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Chapter 13: The Angel of the Lord in the OT  

Iíd like to study what the OT is teaching on the angel of the Lord ìhw"�hy> %a:�l.mî.  

d. The meaning of the word:  

ì%a:�l.mî means a messenger, literally a sending, the occupation itself and the end 

bring accomplished being generally considered, rather than the man242. 

The Word ìhw"�hy> %a:�l.mî. is to be translated as the angel of the Lord. The 

definition is because the word ìhw"�hy>î is a proper noun in the fullest sense of the word. 

As far as ì~yhi�l{a/ %a;’l.mî  is concerned it can be translate as ìthe angel of Godî 

when ì~yhi�l{a/îis the proper name of God. It can also be translated ìan angel of Godî 

For ì~yhi�l{aî had originally appellative charter, form the frequency it takes the 

article243.   

                                                
242 C.H.Hengstenbrg, the Christology of the Old Testament, (MacDonald Publishing Company, Mclean, 
VA, 1854) 1279 
243 Ibid, 1280 
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 It would be wrong to assert that whenever ìhw"�hy> %a:�l.mî is mentioned, that  the 

logos must necessary be indented. For example in Mal.2:7 the priest was referred to as 

ìthe angel of the Lordî. The angel of the Lord mentioned in 1 Chro. 21:15, 16 is just 

referring back to the first mention of this angel as ìan angelî in early v 15 also see 1 

Kings 19:5-7. ìHis angelî which is spoken of in Gen. 24:7 is be understood as ìan 

angelî. The angel of the lord mentioned in 2 Sam.24:16, and 2 kings 19:35 is to be as ìan 

angelî who was send by God to accomplish a certain task244.  

Before we move on with Hengstenberg in his study of ìthe angel of the Lordî, I want to 

study the identity of the angel of the Lord in Gen.22. when Abraham was about to slay 

Isaac,  The angel of the Lord told Abraham ìDo not stretch out your hand against the lad, 

and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 

your son, your only son, from Meî Gen.22:12 Even though the angel of the Lord in v 12 

spoke in the authority of YHWH, yet later on we read ìThen the angel of the LORD 

called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By Myself I have sworn, 

declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, 

your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seedÖî 

v15-17. from these scripture we can clearly see that the angel of the Lord in Gen.22 is 

most likely an ordinary angel who came to Abraham because before he uttered the 

blessings to Abraham he said ìdeclares the Lordî v16 to show that these words are not 

his own but the Lordís. 

But to say that all the passages in the OT that refers to ìthe angel of the Lordî refers to 

just ordinary angels is by no means admissible. On one hand there are some passages 

                                                
244 Ibid, 1281-1282 
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where the ìangel of the Lordî refers to ordinary angel, on the other hand there are some 

other passages where divine attributes are imputed to ìhw"�hy> %a:�l.mî and some 

other passages where the names of God alternate with ìhw"�hy> %a:�l.mî245 

Let us now study these passages246:  

      1- He is ìyai_r\ laeî ìEl-roiî the-God-Who-Sees: Gen. 16:7-13 

In Gen.16:9-12 the Angel of the Lord spoke to Hagar and told her ì"Return to your 

mistress, and submit yourself to her authority."  10 Moreover, the angel of the LORD said 

to her, "I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they will be too many to count."  

11 The angel of the LORD said to her further, "Behold, you are with child, And you will 

bear a son; And you shall call his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has given heed to 

your affliction.  12 "He will be a wild donkey of a man, His hand will be against everyone, 

And everyone's hand will be against him; And he will live to the east of all his brothersî  

The Bible then says that Hagar ìcalled the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You 

are a God who sees ìyai_r\ laeî; for she said, "Have I even remained alive here after 

seeing Him?" 

 Hagar must have been convicted that he had seen God without the mediation of a 

created angel; for otherwise, she could not have wondered that her life was preserved. 

