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I love jazz. I’m sold. I love the funky 
melodies, dissonant harmonies, 
messy tones, and uneven rhythms. 
But what I love most is that it’s the 
kind of music that tells a story.

A well-crafted piece—much like a 
well-told story—captures attention, 
takes you on a ride, evokes emotion, 
and inspires reflection. I can relate 
to the artist without hearing a single 
lyric. I find that magical.

Haters complain that some of it 
never resolves to an ending. There’s 
no ending at all. They just stop 
playing. But I’m okay with that, too, 
because I think it more accurately 
mirrors real life.

Some endings are happy. Some 
endings aren’t. Sometimes you even 
get to choose.

REDEEM contains stories of real 
people living out an authentic faith. 
Their lives, like yours and mine, 
may be funky, dissonant, messy, 
and uneven, but one thing is for 
sure: Their music is being crafted by 
the most masterful musician of all 
time—Jesus Christ.

Now, who’s in the mood for some 
John Coltrane?

ROLAND GILBERT
Director of Communications
rgilbert@friscobible.com

Contributors //

Niki Carbajal
Roland Gilbert
Jose Portillo
Darren Schager
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Katina Wilkins goes on a mission trip at her 
own kid’s school every Monday afternoon. 
She packs her bag and makes the quick 
drive to Bright Elementary, a Title I school 
in Frisco. She volunteers with the Good 
News Club, a ministry of Child Evangelism 
Fellowship (CEF).

CEF trains teachers to meet with children in 
schools and, with their parents’ permission, 
provide an opportunity hear the gospel 
of Christ. The ultimate goal is to establish 
them in the word of God and eventually get 
them and their families plugged into a local 
church.

The Good News Club ministers to 1st-5th 
graders and their time together includes a 
Bible unit, devotionals, songs, review games, 
memory verses and missions stories. It is a 
fast-paced and fun experience that keeps 
the kids returning every week.

Many children receive their first 
glimpse of God through the Club so the 
volunteers make sure that they are clearly 
communicating who God is and who Jesus 
is. Last year’s focus was “Getting Down to 
Basics.”

Obstacles

Proclaiming the Good News can bring 
challenges. Last summer, the Bright 
Elementary Good News Club had a large 

number of kids regularly attending, but lost 
several of the Club’s volunteers. Additionally, 
the group’s financial sponsor withdrew its 
support due to changes in leadership.

In response to the instability, Katina fell 
to her knees and prayed. And prayed. 
And prayed some more. She remembers 
thinking, “This is the Lord’s ministry and 
if He wills us to do it again, the Lord will 
provide.” She had a confidence that God’s 
hand was working directly in the details. 
But for many, the voices of opposition 
and fear became very strong. Despite the 
circumstances, she trusted in God’s plan 
and reassured her coworkers while waiting 
for Him to make His plan evident.

The Club did not need to wait long. A 
large Sunday school class from Stonebriar 
Community Church investigated beginning 
a new Good News Club at another FISD 
campus. They were not only financially 
ready to back a Good News Club, but had 
recruited people to serve in the new Club. 
However, Frisco ISD would no longer allow 
new clubs to be added.

Through God’s miraculous attention to 
detail, the Sunday school class became aware 
of the financial sponsorship needs of the 
Bright Elementary Club. A new relationship 
was forged.
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Along with financial support, the Sunday 
school class brought their desire to serve 
in the Good News Club and the Club 
increased from 4 to 12 volunteers. The 
increase in workers allowed for smaller 
group times, deeper spiritual conversations 
with the kids, and lessons on how to read 
their Bibles. One volunteer is dedicated to 
calling the families of those children who 
make a profession of faith. She discusses 
this gift the child has accepted and begins to 
develop a relationship with the family.

And the Bright Good News Club’s efforts are 
making an eternal difference.

One young student who began in the Club 
was an instant disruption. Volunteers 
consistently loved on him with a firm hand 
and reminded him that participation in 
the Club is voluntary. Through weeks of 
on-and-off attendance and encouraging 
conversations, he accepted the gift of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Follow-up 
calls to his family uncovered a spiritual need 
for his entire family. Now he, his mother, 
and his siblings are regular churchgoers. 

