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Series Overview
2 Peter

FALL 2014

Objective

Premise

Theme

 What we hope to see God accomplish in
us through this study

 Why we are studying this

 What the study is about

Our western world is increasingly
intolerant of Christianity precisely because
it claims to have absolute truth. This
certainty angers a world that desires to
hide sin under a pretense of malleable
ideas that have no value beyond the
collective desires of humans. In such an
environment it is very important—for both
current effectiveness and eternal delight—
to remember the solidity of God’s words.

Peter’s second general letter has four
great themes that stir the hearts of God’s
people throughout the ages:

We continually grow up in Jesus.

STATEMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE
“His divine power has granted to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him who called
us to his own glory and excellence . . . You
therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, take care that you are not
carried away with the error of lawless
people and lose your own stability. But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:3;
5:17–18a ESV)
“Peter is about HOPE:
Heed what you know;
Open your eyes and ears;
Pursue a godly lifestyle; and
Expect Christ’s return.”
—Charles R. Swindoll, Conquering Through
Conflict, 8 [edited by WB]
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STATEMENTS OF THE PREMISE
“Therefore I intend always to remind you
of these qualities, though you know them
and are established in the truth that you
have. I think it right, as long as I am in this
body, to stir you up by way of reminder . . .
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture comes from someone’s own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:12–13;
20–21 ESV)
“Just as sheep are prone to wander, so
Christians are prone to forget the basic
truths of the faith . . . 2 Peter is a reminder
of the basis for Christian faith (cf. 1:12–13).
Faith in Jesus as Messiah is not grounded
on myths or clever stories (1:16). It is
based on sure revelation from God (1:16–
21).”
—Edwin Blum, 2 Peter, 263

1. Faith is based in revelation from God.
2. Growth is critically important.
3. False teachers are coming.
4. Jesus will return.

STATEMENTS OF THE THEME
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise
as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach
repentance. But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed.” (2
Peter 3:9–10 ESV)
“As we look at a world full of turmoil,
abuse, disease and conflict, it is easy to
wonder why God is delaying Christ’s
return. From God’s vantage point, he sees
one more ambulance with one more
needy person heading for the boat.”
—Dan Bolin, “Fresh Bread” blog,
June 25, 2014
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You’ve Got it All
2 Peter 1:1–4

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 1

OBJECTIVE:

We Know and Live by Our Rich Blessings.
Theme
Peter lays out his plan to stir up the
churches of Jesus. He does so in a
manner reminiscent of the Old
Testament prophets: contrasting the
wretchedness of the world and the
richness of God’s provision.

Ever Felt Spiritually Stuck?
At some point in our spiritual journey,
due to a variety of reasons, we can find
ourselves spiritually stuck. Like the
proverbial elephant that was chained for
so long, when its chains were
finally removed, it stayed right
where it was. Sometimes
Christians can mentally
disconnect with being
amazed by God and find
themselves not growing or
living freely in His grace and
power. Rather, we are stuck in the same
spiritual state that we were in six months
ago or even longer than that. We find
ourselves living off yesterday’s manna or
reminiscing over that spiritual nugget we
found two weeks ago. Or maybe it was
that college bible study, evangelistic
experience, or prayer group impacted us
so deeply.
When we live off yesterday’s manna, we
seem to lose track of time and find
ourselves stuck on an endless treadmill,
not going anywhere.

Stirring . . .
As Peter’s life quickly comes to an end,
what is most important to him is to

spiritually stir up the church of his day.
Though they were already established in
the faith and knew the truths he was
going to deliver, he felt compelled to
reiterate these vital truths with them
anyway.
Why? So they would grow in their
relationship with God, resulting in a life
of effective and productive ministry.
After stirring up their place of spiritual
“stuckness,” he exposes and describes
false teachers and leaves them with the
hope of Christ’s coming return.
The Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) does
not train their agents to
identify counterfeit
currency by studying the
various counterfeits but
by studying the original
intensely. Similarly, Peter
charges believers to remember to
saturate their lives with the knowledge of
God and His word. Then the counterfeit
will be obviously different from the real
thing because they have spent so much
time with the truth.
What are the truths that Peter wanted
hammered into these believers?
 God has given all we need for real
life and godly living.
 We can know God.
 We can be transformed according to
His glory, nature, and excellence.
 We have God’s promises.
 We can escape sinful corruption.

Peter wants Christians to get stirred
up. He loves us too much to let us
settle. We mustn’t settle:
 for less than robust, experiential
growth in God;
 for less than the real Jesus and
the real scripture;
 for false freedoms that actually
enslave;
 for this world when Jesus will
bring a better one.
—Wayne Braudrick
(Personal study notes)

DISCUSSION
 Would you describe yourself as
being more amazed or apathetic
in your relationship with God?
Explain.
 What has led you to be stuck
during your spiritual journey?
What helped you get out of your
rut?
 As you reflect on Peter’s life, in
what ways do you identify with
him? (2 Peter 1:1–4)
 Do you agree that the world is
wretched? How do you see the
wretchedness of the world?
 How do you translate the concept
of a bondservant into your
relationship with Christ?
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2 PETER 1:3; 5:17–18A
His divine power has granted to us all

Read 2 Peter 1.

things that pertain to life and godliness,



Who is Simeon Peter? How is he described?



What is an apostle?

us to his own glory and excellence . . . You



To whom is Peter writing? Who is “ours” in verse 1?

therefore, beloved, knowing this



What is the means by which we have received His divine power? (verses 1, 3).

beforehand, take care that you are not



What is the purpose of granting His “precious and very great promises?”
(verses 3–4 ESV).

carried away with the error of lawless

through the knowledge of him who called

people and lose your own stability. But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (ESV)

Peter is about HOPE:
Heed what you know;



Unlike the opening words of Peter’s first letter, Peter begins his second letter
by Simeon Peter. Why might he have used the name “Simeon?”



What is the meaning of a “faith of equal standing,” and why do you think Peter
emphasized that? (verse 1 ESV).



What does knowledge mean in verse 3?



What does it mean to be “partakers of the divine nature”? (verse 4 ESV).



Does the last line of verse 4 mean that we no longer sin?

Open your eyes and ears;
Pursue a godly lifestyle;
and Expect Christ’s return.
—Charles R. Swindoll,
Conquering Through Conflict, 8
(edited by Wayne Braudrick)

“In the Bible, we have all that we need for





life and godliness. While the writings of
If through God’s divine power, He “has given us everything for life and
godliness”, how can we become more purposeful in seeking to know Him?
(verse 4 International Standard Version).
What are some of the “precious and very great promises” that God has granted
to us? (verse 4 ESV).

teachers and preachers can help us better
understand the Bible, only the Bible can
impart life to our souls.”
—Warren Wiersbe, 2 Peter

As you reflect on your life, do you live in the abundant freedom provided in
Christ, or is your life weighed down by the corruption of this world?


If you are living in freedom, what does that looks like?



If you are weighed down, what does that look like?
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Grow on!
2 Peter 1:5–15

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 2

OBJECTIVE:

We Are Life‐Long Developers
Theme
Peter shows us the way to flesh out life
according to Jesus’ truth that with much
blessing comes much responsibility.

Growth Takes Effort
In the fifth grade, Benjamin Carson
thought he was one of the dumbest
students in the school. Why? His teacher
thought he was one of the dumbest
students, and his classmates thought he
was one of the dumbest students.
Fortunately for him, his mother thought
otherwise. She trained and raised him
and his brother to diligently read and
write daily. Soon he began to see fruit
from his effort as he was able to answer
some of the most difficult questions
posed by his teachers and became one of
the academic leaders in his school. As he
became a voracious reader, his passion
for learning grew each day. Today, Dr.
Benjamin Carson is a renowned surgeon
at the prestigious John Hopkins
University.
How did he do it? True, Dr. Carson had a
loving mother who gave him all the
resources he needed to thrive; but he
was one the one who had put in the
effort. Likewise, God has given us—His
children—everything we need to thrive
and grow in this world. But spiritual
growth is not automatic, even after we
are spiritually reborn. It takes
collaboration with the Holy Spirit long
with diligence and discipline as we “make
every effort” to spiritually develop and
mature (Col. 1:29, 2 Peter 1:5–7). While

God is continuously working in us, we
must also partner with Him in living out
our salvation (Phil. 2:12–13).

Growth Brings Results
Fruitfulness (2 Peter 1:8). The more that
believers die to their pride and allow the
Spirit of God to take control of their life,
they become more “conformed to the
image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29 NASB).
The more believers become like Christ,
the more the Spirit’s fruit in their lives
becomes evident. They are fruitful
because they are growing in their
faithfulness to God and He is blessing
their faithfulness. They are effective in
ministry due to their diligent effort in
choosing to steadily grow in their daily
Christian life, not giving in to becoming
spiritually idle.
Eternal Eyesight (2 Peter 1:9). Though
one must be born again in order to “see
the kingdom of God,” believers must
continually seek to improve their spiritual
vision (John 3:3 NASB). The way we
improve our spiritual vision is by growing
in our Christian character (2 Peter 1:5–7).
As we grow, we begin to see that the
fields really are “white for harvest” (John
4:35 NASB). When we have spiritual
eyes, we can see opportunities to
minister to those in need, see God at
work in everyday life, and know how to
more effectively pray. In contrast, when
we live idly and spiritually apathetic, we
become short‐sighted and can only see
from an earthly perspective. We begin to
become consumed with the here and

now, rather than living in light of
eternity.
Steady Walk (2 Peter 1:10). As we are
growing steadily and faithfully in our
walk with our Lord, He will enable us to
resist the controlling power of sin. We
are much less likely to stumble into sin
when we are consistent in our choices
and behavior through the power of the
Spirit.
Glorious Welcome (2 Peter 1:11). Peter
exhorts that when believers are life‐long
developers in Christ, they can anticipate
a glowing welcome into God’s presence.
What a joy it will be to enter into God’s
presence and hear from our Master,
“Well done.”

DISCUSSION
 How would you describe your
spiritual journey?
 Describe a time in your life where
you experienced significant
spiritual growth. What factors
influenced that growth?
 In making a parallel to your
investment portfolio, how are you
equally invested in your spiritual
life? Are you concerned about
spiritual returns?
 What kind of characteristics does
the contemporary church does a
Christian family? What does God
say?
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2 PETER 1:5–9
Read 2 Peter 1.


What “very reason” is Peter referring to in verse 5?



What characteristics does Peter say needs to be added on to faith?



According to God’s power and God’s promises, we get the privilege of being
partakers of God’s divine nature (verses 3–4). What is our role in living out His
divine nature?



