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Series Overview

JANUARY–FEBRUARY 2015

Objective

Premise

Theme

 What we hope to see God accomplish
in us through this study

 Why we are studying this

 What the study is about

Like Jonah and Nahum, we are called to
go to our own Nineveh and share the
truth of God’s Word. Our message must
also contain the fullness of God’s mercy
and justice. Rather than fleeing this
responsibility, we must accept the calling
to be salt and light. The Lord has sent us
and the world is counting on us.

These two books show us a great deal
about God and teach us important
certainties about relating to Him. Three
truths stand out:

We engage a hostile culture with grace
and truth.

STATEMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE
You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in
the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.
—Matthew 5:14–16 ESV
If anyone has a right and reason to be
bitter, God does. But God prefers to
exhibit his kindness in the face of our
bitterness. Against our bitterness the
kindness of God is shown in sharp
relief…But that is only half the
message…God’s goodness is [also]
demonstrated by his jealousy,
vengeance, wrath, patience—his
commitment to ultimate justice. If God
were not angry, he could not be good. If
God did not commit himself to ultimate
justice, he would not be just. If God did
not commit himself to the final
punishment of evildoers, he would not be
righteous. It is only as I understand the
sinfulness of my sins and the
awesomeness of God’s judgment that I
really grasp the meaning of his grace.
—Stuart Briscoe
Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

STATEMENTS OF THE PREMISE
Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and
proclaim to it the proclamation which I
am going to tell you.
—Jonah 3:2 NASB
We live in an age in which society tends
to dictate to the preacher, and social
pressures and modern theological trends
seek to obscure the fact that God
calls…[people]…equips them, and bids
them share His Word.
—William Banks
Jonah, The Reluctant Prophet
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1. God cares for the lost Gentile peoples
as well as His covenant people. Nahum is
likewise tied to that purpose, particularly
showing the end result when God’s grace
is rejected.
2. The Sovereign God is at work even
when all appears dark to His people. He
achieves His purposes for salvation even
when His people are running from Him.
He brings justice and mercy even when
they are least expected.
3. God has a remarkable sense of humor.
The ironies in Jonah make it among the
most humorous literature in history, and
Nahum uses surprise to great effect.

STATEMENTS OF THE THEME
You are a gracious and compassionate
God, slow to anger and abundant in
lovingkindness, and one who relents
concerning calamity.
—Jonah 4:2 NASB
The LORD is slow to anger and great in
power,
And the LORD will by no means leave the
guilty unpunished.
In whirlwind and storm is His way,
And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.
—Nahum 1:3 NASB
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The Antithesis of
Wholly Bright
Jonah 1

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 1

OBJECTIVE:

We Obediently Join in God’s Mission
Theme

Pursuit

We are called to positively influence this
earth, in much the way that Israel was
called to a mission fulfilling the
Abrahamic covenant. Yet far too often
we are like the Hebrew prophet Jonah—
fleeing both our responsibility and our
Lord. We are the antithesis of
“wholly bright.”

When you started your journey away
from home, you may have initially felt
that you had escaped from your parents.
But chances are pretty good that you
were never very far from your parents’
watchful sight, even as you were
fleeing from their presence.
They probably knew your
every move.

Runaway
Did you ever run away
from home when you
were a child? Perhaps
you were angry with
your parents. Or
perhaps you thought
your parents were
unfair and unreasonable.
Or perhaps you just didn’t
want to obey your parents.
Rather than trusting and obeying
them, you decided to get as far away
from your parents as possible. If you
could just get far enough away, you
would be free from your parents and
your responsibilities.
In Jonah 1:1–3, God calls Jonah to go to
Nineveh and share the truth of God’s
Word. But instead of trusting and
obeying God, Jonah openly rebels
against God and boards a ship heading to
Tarshish—about as far in the opposite
direction as he could travel. He reasons
that if he could just get far enough away
from God, he could escape his calling.

Likewise, Jonah never
truly escapes from
God’s sovereign will. In
Jonah 1:4-7, God
pursued Jonah by
causing a great storm
to come upon the sea.
Fearing for their lives,
the sailors cast lots to
determine “on whose
account this evil has come
upon us” (verse 7 ESV). The lot fell
upon Jonah.

