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Chapter 19: Jesus fully God and fully man 

Understanding the dual nature of the Lord Jesus Christ and how He is fully God and 
fully man will enable us to understand His deity. In this chapter we will study three 
scriptures that indicate that Jesus was fully God and fully man in the same time (Col. 
1:19; 2:9; 1 Tim.3: 16). Then we will study how both natures are well expressed 
throughout the NT, and finally we will study some OT passages where God appeared 
in human flesh.  

1- Col. 1:19 ìall the fullness to dwell in Himî: 
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In Col. 1:15-20 Paul sings his beautiful hymn praising the exalted Christ. In v 19 

Paul writes ìFor it was the good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.î 

Verse 19 has been translated in different ways; ìFor it pleased the Father that in him 

should all fullness dwellî (KJV, NASV); ìFor God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in himî (NIV); and ìFor in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwellî 

(NRV). 

There is no need to supply a subject for the verb ìpleasedî like ìthe Fatherî KJV, 

NASV or ìGodî NIV. It is grammatically possible to regard ìall the fullnessî as the 

subject, if we understand the phrase as meaning ìGod in all his fullness.î That will also 

fit Col.2:9 better where ìthe fullness of deityî is the subject.354 

What does ìall the fullnessî mean? 

The OT provides for us the three basis for understanding what the word ìfullnessî, 

ìplh,rwmaî, ìPleromaî means355: 

5- The word ìplh,rwmaî is employed in the OT in a rather stereotyped expression          

 with an active meaning: the sea and its fullness (1 Chro. 16:32; Ps. 96:11; 98:7),

 the earth and everything in it ( Ps.24:1; Jer.8:16; Öetc), the world with all it 

 contains (Ps.50:12; 89:11).  

6- The language similar to ìplh,rwmaî in the OT recognizes that God or his glory 

fills the whole universe. Jer.23:24 says ìíDo I not fill (plhrw/) the heavens and the 

earth?í declares the LORD,î and Psalm 72:19 ìand let the whole earth be filled 

ìplhrwqh,setaiî with His gloryî (Cf. Is. 6:3; Ezek. 43:5; 44:4) 

                                                
354 Peter T. OíBrain, Word biblical commentary: Colossians, Philimon (words book publishers; Waco, 
1982), 51 
355 Ibid, 52-53 
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7- The verb ìbe pleasedî, ìeuvdokevwî often appears in the OT to denote the good 

pleasure of God (Ps.44:3; 147:11; 149:4). It is particularly used to designate 

divine election. Of special significance is the connection between Godís choosing 

and his dwelling place. On occasion the same two verbs of Col.1:19 ìpleasedî 

and ìdwellî are employed. As in Psalm 68:16 ìThis is the mountain which God 

desires (euvdo,khsen) to dwell in (katoikei/n).î, (cf. Psalm 132:13 where the verb 

ìchooseî replaces ìpleaseî). Also in Deuteronomy we read repeatedly that God 

chose a place where his name will dwell (12:5, 11; 14:23; 16:2, 6, 11Öetc) 

From these lines of the OT, we can understand that Col.1:19 present Christ as the 

ìdwelling placeî in which God in all his fullness was pleased to take up his residence. All 

the attributes and activities of God, his spirit, word, wisdom and glory are perfectly 

displayed in Christ. This is no temporary indwelling as the verb ìkatoikh/saiî ìdwellî in 

contrast to ìparoikevwî ìso-journî.356 

2- Colossian 2:9 ìin Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily formî: 

In Col. 2:8 Paul is warning the Christian to be sure that ìno one takes you captive 

through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to 

the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.î 

Then in Col. 2: 9-15 he is giving them the reason for this warning: 

- For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form v.9 

- In him you are filled v.10 

- In him you have been circumcised v.11 

- With him you have been buried v.12a 

                                                
356 Ibid, 53 
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- With him you have been raised v.12b 

- With him God has made you alive v.13 

- In him God has triumphed over the powers of darkness v.15357 

The same words of Col.1:19 are used again here in 2:9: ìin himî, ìdwellî, and 

ìall the fullness.î The genitive ìof deityî in 2:9 more precisely determines what the 

meaning of ìfullnessî is and the addition of ìbodilyî indicates the manner in which the 

fullness dwells in Christ358. 