What words are used to describe the person who does not grow in the seven
areas listed in verses 5–7? (verses 8–9).



What will be the benefit for the person that lives out these seven
characteristics? (verses 10–11).



According to verses 12–15, Peter identifies that he is reminding his audience of
something. What is he reminding them of? (verses 3–11).

The leading rule for the lawyer, as for the
man of every calling, is diligence. Leave
nothing for tomorrow which can be done
today.
—Abraham Lincoln
The pathway of life is strewn so thickly
with the promises of God that it is
impossible to take one step without
treading upon one of them.
—John Bunyan

In view of all this, make every effort to
respond to God’s promises. Supplement
your faith with . . .
a generous provision of moral excellence,
and moral excellence with knowledge,
and knowledge with self‐control,
and self‐control with patient endurance,
and patient endurance with godliness,
and godliness with brotherly affection,
and brotherly affection with love for
everyone.
The more you grow like this, the more
productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
those who fail to develop in this way are
shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they
have been cleansed from their old sins.
(NLT)

Summarize verses 3–4, 5–15.


Peter says to “apply all diligence” (NASB) or “make every effort” (ESV) in
relationship to faith. If salvation is by grace through faith, then why would
Peter say this? (Eph. 2:8–9).



What do verses 3–10 have to do with “entrance into the eternal kingdom” in
verse 11?

COLOSSIANS 3:23


God uses many different methods and people to “stir up” things within us that
we may already know. What are some reasons why we need to be stirred up?
What should our attitude be toward those who may be doing the stirring?



As we are to be life‐long developers, think about spiritual development over
the past year. Describe ways you would like to see growth.



List the characteristics mentioned in verses 5–7. What characteristic do you
think is your strength?


What characteristic do you need to put in more effort?



And more specifically, in what area of your life?

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the
Lord and not for men. ( ESV)

I started reading about people of great
accomplishment . . . and it dawned on me
suddenly that the person who has the
most to do with what happens in your life
is you.
—Dr. Ben Carson
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Our Great
Foundation
2 Peter 1:16–21

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 3

OBJECTIVE:

We Base Our Everyday Lives on God’s Revelation.
Theme
Peter describes why we as Christians
believe what we believe.

A Glimpse of Blazing Glory
In the book of Exodus, Moses sought to
see the face of God and once said to Him,
“Show me your glory” (Ex. 33:18 NET).
God responded by telling him that no
man shall see Him and live. But God,
being gracious and merciful, covered
Moses’ face and allowed him to see to
see His back after He walked by. Though
he was not able to directly see the glory
of God, encountering His presence alone
made Moses’ face glowing as the
brilliance of the sun.
Many centuries later, “Jesus took with
him Peter, James, and John his brother,
and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured
before them and his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became white as
light” (Matt.17:1–2 ESV). Unlike Moses,
Peter saw the glory of God unveiled
before his very eyes. God’s glory was not
reflecting off Jesus’ face but was
emanating from the Son. As the author
of Hebrews records, “He is the radiance
of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power” (Heb.
1:3 ESV). Not only was the effulgent
shekinah blazing from Jesus’ face; but out
of nowhere stood Moses and Elijah, now
talking with Him.

The impetuous Peter decided to speak
up; and while he was still talking, “a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased; listen to Him’” (Matt. 17:5 ESV).
Immediately, Peter and the other
disciples fell on their faces in fear. They
were going to die! The last time they had
heard about a voice speaking out of a
cloud to humanity, that voice said
something about “no man can see Me
and live!” (Ex. 33:20 NASB). Yet Peter
had caught a glimpse of the radiant Son
of Man as He would be in His coming
kingdom and lived to tell about it. This
was an experience Peter would not soon
forget.

Trustworthy Source
In Peter’s second letter, he addressed the
second coming of Christ (1:16). Unlike
the false teachers of his day whose basis
for belief was “myth” (a traditional story
that is not true), Peter assured believers
that what he said was reliable. He did not
receive his information from secondhand
sources. Rather, he was an eyewitness of
the veiled Word of God in the flesh and
the unveiled Word of God in His majesty.
Therefore, when he speaks of Jesus’
second coming, this is no concocted
myth. It was (and is) as real as was Jesus’
transformation before Peter’s own eyes
on that mountain.

More Trustworthy Source
As confident as Peter was in his
testimony of Jesus’ transfiguration, Peter
assured believers that the “prophetic
words,” or Word of God, were even more
reliable (2 Peter 1:19 ESV). Peter’s death
was coming soon, and with it, the end of
his verbal testimony. But just as the
Incarnate Word of God blazed in his face,
so the prophetic word of God shines as a
lamp in utter darkness. He affirmed the
words of the Psalmist, “Your word is a
lamp to my feet and light to my path.”
(Ps. 119:105 ESV). Peter was exhorting
believers that they should trust in the
certain reliability of the Scriptures as it
was (and is!) the true light that shines
brightly in the face of false teaching and
indeed originates from the Father of
lights Himself. The incandescent,
transcending experiences will last only
for so long, “but the word of our God
stands forever” (Isa. 40:8 NASB).

DISCUSSION
 Share about a moment in your life
when God impacted you like never
before.
 Share a scripture verse that lit your
path this past month.
 Why do you believe what you
believe?
 What is your authority for your
beliefs in your previous response?
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Read Matthew 17:1–13; 2 Peter 1:16–21; 2 Timothy 3:16–17.


In contrast to the “cleverly devised myths,” how does Peter describe himself
and the other disciples in verse 16? (ESV).



Why does Peter recount his eyewitness testimony about the transfiguration of
Christ? What is the purpose of miracles?



What is the “morning star” in verse 19? Explain how the Word is like a shining
light.



Define “scripture” and list some other passages where the term is used.



Where does Peter say that prophecy comes from? Where did it not come
from? Therefore, what does verses 20–21 say about the Bible?

So the majestic, glorious Father God . . .
in one statement established the unity of
the human and divine natures in Christ,
established the perfect love bond in the
trinity, because Jesus is sinless and
therefore a holy God and a sinless Christ
can be one in essence. He also established
His complete satisfaction with everything
Jesus said and did and thought because in
Him He was well pleased. Here is God the
Father affirming the deity of Christ,
affirming the humanity of Christ,
affirming the sinlessness of Christ and
affirming the perfection of Christ's work .
. . magnanimous statement by God who
can say such massive profundity in such
an economy of words.
—John MacArthur (commenting on the
Father’s delight in the Son in Matt.17)

Jesus produces the unsurpassable glory of
God; it emanates from him. Jesus does
not point to the glory of God as Elijah,
Moses, and every other prophet has
done; Jesus is the glory of God in human
form.
—Tim Keller, Kings Cross, 113
All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good
work. (2Tim.3:16–17 ESV)



Summarize 2 Peter 3–4, 5–15, and 16–21.


What “cleverly devised myths” was Peter potentially referring to? (verse 16).



What is the significance of the Father’s words in verse 19?



What does the term “Scripture” mean? What are some other verses where the
term is used?



What do verses 20–21 say about the Bible?

In what ways were you encouraged and/or challenged as you studied 2 Peter
1:16–21?



How has studying this passage affected your perspective?



In what ways are you or do you need to “pay attention as to a lamp shining in a
dark place?” (verse 19).



What promises can you claim from this passage? Spend time sharing those
promises with one another and praise God for them.

[I]n the Bible we have the preservation of
a completely dependable, authoritative,
inspired text . . . [T]he wonderful thing
about relying on God’s Book is that it
gives you stability. It gives you that deep
sense of purpose and meaning. No other
counsel will get you through the long
haul. No other truth will help you stand
firm in the storms of doubt and
uncertainty. No other reality will give you
strength for each day and deep hope for
tomorrow. No other instruction has the
power to give new meaning to your life.
—Chuck Swindoll
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That’s Messed Up
2 Peter 2:1–10a

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 4

OBJECTIVE:

We Wisely Handle the Bugs
Theme

The Bugs are Everywhere

Peter points out the reality that false
teachers will come. Rather than getting
God’s people stirred up, these heretics
make everything messed up.

Peter tells Christians that false teachers
will “secretly bring in destructive
heresies” (2 Peter 2:1 ESV). He uses a
compound Greek word pareisagō
(παρεισάγω), which has the connotation
of sneaking in alongside. In other words,
the false teachers will be among the
Christians. They have always been
around and will always be around. False
teachers are a perpetual threat and trial
to God’s people for these reasons:

In Chapter 1, Peter encourages Christians
to build up their spiritual strength. He
continues on in Chapter 2 to describe the
reason it is important to be strong.

Beware of the Bugs!
Few things are more calming than sitting
on the porch with a gentle breeze and
watching the sun drift slowly below the
horizon. That is, until someone turns on
the porch light!

When the light comes on, bugs swarm in
by the hundreds, buzzing around your
face, landing in your drink, and generally
disrupting the peace. What a mess!
There is no doubt that the light will
attract bugs; we simply accept that as
part of life. In 2 Peter 2:1–10, Peter warns
Christians about the bugs that will just as
certainly be drawn into their midst. Peter
calls them false teachers. Like the bugs,
they cause confusion, angst, and
irritation. What a mess!

 They introduce destructive heresies.
 They deny Jesus (“the Master who
bought them” in verse 1).
 They ensure swift destruction.
 They are alluring and popular.
 They blaspheme the truth.
 They are greedy and manipulative.

DISCUSSION
 What drives you nuts about the
sad and sinful world around you?
How do you deal with it?
 What do you think makes false
teaching attractive to many
believers? How can you identify
and avoid false teaching?
 How can you tell the difference
between a teacher who is well‐
intentioned but misguided, and
a teacher who is intentionally
deceptive?

God knows how to rescue the righteous
from their trials.

They are really messed up!

Peter tells Christians that God will
certainly judge the unrighteous and
rescue the righteous from trials. We
should leave it all in His capable hands.

The Bugs Will Be Destroyed

We Handle the Bugs

It may be helpful to reach for the
flyswatter and bug spray to rid the bugs
on the porch. But God does not need us
to attack or judge false teachers. Peter
tells Christians that God’s judgment of
the unrighteous is certain or “not asleep”
(2 Peter 2:3 ESV).

It’s still easy to lose heart when the
heretics seem to prosper and make a
mess of things all around us. But don’t
despair! In a parallel passage, Jude 20–22
provides guidance to believers for
dealing with the false teachers.

