
D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0  

______________________________ 

 

 

O r d e r  o f  W o r s h i p  

 

         

 

 Song Service - 5:50 PM 

 Psalter 296: all 

  

 

Morning Worship - 9:30 AM Evening Worship - 6:00 PM 

Silent Prayer Silent Prayer 

Votum and Salutation* Votum and Salutation* 

Psalter* 399:1, 2, 3 Psalter* 261 

Reading of the Law Reading of Scripture 

Reading of Scripture Psalter 3 

Psalter 278:1, 2, 5 Apostles’ Creed 

Baptism & Psalter* 425:5  Pastoral Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer Psalter* 109 

Psalter* 77 Sermon 

Sermon Prayer 

Prayer Psalter* 199 

Psalter* 246 Benediction*  

Benediction* Doxology – Psalter* 196 

Doxology – Psalter* 241:1, 2   

 

 

*Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

           Sermon:      Sermon:  

A Visit from Mercy A Body Prepared 

 

Scripture: Luke 1:57-80 Scripture: Psalm 40 

Text: Luke 1:77-79 Text: Hebrews 10:5 

 

C h u r c h  F a m i l y     

Homebound: Remember in Prayer: 

Mrs. Barb Kwekel Mr. John Beute 

Pastor Al Martin Mr. Bob Timmer 

Miss Ruth Post Mr. Jim VanderGraaf 

Mrs. Esther Richards Mrs. Laurina VanderSloot 

Mrs. Lorraine Slopsema 

Mr. Teunis VanderGraaf 

 

 

Serving our Country: Home Missionary: 

Weston Kleyn Pastor Young Jae Lee & Family 

Calvin Vlietstra 14 Howard St. 

  Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442 

 

 

We would like to thank the congregation for remembering us in 

prayer during John’s recent stem cell transplant. The Lord has 

graciously answered those prayers in providing recovery and 

increasing strength. We pray that God will continue to give John the 

strength he needs. Thank you also for the encouragement via phone 

calls, texts, cards, meals, and other acts of kindness. To God be the 

glory.             John & Cora Beute 

 

 

____________________________ 

 

C o n s i s t o r y  M e m b e r s  

Pastor:      Pastor Ian Macleod (Chairman-Consistory)   616.401.3812                         

 

Elders:    Ron VanderBoon (Vice-Chairman)      616.446.0958 

   Henk Kleyn (Secretary)      616.780.9426 

   Tom Karel, Jr.      616.340.1607 

   Gerrit Kleyn      616.536.0990 

   William McQuade      317.440.5447 

   Bill Pols      616.437.3914 

   Ron Rittner      616.485.2344 

 

Deacons:   Jason Beeke (Chairman-Deacons)      616.893.2570 

   Ty Joseph (Vice-Chair-Deacons)      616.633.1964 

   Roger Osmun (Secretary-Deacons)       616.204.9077 

   Tyler Prince (Treasurer)      616.335.1143 

   Josh Hults      616.717.1466 

   Dick Spaans       616.835.1118 

 



C a l e n d a r  

"The Lord willing" James 4:15 

 

December 25 (Friday) 9:30 AM Christmas Day Service led by Dr. Jerry 

Bilkes. 

December 28 (Monday) 7 PM Deacons Meeting. 

December 31 (Thursday) 7 PM Old Year’s Night Service led by Dr. 

Jerry Bilkes. 

January 1 (Friday) 9:30 AM New Year’s Day Service led by Dr. Jerry 

Bilkes 

January 2 (Saturday) 7 AM Men’s Group Bible Study. We will meet in 

the cafeteria at PRTS. 

 

 

 

 

 

O t h e r  N e w s  

 

 From the Education Committee: Dear Parents – This year, the 

students in our Sunday School program will again receive a gift 

from the Consistory. Teachers will be in their classrooms after 

the service this morning to distribute these gifts, so please feel 

free to have your children stop by their classrooms briefly. If you 

are unable to do this, the gifts will be placed in your church 

mailbox this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is 

risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, 

and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

Isaiah 60:1-2 

______________________________ 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e  

 Today, Dr. Jerry Bilkes will lead our morning worship service, and 

Dr. Michael Barrett will lead our evening worship service. 

 This morning, the sacrament of Holy Baptism will be administered 

to Oliver David, son of Matt & Katelynn Bazen; Michael Alexander, 

son of Alejandro & Lydia Calderon; Harrison William, son of Kenny 

& Jill Remijn; William Robert, son of Michael & Katie Seal; Jack 

Robert, son of Andrew & Hannah Timmer; Chloe Jane, daughter of 

Philip & Brittany Vergunst; and Zhixing Nathan, son of Jason & 

Eunice Zhao. 

 Dr. Jerry Bilkes will be serving the Kalamazoo preaching station 

(Kalamazoo Reformed Church) this evening. 

 Bulletin notices for this week’s bulletin should be sent to the 

secretary by noon on Wednesday due to the Christmas holiday 

on Friday. 

 There will be a Christmas Day Service, led by Dr. Jerry Bilkes, on 

Friday, December 25 at 9:30 AM. 