ìth/j qeo,thtojî, ìof deityî specifies what dwells in Christ in its entire fullness. 

ìqeo,thjî, ìdeityî is the abstract form of ìo ̀qeo.jî ìGodî and is to be distinguished from 

ìqei/ojî ìdivineî as in Rom.1:20. The former is the being God, i.e. the divine essence of 

the Godhead; the later is the divine quality or the godlikeness. That means the essence of 

God undivided and in its whole fullness dwells in Christ in his bodily form.359 

Some recent exegetes have objected to the traditional exegesis of this phrase. 

They claim that (Col. 2:9) is not to be interpreted in static, ontological categories such as 

those of ìsubstanceî or ìessence.î But that it is stereological and eschatological thoughts 

that refer to God working in Christ. Because after Paul said that in Christ all the fullness 

of God dwelt in a bodily form v9. It is in this immediate context that the notion of 

fullness as being imparted to the reader ìand you have come to fullness in him, who is the 

head of every ruler and authority.î v10.  

To reply: the reception of salvation, described in v10 as being filled in him alone, 

becomes meaningful only if he is the one in whom the fullness of deity is embodied. If 

the fullness of deity does not reside in him, then the Colossiansí fullness would not 
                                                
357 Ibid, 111 
358 Ibid, 111 
359 Ibid, 111 
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amount to much at all. Further, a functional Christology presupposes, and finds its 

ultimate basis in, an ontologolical Christology.360 

We can conclude then that Col.1:19 and 2:9 both indicate that Jesus in both fully 

God and fully man at the same time, and that in him dwells the fullness of God.  

3- 1 Tim.3:16 ìHe who was revealed in the fleshî 

 1 Tim.3:16 reads ìBy common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He 

who was revealed in the flesh. Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed 

among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.î  

It is obvious from the text that the one who ìappeared in the flesh, vindicated in 

the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 

up in gloryî is the Lord Jesus Christ. The subject of our study is the first phrase, ìhe who 

was revealed in the flesh.î The problem with this phrase is textual. Some manuscripts 

read ìGod ëqeo.jí was manifested in the flesh,î others ìhe who ëo]jí was revealed in the 

flesh.î   

 The reading which, on the basis of external evidence and transcriptional 

probability, best explains the rise of the others is ìo]jî (masculine pronoun ìwhoî). It is 

supported by the earliest and best uncials. Some early scripts has ìo]î (neuter pronoun 

ìwhoî) and since the neuter pronoun ìo]î must have risen as a scribal correction of ìo]jî 

so it is indirectly presuppose ìo]jî as the earlier reading. No unicials supports ìqeo.jî, 

ìGodî until the 8th or the 9th century, all ancient versions presuppose ìo]jî or ìo]î; and no 

patristic writer prior to the last 3rd or 4th century testifies to the reading ìqeo.jî  ìGodî. 

                                                
360 Ibid, 112 
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The reading ìqeo.jî ìGodî arose either accidentally or deliberately either to supply a 

substantive for the following six verbs, or to provide greater dogmatic precision.361 

 Grammatically; however, There are three nouns in v15 ìthe church,î ìthe living 

God,î and ìthe truthî one of these should be the antecedent to the singular masculine 

pronoun ìwho.î That roles out both ìthe churchî and ìthe truthî because both are 

feminine. Therefore v16 should be understood as ìthe living GodÖwas manifested in the 

flesh.î362 Whatever the case is with 1 Tim. 3:16 it is definitely not as clear as Col.1:19; 

2:9 to indicate the dual nature of the Lord Jesus Christ.    