Knowing that judgment is certain, Peter
next offers incredible hope to believers.
In verses 4–10, he describes how God
judged the angels, the ancient world, and
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for
their sins. He goes on to say that because
God spared Noah and rescued Lot, then

Rather than getting distressed about
false teachers, the distinctive Christian





stands firm and prays;
rests in the Lord, waiting for His mercy;
shares the real good news; and
prays for, loves, and forgives the bugs.

They are really stirred up!
9
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MATTHEW 7:15–20
Read 2 Peter 2:1–10, Jude 1–24, and Matthew 7:15–20.


Where will we find false teachers? Are they most likely believers or
nonbelievers? (2 Peter 2:1, Jude 4).



What are the historical examples of deliverance cited by Peter and Jude?
(2 Peter 2:4–8, Jude 5–7).



What assurances are offered to the believers? (2 Peter 2:9, Jude 24).



How are we to recognize false teachers? (Matt. 7:15–20). List the
characteristics or fruits of false teachers that you observe in these passages.



How should believers respond to false teachers? (Jude 17–23).

Beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. You will recognize
them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thorn bushes, or figs
from thistles? So, every healthy tree
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree
bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot
bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree
bear good fruit. Every tree that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. Thus you will
recognize them by their fruits (ESV).

THE SLIPPERY SLOPE
There is an inseparable union between
one’s doctrine and one’s conduct. While
our doctrine should determine our
conduct, it is most often true that sinful
conduct is the first step to a perverted
theology . . . . Once men have become
enslaved to their passions, they will
quickly rearrange their doctrine to
square with their conduct.
— Bob Deffenbaugh,
The Teachers’ Hall of Shame



Think back on the lessons from chapter 1. How does chapter 1 prepare the
reader for the warning about false teachers?



Why is it important to understand that false teachers are “secretly” bringing in
heresies?



Peter assures the reader that the destruction of false teachers will be swift and
certain. Why is Peter emphasizing this truth?



What do you think Peter wants you to understand from the three examples of
judgment he cited in this passage? (Hint: They follow an if/then pattern.)



Peter writes in a style reminiscent of an Old Testament prophet, which usually
includes a warning, a reminder of truth, a reminder of judgment, and a
promise of hope. Can you identify those elements in this passage?

JUDE 20–23


There are false teachers in this world who eagerly and actively seek to
undermine our walk with the Lord. When we are not growing, our spiritual
lives become static; we cannot be strong in the Lord; and we become open to
attack. In what ways do you draw near to God?



We should commit to doing exactly what Jude describes (Jude 17–23). List
some practical ways that you can apply these principles in your life.



We should be alert to the characteristics and methods of false teachers. When
you consider false teachers in this day and age, what are some things they
could say to you that you need to be aware of? How would you respond
biblically to those ideas?



We should exercise great care for new or vulnerable believers so they don’t
become ensnared by false teaching. Consider Proverbs 14:27. How are we—
both individually and corporately—to grow and strengthen new believers?

But you, beloved, building yourselves
up in your most holy faith and praying
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the
love of God, waiting for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to
eternal life.
And have mercy on those who doubt;
save others by snatching them out of
the fire; to others show mercy with fear,
hating even the garment stained by the
flesh (ESV).

PROVERBS 14:27
The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,
that one may turn away from the snares
of death (ESV).
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The Trap of False
Freedom
2 Peter 2:10b–22

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 5

OBJECTIVE:

We Humbly Cleanse Our Hearts
Theme
Peter blasts the false teachers who offer
fake freedom as a cloak for prideful sin.
He then describes the nasty temporal
situation for Christians who fall into this
trap.

Most Wanted
The US Post Office used to display
pictures of the FBI’s Most Wanted. The
mug shots were usually
quite scary and the
description of their
crimes even more
shocking. You wouldn’t
want to meet one of
these guys in a dark
alley! In 2 Peter 2:10–16,
Peter paints an extensive
and graphic portrait of
false teachers—much like
a Most Wanted Poster—so
Christians will be able to
identify them and avoid
their teaching.

Promises, Promises!
In verses 17–19, Peter
describes false teachers as
“waterless springs and mists driven by a
storm.” Much like a desert oasis, these
heretics draw Christians in with false
promises. They eloquently appeal to
fleshly lusts and greed:

DISCUSSION
 What are some examples of false
freedoms that false teachers offer
today to entice believers?

“God takes pleasure when we’re
happy,” they teach. “Just do good for
your own self.”

 Can a believer lose his or her
salvation by becoming entangled
in old patterns of sin?

But Peter warns us to be careful . . . . It’s a
trap! False teachers promise freedom,
but they themselves are slaves to
corruption. There is often an element of
truth in their teaching, but it is taken out
of context.

BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD
We should be deeply touched as we
read such passages. On the one hand,
we should recognize that “there, but
for the grace of God, go I.” We should
see that the sensual lifestyle and
distorted thinking of false teachers
was once ours, until God in His grace
sought us out, saved us, and rescued
us from the “corruption that is in the
world by lust.”

The Trap
Peter uses graphic
language to describe
the trap in verses 20–
22. When Christians
fall for the
enticements of the
false teacher, and
become entangled
in old patterns of
sin, it is as a “dog
returns to its own
vomit” (2 Peter
2:22 ESV).
Having escaped
once and
choosing to
return, Peter warns that the
last state will be worse than the first.

Avoiding the Trap

“Go ahead: just do it.”

Just because believers are saved does not
mean they can’t be tempted by fleshly
lusts. It’s easy for Christians to become
complacent or prideful, and then fall for
the enticements of false teachers.

“We’re free from the law, so indulge
yourself!” they tell us.

How do Christians guard against false
teaching?

We should realize that false teachers
find many followers simply because
they tell a lost world what they want
to hear. We should realize that we still
struggle with the pull of fleshly lusts,
but that we must abstain from them.
—Dr. Thomas Constable, Constable’s
Bible Study Notes and Commentary
We find a solution in James 4:7–10:





Submit to God.
Draw near to God.
Purify your hearts.
Humble yourself before the Lord.

One of the keys to developing biblical
humility is found in the phrase “before
the Lord.” The more time we spend in
the presence of God, the more aware we
become of our own sinfulness and frailty.
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HUMBLE YOURSELF BEFORE GOD
Read 2 Peter 2:10–22.


Who are the “glorious ones” that the false teachers blaspheme? Why is it
significant to Peter that the angels refuse to blaspheme the glorious ones?



What are the characteristics of false teachers listed by Peter? How is this list
different from the one in 2 Peter 2:1–3?



Peter repeats some of the characteristics throughout the passage. What word
or phrase is repeated in verses 2, 7, and 18; and also in Jude 4?



What is the fate of those who fall for false freedom (verses 19–22)?

Read James 4:7–10.


What are the commands listed in this passage?



Why does Peter use such graphic language to describe false teachers? Is Peter
more concerned about the specific theology or the character of false teachers?



What are some fake freedoms that are prevalent in today’s culture?



Why do believers fall for the fake freedoms offered by the false teachers?



Refer to the repeated words or phrases that you identified above. What do
these words mean, and why are they repeated?



What should be our response to false teachers?



Are believers who fall into the trap of false teaching still saved?



Why is godly character so important among church leaders?



What are some fake freedoms that may be particularly tempting to you?



We should apply the behaviors listed in James 4:7–10. What are some practical
ways that you can put those behaviors into practice this week?



Do you know any believers who have fallen into a trap of false freedom? How
can you minister to that person?

Suppose a company of ugly, uncomely,
deformed persons dwelt together in one
house; and suppose that they never yet
saw any man or woman more than
themselves, or that were arrayed with the
splendours and perfections of nature;
these would not be capable of comparing
themselves with any but themselves, and
consequently would not be affected and
made sorry for their uncomely natural
defections. But now bring them out of
their cells and holes of darkness, where
they have been shut up by themselves,
and let them take a view of the splendour
and perfections of beauty that are in
others, and then, if at all, they will be
sorry and dejected at the view of their
own defects.
This is the case; men by sin are marred,
spoiled, corrupted, depraved, but they
may dwell by themselves in the dark; they
see neither God, nor angels, nor saints, in
their excellent nature and beauty: and
therefore they are apt to count their own
uncomely parts their ornaments and their
glory. But now let such, as I said, see God,
see saints, or the ornaments of the Holy
Ghost, and themselves as they are
without them, and then they cannot but
must be affected with and sorry for their
own deformity.
When the Lord Christ put forth but little
of his excellency before his servant
Peter's face, it raised up the depravity of
Peter's nature before him to his great
confusion and shame; and made him cry
out to him in the midst of all his fellows,
'Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord' (Luke 5:4– 8).
This therefore is the cause of a broken
heart, even a sight of divine excellencies,
and a sense that I am a poor, depraved,
spoiled defiled wretch; and this sight
having broken the heart, begets sorrow in
the broken‐hearted.
— John Bunyan,
The Acceptable Sacrifice
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Battle Plan for
Victory
2 Peter 3:1–9

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 6

OBJECTIVE:

We Think and Live Rightly
Theme
In 2 Peter 1, Peter encourages Christians
to build up spiritual strength. In chapter
2, he describes the reason it is important
to be strong.
Now in Chapter 3, Peter prepares us for
the inevitable spiritual battles that come
at us in this life. Stepping beyond our
limits of space and time, Peter shows us
a depth of theology that changes
perspectives. Further, he prepares us for
these thought battles in a manner similar
to what a football coach employs in
preparing a quarterback. He emphasizes
truths to remember, attacks to watch out
for, and issues that must not be (but
often are) missed.

Deception
Think about how deception works. A con
artist convinces you to invest a large
amount of money in a venture which
“really isn’t risky at all.” The arguments
are so convincing, that you feel foolish to
not give him your money. Only later—
when your money is long gone with no
hope of return—do the inaccuracies of
what was said become painfully obvious.
Whether it’s a door‐to‐door scam, an
amazing Houdini act, or someone trying
to avoid responsibility, deception always

The most insidious lies contain a
grain of truth.

involves one main thing: twisting, or
completely ignoring, the facts.

“Just the Facts, Ma’am”
Facts are deadly to deception. In the
third chapter of his second letter, Peter
tells us to get in the know! We know
what the truth is, and that’s because the
Old Testament prophets and the
apostles of our Lord and Savior have told
us the facts.
FACT: The Lord will come back one day
in judgment (2 Peter 3:7).
FACT: Some people will mock and scoff
at the facts of the Lord’s return and
judgment (2 Peter 3:3).
FACT: God is a God of judgment, but also
a God of mercy (2 Peter 3:9).

Deception is most effective when
the facts are unknown or not
readily recalled to mind—that is,
when we are not prepared to fight.