For 2015-16, FISD is allowing additional 
Good News Clubs to form and the 
Stonebriar class will be starting a new Club 
at Comstock Elementary. However, due to 
a new FISD policy, all Clubs are now being 
charged a per-child fee that participating 
children’s families would have to pay. 
The Stonebriar class has committed to 
absorbing the fees for all three Clubs they 
are supporting in order to keep it free for the 
children to attend.

With the ministry so needed and so effective, 
it’s clear why Katina remains passionate 

about the Good News Club’s purpose. “This 
feels like a mission trip every week. I am 
going into the battlefield every Monday,” 
she said. “These are our future leaders. Why 
not use the time we have while we have 
the permission do it? Anyone can be the 
beautiful feet bringing the Good News of 
Jesus to these kiddos.” 

You Can Help

Even if you’re unable to volunteer, anyone 
can pray. The Bright Elementary Good 
News Club leadership team is praying for:

•  A strong Christian leadership presence at 
Bright Elementary 

•  More kids to hear the Good News

•  More volunteers

•  That the FISD will continue to allow Good 
News Clubs to operate and new Clubs to be 
added in the district and abolish the fees 

•  Financial help to keep them going

To learn more about volunteering, praying, 
or starting a Good News Club chapter in 
your school, go to cefonline.com or call 
800-300-4033. 
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They were hopeful to realize a dream of 
finding better work and someday start a 
family. Their firm faith in God led them to 
expect His very best.

That was 2010. And while they will tell you 
“God provides,” some dreams have come 
true. Others have not. But let’s start at the 
beginning.

LOS ANGELES
Nick and Selina have known each other 
practically their whole lives. They grew up 
together in the same church in Los Angeles. 
But it wasn’t until they were 16 and 17, 
attending the same Awana Club at church, 
that they officially met and started dating. 
They dated for five years, got engaged, and 
seven months later got married.

The decision to move to Texas was primarily 
motivated by Nick’s desire to become a 
firefighter. A dream that was going unfulfilled 
in LA despite completing three academies, 
applying to more than 50 departments, and 
scoring a handful of interviews.

For Nick, his job as an Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) was only paying the bills. 
Driving an ambulance, he’ll admit, isn’t as 
glamorous as it looks. Dallas appeared to 
offer more potential opportunities to pursue 
becoming a firefighter. So he and Selina 
agreed that once they said, “I do,” they’d 
move.

DALLAS
Selina found work as a teacher at a private 
school within two weeks and Nick landed 
another EMT position within a month. Not 
bad, but they were still living with friends 
and were anxious to get a place of their 
own. This is also when they began attending 
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THE DAY AFTER 
NICK AND SELINA 
GOT MARRIED, 
THEY PACKED 
UP EVERYTHING 
THEY OWNED AND 
MOVED FROM 
LOS ANGELES 
TO DALLAS. NOT 
YOUR TYPICAL 
HONEYMOON 
PERHAPS, BUT 
CERTAINLY AN 
EXAMPLE OF TWO 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
FULL OF HOPE AND 
EXPECTATION.
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Frisco Bible Church and quickly plugged 
into a LifeGroup.

Their LifeGroup prayed with them that they 
would find a permanent place to live, which 
they did. They were also praying that Nick 
would secure his dream job. But “expecting 
God’s best” became “waiting on the Lord.” 
As the months wore on, Nick’s faith was 
tested as depression threatened to settle in.

Then it happened. He was completing a 
particularly exhausting shift, still as an 
ambulance driver, when his cell phone rang. 
“Are you still interested in working for the 
Dallas Fire Department?” Only moments 
before, he’d been praying for God to deliver 
him from the funk he was in.

“I pulled into a gas station and answered 
his question with an ecstatic YES,” he 
said. “I praised God and started to cry 
uncontrollably.”

Finally. They were sailing on smooth waters. 
They had a new home, a puppy, and had 
gotten great jobs. A few years later they 
decided it was time to start a family.

Soon enough, hopeful expectation again 

began to turn into waiting on the Lord. The 
months grew longer and longer as their 
desire to have a baby grew stronger and 
stronger.