                                                
245 Ibid, 1281-1282 
246 Hengstenbrg discusses some other passages which I see that his argument is not really strong and 
persuasive of the superiority of the ìangel of the Lordî He also argues that Michael in the book of Daniel is 
the same as ìthe angel of the Lordî who is Christ. I disagree with him regarding that, however; the point of 
this research is to discuss the divinity of the Messiah that is why I wonít discuss the identity of Michael and 
if he is the same as Jesus the Messiah.  
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The terror of the fear of death arises only when man comes in touch with God himself (cf. 

Gen.32:31; Ex.20:19; Ex. 33:20; Deut.5:21)247  

      2- The Angel of the Lord who appeared to Abraham and Lot: Gen.18 

In Gen. 18 we read that ìthe LORD ìhw"�hy>î appeared to himÖ as he was sitting in the 

tent door in the heat of the day; So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men 

were standing by himÖî v1,2. Reading through chapter 18 we see that there is a 

prominent speaker among the three men whom the scripture plainly called ìhw"�hyî.  

In v1 as we have seen the scripture says that ìThe Lord appeared to Abraham...î In v3 

Abraham called him ìMy Lord ëyn"�doa]íîIn v 13, 17, 20, 26,33 for examples, he is 

called ìhw"�hy>î Hengstenberg wrote that Abraham called him not fewer than eight 

times, YHWH, and six times ADONI248 v 22 clearly distinguish The Lord from the other 

two angels who were in his company ìThen the men turned away from there and went 

toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORDî249 

The question now is if the Lord appeared to Abraham with two ordinary angelic 

companions, why did the author of Hebrews addressed all of them as ordinary angels in 

Heb.13:2 ìDo not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have 

entertained angels without knowing itî? As Delitzsch argued that the words of Heb.13:2 

indicate that ìall three were finite spirits made visibleî250 

This argument is week because the author of Hebrews intended to treat the events that 

t\happened to Abraham and Lot equally when he said ìfor by so doing some people(that 

                                                
247 Ibid, 81,82 
248 Ibid, 83 
249 Ibid, 84 
250 Hengstenberg presentation of Delitzsch argument, Ibid, 85 
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is Abraham and Lot) have entertained angels without knowing itî and for this reason he 

didnít go beyond what was common to them both. Moreover, the angel of the Lord is 

likewise comprehended in the appellation, angels, for the name has no reference to the 

nature but to the mission251. 

Hengstenberg argues that the two angels who talked with Lot in Gen.19 were two 

ordinary angels for these reasons252: 

1- It is clear from the scripture that the Lord stayed with Abraham while the two angelic 

companions went to Sodom and Gomorrah as we have seen Gen.18:22. 

2- It is obvious that Abraham was dealing with one of the three whom he called 

ìhw"�hyî and ìyn"�doaî while Lot was dealing with both angels equally by calling them 

ìMy lordsî Gen.19:2. Both of the two angels in Gen.19 spoke with Lot (ex. v5, 9). They 

distinguished themselves from the Lord who sent them v13. 

It is no question that the one who talked with Abraham in Gen.18 is the Lord himself who 

brought the judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.18: 16-33). It is also no question 

that the two angels who went to Sodom were ordinary angels. Yet the ordinary nature of 

these two angels in Gen.19 raises an exegetical problem, because in v 17-24 the divine 

name and the judgment were ascribed to them. For example in v 21 we read ìAnd he said 

to him, "See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow 

this city for which you have spokenî and in v 24 we read ìThen the LORD rained 

brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavensî here we 

see that Jehovah who is on earth (note that it was only the two ordinary angels on earth) 

is bringing fire from Jehovah who is in heaven. 

                                                
251 Ibid, 85 
252 Ibid, 83-84 
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Hengstenberg recognizes that this is one unquestionable incidence where ordinary angels 

appeared in the name of the Lord.253 He tried to offer some explanations of why these 

ordinary angels were addresses and acted as God:254 

1- God told Abraham ìwill go down (to Sodom and Gomorrah) now and seeî Gen.18:21. 

YHWH, however; stayed with Abraham but he went down to Sodom when his angels 

went their. 