Prepare for Battle
We are in a battle with enemies both
spiritual and physical. Peter tells us in
verses 1 and 2 how we should prepare for
battle: we keep our minds pure by
holding fast to the true teachings of the
holy prophets and our Lord (i.e. just the
facts). We will then be prepared to fight
using the truth of God’s word against
those who wish to twist and ignore it. We
shouldn’t be surprised when people

DISCUSSION
Think of, or describe, an incident
where you were tricked, deceived,
fooled, etc. It could be a malicious
incident (like a scam), or one in good
fun (like a magician’s show).
 Did you know at the time that you
were being fooled? How did you
know, or not know?
 If the incident was malicious,
what were the motives of the
person or persons trying to
deceive you?
Have you ever been surprised by
something that you actually knew was
going to happen? Why were you
surprised?
 Why do people fall for malicious
deceptions such as scams?

mock and scoff at the facts God has
revealed. And we must not be fooled or
deceived by their arguments or
naysaying against what God has clearly
stated. Peter tells us that such people will
almost invariably have their own
interests at heart, not the spiritual best
interests of God’s people.
Be on your guard! Don’t be fooled and
don’t be surprised. Prepare yourself for
battle with the facts of God’s word. Peter
calls us to keep our mind pure and
sincere so we can think and live rightly in
the face of battle.
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STIR UP YOUR MEMORY
Read 2 Peter 3:1–2 and 2 Peter 1:13–15.
 Why is Peter writing this letter?
 What is Peter eager to remind us of in verse 2?

I am stirring up your sincere mind by
way of reminder . . . .
—Simeon Peter,
2 Peter 3:1 (ESV)

 How does Peter describe the heart and motivations of the scoffers in verse 3?
 What does Peter say the scoffers are “deliberately overlooking” in verse 6?
(ESV).
 What does Peter warn us to not overlook? (verse 8).
 What does Peter say is the reason behind the seeming delay of the Lord’s
return? (verse 9).

[I]t is not sufficiently considered that
men more frequently require to be
reminded than informed.
—Samuel Johnson,
The Rambler No.2 (1750)

PETER’S WRITING STYLE
Peter writes in a style rather akin to an
OT prophet. In each section he
combines warnings, reminders of truth
and judgment, and promises of
hope. . . . These warnings, promises,
and reminders work together in leading
the covenant believer to diligence. That
exact formula—warnings, promises,
and reminders leading to diligence—is
the hallmark of the Hebrew prophets.



How does this chapter tie in to Peter’s flow of thought from chapter 2?



Read Acts 18:24–28. Compare the inaccurate teaching of Apollos in Ephesus
with the teaching of the scoffers Peter describes. What is the significant
difference?



How does Peter characterize the type of mind we should have (2 Peter 3:1)?
He could have omitted the adjective in front of “mind” but he didn’t. What is
its significance?



What is the deception being practiced by the scoffers? How does Peter expose
the lie?



What does verse 8 teach us about the nature of God the Creator?



What two characteristics of God are evident from verses 7 and 9 of 2 Peter 3?

—Wayne Braudrick, Study Notes

1 PETER 5:6–9


When does God’s timing affect your opinion of God’s faithfulness? Do you
become your own scoffer?



How are we availing ourselves of God’s patience?



Are you being actively patient with others as God is with you? Are you letting
God’s patience shine wholly bright through you?



How do you keep yourself prepared for the types of thought battles which
Peter describes?



Do you make an effort to regularly “stir up your sincere mind by way of
reminder” with all of God’s word, to help you think and live rightly? (2 Peter 3:1
ESV).

Humble yourselves, therefore, under
the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you, casting
all your anxieties on him, because he
cares for you. Be sober‐minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. Resist him,
firm in your faith (ESV).
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Now and Forever
2 Peter 3:10–18

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 7

OBJECTIVE:

We Are Growing Up Right
Theme
Peter looks ahead, seeing through the
prophets and the gospels the great
change that is to come. In light of that
prophetic truth, he lays out a powerful
series of commands that answer the
question: “How should we then live?”

What Are You Waiting For?
As we studied in the previous lesson, we
know for a fact that the Lord is returning
in judgment. Peter refers to this as “the
day of the Lord” and says that it includes
a total universe makeover (verses 10–13).
Universe 2.0 will be amazing—“new
heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells” (verse 13 ESV).
But it’s not yet. Just as the Lord is being
patient with us (verse 9), we must also be
patient. We do not know when the Lord
will return. Three times in three verses,
Peter says we are “waiting for” these
things (verses 12–14 ESV).

Anticipation
How hard is that? Especially in today’s
instant‐everything culture, we don’t like
to wait. People get irritated at having to
wait through a red light, or waiting in a
doctor’s or dentist’s office, or waiting for
a table at a popular restaurant.
Anticipation is somewhat of a
disappearing art. Heinz Ketchup was
probably the last, maybe the only,
product to successfully market the idea
of waiting. “Anticipation – it’s making me
wait” ran their jingle, to a seemingly

slow‐motion video of the tasty sauce
inching its way out of the overturned
bottle.

DISCUSSION

Apparently, even Heinz
eventually got tired of
waiting. The slow‐
moving ketchup is
now available
in an upside‐
down
squeeze
bottle,
optimized in
every way for
speedily serving the contents onto your
food or plate. No waiting required.

“What Sort of People…?”
In contrast to our culture that lacks self‐
control and embraces instant‐
gratification, God calls us to wait on His
timing to make all things new. More
important than the need to wait,
however, is the manner of our waiting.
Peter closes his letter with a discussion of
the question, “[W]hat sort of people
ought you to be . . . waiting for . . . the
coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11–
12 ESV).
The answer
includes
words like
“holy,” “godly,”
“diligent to be
found by him without spot or blemish,”
and “at peace” (verses 11 NLT and 14
ESV). Here is no room for slacking,
license, or inattention.



What are some things which
cause us to wait?



Do you ever force yourself to wait
for something when you could
choose to not wait? What are
some reasons for which people
would do this?



Why is it hard to wait?



Is waiting something you’re good
at?



What kind of person are you when
you are forced to wait?

In waiting and growing, we must allow
His light to shine through us, doing all for
His glory.
.

But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory
both now and to the day of
eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:18 ESV)
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GROWTH MINDSET
Read 2 Peter 3:10–18.
 According to 2 Peter 3:10–12, what is going to happen to the current world?
 How do we know there will be new heavens and a new earth? (verse 13).
 What is Peter’s opinion of Paul’s letters and writings? (verses 15–16) .
 What is the purpose for being on guard, or taking care, in verse 17?
 What are the active verbs in this passage (verses 10–18)? What is Peter saying
that we should be about?
 What does Peter conclude that we should be doing while we wait?
(verse 18).

Growth is critically important. To
continue to grow in God’s grace
confirms truth to the world and secures
eternal rewards for the believer. The
Christian must not erode into error in
thinking and living. To do so creates an
unmitigated mess that leaves the
Christian in a terrible state – unable to
truly enjoy sin like a worldling and
incapable of enjoying the Spirit whom
he grieves.
—Wayne Braudrick,
Study Notes

TRAITS OF FALSE PROPHETS
The false prophets of Peter’s day and of
our own all share four basic traits. First,
they are more interested in gaining
popularity than in declaring truth.
Second, they’re more interested in
receiving than in giving – whether it’s
money, fame, or power. Third, their
personal lives model a seduction toward
evil. And fourth, they ultimately lead
people from God, not to Him.
—Lee Hough & Charles Swindoll,
Conquering Through Conflict

 How does this section (verses 10–18) flow from Peter’s thoughts in verses 1–9?
 What does Peter imply by saying that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief? (verse 10)
 Compare with Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 24:36–44 and Luke 12:35–40.
 Compare with Paul’s teaching in 1 Thessalonians 5:1–6.
 Compare with John’s vision recorded in Revelation 3:3 and 16:15.
 In each of verses 12, 13, and 14, Peter uses the phrase “waiting for.” What is
Peter doing with this deliberate repetition?
 Peter knows his time on earth is short (2 Peter 1:14). This could be his last
letter, and this is now the end of the letter. What kind of impact do you think
this closing section had on Peter’s first century audience?

REVELATION 22:12–13, 17, 20
 What are some truths that are distorted by false teachers today?
 How do we keep from being carried away by such false teachings? (See
verse 18.)
 What does it look like when we as Christians are impatient for the Lord’s
return? Why are some not comfortable waiting on God’s timing?
 Are you personally waiting for Christ’s return with eagerness? Do you
anticipate it the way a child anticipates Christmas morning?
 Thinking back through this whole letter, what is the source of our ability to
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”?
(verse 18 ESV). (Review 2 Peter 1: 3–4.)

“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay each one
for what he has done. I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.”
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”
He who testifies to these things says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus! (ESV)
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Appendix

Series Overview
Objective:

PASTOR’S SUGGESTED
READING

That we continually grow up in Jesus.

Anderson, Opening Up 2 Peter

Statements of the objective:

Arichea & Hatton, A Handbook on the
Second Letter of Peter

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence . . . You therefore,
beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error
of lawless people and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:3; 5:17–18a ESV)
“Peter is about HOPE:
Heed what you know;
Open your eyes and ears;
Pursue a godly lifestyle; and
Expect Christ’s return.”
—Charles R. Swindoll, Conquering Through Conflict, 8
[edited by Wayne Braudrick]

Barclay, Letters of James and Peter
Bauckham, 2 Peter, Jude (Word)
Blum, 2 Peter (EBC)
Calvin & Owen, Commentaries on the
Catholic Epistles
Gangel, 2 Peter (BKC)
Hillyer, 1 and 2 Peter, Jude (NIBC)
Jackson, Jude‐2 Peter Parallels
Lange, 2 Peter

Premise:

Selwyn, The Second Epistle of St. Peter

Our western world is increasingly intolerant of Christianity precisely because it claims to
have absolute truth. This certainty angers a world that desires to hide sin under a pretense
of malleable ideas that have no value beyond the collective desires of humans. In such an
environment it is very important—for both current effectiveness and eternal delight—to
remember the solidity of God’s words.

Schreiner, 1,2 Peter and Jude (NAC)

Utley, The Gospel According to Peter:
Mark & I, II Peter

Statements of the premise:

Walls & Anders, I & II Peter (Holman)

Swindoll, Conquering Through Conflict

Warfield, “The Canonicity of 2 Peter”
“Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and
are established in the truth that you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir
you up by way of reminder...knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:12–
13; 20–21 ESV)
“Just as sheep are prone to wander, so Christians are prone to forget the basic truths of the faith . . . 2 Peter is a reminder of the basis
for Christian faith (cf. 1:12–13). Faith in Jesus as Messiah is not grounded on myths or clever stories (1:16). It is based on sure revelation
from God (1:16–21).”
—Edwin Blum, 2 Peter, 263
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Theme of the study:
Peter’s second general letter has four great themes that stir the hearts of God’s people throughout the ages:
1.