Rescue
Jonah then told the sailors to toss him
into the sea (verse 12), where he
probably expected to die. When they did,
the storm ended, and the sailors “feared
the Lord exceedingly” (verse 16 ESV).
Thus the sailors obeyed God’s Word
spoken through Jonah and were saved
from the storm.
But God wasn’t through with Jonah.
Rather than letting him die, God rescued
Jonah by appointing a great fish to
swallow him (verse 17).

DISCUSSION
 Has there ever been a time that
you resisted doing something that
God called you to do? Or a time
that you wanted to ignore God’s
command? How did your actions
impact others? How did you get
back on track?
 As you look back on your life, can
you think of a time when someone
unexpectedly extended mercy or
grace to you? How did their action
affect you?
 Have you ever felt that God was
prompting you to have a spiritual
conversation with someone when
you just didn’t want to? Perhaps
you were tired. Perhaps you were
nervous. Or perhaps you just didn’t
like the other person. How did you
respond? What was the result?

Men have been looking so hard at the
great fish that they have failed to see
the great God.
—G. Campbell Morgan
The Minor Prophets
Fascinatingly, every aspect of Chapter 1
glorifies YHWH—the sea, the lots, the
sailors, and the fish. Everything, that is,
except Jonah. The sovereign God
achieves His purpose despite the
faithlessness of His people.
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Read Jonah aloud together.
 What characteristics of God do you see revealed in Chapter 1?
 One of the themes of this passage is “going down.” To whom or what is it referring?
(verses 3 and 5). What is the progression and significance of these references?
 Another theme of the passage is fear. Notice the progression of fear among the
sailors (verses 5, 10, and 16). Why is it ironic that both Jonah and the sailors fear the
Lord? (verses 9 and 16).
 There are several examples of God’s creation responding in obedience (verses 4, 7,
15, 17). What is ironic about these examples compared to the behavior of Jonah?
 Why did Jonah openly disobey God?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
 Why did the sailors attempt to row to shore before throwing Jonah overboard? Why
didn’t Jonah just jump into the sea?
 What are some examples in this passage of God directing (or guiding, causing,
appointing, etc.)? What do these actions tell us about God?
 How did Jonah’s sin affect others around him?
Read Matthew 12:38–41.





What is the sign of the prophet Jonah?



Why is this the only sign given for an evil and adulterous generation?

Read Stuart Briscoe’s comments in the side panel. In what ways does God show
both justice and mercy towards Jonah?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
 Being at peace is not always evidence of being in the will of God. Jonah rested
peacefully while rebelling against God, but his peace was apparently the result of a
hardened heart. Believers in such a spiritual state will often feel secure and peaceful
in times of great danger. What causes your heart to become hardened, and what
steps can you take to prevent that from happening?
 Read Wayne Braudrick’s comments in the side panel. We are called to be God’s
lights in a dark and lost world—to be wholly bright. In what ways are you actively
involved in this calling, or how can you become more actively involved? What can
you do to guard against the danger of assumptive elitism?
 Reflect on a time when God’s sovereignty was evident in your life. Perhaps you were
in a dark and hopeless situation, and God rescued you. Or perhaps you were fleeing,
and God restored you. How does this impact your view of God? Take some time
today to thank God for the work He has done and continues to do in your life.

GOD’S GRACE
If anyone has a right and reason to be
bitter, God does. But God prefers to
exhibit his kindness in the face of our
bitterness. Against our bitterness the
kindness of God is shown in sharp
relief…But that is only half the
message…God’s goodness is [also]
demonstrated by his jealousy,
vengeance, wrath, patience—his
commitment to ultimate justice. If God
were not angry, he could not be good. If
God did not commit himself to ultimate
justice, he would not be just. If God did
not commit himself to the final
punishment of evildoers, he would not
be righteous. It is only as I understand
the sinfulness of my sins and the
awesomeness of God’s judgment that I
really grasp the meaning of his grace.
—Stuart Briscoe
Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