2- The angels didnít acted and talked in the name of their messenger (Gen.19:16-33) 

except after they have drawn a line of separation between themselves and Jehovah, that 

they appear in v13 as they are his messengers. 

3- We can understand Gen.19:24 as it was Christ who brought the judgment and that the 

two angels are to be considered as his servants, and that what they do is his work also. 

Hengstenberg attempt to explain why ordinary angels were addressed and acted in the 

authority of YHWH is not really persuasive. Gen. 19, in my opinion, is still a puzzling 

scripture with no satisfying exegesis.  

3- He is the God of Bethel ìlae�-tyBe( ‘laeh'î: Gen. 31:11-13 

In Gen.31:3 we read ìAnd the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, 

and to thy kindred; and I will be with theeî Jacob went to his wives to tell them to get 

ready to leave. In his talk with them, he recalled the word of ìthe Lordî he said ìÖthen 

the angel of the Lord appeared to me in a dream, saying, 'Jacob.' And I said, 'Here I am.' 

"And He said, 'Lift your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the flocks are 

streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all that Laban is doing to youî 

Then notice how the angel of the Lord identified himself in v 13  

                                                
253 Ibid, 1283 
254 Ibid, 83-85 
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ìI am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. 

Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your familyî 

Notice also how ìthe Lordî v3 is alternate with ìthe angel of the lordî v11 

4- His name is an alternative the name of ì~yhil{a/î 

In his blessings to Ephraim and Manasseh Jacob said  

ìGod, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,  

  The God who has fed me all my life long to this day, 

  The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil,  

Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon them, And the name of my fathers Abraham 

and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earthî Gen. 48:15-16 

In Hosea: 12:3-4 the prophet speaks of Jacob that ìHe took his brother by the heel in the 

womb,  

And in his strength he struggled with God. 

                       Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed;  

He wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He spoke to 

usî Once again here we see Hosea alternate the name of ì~yhi(l{aî with the angel.  

Hofmann argues against the identity of ìAngel of the Lordî in Gen.48:15-16. He wrote 

that Jacob mentioned God only twice; Once as the God of his Fathers, and once as the 

God of his own. Then in v 16 instead of naming God, he named the Angel who watched 

over him and that for the purpose of denoting the special providence of which he was the 

object255.   

                                                
255 Hengstenberg presentation for Hoffmannís argument, Ibid; 87 
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Hengstenberg agrues that Hoffmannís argument canít stand for these reasons256: 

1- The threefold blessings of Aaron in Num.6:24-26 ì"The LORD bless you and 

keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The 

LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peaceî this would lead us 

to conclude that the name of God could have been mentioned three times. 

2- The singular verb ì�%rEb'y>î ìblessî is of special significance. It indicates that 

the angel is joined to God by inseparable one, and that his territory is as wide as 

the territory of God. 

3- Ordinary angels didnít play any role in preserving Jacob throughout his life and 

were mentioned only twice in his whole history (Gen.28:12; 32:1,2) and even in 

these two instance, they is no mention of an individual angel but it always 

ìangelsî.  

4- The ìangelî canít well be a collective noun; for we nowhere read  in the scripture 

of  ìan angelî who comprehend in himself a real plurality 

We can safely conclude that ìThe angelî whom Jacob mentioned was although separate 

from God; yet he played the same role in protecting Jacob throughout his life.  

5- He is the one who spoke to Moses in the burning bush257: 

In Exodus 3 we read about the call of Moses. ìThe Angel of the LORD appeared to him 

in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was 

burning with fire, but the bush was not consumedî v2  

                                                
256 Ibid, 87-88 
257 Ibid, 1282-1284 
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Yet the scripture clearly teaches that ìthis angel of the Lordî is the Lord himself. We 

read in v 4 ìSo when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from 

the midst of the bushî (cf. v 7, 11, 13; 4:2, 6, 10, 11). 

