
D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 1 8  

______________________________ 

 

 

O r d e r  o f  W o r s h i p  

 

  

         

 Song Service - 5:50 PM 

 Psalter 50: all 

 Psalter 200:1, 3 

 

Morning Worship - 9:30 AM Evening Worship - 6:00 PM 

Silent Prayer Silent Prayer 

Votum and Salutation* Votum and Salutation* 

Psalter* 299:3, 4, 5, 6, 7 Psalter* 252 

Reading of the Law Reading of Scripture 

Reading of Scripture Psalter 57:2, 3 

Psalter 110:1, 3 Apostle’s Creed 

Pastoral Prayer Pastoral Prayer 

Offertory  Offertory 

Psalter* 306 Psalter* 193 

Sermon Sermon 

Prayer Prayer 

Psalter* 281 Psalter* 420:1, 2 

Benediction* Benediction* 

Doxology – Psalter* 81:1, 4  Doxology – Psalter* 420:6 

                 

*Please stand if you are able 

 

 

           Sermon:             Sermon:  

A Restorer of Life: The Birth of Obed  Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Series: Three Births in Bethlehem (2) 

 

Scripture: Ruth 4  Scripture: Isaiah 40 

Text: Ruth 4:11-22  Text: Isaiah 40:3-5 

 

C h u r c h  F a m i l y     

Homebound: Remember in Prayer: 

Mrs. Ann Baas Mrs. Ann Baas 

Mrs. Barb Kwekel Pastor Al & Dorothy Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Neal & Jo Markwat Mr. Ron Nederveld 

Mrs. Esther Richards Mr. Pete VanKempen 

 

 

Serving our Country: 

Calvin Vlietstra 

 

 

New Contact Information: 

Jason & Eunice Zhao (District 1) Phone: 616.469.4606 

2965 Leonard St. NE  Apt. 2 E-mail: jason.ires@gmail.com 

Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

 

 

We wish to convey our sincere appreciation for your prayers, words 

of encouragement, and other expressions of concern for us during 

the onset and continuing palliative treatments of Ron’s current 

illness. We are both humbled and blessed by the outpouring of God’s 

grace to us. We do covet your continued prayers for strength and 

perseverance, however, in the days and weeks ahead. Our times are 

truly in His hands (Psalm 31:15).    Ron and Marilyn Nederveld 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

 

C o n s i s t o r y  M e m b e r s  

Pastor:      Pastor Ian Macleod (Chairman-Consistory)   616.401.3812                         

 

Elders:    Ron VanderBoon (Vice Chairman)      616.446.0958 

   Henk Kleyn (Secretary)      616.780.9426 

   William McQuade      317.440.5447 

   Dean Prince      616.836.9678 

   Ron Rittner      616.485.2344 

   Andy VandenToorn      616.644.9112  

 

 



C a l e n d a r  

"The Lord willing" James 4:15 

 

December 25 – (Tuesday) 9:30 AM Christmas Day Service led by 

Pastor Macleod. Sunday School Christmas Program will be at 11 AM. 

December 26 – (Wednesday) No Weekly Prayer Meeting due to the 

Christmas holiday. 

December 31 – (Monday) 7 PM New Year’s Eve Service led by Pastor 

Macleod. 

January 1 – (Tuesday) 9:30 AM New Year’s Day Service led by Pastor 

Macleod. 

January 2 – (Wednesday) 7 PM Weekly Prayer Meeting. 

January 5 – (Saturday) 7:30 AM Men’s Group Bible Study in the 

cafeteria at PRTS. Coffee and refreshments will be served at 7:15 AM. 

January 6 – (Sunday) 2 PM Jail Service in the Kent County Jail. 

January 6 – (Sunday) 4 PM Youth Group Meeting at church.                

Snack: Pols and Prince 

 

O t h e r  N e w s  

 

 From the Dorcas Guild: We would like to thank the congregation 

for the many items donated for our veterans this past month. 

Your generosity is much appreciated! 

 Advanced Notice: The Heritage Voices Choir will resume practice 

on Monday, January 7. We welcome those of you with a gift of 

singing to join, and we look forward to seeing you then! 

 Christian Ministry to Israel Tour: The tour scheduled for Spring 

2019, to be led by Rev. G.R. Procee, is full. To be placed on the 

cancellation list to take the place of any currently registered 

participants who may have to cancel, please contact John Wilbrink 

at john.wilbrink@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 

______________________________ 

 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e  

 Pastor Macleod will lead our worship services today. 

 Next Sunday, Dr. Jerry Bilkes will lead our worship services. 

 The Sunday School (Beginners-7
th

 Grade) will be practicing for the 

Christmas Program this morning during their normal Sunday 

School time. Please meet downstairs to line up. The Christmas 

Program will take place after the morning service on Christmas 

Day. 

 There will be a Christmas Day service on Tuesday, December 25 

at 9:30 AM. Pastor Macleod will lead this service. 

 There will be no Sunday School next Sunday, but we will still have 

coffee and a time of fellowship downstairs after the morning 

service. 