 Next week, Dr. Maarten Kuivenhoven will lead our morning 

worship service, and Dr. Jerry Bilkes will lead our evening worship 

service. 

 There will be no Weekly Prayer Meeting on December 23 or 30. 

 From the Deacons: We would like to thank the congregation for 

your generous financial support over this past year. Truly, all we 

have needed, the Lord has provided. As this year comes to a 

close, and we look forward to the year ahead, we want to make 

you aware of our greatest financial need. With the growing 

number of children in our congregation, the Education Fund will 

require substantial support throughout the upcoming year. We 

commend this, as well as the other financial needs of our 

congregation, to your prayerful consideration. 

 

 

 



M e d i t a t i o n  
 

THE DAYSPRING FROM ON HIGH 

 

“Through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring from on 

high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace.” ~ Luke 1:78-79 

 

Some stars in the evening sky shine much brighter than others do. 

However, no star at night-time will ever sparkle with the light as bright as 

that of the sun. Even the friendly light of the silver moon can in no way 

match the sun’s cheering daylight. The warm light of the sun is more 

valuable to us here on earth than that of any moon or star. 

In the deep darkness of our spiritual world, no greater light has ever 

shone than that which was kindled when Christ was born in Bethlehem. 

Many of the Old Testament prophets predicting the coming of the Messiah 

spoke of Him as a Light in a dark world. For instance, the prophet Isaiah 

had a word of precious comfort for a people that walked in darkness: They 

would see a great Light. The same Light would shine on those that dwell in 

the land of the shadow of death (Isaiah 9:2). Moreover, did not the last of 

these prophets, Malachi, speak of the coming Redeemer as the Sun of 

Righteousness arising with healing in His wings (Malachi 4:2)? 

In the Bible, darkness is often a symbol of sin and guilt, of hatred and 

enmity, of foolishness and blindness, of rebellion and estrangement, of 

sickness and death. As long as we remain in our sins, we are alienated from 

our Maker. By nature, all men are lost wanderers and perishing sinners who 

do not know the way back to the heart of God. By departing from his Maker, 

man has darkened his own world. The darkness of sin and consequences 

can never be overcome by any human endeavor. Yet fallen man constantly 

tries, by all kinds of means, to lighten his dark world. Lights produced by 

human effort may be considered impressive in the eyes of those who kindle 

them. However, they tragically and sadly fail to lead fallen man back to the 

blessedness of the favor and fellowship of God. 

In the amazing compassion of the tender mercy of our God, the 

Dayspring from on High has visited us, to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death. No light has ever shone with equal 

glory and generated a more valuable peace than the heavenly Light kindled 

by the birth of Bethlehem’s King. The light of love, of pardoning love, of 

love divine, is revealed in the King laid in the lowly manger. This Light does 

not darken any of God’s attributes; rather, it glorifies them all. Mercy and 

truth, righteousness and peace have come together in Christ. 

The Dayspring from on High, the rising Sun of Righteousness, was 

shining in the dark world of Mary and Joseph and of Elisabeth and 

Zachariah. How deeply did they rejoice in the salvation of Christ! The 

Shepherds, the wise men from the East, and all who came in faith to 

Bethlehem shared in the peace of this heavenly Light. They praised God for 

the things that they had seen and heard. 

The Light of the World was still shining and brought the same joy and 

peace when John wrote his gospel around the year AD 100. The Sun of 

Righteousness has been the Unchangeable Light all throughout the 

centuries. He still shines today for all who walk in darkness and in the 

shadow of death. The light of the Sun is more than sufficient to drive away 

the gloom of spiritual darkness. 

The Dayspring from on High is qualified to enlighten the most ignorant 

mind. Christ meets the deepest need of all who come to Him. He gives 

sight to the blind, wisdom to the ignorant, mercy to the guilty, food to the 

hungry, rest to the weary, and love and friendship to the lonely. He even 

gives Himself to all who cannot do without Him. He has no equal in love 

and mercy. Every indigent sinner may and must come to Him for light, life, 

and liberty. 

How will we find true rest if we ignore the Dayspring from on High? He 

is the only Light that can guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Gerald Hamstra 
 

S e r m o n  N o t e s  
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 N u r s e r y   

Today   

Morning 

 

 

 

  

Evening 

 

   

Next Week   

Morning 

 

 

 

  

Evening 

 

   

 

 U s h e r s   

 Morning Evening 

Today Mark Moerdyk Jerry Phillips 

Next 

Week Steve Kleyn Greg Oliver 

 

O f f e r i n g s  

Today 

 

General 

 

Building 

 

Edison Christian 

Life Services 

Christmas Day: Seminary 

Next 

Week 

General 

 

Education 

 

Come Over & Help 

 

New Year’s Eve: Word & Deed 

New Year’s Day: Bonisa 

 

Please send material for the bulletin to Jamie Beeke by noon on Thursday: 

616.299.3369 or jlbeeke@yahoo.com  

The Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast, sponsored by our church, can be heard  

every Sunday on WFUR 1570 AM / 92.9 FM at 9:30 AM 

950 Ball Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

616.456.8473    www.frcgrandrapids.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.frcgrandrapids.org/