The basis of faith is true revelation from God. God’s word is a major emphasis in the text—His spoken word in creation, His
inspired word recorded in scripture and the living word of God the Son.

2.

Growth is critically important. To continue to grow in God’s grace confirms truth to the world and secures eternal rewards for
the believer. The Christian must not erode into error in thinking and living. To do so creates an unmitigated mess that leaves
the Christian in a terrible state—unable to truly enjoy sin like a “worldling” and incapable of enjoying the Spirit whom he
grieves.

3.

False teachers are coming. They are arrogant, self‐centered, and greedy. Yet they slip into positions of authority by covering
their immorality with a guise of freedom.

4.

Jesus will return. Though God’s timing is beyond our ken, He is at work in ways we can’t fathom and will complete every aspect
of His promises in His time.

Statements of the theme:
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” (2 Peter 3:9–10 ESV)
“As we look at a world full of turmoil, abuse, disease and conflict, it is easy to wonder why God is delaying Christ’s return. From God’s
vantage point, he sees one more ambulance with one more needy person heading for the boat.”
—Dan Bolin, “Fresh Bread” blog, June 25, 2014
“Peter wants Christians to get stirred up. He loves us to much to let us settle. We mustn’t settle:
for less than robust, experiential growth in God;
for less than the real Jesus and the real scripture;
for false freedoms that actually enslave;
for this world when Jesus will bring a better one.” – Wayne Braudrick personal study notes

Background to Second Peter
Who is Simeon Peter? This outspoken apostle is one that I think we can all identify with at one time or another. In one instance, he’s
commended for recognizing that his beloved Rabbi is indeed the Messiah; but in the very next paragraph, Peter receives the
infamously harsh rebuke for refusing to accept that his Messiah had come to suffer (Mark 8:27–33). Like other of his countrymen, he
likely expected a political King victorious over the Romans, not a spiritual conqueror of sin.
Our first introduction to Simon Peter comes when his brother Andrew announced, “We have found the Messiah!” (John 1:41 ESV). (For
note on usage of “Simeon,” see Appendix.) Already a follower of John the Baptist, Andrew met and believed in Jesus and introduced
Him to his fisherman brother. At that first meeting, Jesus said to Simon, “‘You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter)” (John 1:42
ESV).The call for the brothers to become disciples followed soon after when Jesus came to the Sea of Galilee where Andrew and Simon
Peter were fishermen. The amazing thing is that there was no hesitation in their response, nothing but immediate surrender to the
Messiah (Mark 1:17).
Throughout his time as disciple, Peter truly was an “eyewitness” to the glory of His Savior, though one event seems particularly notable
(2 Peter 1:16). Along with James and John, he saw two of the greatest Jewish heroes: Moses, the law‐giver, and Elijah, most revered of
the prophets. These men, long dead, were conversing with Peter’s rabbi! That moment had to have been among the most astonishing
in his life. His emotions, specifically the terror that he felt, caused him to start babbling. He knew this experience and the men present
were incredibly important but had no clue of how to respond properly. God didn’t chastise him for bumbling into such a sacred affair.
Instead, He audibly affirmed Jesus as His “Beloved Son” and the One that Peter should obey. Matthew’s rendition of the
transfiguration even included Jesus comforting his frightened followers after Moses and Elijah had disappeared (See Matt. 17:1–8, Mark
9:2–18.)
That same impetuousness is Simon Peter’s calling card throughout the gospels. Of all the disciples, he is the only one who ever walked
on water. As believers, we may be quick to point out that Peter took his eyes off of Jesus and started sinking; but he was the first and
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only disciple to get out of the boat (Matt. 14:22–33). He was also the one who cut off the ear of Malchus, a servant of the high priest
during Jesus’ arrest, and he’s one of only two who risked being caught by being at the trials of Jesus. (See John 18.)
While John continued into the high priest’s courtyard for Jesus’ trial, Peter hung back outside. The servants and soldiers were warming
themselves by a charcoal fire, when a servant girl recognized him. Not wanting to be identified as a follower of accused, Peter denied
this accusation and the others that followed. He denied Jesus three times. According to Matthew, he even brought down curses and
swore oaths, refusing to publicly stand by his Lord. That’s when the rooster crowed, just Jesus had foretold earlier that evening. But
with that prediction, He had also said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but I
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31 ESV).
Simon Peter is also the first—and possibly only—disciple to enter the tomb of the resurrected Jesus (Luke 24:1‐12). After the angels
spoke to the women at the empty tomb, they told the disciples what they had seen. Though they doubted what the women said, Peter
and John ran to the tomb. Though John was faster, Peter stepped right in through the miraculously opened door to see for himself the
grave clothes that no longer held the body of Jesus (John 20:1–9).
It seems that the disciples went back to their previous professions when things calmed down a little. Jesus appeared on the beach
where several disciples were fishing. Though John recognized Him first, Peter threw his clothes on and dove in, swimming directly to
his Lord and leaving the others to handle the fish and the boats. (See John 21.) In front of this second charcoal fire, Jesus gives his final
calling to Peter: to become an apostle. In perfect symmetry to the three denials, Peter confirmed his love of Jesus and submitted to the
call to “feed [His] sheep” (John 21:17).
And so he did. After being filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the unrefined fisherman preached a sermon that brought thousands
into the newly blossoming church (Acts 2:1–41). In the name of Jesus, Simon Peter healed the sick and raised the dead. He also brought
the Holy Spirit to the Samaritans and the gospel to the Gentile Cornelius, though that last one required little more convincing by a
vision from God (Acts 8:14–17, 10:9–33). This was a radical concept for the new Jewish believers in Jerusalem. Upon hearing the
testimony of the believing Gentiles, they “ceased their objections and praised God, saying, ‘So then, God has granted the repentance
that leads to life even to the Gentiles’” (Acts 11:18 NET).
That isn’t to say that Peter always got it right. Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, had to publicly rebuke him for his hypocrisy in catering
to the Judaizers. (See Gal. 2.) Though he was instrumental in bringing the gospel to the Gentiles, Simon Peter was allowing legalism to
influence how he treated believers who didn’t also follow Jewish law. But at the Jerusalem Council, he helped set things right by saying,
“Why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will” (Acts 15:10–11). It likely Peter’s
relationship with John Mark that provided source material for Mark, the Gospel written to a Gentile audience. In the opening of 2 Peter,
He juxtaposes the Hebraic “Simeon” with his Greek name “Peter” (2 Peter 1:1NET). His ministry reached both the Jewish and the
Gentile believers alike.
There have been some doubts about how the same man could write both of the epistles of Peter. It hardly makes sense that the
rougher final letter could come after the more academically appealing first one. That is, until you take into consideration that Simon
Peter the Galilean had help from Silvanus; that’s the Roman name for Silas, co‐laborer to both Paul and Peter. Having an “editor” like
Silas undoubtedly would have affected the style of 1 Peter. We could even refer to this second and final epistle as “Peter unfiltered.”
His stated purpose for writing is, “as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my
body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at
any time to recall these things” (2 Peter 1:12–15 ESV).
Simon Peter, a Jewish fisherman, came from unremarkable beginnings. Of all the disciples, he seemed to bumble along, oscillating
between moments of greatness and error. Though his steps faltered, he chose to “be diligent to be found by [H]im without spot or
blemish, and at peace” (2 Peter 3:14 ESV). He kept pressing on. Through the life of Simon Peter, God perfectly used an imperfect man
to change the world.
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Lesson 1 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?






God has given all we need for real life and godly living (verse 3).
We can know God (verse 3).
We can be transformed according to His glory, nature, and excellence (verse 3).
We have God’s promises (verse 4).
We can escape sinful corruption (verse 4).

Insights
Peter begins his letter with “Simeon Peter.” This is quite fascinating. This is one of only two times that Peter is described with this
Hebraic spelling (Acts 15:14). In the Greek version of the Old Testament (LXX), this same usage was used in Genesis 29:33 concerning
Simeon, as well as multiple other times throughout the LXX. Though his purpose is not completely clear, it is reasonable that Peter
may have been seeking to reach both a Jewish and Gentile audience as he utilized both the Hebrew and Greek forms of his name.
Peter introduces himself with two descriptive terms:




doulos (δouλος)—Peter begins with describing himself first as a “bondservant” of Jesus Christ.
o

This image was of a slave who had no legal rights; they were owned by someone else. Israelite slaves could receive their
freedom every six years (Ex. 21:2). But some slaves desired to stay with their masters (Ex. 21:5); if so, the master would
take an awl and pierce the slave’s ear (Ex. 21:6). This piercing was a sign that the slave had committed to serve his master
for life. Peter used this imagery to communicate that he was committed to serving his Master the rest of his life. Peter
wanted all his readers to know that he was proud that Jesus owned him and that he had the privilege of serving him until
the day of his death.

o

As Peter warned against false teaching, he may have also utilized the title of “a bondservant of the Lord” to develop
credibility by his audience. This association may sound odd and even manipulative in today’s culture. But considering the
first century readers of his letter, this move could have been highly strategic in associating with some of the most
influential figures in Israel’s history that are described as “servants” of the Lord: Moses (Deut. 34:5), Joshua (Judg. 2:8),
Samuel (1 Sam. 3:9), David (2 Sam. 7:5), Solomon (1 Kings 3:7), and Job (Job 1:8). This type of association would only
magnify the description and influence of the term he chose to use following doulos, meaning “an apostle” (2 Peter 1:1).

apóstolos (ἀπόστολος)—The second term Peter uses to identify himself is as an “apostle.” That is someone who had received a
special charge from Jesus to be His representative and proclaim His good news to the world. Those who received this type of
commissioning were eyewitnesses of Christ.