Then, about six months after they began 
trying to have a baby, an alarming pain sent 
Selina to quickly see a doctor. That’s when 
they learned that she had become pregnant, 
yet had miscarried within only six weeks. “I 
didn’t even know I was pregnant,” she said. 
“So to hear that I was, and that we’d lost our 
first baby, was devastating.”

Further testing revealed that both Nick 
and Selina had physiological factors 
contributing to the difficulties even getting 
pregnant at all. The combination of factors 
significantly reduced the likelihood to the 
point that they were told they probably 
couldn’t have children.

This news, immediately following the heart-
wrenching blow of a miscarriage sent them 
wandering into a desert of despair. Their 
dreams of a family were being dashed by 
infertility.

“I felt discouraged, abandoned, let down,” 
said Selina. God’s blessings up to this point 
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I AM NOT 
GOING TO LIE. 
IT IS SUPER 
HARD WAKING 
UP EVERY 
DAY FEELING 
INSIGNIFICANT, 
INSUFFICIENT, 
FEELING LIKE I 
HAVE FAILED MY 
WIFE, FEELING 
HOPELESS, LIKE 
GOD HAS LEFT US 
IN THE DARK ...

“

BUT THEN I 
REMEMBER MY 
TESTIMONY.”
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became shrouded in a cloud of hopelessness. 
This new season stood in stark contrast to 
when they had successfully moved to Texas 
just a few years before.

Their LifeGroup proved to be a source of 
tremendous comfort and support when 
they discovered that others there either had 
been or were still on infertility journeys of 
their own.

“You can’t live in isolation. You need an 
authentic, loving community surrounding 
you,” said Selina. “Our LifeGroup has been 
like family to us.” Just being with them, 
and receiving encouragement from them, 
the LifeGroup has helped Nick and Selina 
remember their blessings.

Through their trials, and praising Him for 
His blessings, both Nick and Selina have 
learned to trust in God’s plan and to remain 
faithful as they wait on His timing. Nick 
has written about their experience with 
infertility in a blog post.

“I am not going to lie,” he writes. “It is 
super hard waking up every day feeling 
insignificant, insufficient, feeling like I have 
failed my wife, feeling hopeless, like God 
has left us in the dark. But then I remember 

my testimony.”

He continues, “I remember how God 
has pulled me out of different crisis’ over 
and over again. I remember how God has 
blessed me with the most wonderful wife in 
the world who loves me for me. I remember 
that God gave me the job I thought I would 
never have.”

Speaking of Frisco Bible Church he adds, “I 
remember how God plugged us into a great 
church where we could find great friends 
and encouragement.”

Selina shares the same gratitude toward 
the Lord though they have not yet been 
blessed with a family. The most recent 
urology reports still indicate a slim-to-none 
chance of conceiving a child. So she and 
Nick continue to pray expectantly for what 
God has in store. They’ve recently decided 
to adopt and plan to begin the adoption 
process soon.

“Through our infertility struggles,” says 
Selina, “the Lord is using us to share our 
story of faith, trials, trust, and hope. We 
desire to bring glory to His name.”

So they wait. Resting in Him. Expecting. 
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A couple of years ago our Executive Pastor 
Andy Sipes asked me if my company, 
McNichols Co., would supply some 
expanded metal screens to replace the old 
ones on the air conditioning units outside 
the gymnasium of the church.  

Unfortunately, through a miscommuni-
cation, the screens were never painted or 
powder-coated, and within a few weeks 
they were completely orange with rust.  

Not wanting to see the screens completely 
rust away, as well as my own pride of seeing 
my product look so poor, I went to Home 
Depot and bought a wire brush and a few 
cans of Rustoluem. With the help of my 
son, David, and my father-in-law, Stephen, 
we spent a couple of hours removing, wire 
brushing, painting, and replacing each 
screen.

I have to confess it was actually quite 
gratifying to see the finished result. Even 
two years later the screens still look great.

Why did I have so much joy cleaning and 

painting these screens? It’s probably the 
same reason why so many people enjoy 
restoring old cars, homes, and antiques. I 
believe we have a God-given desire to see 
things restored and brought back to life.

Then it dawned on me: the Gospel. These 
screens had undergone a transformation 
very much like what you and I go through 
when we first put our faith in Jesus Christ. 