GOD’S HUMOR
God has a remarkable sense of humor.
The ironies in Jonah make it among the
most humorous literature in history and
serve two very pointed purposes:
 Exposing the lack of obedience in
those set aside to be God’s lights to
the world; and
 Warning about the severe danger of
assumptive elitism.
Each of these lessons is expected to
change behavior in Israel and in the
church.
The humor is exemplary of the way
comedy teaches through unexpected
contrast. Israel’s rejection of Hosea and
Amos, Jonah’s contemporaries, stands
in stark contrast to sailors, Ninevites,
fish, and even a worm who obey YHWH.
Jonah’s theological acumen gains him
nothing as it is shrouded in selfcentered short-sightedness. By
contrast, the other characters in his
story respond with childlike faith. They
thus serve as a chilling lesson to all of
us—prone as we are to abuse power and
neglect grace in our entitlement.
—Wayne Braudrick, study notes
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Respond to the
God Who Saves
Jonah 2

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 2

OBJECTIVE:

We Call to the Lord Who Saves
Theme
Jonah finds hesed (lovingkindness) in the
fearful depths. When he descends within
the waters and into the fish, he finds
God there. The Lord is the God of
covenant rescue, even with the most
disobedient of His people.

Going Down…
In Chapter 1, Jonah was fleeing from and
attempting to hide from God. His fateful
journey was marked by a downward spiral
that culminates in Chapter 2: he goes down
from Joppa (1:3a), down into the
ship (1:3b), down into the
cargo hold (1:5), and
ultimately down to the “gates
of the netherworld” at the very
bottom of the sea (2:6 NET).
“Going down” is a euphemism
for death; each downward
step away from the
presence of the Lord is a
step closer to death.
Jonah’s descent is
almost complete as he
reaches the “roots of the
mountains” where the
gates of Sheol are located
(verse 6). The netherworld in
verse 6, along with the belly of Sheol in
verse 2, are references to the place of the
dead. Jonah feels that he was knocking
on the doors of death.
He is apparently willing to die by
drowning, but death by gradual digestion

is more than he can bear. In his
distress, Jonah finally calls out to
the Lord.

DISCUSSION


Think about a time in your life
when you experienced great
darkness and despair. How did
you handle your struggle? Where
did you turn?



Why do believers sometimes run
from God, even when they know
they can’t escape from God? Have
you ever run away from
something you know God called
you to do?

Giving Thanks
Jonah’s psalm in verses 2–9 is primarily
a prayer of thanksgiving and repentance.
The first verse provides a summary of the
whole: I was in trouble; I called out to
the Lord; He rescued me; I will give
Him thanks.
In Jonah 2:7–9, Jonah’s
desperate situation brings
him to his senses; as his life
is fainting away, he
remembers the Lord. He
approaches God as a humble
sinner, promising to offer sacrifices and
fulfill his commitment to the Lord.
Jonah’s glimpse of Sheol in chapter 2
may have prepared him to go to
Nineveh, whose destiny (without
God) was Sheol.

Going Up…
In Jonah’s psalm, he proclaims that
it was God who delivered him up
from the pit (verse 6).
Both Chapters 1 and 2 end with a
reference to a great fish. In Jonah 1:17,
God appoints the fish to swallow Jonah
and rescue him from drowning. In Jonah
2:10, God speaks to the fish; and it
vomits him up from the depths of the sea
to dry land. In both instances, God
demonstrates his lovingkindness by
delivering Jonah from impending death.

THE SIGN OF JONAH
For just as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.
—Matthew 12:40
The timing of Jonah’s adventure in the
fish is significant. God delivers Jonah
from the belly of the fish after three days
so he can be God’s instrument in
providing salvation to Nineveh (a large
group of Gentiles). Similarly, God raises
Jesus from the heart of the earth after
three days so He can be God’s instrument
in bringing salvation to all Gentiles.