Grace and peace was not a methodical greeting, and there was no secret formula to receiving these virtues. Grace and peace are
received through epignosei (επιγνώσει) or “full knowledge” of God and Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3). In contrast to the term for knowledge
which focuses on more intellectual assent, oida (οἶδα), Peter utilizes epignosis and gnosis to emphasize the real, experiential
relationship the followers of Jesus Christ now have with God. In adding epi‐ to gnosis, Peter adds a sense of fullness to the term gnosis,
which means “partial knowledge,” stating that one can have a full knowledge of God. This faith that is “of equal standing” with Peter,
comes only through the righteousness imputed to believers by Jesus Christ, thereby giving them full knowledge of God (1 Peter 1:1).
For clarity, this full knowledge does not mean they have some supernatural, esoteric knowledge that other believers do not. Rather,
the Spirit of God has breathed spiritual life into them; and now their bodies have become His temple.
As believers, we can have a tendency to think we are spiritually maturing when we attain knowledge of fact (oida); yet if we are weak in
our intimate knowledge (epignosis), we are merely filling our minds with facts and becoming “spiritual elitists.” Hence, it is critical that
while we may not have complete knowledge in understanding the complexity of God, we can fully know that we know Him.
In Peter’s first letter, he described six things that were precious. He brings it to a climax in sharing one more item in his second letter.
Read the following seven “precious” things Peter identifies:






Our faith is more precious than gold (1 Peter 1:7).
The blood of Christ is precious (1 Peter 1:19).
Christ, the Living Stone, is precious in God’s sight (1 Peter 2:4).
He is precious also as the Cornerstone (1 Peter 2:6).
To all who believe, He is precious (1 Peter 2:7).
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The imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit is very precious in God’s sight (1 Peter 3:4).
And finally, the promises of God are precious (2 Peter 1:4).

As the promises of God are so precious to us, there are some specific promises below that relate to living holy lives as “partakers of the
divine” (2 Peter 1:4):








Freedom from sin’s dominion (Rom. 6:14).
Grace that is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9).
Power to obey His commands (Phil. 4:13).
Victory over the devil (James 4:7).
Escape when tempted (1 Cor. 10:13).
Forgiveness and renewal of fellowship with God when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9).
Response when we call (Ps. 50:15).
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Lesson 2 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?
 Believers are to actively pursue spiritual growth in their walk with God.
 Diligence in their spiritual lives results in productive ministry, eternal eyesight, and a glorious welcome as they enter into
God’s presence (verses 8–9, 11).
 Believers who are not continuing to grow are nearsighted as they do not see from an eternal perspective (verse 9).

Insights


Not a salvation issue: It is critical in approaching this section to realize that Peter is not exhorting believers to add on to their
faith as to earn salvation. Rather, he is charging them to grow in their sanctification as they develop key character qualities. As
these characteristics further develop, believers will become more and more effective in ministry; and their ministry, likewise,
will continue to expand and grow.



Diligence is critical: In order to continue adding on to their faith, believers must be diligent. Working out their salvation is
going to take great effort. With their diligence and by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, they will not only demonstrate
the authenticity of their faith, but also “escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Peter 1:4 NIV).



Adding on: In the Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary, Earl Radmacher shares some excellent insights in verses 5–7:
o Faith marks the beginning of the Christian life (Acts 3:16; Rom. 3:28; Heb. 11:6). Through genuine faith, God grants
eternal life to a spiritually dead person (Eph. 2:1).
o Virtue is the same word used in v. 3 in reference to Christ’s character. We cannot produce virtue ourselves; but we can
choose to obey the virtuous promptings of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
o Knowledge (practical wisdom) is obtained by dedicating ourselves to learning God’s truth in the Scriptures and
putting that truth into action.
o Self‐control means mastering one’s emotions rather than being controlled by them. The false teachers whose views
Peter was exposing believed that knowledge freed people from the need to control their passions.
o Perseverance: A person who exercises self‐control will not easily succumb to discouragement or the temptation to
quit. Viewing all circumstances as coming from the hand of a loving Father who is in control of all things is the secret
of perseverance.
o The Greek word for godliness was used by ancient pagans to describe a religious individual who kept in close touch
with the gods. Here Peter uses the word to speak of the need for Christians to be continually aware of God’s
presence. Knowing that all of our life is in His hands should influence every aspect of our life. We should live for God
and not for ourselves.
o Brotherly kindness is so closely linked with godliness that 1 John 4:20 says, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates
his brother, he is a liar.” As Jesus taught in John 15:12–17, love involves serving one another, sharing with one
another, and praying for one another.
o Love here refers to God’s kind of love, which originates not in the one loved but in the one who loves. God loves
because He is love; we are to love because we are from God. Such love reaches beyond the Christian community to
anyone, anywhere, seeking that person’s highest good—even at a cost to ourselves.



Embedding truth: Peter knows death is coming soon. He is adamant that the burgeoning church grasp these essential
Christian truths. Though they had heard them before and were well‐grounded in what this knowledge, he wanted them to
know that these truths were not milk that they drink for a while but then pass on for meat. They were not concepts to pick up
temporarily and then leap to other pursuits. These truths were critical for the newborn believer and for those who had been
believers for decades. Like oxygen to the lungs, these truths were to sustain the life of the believer. Peter wanted to stamp in
their minds that they were to continue saturating their minds and building upon these fundamental truths for the rest of their
lives.
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Lesson 3 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?



In contrast to fables, legends, and fairy tales, the Word of God is historically grounded and trustworthy (2 Peter 1:16–21).
The scriptures were not created by humanity but originated and were carried along by the Spirit of God (2 Peter 1:21).

Insights
In contrast to the false teachers of his day, Peter emphasizes the trustworthiness of Christ (the incarnate Word) and of the scriptures
(the written Word).


He was an eyewitness of the incarnate Word. Peter’s message was neither a myth nor a work of deception; it was historical fact.
It was the literal truth of the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He did not hear secondhand information about
who Jesus was and what he did. He did not live 300 years or even 2,000 years later seeking to interpret the Transfiguration. He
was there! He saw Jesus transform with his own eyes and with his ears he heard God the Father speak (Matt. 17).



The written Word comes from God. Peter argued that the Scriptures did not originate in a man’s mind but that the words were
born from God. These prophetic words were written as men were moved by the power of God. As a sailboat is carried along by
the wind, so human writers were carried along by the Author, the Holy Spirit. They received the very words of God Himself.

How is God’s truth conveyed to us, and how do we connect with the truth? Through the miracles of revelation and inspiration, God
invites us to engage with Him through the Holy Spirit’s ministry of illumination which helps us to interpret and apply the truth.


Revelation
o God has revealed Himself to man through conscience, through creation, and through His Word. By means of natural
revelation, man’s conscience and the created world provide a general knowledge of a holy God and sinful man (Rom. 1:19–
20). Special revelation is provided through the Word of God, both in the scriptures and through the living Son of God (Heb.
4:12; John 1:1, 14).
 “Since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation
of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” (Rom. 1:19–20 NIV)
 “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double‐edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12 NIV)
 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . [T]he Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1, 14 NIV)



Inspiration
o God inspired (“breathed”) his Word through human writers to convey exactly and without error the amazing message of
His love for mankind (2 Tim. 3:16). He preserved the perfection of the result by the Holy Spirit’s guidance of those writers
(2 Peter 1:21).
 “All Scripture is God‐breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16–17 NIV)
 “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.” (2 Pet. 1:21 NIV)



Illumination
o Jesus promised all believers that the Holy Spirit will illumine our hearts to God’s truth for the glory of Christ (John 16:12–
15). Illumination (turning on the light for understanding) is experienced by believers as they are taught by the Holy Spirit
and cultivate “the mind of Christ.” (1 Cor. 2:13, 16 NIV).
 "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” (John 16:12–15
NIV)
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“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14 NIV)
“Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food,
for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?” (1 Cor. 3:1–3 The Message)



Interpretation
o Our part is to interpret God’s Word diligently and accurately and to depend upon the Holy Spirit to guide us in studying his
truth (2 Tim. 2:15).
 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2.15 NIV)



Application
o Applying God’s truth means that as we respond in faith to what the Bible teaches us, we will live obediently and
purposefully share the Word with others (James 1:22–25, Col. 1:28–29).
 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:22–
25 NIV)
 “We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in
Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.” (Col. 1:28–29 NASB)
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Lesson 4 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?
 We should learn to identify false teachers and false teaching.
 We should learn how to appropriately deal with false teachers who will inevitably sneak into our midst.
Key Concepts
1. There will be false teachers who will secretly attempt to introduce heresies into the church.
2. The destruction of false teachers is certain, but God will rescue the righteous.
3. Believers need to remain strong in their faith, trusting God to deal with false teachers.
4. Believers should share the good news while loving and forgiving false teachers.

Insights
The Reality of False Teachers
The whole chapter seems to be written out of great emotional concern. Peter uses very impassioned and graphic language to relay his
message about false teachers. This is clearly a matter of great importance to Peter. False teachers will arise from within the Christian
fellowship and secretly introduce heresies. False teachers often use a mixture of truth and error, magnifying some truths to the
exclusion of other biblical truths. If you place a frog in a pot of water and gradually heat it up, the frog will adapt to its surroundings and
eventually be cooked without ever sensing the danger. Much like the frog, unwitting believers can gradually fall prey to the subtle and
underhanded methods of false teachers if they are not careful. Peter is issuing a loud and forceful warning to believers to be aware of
false teachers.
“Secretly introduce” literally means to bring in alongside. The heretics would seek to add some other teaching to the
orthodox faith and or some other teaching as a substitute for the truth (cf.Gal. 2:4). The implication is that they
would seek to do this in some underhanded way. They would unobtrusively change the doctrinal foundation of the
church and thereby make it unstable. “Heresies” refers to ideas inconsistent with the revealed truth of God. These
men would go as far as even repeatedly or typically denying teaching and practices associated with Christ. The
inconsistency of their position is that they deny the Person they profess to submit to as Christians, their Master
(Gr. despoten) Jesus Christ. Peter himself had denied Jesus three times, so he did not want others to follow his
example.
—Dr. Thomas L Constable
Constable’s Bible Study Notes and Commentary

Characteristics of False Teachers in 2 Peter 2:1–10a
Peter provides an extensive and graphic description of false teachers throughout chapter 2. As you consider these descriptions, do not
expect every false teacher to manifest every characteristic described. In Peter’s descriptions of false teachers, he tends to focus more
on their character than on their doctrine. This is not to imply that doctrine is unimportant in identifying false teachers, but it does
suggest that character can be an important indication. Matthew’s gospel supports this by telling us that we will “know them by their
fruits” (Matt. 7:15–23).
There is a very important principle underlying the teaching of the apostles as it relates to doctrine and conduct. It
may be stated this way: There is an inseparable union between one’s doctrine and one’s conduct. While our doctrine
should determine our conduct, it is most often true that sinful conduct is the first step to a perverted theology. This
seems to be the sequence of events envisioned in 2 Peter. False teachers do not “introduce destructive heresies” in a
Sunday School class or from the pulpit, at least not at the outset. They introduce “destructive heresies” by seducing
the saints to pursue their fleshly lusts. Once men have become enslaved to their passions, they will quickly rearrange
their doctrine to square with their conduct. This is not the way it should be, but it is the way it often works. Balaam
knew that the way to turn the Israelites against the Lord was to first entice them to commit sexual immorality
(see Numbers 25:1–2). The young man in Proverbs 7:21–23 suddenly went in to the seductress, and, not so suddenly,
changed his theology. The simple fact is: our morality often determines our theology, rather than our theology
dictating our morality.
—Bob Deffenbaugh
The Teachers Hall of Shame
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Following is a list of characteristics identified in 2 Peter 2:1–10:
 They secretly bring in destructive heresies (1).
 They deny the Master who bought them (1).
 They follow sensuality (2).
 They stir up blasphemy (2).
 They are greedy (3).
 They manipulate with lies (3).
 They indulge in the lust of defiling passion (10a).
 They despise authority (10a).