4- The dual nature in the New Testament:  

The dual nature of the Lord Jesus Christ can also be found throughout the NT. His 

humanity can not be mistaken, yet his full deity can not be missed either.  

 

Jesus is a Man  Jesus is God 

He was Hungry: 

Matthew 4:2 And when He had fasted 

forty days and forty nights, afterward He 

was hungryî 

He fills every hunger:  

John 6:35 And Jesus said to them, "I am 

the bread of life. He who comes to Me 

shall never hunger, and he who believes in 

Me shall never thirst.î 

John 6:51 "I am the living bread which 

came down from heaven. If anyone eats of 

this bread, he will live forever; and the 

bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I 

                                                
361 Metzger, 641 
362 J.B. Rowell, the deity of Christ vindicated, bibliotheca sacra 114.453 (January 1957) 76 
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shall give for the life of the world." 

 

He was thirsty:  

John 4:7 There came a woman of 

Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, 

"Give Me a drink." 

 

 

 

 

 

John 19:28 After this, Jesus, knowing 

that all things were now accomplished, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, 

"I thirst!" 

 

He fills every thirst:  

John 4:13-14 Jesus answered and said to 

her, "Everyone who drinks of this water 

will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the 

water that I will give him shall never thirst; 

but the water that I will give him will 

become in him a well of water springing up 

to eternal life." 

 

John 7:37 On the last day, that great day of 

the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 

drink." He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water." But this He spoke 

concerning the Spirit, whom those 

believing in Him would receive; for the 

Holy Spirit was not yet given, because 

Jesus was not yet glorified. 

He grew tired:  

John 4:6 Now Jacob's well was there. 

Gives rest to the weary:  

Matthew 11:28 "Come to Me, all you who 
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Jesus therefore, being wearied from His 

journey, sat thus by the well. It was about 

the sixth hour. 

 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. 

 

He prayed: 

Matthew 26:39 He went a little farther 

and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, 

"O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 

pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, 

but as You will.î ( cf. V 42,44) 

Luke 22:32 "But I have prayed for you, 

that your faith should not fail; and when 

you have returned to Me, strengthen your 

brethren." 

He answer prayers:  

John 14:13-14 "And whatever you ask in 

My name, that I will do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son."If you ask 

anything in My name, I will do it. 

 

 

 

He slept:  

 

 

 

Mark 4:38 But He was in the stern, 

asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him 

and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not 

care that we are perishing?" 

When he woke up from sleeping, he 

subdued the raging sea with a word:  

 

Mark 4:39 Then He arose and rebuked the 

wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" 

And the wind ceased and there was a great 

calm. 

 

He suffered:  He gives aid to all those who suffer: 



 310

1 Peter 4:1 Therefore, since Christ has 

suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also 

with the same purposeî 

Hebrews 2:18 For since He Himself was 

tempted in that which He has suffered, He 

is able to come to the aid of those who are 

tempted. 

 

He died:  

Luke 23:46-53 And Jesus, crying out with 

a loud voice, said, "Father, INTO YOUR 

HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT." 

Having said this, He breathed His lastÖ 

this man went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus.  And he took it down and 

wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid Him 

in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one 

had ever lain. 

 

He gives eternal life: 

John 10:27-28 My sheep hear My voice, 

and I know them, and they follow Me; and 

I give eternal life to them, and they will 

never perish; and no one will snatch them 

out of My hand. 

 

 

5-Godís appearance in human flesh in the OT: 

To say that God incarnated in the person of Jesus Christ is not a strange concept 

to the scriptures. God Himself appeared to His saints of the OT in human flesh many 

times. 

  In Gen. 18:1-2 we read that ìThe LORD ìhw"�hyî appeared to him [Abraham] 

by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. 
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And he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and 

when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the 

ground.î  

The Lord ìhw"�hyî appeared to Abraham in the form of a Man with two other angels as 

men. Even more in v 8 we read that the incarnated YHWH ate the meal that Abraham 

prepared. In v. 13 when Sarah laughed at the word of the man that she will bear a child, 

we read that ìThe LORD ìhw"�hyî said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh?î 

(Gen.18:13-14). Afterward the two angels left to Sodom and the leading Man remained 

with Abraham v22-33, whom the scriptures explicitly called him ìThe Lord hw"�hyî in 

v 17, 20, 22, 26Öetc. and Abraham called Him ìthe Judge of all the earthî v25.  

