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O r d e r  o f  W o r s h i p  

 

         

 Song Service - 5:50 PM 

 Psalter 83: all 

 Psalter 304:1, 2, 7 

 

Morning Worship - 9:30 AM Evening Worship - 6:00 PM 

Silent Prayer Silent Prayer 

Votum and Salutation* Votum and Salutation* 

Psalter* 350 Psalter* 431:1, 2, 3, 4 

Reading of the Law Reading of Scripture 

Reading of Scripture Psalter 244:1, 5 

Psalter 415:2, 7 Baptism & Psalter* 425:5 

Pastoral Prayer Pastoral Prayer 

Psalter* 399 Psalter* 337:1, 2, 3 

Sermon Sermon 

Prayer Prayer 

Psalter* 242:3, 4 Psalter* 322 

Benediction* Benediction* 

Doxology – Psalter* 197 Doxology – Psalter* 243:15 

 

 

*Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

  Sermon:      Sermon:  

He Shall Glorify Me God’s Blue-Thread Reminders 

 

Scripture: John 16:1-16 Scripture: Numbers 15:32-41 

Text: John 16:14 Text: Numbers 15:37-41 

 

M e d i t a t i o n  
 

THANKSGIVING AND ITS AMAZING FOUNDATION 

 

“Praise ye the LORD, O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good; for 

his mercy endureth for ever.  ~  Psalm 106:1 

 

 Rich blessings surround us everywhere. The fountain of these mercies 

is our Maker. We cannot measure the kindness of our heavenly Benefactor. 

The various manifestations of the marvelous goodness of the Lord are 

without number. The entire harvest season has been wondrously blessed. 

The Lord made all things well, and our gracious Provider is worthy of our 

deepest praise and adoration. God’s name must be exalted. 

 Undoubtedly, this past season of your life has not been without 

discouragements and trials. Certain parts of this continent were seriously 

troubled by fierce winds that reached hurricane strength. We do not wish 

to minimize the grief and damage that people experienced in this difficulty. 

However, if the Lord had dealt with us according to our sins, things would 

have been much worse. When we consider the flagrant transgressions of 

our nations – and our churches are not exempt – we must confess that it 

is by the mercies of the Lord that we are not consumed. The goodness and 

forbearance of the Lord is of a special nature. His sparing grace and rich 

provisions give us many good reasons to come before Him with humble 

praise and thanksgiving. 

 The inspired psalmist extends an invitation to join him in praising the 

Lord and in giving thanks unto His name. He also alludes to the amazing 

foundation of true thanksgiving: the mercy of the Lord. Psalms 105 and 

106 are closely related. Seemingly these two songs contrast with each 

other; in reality they are in perfect harmony. They refer to the same 

historical picture. Psalm 105 exhibits the bright side: divine faithfulness. 

Psalm 106 shows the dark side: human ingratitude. 

 The lengthy and sorrowful confession of Israel’s transgressions is 

followed by the prayer, “Save us, O Lord our God!” (v. 47). The psalmist 

basically says, “We have often sinned. With sorrow we confess our grievous 

guilt. We acknowledge the punishment of our sins to be just, but we plead 

the magnitude of Thy enduring mercy, Oh Lord, once more bring us to our 

beloved land. Then we will fulfill the purpose of our calling, that is, to give 

thanks unto Thy holy name.” Considering the enormity of Israel’s sins, 

there would be no room for thanksgiving if it were not for the marvelous 

grace of God. After all these manifold transgressions, the Lord still 

extended His mercy. This mercy is the greatest of wonders. It is the 

foundation of Israel’s thanksgiving. Therefore, the psalmist exclaims, 

“Praise the Lord, O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy 

endureth for ever.” 

 When we apply the concerns of this psalm to our own thanksgiving, we 

may remark that the Lord’s goodness to us has also been extraordinary. 

But how have we responded to our gracious Benefactor? Have we been 

better than Israel of old? The nations on our continent are guilty. By and 

large, the God of heaven – the God of the Bible, the Fountain of truth, and 

the Source of every blessing – has been grievously ignored. And has not 



the church of our day been too much like the world? Like Israel of old, we 

need to confess our sin and guilt. When we do so uprightly, we will discover 

our only hope to be in the amazing mercy of God revealed in Christ, and 

we will join the psalmist in giving praise and thanks unto the Lord. The 

foundation of this thanksgiving is the crucified and risen Redeemer. In Him, 

the mercy of the Lord endures forever.        Rev. Gerald Hamstra 

 