Are They Believers?
There is no doubt that false teachers will be firmly established in the Christian fellowship. But are they nonbelievers who have
maliciously infiltrated the fellowship, believers who have drifted into apostasy, or something in between?
One of the first things we learn about false teachers from Peter is that “they deny the Master who bought them,” referring to Jesus
who died and paid the penalty for everyone’s sins (2 Peter 2:1 NLT). This denial does not necessarily mean they are not believers. Even
Peter denied Christ three times.
We also see that they are “ungodly people” and “devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 4, Jude 19 ESV). They are spiritually ignorant (2 Peter 2:12,
Jude 10). They are described as “children of a curse” and “slaves of corruption” (2 Peter 2:14 NET; verse 19 ESV). We also see that they
know the truth, but chose to forsake and “turn away from” the truth (2:15, 21 ESV).
In view of how he described them, most of the false teachers appear to have been nonbelievers; but some of them could have been
believers. Peter could have made it clear if he exclusively meant one or the other, but he did not. Therefore, the warning concerns any
false teacher—either unbeliever or believer.

Comparing 2 Peter 2 and Jude
2 Peter 2 very closely parallels the book of Jude. In addition to the core message, there are very similar words and phrases used in both
passages. It is clear that there has been heavy influence and literary borrowing between the authors, but it is not clear who borrowed
from whom. According to Bob Utley in The Gospel According to Peter: Mark and 1 & 2 Peter, “it is possible that Jude is alluding to Peter’s
prophesy because after his death it has become true.”

8 Symptoms of False Doctrine
This article was written by John Charles Ryle, an English pastor who lived from 1816–1900; his words still ring true more than 100 years
later:
Many things combine to make the present inroad of false doctrine peculiarly dangerous.
1. There is an undeniable zeal in some of the teachers of error: their “earnestness” makes many think they must be right.
2. There is a great appearance of learning and theological knowledge: many fancy that such clever and intellectual men must
surely be safe guides.
3. There is a general tendency to free thought and free inquiry in these latter days: many like to prove their independence of
judgment, by believing novelties.
4. There is a wide‐spread desire to appear charitable and liberal‐minded: many seem half ashamed of saying that anybody can be
in the wrong.
5. There is a quantity of half‐truth taught by the modern false teachers: they are incessantly using Scriptural terms and phrases in
an unscriptural sense.
6. There is a morbid craving in the public mind for a more sensuous, ceremonial, sensational, showy worship: men are impatient of
inward, invisible heart‐work.
7. There is a silly readiness in every direction to believe everybody who talks cleverly, lovingly and earnestly, and a determination to
forget that Satan often masquerades himself “as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).
8. There is a wide‐spread “gullibility” among professing Christians: every heretic who tells his story plausibly is sure to be believed,
and everybody who doubts him is called a persecutor and a narrow‐minded man.
All these things are peculiar symptoms of our times. I defy any observing person to deny them. They tend to make the assaults of false
doctrine in our day peculiarly dangerous. They make it more than ever needful to cry aloud, “Do not be carried away!”
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Lesson 5 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?
 We should learn to identify the methods and promises of false teachers.
 We should understand the fate of false teachers and those who fall in their trap.
 We should recognize our own weakness and know how to avoid falling for false teaching.
Key Concepts
 False teachers are bold.
 False teachers entice believers by offering fake freedoms.
 Those who fall for false freedom end up worse off than they were before.

Insights
Characteristics of False Teachers in 2 Peter 2:10b–22
Peter continues his graphic descriptions of false teachers. In this passage, Peter tends to focus more on the conduct of false teachers,
as opposed to their theology. While false teachers will be known by their false doctrines, they are often first identified by their ungodly
conduct.
Peter continues his description of false teachers in this passage.
 They are bold (10b).
 They are willful (i.e. self‐pleasing) (10b).
 They are full of arrogance, defiance, hubris (i.e. they do not tremble as they blaspheme) (10b).
 They are irrational (12).
 They are animal‐instinctive (12).
 They are blasphemous (12).
 They are ignorant (12).
 They are unrestrained (sinning in broad daylight) (13).
 The revel in their deceptions (13).
 They pretend to be your friend (i.e. while they feast with you) (13).
 They are full of insatiable lust (14).
 They are enticing, causing weak believers to sin (14).
 Their hearts are full of greed (14).
 They forsake the right way (15). This implies that they also know the right way, but have deliberately chosen a different path.
 They are cunning and self‐seeking (through comparison with Balaam) (15–16).
 They are waterless springs (17).
 They entice with sexual excesses (18).
 They promise freedom, but they are slaves themselves (19).

2 Peter 2:10–12
There are different opinions among scholars about some of the minor details in this passage.
 Does “authority” in 10a refer to civil authority or spiritual authority?
 Does “glorious ones” in 10b refer to human dignitaries or celestial beings?
 If “glorious ones” refers to angels, does it refer to all angels or just fallen angels?
While we could debate the minor details, it is important that we don’t miss Peter’s main point in verse 12: there is certain judgment
awaiting false teachers.
Peter repeats the word blaspheme three times in verses 10–12. This is one of the key characteristics of false teachers, and Peter does
not want the reader to miss this point. The Greek word for blaspheme is blasphēmeō (βλασφημέω). It means to defame, revile, or
slander. Vines Complete Expository Dictionary describes it as “contumelious speech,” or language that is insolently abusive, humiliating,
and irreverent. The language of the false teachers is beyond mere disdain or rejection; it is actively contemptuous and arrogant in its
nature.
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Authority: Peter describes the defiance of false teachers by saying they “despise authority” (2:10a). The Greek word for authority is
kyriotēs (κυριότης), which means “lordship, power, or dominion.” The word is used to describe both spiritual authority (e.g. angels)
and human authority (e.g. government), and scholars have different perspectives about which usage Peter is intending in verse 10.
While there are differing views, the context of 2 Peter strongly implies spiritual authority. Compare this passage with Jude 8–9, where
the same word is used in conjunction with angelic majesties.
Glorious Ones: Peter describes hubris of the false teachers by saying they do not tremble when they blaspheme the “glorious ones”
(2:10b). The “glorious ones” is most likely referring to angels in this text (see note below), but is he referring to all angels, or a specific
class of angels (i.e. the “fallen” angels)? Some scholars believe that the false teachers were mocking all angels (whether good or evil) in
an extreme response to those who practiced an undue worship of angels (most notably among the Gnostics). In a parallel passage
(Jude 8–9), false teachers are contrasted with an archangel who argued with—but did not blaspheme—the devil (a fallen angel). In
context, it seems more likely that the false teachers were mocking fallen angels (demons); but we don’t exactly know.
Angels or Dignitaries: The Greek word for glorious ones is doxa (δόξα), meaning “splendor, glory, honor”. This word has a wide range of
uses in the NT, and can be used in reference to either humans (e.g. public officials or dignitaries) or celestial beings (e.g. angels or
glorious ones). While there are differences of opinion about which meaning Peter intends, most popular translations use some form of
celestial beings (ESV, NASB, NCV, NIV, NLT, NET, MSG), while others use some form of human dignitaries (KJV, NKJV, ASV).

Sensual Passions
The Greek word aselgeia (ἀσέλγεια) is repeated three times in 2 Peter 2 and once in Jude. In 2 Peter, it is translated “sensuality” (verse
2), “sensual conduct” (verse 7), and “sensual passions of the flesh” (verse 18). In Jude, it is translated “blatant immorality” (verse 4). The
word means licentiousness and lasciviousness; and it has the connotation of sexual behavior that is excessive, outrageous, and without
restraint. Peter further describes false teachers as “those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion” (verse 10) and having “eyes full of
adultery” (verse 14). This a key characteristic of false teachers who entice believers with fake freedom and license involving sexual
behavior. Based on Peter’s emphasis in the text, this appears to be a particularly tempting trap for the early church believers. In the
(tongue‐in‐cheek) words of a famous theologian: “Thank goodness we’re not like that!”
As with all false teaching, there is both truth and error mingled together in those statements. God created sex to be
enjoyed between a man and a woman who are committed to one another in marriage. In that context, it is a good gift
to be enjoyed. But taken out of that context and pursued just to fulfill lust, it leads to slavery to sin. The world has
psychologized lust as “sexual addiction,” but Peter calls it being a slave of corruption.
—Steven J. Cole, A Sad Portrait to Study – 2 Peter 2:10b–22
This is a particularly dangerous false teaching in our current day. We are told we should be tolerant; children are taught in school to
accept and embrace “alternative lifestyles.” Be aware of any teaching that appeals to your fleshly desires, those outside the boundaries
that God has prescribed. That can be one of the widest on‐ramps to the road of destruction.