We were dead, stained with rust, tainted with 
sin, destined for destruction (Ephesians 
2:1). But we’ve been washed (1 Corinthians 
6:11; 1 John 1:7,9) and we’ve been made 
new (2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6:4).

It’s often said that you can find new life at 
Frisco Bible Church. That’s exactly what 
these screens found when they underwent a 
transformation. They were washed, brushed 
off, covered with love, and given new life.

The next time you walk by these AC units, 
remind yourself of the amazing grace and 
new life we have through Christ. 

BY DARREN SCHAGER

new life
in christ
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Kids & Teens //

FB KIDS (birth-4th grade)
Sundays, 8:45, 10:15 and 11:45 am

Awana Clubs
Mondays, 6:30-8 pm (during the school year)
friscobible.com/awana

Pre-Teens (5th-6th grade)
Sundays, 11:45 am
friscobible.com/preteen

Middle School (7th-8th grade)
Sundays, 11:45 am
friscobible.com/middleschool

High School (9th-12th grade)
Sundays, 11:45 am; Wednesdays, 6:30 pm
friscobible.com/highschool

Adult Community GROUPS //

LifeGroups
A small group, meeting in homes, with whom you 
naturally and intentionally “live life.”
friscobible.com > Opportunities > Find A Group

LifeGroups: Sunday Morning Edition
Sundays, 11:45 am
friscobible.com/groups

Men’s Ministry
Bible studies, breakfasts, sports, and retreats.
friscobible.com/men

Women’s Ministry
Bible studies, Moms’ Exchange, and retreats.
friscobible.com/women

Young Adults (ages 23-30, singles and marrieds)
Fridays, 7:30 pm, off site
friscobible.com/youngadults

College
Sundays, 10:15 am
friscobible.com/college

Who’s Who //
Wayne Braudrick

Senior Pastor

Andy Sipes
Executive Pastor of Ministry 
Development

Jeremy Mikeska
Executive Pastor of Spiritual 
Formation

AJ Rinaldi
Pastor of Adult Discipleship

David Barnes
Facilities Director

Jessica Braudrick
Pre-Teens Director

Jennifer Bryant
Women’s Ministry Director

Joshua Chilton
Technical Arts Director

Matt Dalrymple
Middle School Director

Roland Gilbert
Communications Director

Sarah Gosvenor
Receptionist and Prayer Requests

Martin MacDonald
Missions Director

Rita Moody
Receptionist

Vicki Nix
Administrator

Jose Portillo
Communications Associate

Dana Rinaldi
Worship Director

Summer Sipes
Connections Director

Adam Southern
High School Director

Laura Uldrich
Children’s Ministry Associate
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Serve Others //

Discover your unique S.H.A.P.E. (not 
required, but highly recommended) and 
get started using your gifts to invest in 
the lives of others.

Summer Sipes, Connections Director
ssipes@friscobible.com

FB KIDS (birth-4th grade)
Sunday mornings, Awana, and 
Special Event Teams.

Student Ministry (5th-12th grade)
Sunday mornings, camps, and other 
special events.

Adult Community GROUPS
Leadership Teams, teaching, and 
activity organization for Men’s and 
Women’s Ministries, College, Young 
Adults, and LifeGroups.

Worship
Worship Band, Choir, Technical 
Arts, Prayer, Drama, Communion, 
and Breakfast Club.

Hospitality
First Impressions, Information 
Desk, Book Nook, Parking, Coffee, 
and Ushering.

Communications
Graphic design, writing, 
photography, video, web, social 
media, and All the Difference 
radio.

Global and Local Missions
Short-term mission trips, annual 
Missions Conference, missionary 
support, and community 
engagement.



Eldorado Pkwy

Pr
es

to
n 

Rd

N
or

th
 D

al
la

s 
Pk

w
y

Ro
ge

rs
 R

d

75

380

Sanctuary Dr

121

80
0

0
 S

A
N

C
TU

A
R

Y
 D

R
, F

R
IS

C
O

, T
X

 7
50

33
97

2-
33

5-
8

15
0

  |
  f

ri
sc

ob
ib

le
.c

om

SUNDAYS 8:45, 10:15 AND 11:45 AM

Service Times //

Assisted hearing services 
available upon request


