. 1: 30 ìBut of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 

for us wisdom from God -- and righteousness and sanctification and redemption ñì 

c. He redeemed us from Lawless deeds: Tit.2: 14 ìwho gave Himself for us, that He 

might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 

zealous for good worksî this scripture is to be compared with what the Psalmist said 

about Jehovah ìAnd He shall redeem Israel From all his iniquitiesî Ps. 130:7,8 

d. He redeemed us from the curse of the law: Gal.3:13 ìChrist has redeemed us from the 

curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who 

hangs on a tree")î 

e. He redeemed those who are under the law: Gal. 4:4,5 ìBut when the fullness of the 

time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 

them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sonsî 
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f. He obtained eternal redemption for us Heb.9: 12 ìNot with the blood of goats and 

calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 

obtained eternal redemptionî 

g. He is our redeemer: ìAnd they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the 

scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your 

blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nationî Rev.5:9. 

5-Deliverer:  

The lord is our deliverer ìAnd he (David) said: "The LORD is my rock and my fortress 

and my delivererî 2 Samuel 22:2; Psalm 18:2 

Yet Jesus is our deliverer: 

- From the present wicked age: ìWho gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 

from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Fatherî Gal. 1:4 

- From the wrath to come:  ìand to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from 

the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to comeî1 Thess. 1:10 

- He claimed to be the one who can set the captives free: ìHe opened the book and found 

the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he 

began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearingî Luke 4:17-

21 
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- He is the deliverer from the bondage of sin: ìJesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say 

to you, every one who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not continue in the 

house for ever; the son continues for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeedî John 8:34-36 

- He freed all those who were oppressed by the devil: ìhow God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.î Acts 10:38 

- Through his Spirit we have freedom from sin and death: ìFor the law of the Spirit of life 

in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and deathî Rom.8:2 

Some might argue that describing Jesus as ìDelivererî doesnít prove his deity since men 

in the bible like Moses were described as ìdeliverersî (Acts 7:35). 

It is true that some men of God were described as ìdeliverersî like Moses, or some of the 

Judges in the OT whom God raised to ìdeliverî his people from the oppression of 

different nations. They were appointed by God as leaders to guide the people of God to 

social and earthly freedom; yet to none of them was ascribed the task of delivering those 

who are spiritually oppressed by the bondages of the devil, sin, the world, and the wrath 

to come. This is the work of God and God alone. To ascribe this work to Jesus, the Son, 

is to set him side by side with the Father who alone can ìdeliverî.  

6-Healer:  

YHWH is the healer. He told Moses ìI will put none of the diseases on you which I have 

put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer." Ex.15: 26. He is  

ì^a<)p.ro hw"�hy]î The LORD, your Healer; YHWH RAPHA. 
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Yet we read about Jesus That he is the healer, a work that can never be attributed to 

anyone but God: 

Acts 4:10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him 

this man stands here before you wholeî 

Acts 9:34 ìAnd Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make 

your bed." Then he arose immediatelyî  

7-Judge:  

The scripture declares that God is the Judge. For example ìAnd the heavens declare His 

righteousness, For God Himself is judgeî Psalm 50:6.  

The scripture also declares about the Son: 

a. He is the judge166:  

-Acts 10:42 "And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He 

who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.î  

- John 5:22 ìMoreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the 

Sonî 

- Acts 17:31 ìbecause He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 

righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men 

by raising Him from the deadî 

- Rom.2:16 ìGod will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesusî 

- 1 Corinthian 4:5 ìTherefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who 

will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the 

                                                
166 Hasaballah, 190-192 
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hearts. Then each one's praise will come from Godî Note in this verse how ìthe Lordî 

that is the Son and ìGodî are alternative to one another. 

b. The judge of the wicked:  2 Thess. 1:7-9 ìthe Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven 

with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know 

God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the 

penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 

His powerî yet in the OT we read that God is the one who will judge Ps.11: 5,6 ìThe 

LORD tests the righteous and the wicked, And the one who loves violence His soul hates. 

Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the 

portion of their cupî. The description of the lord Jesus as the one who will come in 

flaming fire to judge the wicked is to be alluded to what the OT says about God ìFor 

behold, the LORD will come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render His 

anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire.î Is.66:15. 

c. He will judge the living and the dead: ìI solemnly charge you in the presence of God 

and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His 

kingdomî 2 Tim.4:1 (cf.1 Pet.4:5) 

d. He will set on his throne to judge: 

- 2 Cor. 5:10 ìFor we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or badî it is clear from this scripture that we will stand before Christ yet in Rom. 

14:10 Paul wrote that we will stand before God ìFor we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of Godî 
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- Matt.25:31-32 ìBut when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 

Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; 

and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goatsî 

e. He is the righteous judge: In 2 Tim.4:8 Paul said ìin the future there is laid up for me 

the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearingî The lord, the 

righteous judge, is the Son of God Jesus Christ because he is the one who will ìappearî 

to reward those who love his appearance. 

f. He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God167: In Rev. 19:11-16 we read ìAnd I 

saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on 

His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows 

except Himself. He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The 

Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 

were following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with 

it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads 

the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His 

thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDSî from this 

scripture we sea that Jesus ìthe Word of Godî will judge the nations and ìtreads the wine 

press of the fierce wrath of Godî v 15 yet for the OT we know that the one who will tread 

the wine press of the wrath of God is God himself ìI have trodden the wine trough alone, 

And from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger And 
                                                
167 Ibid, 193 
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trampled them in My wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I 

stained all My raiment. For the day of vengeance was in My heart, And My year of 

redemption has come. I looked, and there was no one to help, And I was astonished and 

there was no one to uphold; So My own arm brought salvation to Me, And My wrath 

upheld Me. I trod down the peoples in My anger And made them drunk in My wrath, 

And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.î Is.63:3-6 

g. The day of the Lord when God will judge the people in the OT (for examples: Joel 

3:14-16; Amos 5:18-20, 8:3) is replaced by the day of the Lord Jesus in the NT (for 

examples: 1 Cor.1:8, 5:5; 2 Cor.1:14; Phil. 1:6, 10, 2:16; 2 Tim.1:12, 18, 4:8)168 

h. He is the judge who will destroy the wicked one with the breath of his mouth169:  2 

Thess.2:8b ìThen that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the 

breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His comingî this scripture 

can be compared with Isaiah 11:4 c-d ìBut with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with 

the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wickedî 

9-Always with us: Deut. 31:8 ì"And the LORD, He is the one who goes before you. He 

will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed." 

 Matt.28: 20 ìÖand lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the ageî 

10-The One who rewards: Is. 40:10 ìBehold, the Lord GOD shall come with a strong 

hand, And His arm shall rule for Him; Behold, His reward is with Him, And His work 

before Himî. Jesus said ì" And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, 

to give to every one according to his workî Rev. 22:12 

                                                
168 Don N. Howell JR., God-Christ interchange in Paul, JETS 36/4 Dec.1993, 471 
169 Ibid, 471 
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11-The One who gives strength: Is. 40:29 ìHe gives power to the weak, And to those 

who have no might He increases strengthî 1 Tim.1:12 ìI thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 

who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into serviceî 

NASV 

12-Abolish death: Is.25: 8 ìHe will swallow up death forever, And the Lord GOD will 

wipe away tears from all faces; The rebuke of His people He will take away from all the 

earth; For the LORD has spokenî 2 Tim.1: 10 ìbut has now been revealed by the 

appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospelî 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