The Way of Balaam
When you first read the story of Balaam in Numbers 22–24, he seems to be an upstanding person, much like the false teachers may at
first appear. Balaam is a prophet, and he claims that he won’t do or say anything unless God permits it. But underneath that thin
façade, Balaam is a cunning and self‐seeking man who uses his position for his own gain.
According to Dr. Thomas Constable (Constable’s Notes on 2 Peter):
The false prophet Balaam counseled Balak, the king of Moab, to invite the Israelites to participate with his people in a
feast to honor Moab’s gods (Num. 31:16). The best textual evidence suggests that Peter wrote, “Balaam the son of
Bosor,” Bosor being a play on the Hebrew word basar, “flesh.” Thus Peter indicated Balaam’s immoral character by
calling him the “son of flesh.” The Moabite worship included sacred prostitution (cf. Num. 25:1–3). Balaam is “the
classic example of the false teacher who leads people astray for his own personal gain.”
The false teachers that Peter is warning about follow the same pattern as Balaam. They urge Christians to “forsak[e] the right way”
participate in idolatry and immoral behaviors (verse 15 NASB). They are motivated by greed, seeking to line their own pockets.
As if the point weren’t clear enough, Peter adds that it took a dumb donkey to restrain the madness of the prophet (verse 16). He may
be intending some humor here, suggesting that the donkey had more wisdom and insight than the prophet. When speaking of the
“madness of the prophet,” Peter was not suggesting that Balaam was literally insane. Rather, he is saying that anyone who pursues
greed and sensuality is crazy, because they are really going after “the wages of unrighteousness,” which leads to destruction (verse 15
NASB).
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Does Hell Await Those Who Fall?
by Bob Wilkin

2 Peter 2:18–22
Recently I received a question from a reader about 2 Peter 2:20–22. He felt that it dealt with unbelievers who knew about the gospel
but had never really accepted it in their hearts. My understanding of the passage follows.
First, notice that there is a change in referrent [sic]. Verses 17 and preceding refer to coming false teachers. However, verses 18 through
22 refer to people who are duped by the false teachers. Verses 18 and 20 indicate that the people being drawn into sin by the false
teachers are those "who have actually escaped from those who live in error" and who "have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." Only believers fit that description. [N.B. The word "knowledge" in v 20 is
the same term which is used in 1:2,3,5,6. It is a term used in 2 Peter exclusively of believers. See also 1:1,9 and 3:1,8,14,17–18 for further
proof that 2 Peter is addressed to believers.]
Second, it is evident in all three chapters of 2 Peter that Peter is concerned that his readers ‐ believers ‐ might fall into a sinful lifestyle
as a result of the wiles of the false teachers whom he knows via prophecy are coming soon. Peter urges his believing readers to be
diligent so as to keep from stumbling and falling (1:5,10; 2:18–22; 3:14,17). We err if we read into 2 Peter the idea that anyone who fell
away would prove to be a false professor. Peter never questions the faith of his readers. Rather, he acknowledges it (e.g. 1:1). What he
questions is the progress of their sanctification.
Third, the real question is this: What does Peter warn his readers will happen if they fall? Most commentators suggest that eternal
judgment ‐ hell ‐ is in view. They point to verses 21 and 22 However, a careful reading of those verses suggest that temporal judgment,
not hell, is in view. Notice what isn't said. Peter makes no reference to hell, the lake of fire, unending suffering, or any similar term or
phrase. He instead says that it would be better for a believer never to know the way of righteousness than to have known it and then
turn away in a licentious lifestyle.
It is a grievous mistake to understand those words to mean hell. If they do, Peter is teaching that believers can lose their salvation ‐
something he did not believe (cf. Luke 10:20; John 13:10; Acts 10:43–48; 11:16–18; 15:7–11; 1 Peter 1:23–25; 2 Peter 1:9; 3:8–13). Rather,
Peter is simply saying that if a believer grovels in a life of sin, his life here and now will be worse than if he had never become a
Christian. While both non‐Christians and Christians experience the terrible consequences of their sins here and now, those
consequences are even worse for believers because we are God's children with the Holy Spirit living within us. Certainly conviction of
sin is greater. So, too, new consequences for our sins come on the scene (e.g., rebuke by a Christian friend, church discipline). And, the
more a believer resists God's discipline, the more He turns up the heat. That is not necessarily true for a non‐Christian.
The reference to dogs and pigs in verse 22 is often cited as proof that false professors are in view. Actually I think the references show
that believers are in view. Notice that the dog and pig are said to have been free from their filth. Only believers are free of their sins.
Surely the reader of 2 Peter would harken back to 1:9 where Peter refers to his readers as being purged from their old sins. Peter was
not referring to forgiveness there. All our sins, past, present, and future are forgiven in Christ. He was referring to our new natures.
Believers have a nature which is free from the sins which used to enslave us. Whenever a believer walks in the darkness he has
forgotten who he is (2 Peter 1:9) and has allowed the flesh to rear its ugly head.
The word "better" in 2 Peter 2:21 is crucial. When explaining this passage ask your audience, "better WHEN?" The text, properly
understood, only allows one answer: better in this life. The false teachers promised their potential dupes liberty (2:19). They actually
delivered bondage and temporal judgment. May we all take heed. Sin pays lousy dividends.
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Lesson 6 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study of 2 Peter 3:1–9?
 Peter is eager to remind us that scoffers and mockers will come, denying the Lord’s return and coming judgment (verses 1, 3–
4).
 We shouldn’t be surprised by any of this, because the prophets and the apostles have told us it will happen (verse 2).
 We need to continually stir up our minds with all of God’s Word (verse 2).
 The scoffers deliberately overlook past judgment in their attempt to deceive people about future judgment (verses 5–7).
 The Lord is outside our concept of time (verse 8).
 God is a God of judgment, but also a God of mercy (verse 9).

Insights
Your Sincere / Pure / Wholesome Mind
In verse 1 of chapter 3, Peter uses the adjective eilikrinēs (εἰλικρινής) to describe his reader’s mind. This word is variously translated by
New Testament scholars. Here are some examples:


ESV: “sincere”



NET: “pure”



NIV: “wholesome”

This is a compound word in Greek, the parts of which have the connotation of something that, when viewed in bright light, is found to
be completely whole or pure. Peter places this in opposition to the mind of the scoffers, who deliberately ignore facts which are
inconvenient to their personal agenda.
In verse 2, Peter describes how we should stir up our sincere minds: by remembering God’s Word, both from the Old Testament and
from our Lord Himself.

“The Holy Prophets”
Peter says in verse 2 that we “should remember the predictions of the holy prophets” (ESV). Two passages that he may have been
alluding to are Isaiah 5:18–21 and Ezekiel 12:21–28. Both deal with scoffers mocking a future judgment.
Isaiah 5:18–21
Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood,
who draw sin as with cart ropes,
who say: “Let him be quick,
let him speed his work
that we may see it;
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near,
and let it come, that we may know it!”
Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil,
who put darkness for light
and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter!
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
and shrewd in their own sight! (ESV)
Ezekiel 12:21–28
And the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, what is this proverb that you have about the land of Israel, saying,
‘The days grow long, and every vision comes to nothing’? Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: I will put an
end to this proverb, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.’ But say to them, The days are near, and the
fulfillment of every vision. For there shall be no more any false vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel.
For I am the LORD; I will speak the word that I will speak, and it will be performed. It will no longer be delayed, but in
your days, O rebellious house, I will speak the word and perform it, declares the Lord GOD.”
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And the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, ‘The vision that he sees is
for many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’ Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: None of
my words will be delayed any longer, but the word that I speak will be performed, declares the Lord GOD.” (ESV)

The Word is a Sword
Paul wrote to Timothy that all Scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16). He also described the word of God in his letter to the Ephesians as
the sword of the Spirit (6:17). Of all the pieces of armor listed in that passage, it has been observed that the sword is the only offensive
weapon. The rest are primarily defensive. We know that Jesus used scripture to counter the temptations of Satan. (See Matt. 4:1–11
and Luke 4:1–13.) And we know that Satan also uses Scripture, but always twists it to fit his desired ends. In John 8:44, Jesus calls Satan
“a liar and the father of lies” (ESV).
In opposition to the lies of our enemy, we are to use “the sword of the Spirit, the word of God” (Eph. 6:17 ESV). Hebrews tells us that
“the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two‐edged sword, piercing to division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12 ESV).
Peter exhorts us to constantly remember the truths taught by the Old Testament prophets, the commandments of the Lord, and the
teaching of the apostles (verse 2). These are all examples of the Word of God. He then emphasizes the power of God’s Word as being
the force of creation by stating “the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God” (verse 5 ESV). And it is this
same power that sustains “the heavens and the earth that now exist’” (verse 7 ESV). It is the only weapon we will ever need against
false teachings that can deceive only those who are not equipped with the truths of the Word of God.
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Lesson 7 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study of 2 Peter 3:10–18?


The “day of Lord” will indeed come, and it will come unexpectedly (verse 10).



The heavens and the earth as we know them will pass away and then be remade (verses 10–13).



We should not ignore or take advantage of the Lord’s patience in the meantime, but use the time wisely to live godly and holy
lives (verses 11, 14–15).



We must stay on our guard against false teachers (verses 16–17).



Our lives should be characterized by growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (verse 18).

Insights
Conclusion of 2 Peter
Having warned of scoffers mocking and denying the Lord’s return, Peter emphatically states that the Lord will return at an unexpected
time and that the universe as we know it will cease to exist, though it will be remade in righteousness. Knowing this, he then asks,
“[W]hat sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?” (verse 11 ESV). He then tells us what our lives should be like
and again warns us to not be “carried away” by false teachers (verse 17 ESV). Instead, while we wait for the fulfilment of the Lord’s
promises, we should “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (verse 18 ESV).

Action
Peter uses a collection of active verbs in this final section to stir us up:


“Be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish” (verse 14 ESV).



“Be diligent to be found by him . . . at peace” (verse 14 ESV).



“Count the patience of our Lord as salvation” (verse 15 ESV).



“Take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people” (verse 17 ESV).



“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (verse 18 ESV).

Peter on Paul
Peter states in verse 16, “There are some things in them [Paul’s letters] that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures” (ESV). By using this phrase “as they do the other Scriptures,” Peter is
placing Paul’s writings on the same level with the Jewish canon of scripture, the works we know collectively as the Old Testament. He is
saying that Paul’s letters are inspired by the Holy Spirit and can be trusted as authoritative for Christian doctrine.
Before that ringing endorsement in verse 16, Peter says in verse 15, “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him” (ESV). Peter seems to be referring to a specific reference
from one or more of Paul’s letters. Since he doesn’t specifically quote Paul, it is not exactly clear to what he is referring, but some have
suggested the following possibilities:


Romans 2:4: “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness
is meant to lead you to repentance?” (ESV)



Romans 9:22–24: “What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has
prepared beforehand for glory—even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?” (ESV)

There may be other possibilities as well; but as Peter makes no explicit reference, the important point is to focus on Peter’s words and
not allow ourselves to be distracted by a pointless debate with no clear answer.
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Wrapping It Up
Leaders, try to bring it all home here at the end of this series. Prepare beforehand by reviewing the big ideas from each of the three
chapters of 2 Peter and from each of the seven lessons of “Stirred Up.” Be prepared to summarize for your group or to solicit summary
thoughts from them.
Engage your group in a review discussion. Ask “stirring” questions like these:


What stood out to you the most in this series?



What have you learned about God from this study of 2 Peter?



What does 2 Peter reveal about humanity?



What does 2 Peter reveal about the word of God?



What from this study has impacted your daily walk, your outlook, or your attitude?



How has the Holy Spirit used Peter to “stir you up”?
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