 The ìAngel of the Lordî identified himself in v 6 ìI am the God of your father -- the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobî. In v 14-15 this angel 

identified himself as ìhy<+h.a,( rv<�a] hy<�h.a,î ìI AM WHO I AMî and ìHe said, 

"Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM (hy<�h.a,()has sent me to youî Moreover 

God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 

This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generationsî 

Those who maintain, that by the angel of the Lord we are always to understand an 

inferior and ordinary angel, argue that in this passage and the similar ones the angels 

speaking and acting in the name of God, and being addressed and treated as God.  

Some totally dismiss this argument on the ground that there is no ambassador who will 

reply to the inquiry who art thou?  ëI am George the 3rd, King of Great Britain, this my 

name foreverí 

Yet Hengstenburg argue that we canít pronounce this supposition absolutely untenable. 

There is one unquestionable incidence in the OT of ordinary angels appearing in the 

name of the Lord; and therefore the Lord is addressed in them. That is Gen. 19:18 Lot 

addresses the two angels by ìyn")doaî which belongs to God alone258.  And Lot said unto 

them, ìOh, not so, my Lord: Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and 

                                                
258 Hengstenberg argues that the title ìyn")doaî belongs to God alone. But the same title was ascribed to man 
Gen.23:6,11,15; Num.12:11; Ruth 2:13Öetc. Therefore the title in itself doesnít mean deity.  
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thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I 

cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I dieî v18,19. It is evident that 

while addressing the angels, he has the sender in mind. The angels in the same manner 

reply in Jehovahís name, not in their own ìAnd he said unto him, See, I have accepted 

thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast 

spokenî v 21. Calvin comments on this verse that even though Lot sees two yet he directs 

his talk to one. Lot uses their faces as a mirror in which to contemplate the face of God. 

At the same time, neither this passage nor Rev. 22:7 (which is usually used with our 

scripture in Gen.19 to support the inferiority of the Angel of the Lord)259 is fitted to 

counteract the blow inflicted upon the hypothesis, respecting the ordinary angel, by Ex.3 

and the parallel passages. The fact the requires explanation is not, that in one peculiar 

instance, in which the angel of the Lord was mentioned, that the Lord Himself was 

mentioned immediately afterwards, but as a rule there is an immediate transition from the 

angel of the Lord to YHWH or Elohim, and vice versa (as an example Gen. 48:15-16) 

There is something peculiar about Gen. 19 and we canít draw a general rule from it260.  

There are some other scriptures in which prophets are speaking. It seems like the prophet 

is transported into God and invested with his omnipotence, in order that they may most 

emphatically disarm the objection. An example for that is Gen.49: 5-7 in Jacobís blessing 

on Simon and Levi ìÖ  Let my soul not enter into their council; Let not my glory be 

united with their assembly; Because in their anger they slew men, And in their self-will 

                                                
259 Rev.22:7 canít be an evidence that ìthe angel of the Lordî is an ordinary angel who speaks in the 
authority of God. In Rev.22:1-6 we read about an ordinary angel speaking with John. And although it is not 
mentioned yet v7 ì"Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.î canít be the words of an ordinary angel. For it is clear that the one who is ìcoming quicklyî is 
Jesus himself (cf. v12,20) we also see a similar transaction from an ordinary angel speaking to John in v9 
who identified himself as ìfellow servantî  to Jesus himself in v10 who identified himself later on v.16.  
260 Ibid, 1283 
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they lamed oxen. Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel. I 

will disperse them in Jacob, And scatter them in Israelî  ( also compare Gen.27:37; 

Ex.13:19, 32:18 and Jer.1: 10). Hengstenburg argues that these are isolated passages and 

we canít explain the co-ordination of Jehovah and the angel of the Jehovah on the same 

ground261. 

6- Divine attributes are ascribed to the Angel of the Lord262: 

In Ex.23:20-23, YHWH says to the children of Israel ì" Behold, I send an Angel before 

you to keep you in the way and to bring you into the place which I have prepared. 

Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your 

transgressions; for My name is in Him. But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I 

speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. For 

My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the 

Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them offî 

Here we read of the ìAngel of the Lordî who can ìpardon transgressionsî v20 an action 

ascribed only to God (cf. Josh.24:19). God also talked about this angel that ìMy name is 

in Himî Godís name identifies who he is. It is his glory and authority. It is who he is. 