If ìhw"�hyî incarnates in the form of man and even ate before Abraham so that 

he can fellowship with him, why is it to hard for us to believe that He incarnated in the 

person of Jesus Christ so that he can fellowship with us. 

 In Gen. 32 we read the story of Jacob that ìJacob was left alone; and a Man 

wrestled with him until the breaking of dayî (Gen.32: 24). In v.28 the one who wrestles 

with Jacob identifies himself as God when He told Jacob ìYour name shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have 

prevailed.î The fact that he didnít want to tell Jacob His name indicates his deity (v 29). 

Jacob himself knew that he has wrestled with God. He called this place Peniel 

ì~ynI�P'-la,î (Literary; El-Phenyem; the face of God) ìFor I have seen God face to 

face, and my life is preserved.î (v 30). Hosea the prophet also indicates that the one who 

wrestled with Jacob was God himself. He wrote that Jacob ìtook his brother by the heel 
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in the womb, and in his strength he struggled with Godî (Hos.12:3). There is no question 

that the one who wrestled with Jacob was God himself, yet He appeared to Jacob in the 

form of man.  Now If God himself did incarnate in the form of man to wrestle with Jacob 

to bless him; why is it to hard for us to believe that he incarnated in the Person of Jesus 

Christ to bless all mankind?    

 In Judges 13 we read how the angel of the Lord appeared to Monoah and his wife. 

As we have discussed before how ìangel of the Lordî is the Lord himself. Yet, when the 

angel of the Lord appeared to Monoahís wife he appeared in the form of man (Judges 13: 

6, 8, 10, 11). 

 If God has come down to the city of Babel to confuse the languages of man 

(Gen.11:5), if he came down to see the evil of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.18:21), and if 

he had come down to deliver the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt (Ex.3:8). Then 

why is it hard for us to believe that the same God came down in the person of Jesus to 

save us?   

 If God clothed himself in a weak bush so he can communicate with Moses (Ex.3) 

why we think it is so hard for him to incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ so he can 

communicate with us?  

We can conclude our study for the dual nature of the Lord Jesus Christ that Jesus 

was both fully God and fully man in the same time. Because Jesus is fully God in his 

nature and fully man in his nature he is able to be a mediator between God and man. In 1 

Tim. 2:5 we read ìFor there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 

Man Christ Jesusî. Jesus is the one mediator between God and man because he is the 

only one who can operates in the realm of God and in the realm of man. Jesus is not in a 
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level between God and man, but rather he is in the level of God and in the level of man 

therefore he is a mediator. Because Jesus is equal to man he told his disciples "Most 

assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Meî and because he is 

equal to God he says in the same context ìand he who receives Me receives Him who 

sent Meî John 13:20; (cf. Matt.10:40; Mark 9:37; John 15:23, 14:20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Section 7: Scriptures that challenge the deity of Christ: 

Chapter 20: How can Jesus be God if there is only one God the Father? 

The Monotheistic scriptures in the NT363: 

There are many scriptures in the NT that are monotheistic, that refers to God as the ìonly 

Godî or as the ìone Godî  

                                                
363 Christianity is not a polytheistic religion. There are so many scriptures in the OT that speaks of One God 
like Deut.6:4; Isaiah 37:16; 44:8Öetc. There are also many scriptures in the NT that speaks of one God like 
Rom.3:30, Gal. 3:20, James 2:19Öetc. The purpose of my research is not to study the oneness of God vs 
the doctrine of the trinity. The purpose of my research to study the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, that is 
why I will focus on the scriptures that refers to the Father alone as the ìonly Godî 