 From the Building Committee: There have been several instances 

recently, when our church building has been left unlocked, and 

lights have been left on. If you are the last one to leave, please 

make sure that the lights are off and the building is secure. 

Thank you. 

 From the Education Committee: Dear Parents – This year, the 

children in our Sunday School program (Beginner – 12
th

 grade) 

will again receive a gift from the Consistory. The 1
st

 graders will 

receive a Psalter, and the 2
nd

 graders will receive a Bible. All other 

students will receive a gift certificate for up to $10.00 to use 

toward books at Reformation Heritage Books. Teachers will 

distribute these certificates to the students on Christmas Day. 

RHB carries a wide variety of edifying and interesting books for 

children and young people, and we encourage you to put these 

certificates to use! 

 

 

 

mailto:john.wilbrink@gmail.com


M e d i t a t i o n  

 

THE COMING OF CHRIST 

                                                                                                       

Where did Christ come from? He came from heaven, and from the 

richest place in heaven, his Father’s bosom, that hive of sweetness.                                                                                   

To whom to Christ come? Was it to friends? No; he came to sinful 

man. Man that had defaced his image, and abused his love; man who 

was turned rebel; yet he came to man, resolving to conquer obstinacy 

with kindness. If he would come to any, why not to the angels which 

fell? ‘He took on him not the form of angels.’ Hebrews 1:16. The angels 

are of a more noble origin, more intelligent creatures, more able for 

service, but behold the love of Christ, he came not to the fallen angels, 

but to mankind. 

Among the several wonders of the loadstone, it is not the least that 

it will not draw gold or pearl, but despising these, it draws the iron to 

it, one of the most inferior metals: thus, Christ leaves the angels, those 

noble spirits, the gold and the pearl, and comes to poor sinful man, 

and draws him into his embraces.                        

In what manner did he come? He came not in the majesty of a king, 

attended with a life-guard, but he came poor; not like the heir of 

heaven, but like one of inferior descent. The place he was born in was 

poor; not the royal city Jerusalem, but Bethlehem, a poor obscure 

place.   He was not born in an inn. Here a manger was his cradle, the 

cobwebs his curtains, the beasts his companions; he descended from 

poor parents. One would have thought, if Christ would come into the 

world, he would have made a choice of some queen or person of honor 

to have descended from; but he comes from obscure parents; for that 

they were poor appears by their offering. ‘A pair of turtledoves,’ Luke 

2:24, which was the usual offering of the poor (Leviticus 12:8). Christ 

was so poor, that if he needed money, he was fain to work a miracle 

for it. Matthew 17:27. When he died, he made no will. He came into 

the world poor.                                                                                                     

Why did he come? That he might take our flesh, and redeem us; 

that we might have a state into a kingdom. He was poor that he might 

make us rich. He was born of a virgin, that we might be born of God. 

He took our flesh that he might give us his Spirit. He lay in a manger, 

that we might lay in Paradise. He came down from heaven that he 

might bring us to heaven. And what was all this but love? If our hearts 

be not rocks, this love of Christ should affect us. Behold! Love that 

passeth knowledge! Ephesians 3:19.                                                

Christ’s taking our flesh was one of the lowest steps of his 

humiliation. He humbled himself more in lying in the virgin’s womb 

than in hanging upon the cross. It was not so much for man to die, but 

for God to become man was the wonder of humility. ‘He was made in 

the likeness of men.’ Philippians 2:7.                                       

 T. Watson 

S e r m o n  N o t e s  

 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  



 N u r s e r y   

Today Room A Room B 

Morning 

 

 

Courtney Prince 

 

Jen Klaasen 

Aileen Rittner 

 

Audrey Bilkes 

Evening 

 

 

Melanie VanderBoon 

 

Maddie Prince 

Ang Joseph 

 

Emma VanderBoon 

Christmas Day: Renee Langerak, Lauren Bilkes, Josephine Haab 

Next Week   

Morning 

 

 

Rene VanderHart 

 

Lydia Karel 

Ingrid VanLiere 

 

Hermien Theron 

Evening 

 

 

Tamara Matze 

 

Julie Spaans 

Tammy Timmer 

 

Louisa Haab 

New Year’s Eve: Kim Kleyn, Joni Murray, Marijna Theron 

 

 U s h e r s   

 Morning Evening 

Today Jim VanderGraaf Steve Kleyn 

Next Week Mark Arnoudse Henry Boven 

 

O f f e r i n g s  

 First Collection Second Collection Collection Boxes 

Today 

 

General 

 

Denominational 

 

Come Over & Help 

 

Christmas Day: Education 

Next 

Week 

General 

 

Denominational 

 

Home Mission 

Work 

New Year’s Eve: Word & Deed 

 

Please send material for the bulletin to Jamie Beeke by noon on Thursday: 

616.299.3369 or jlbeeke@yahoo.com 

The Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast, sponsored by our church, can be heard  

every Sunday on WFUR 1570 AM / 92.9 FM at 9:30 AM 

950 Ball Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

616.456.8473    www.frcgrandrapids.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.frcgrandrapids.org/