Godís declaration that his name is in the angel is to be compared with what Jesus aid 

ìHoly Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me (tw/| ovno,mati, 

sou w-| de,dwka,j moi), that they may be one even as We areî John 17:11 NAS 

Another scripture is to be mentioned in this context, Isaiah 63:8-9 ìFor He said, "Surely, 

they are My people, Sons who will not deal falsely." So He became their Savior.  In all 

their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; In His love 

                                                
261 Ibid, 1283,1284 
262 Ibid, 88-89 
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and in His mercy He redeemed them, And He lifted them and carried them all the days of 

oldî Here we see an interchange between God and his angel. God is described as their 

savior v8. The saving action is then ascribed to ìthe angel of his presenceî Then back to 

God who is their redeemer. ìthe Angel of his presenceî ìwyn"P' %a:�l.mî ìLiterally ìthe 

angel of his faceî In Ex. 33:14-16 God was speaking with Moses ìAnd He said, "My 

Presence (yn:�P' Literally my face)will go with you, and I will give you rest. Then he said 

to Him, "If Your Presence (^yn<’P' Literary your face) does not go with us, do not bring us 

up from here. For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in 

Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all 

the people who are upon the face of the earth.î Moses identified Godís face that God, 

himself, is with them ìexcept You go with us? So we shall be separateî The angel of his 

face then is him in whom YHWH appears personally in contrast with inferior creatred 

angels.  

         7-The captain of the Host of YHWH263:  

When Joshua stood before the fortified Jericho, the  angel of the Lord appeared to Joshua. 

He identified himself as ìthe captain of the host of the LORDî Josh.5:14. He demanded 

divine honor when he asked Joshua to put off his sandals (cf. Ex.3). He is called YHWH 

Josh. 6:2. It is interesting that Jesus in the NT designated himself also as the captain of 

the Lord of Hosts when he said ìOr do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and 

He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?î Matt.26:53 

8- He is the one who brought the children of Israel out of Egypt: 

                                                
263 Ibid, 90-91 
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In Judges 2:1-5 we read ìThen the Angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, 

and said: "I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your 

fathers; and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you. 'And you shall make no 

covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.' But you have 

not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? "Therefore I also said, 'I will not drive 

them out before you; but they shall be thorns in your side, and their gods shall be a snare 

to you.' So it was, when the Angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the children of 

Israel, that the people lifted up their voices and wept. Then they called the name of that 

place Bochim; and they sacrificed there to the LORDî  

In this passage The angel of the Lord spoke of himself as the one who brought the 

children of Israel out of Egypt and that he will never break his covenant with them. The 

expression ìthus says the Lordî is absent in this passage. Also the fact that the children of 

Israel sacrificed in Bochim show that they were persuaded that God has drawn near in a 

very special way. In the book of Judges there is not a single sacrifice mentioned in any 

other place than by the Ark of the Covenant except in case of an extraordinary 

appearance of God.264 

 7- The angel of the Lord and Gideon:  

In Judges 6:11-26 we read how the angel of the lord appeared to Gideon. ìNow the Angel 

of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in OphrahÖAnd the Angel 

of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The LORD is with you, you mighty man 

of valor!î v 11, 12. Yet we read in V 14 ìThen the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in 

this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not 

sent you?î we see here that the angel of the Lord is the Lord himself (compare v16). If 
                                                
264 Ibid, 1284 
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one would argue that that the angel of the Lord was presenting the Lord and speaking in 

his authority, why then the author of Judges referred to him as the Lord himself in v14. 

The angel of the Lord in his talk with Gideon attributed to himself divine characters. He 

is the one who send Gideon ìHave I not sent you?î v 14, and ìSurely I will be with youî 

v 16. Gideon attitude also prove his persuasion that he saw more than an ordinary angel. 

He told Him ìIf now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You 

who talk with meî v 17 these words of Gideon would make no sense if he was talking to 

an ordinary angel. Also his fear of death v 22, 23 shows that he saw the Lord himself and 

not only an ordinary angel (compare Ex.33:20, John 5:37, John 1:18)265 

6- The angel of the Lord who appeared to Manoah and his wife266:  

In Judges 13 we read that the angel of the lord appeared to Manoah and his wife to tell 

them of the birth of Samson. It is oblivious that the angel of the Lord appeared in the 

form of man. Manoahís wife described him as ìA Man of God came to me, and His 

countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome; but I did not 

ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His nameî v6 ( cf. v 8,10,11). 

The idea that this angel of the Lord was an ordinary angel can be drawn from v 16 ìAnd 

the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. 

But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD." (For Manoah did not 

know He was the Angel of the LORD.)î if the angel of the Lord here was the Lord 

Himself, he would have asked Manoah to offer the burnt sacrifice to him.   

This, however; can be explained because Manoah and his wife ìdidnít know that he was 

the angel of the Lordî Also, It could have been that the Lord speaks of himself in the 3rd 

                                                
265 Ibid, 1285, 1286 
266 Ibid, 1286-1287 
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person (Zech.3:2 ìAnd the LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The 

LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?") 

The angel of the Lord could be the Lord himself because when he was asked about his 

name he replied ìWhy do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?î v18. (cf. 

Gen.32:29,) 

And when Manoah knew that this ìMan of Godî was ìthe angel of the Lordî He said 

ì"We shall surely die, because we have seen God!î v 22 

The Identity of the Angel of the Lord: 

Hengstenbrg lists the different views of the identity of the angel of the lord. 

1- The angel of the Lord in the OT refers to an inferior angel who talked and acted in 

the authority and the name of his sender. In favor of this theory some church 

fathers like Origen and Jerome, and many ancient and recent scholars267.  

2- The angel of the lord is a natural phenomenon by which the Lord made his 

presence known like the burning bush. Against that, however; is in Gen 21 and 22 

for example the voice of the angel of the Lord came from heaven without any 

natural manifestation. And even in Ex. 3 the bible say that the voice of the angel 

of the lord came to Moses from the burning bush268.  

3- The angel of the lord is not a person who is distinct from YHWH, but he is 

YHWH himself appearing to man.269 

4- The angel of the Lord is distinct from YHWH, yet he has the same divine 

attributes, works and glory. That the angel of the lord in the OT is the ìWordî, the 

Son of God in the New Testament. 

                                                
267 Ibid, 1294-1296 
268 Ibid, 1296 
269 Ibid, 1296-1297 
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In support of this interpretation of the identity of the angel of the Lord270: 

2- As we have seen from the different scripture passages in which we have studied in 

the OT. The angel of the Lord seemed to be distinct from the Lord himself, yet he 

has his divine attributes, works and even the divine name. 

3- Apart from Origen and Jerome mentioned above, the universal doctrine of the 

early Fathers is that the angel of the Lord of the OT is the same as the Son of God 

in the NT. 

4- The author of Hebrew spoke of Jesus as ìTherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 

the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle (to.n avpo,stolon) and High Priest of our 

confession, Christ Jesusî Heb.3:1 and Jesus spoke of himself many times as the 

one sent by God  for example John 3:17, 34; 5:36,37 

5- The angel of the Lord who appeared many times in the OT totally disappears in 

the NT. We just read about ordinary angels in the NT. And whenever ìTheî  

angel of the Lord is mentioned (with a definition article) it usually refers to ìanî 

ordinary angel that was just mentioned before For example Matt.1:20, 24. 

Two objections could rise against the identity of the Angel of the Lord from some of the 

NT passages271: 

1- Stephen in Acts 7:30 called the angel of the lord who appeared to Moses ìan 

Angelî ìAnd when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord (a;ggeloj instead 

of ò a;ggeloj) appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of 

Mount Sinaiî  

                                                
270 Ibid, 1297-1302 
271 Ibid, 1303-1304 
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      It is true that Stephen described him as ìan Angelî yet the description of this ìangelî 

doesnít fit ordinary angels, For it was ìthe voice of the Lord came to himî v31 that came 

to Moses from the bush. This voice identified himself as ì'I am the God of your fathers -- 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobî v32. In v 33 we read ìThe 

LORD said to him, "Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is 

holy groundî so in Stephenís account of the story, the one who appeared to Moses in the 

bush was the Lord himself.  

2- In Hebrews 2: 2-3 the author of Hebrews indicates that the Law was ìspoken by 

angelsî which indicates that the Law of the OT was given through ordinary and 

inferior angels. 

If the author of Hebrews intended that the Law of the OT was given though mere angels 

without the direct participation of the Lord, that would be in direct opposition to the OT. 

Even the author of Hebrews himself wrote it was the voice of the Lord that gave the Law 

to Moses which shock the heavens and earth Heb.12:26. The angels of God played a 

great role in giving the Law (Acts 7:53, Gal. 3:19) yet that doesnít mean or indicate the 

inferiority of the angel of the Lord in the OT. 

Evaluating the evidences: Personification or Manifestation:  

Let us sum up our study to the ìAngel of the Lordî in the Old Testament. The question 

that we are concerned about in our study if the Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament 

was the Manifestation of the Lord himself, the Son of God, or if the Angel was an 

ordinary angel who talked and acted in the name and power of his sender?  
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With the exception of one hard passage of Gen 19:16-24; those, who believe that the 

angel of the Lord in the OT was personification of YHWH through an inferior angel, are 

really facing hard challenges from the scripture. 

1- The angel of the Lord promised blessings to man as if it is of his own authority 

Gen.16:10; He spoke of himself as the one who brought the children of Israel out 

of Egypt Judges 2:1-5. One canít argue that the angel of the Lord announced 

blessings and ascribed to himself divine actions because God was speaking 

through him. We have seen that the angel of the Lord before announced the 

blessings to Abraham, he said ìdeclares the lordî Gen.22:16 to assure that he is a 

messenger who is just announcing the promises of God to Abraham. The absence 

of ìthus says the Lordî before announcing divine promises indicates that the 

angel of the Lord announce that as if it is his own authority.  

2- The angel of the Lord He identified himself as God of Bethel Gen.31:13; as the 

God of the fathers Ex.3:6; as the Great ìI AMî Ex.3:14-15. If the angel of the 

Lord was an ordinary angel, he would have identified himself as ìa messenger of 

Godî for examples Luke 1:19; Rev.22:9 and not as God himself. The American 

ambassador wonít introduce himself to the president of the host country as ìthe 

president of the United States of Americaî but rather as ìthe American 

Ambassador; the Messenger of the president of the USAî    

3- The scriptures many times seems to treat the title ìangel of the Lordî as 

synonymous and alternative with ìYHWHî for examples Gen.18; Gen. 48:15-16; 

Ex. 3; Josh. 5,6; Judges 6; Hosea: 12:3-4. 
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4- He was recognized by the prophets of the OT as God himself Gen.16:13; Gen.18: 

25; Judges 6:17; Judges 13. 

5- Divine attributes are ascribed to him that he can ìpardon transgressionsî and 

Godís ìname is in himî Ex.23:20-23 and that his presence is the presence of God 

Isaiah 63:8-9.  

Personification or Manifestation? After evaluating all the evidence, We can safely 

conclude the angel of the Lord in the OT was the appearance of the logos who is distinct 

from ì~yhi(l{aî yet he is divine in as much as ì~yhi(l{aî is.   

 

 

Section 5: Jesus the Son of God: 

Chapter 14: Who called Jesus the Son of God 

1- The Father:  

a. In Psalm 2:7 the Messiah says ì"I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 

'You are My Son, Today I have begotten Youî 

b. In Matt.3:17 we read that during the baptism of Jesus, ìAnd suddenly a voice came 

from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleasedî also read 

Luke 3:22 

c. In Matt.17:5 we read during the transfiguration of Jesus ìWhile he was still speaking, 

behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!î also Luke 6:35 

2- Jesus Himself:  