Call Upon the Lord
In his despair, Jonah calls upon the Lord,
who shows mercy. Jonah does nothing to
deserve rescue: his salvation is by grace
alone. In the final stanza of his psalm,
Jonah proclaims, “Salvation belongs to
the Lord!” (verse 9).
5
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

JONAH AND THE SEAMEN

Read Jonah 2 aloud together.
 Is Jonah’s prayer (a) a request to be saved from the fish, or (b) thanksgiving for
being saved by the fish?
 What is Sheol? (verse 1). What is the “land whose bars closed upon me forever”?
(verse 6). Are these related?
 Compare Jonah’s prayers in Jonah 2:1–9 and Jonah 4:1–4. What differences do you
see in Jonah’s attitude?
 Compare the actions and attitudes of the sailors with Jonah’s.

Read Mathew 12:38–41.
 What is the “sign of Jonah” that Jesus refers to in verse 39?
 What is the “something greater than Jonah” that Jesus refers to in verse 41?

GOING DOWN
When you turn your back on God, the
only direction you can go is down.
—Warren W. Wiersbe
The Bible Exposition Commentary

NOWHERE ELSE TO GO
I have been driven many times to my
knees by the overwhelming conviction
that I had nowhere else to go.
—Abraham Lincoln

The narrator by his inclusion of the
psalm immediately after chapter 1 slyly
intends his audience to draw a parallel
between Jonah’s experience and that of
the seamen. Both faced a similar crisis—
peril from the sea. Both cried to
Yahweh, acknowledging his
sovereignty. Both were physically
saved. Both offered worship. Ironically
Jonah is at last brought to the point the
Gentile seamen have already reached.
In his supreme devotion he is still only
following in the wake of the heathen
crew. He who failed to pray, leaving it to
the pagan sailors, eventually catches up
with their spirit of supplication and
submission.
—Leslie C. Allen
The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and
Micah

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
 What ideas and attitudes in Jonah’s prayer can you identify with?
 Did Jonah repent? What evidence do you see in Jonah’s psalm to support your view?
 How did God respond to Jonah’s prayer? Why?
 God appointed the fish to swallow Jonah and commanded the fish to vomit Jonah
upon the land. How did both of these events demonstrate God’s lovingkindness to
Jonah?
 How did Jonah respond to God’s grace toward him?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
 One of the primary themes in Jonah is God’s lovingkindness (hesed). Reflect on a
time that you have experienced God’s lovingkindness, even when it was not
deserved. Thank Him for His grace and compassion toward you.
 Another primary theme in Jonah is that God’s plans will not be thwarted either by
our actions or our inaction. Despite Jonah’s best efforts to avoid his commitment,
God ensured that His message was delivered to the Ninevites. In what ways has God
used you to deliver His message of hope?
 Do you know anyone who is currently running from God? What has been your
attitude toward and about that person? How do you think God wants you to
respond to that person?

GOD’S COMPASSION
Jonah deserved death, not deliverance.
And yet Yahweh graciously delivered
him by special intervention so that
Jonah could not but recognize the
greatness of Yahweh’s compassion,
praise him for it, and recognize his
reliance on Yahweh alone.
—Douglas Stuart
Hosea-Jonah

 Jonah's psalm does not occur after his deliverance, but while he is still in the fish.
Our long-term perspective of God's sure faithfulness should affect our actions and
our attitudes toward our short-term situations. Resolve to thank and praise God for
His lovingkindness, even in the midst of your trials.
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Respond to the
God Who is
Sovereign
Jonah 3
LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 3

OBJECTIVE:

We Respond to the Sovereign God
Theme
Jonah and Nineveh show us a great deal
about the God of second chances. He is
sovereign, shaping people and events.
The proper response is obedience and
repentance.

God of Second Chances
Moses: a murderer. Rahab: a prostitute.
Samson: a womanizer. David: an
adulterer and a murderer. Paul: a
murderer. Peter: a liar.
Jonah should also be added to this list.
He blatantly rebelled against God. Yet by
the sovereign grace of God—just like the
others—he was given a second chance. In
what we know of the depravity of
humanity, it is highly likely that Jonah, as
well as these other biblical figures,
received far more than just second
chances. Rather, they were probably the
beneficiaries of tenth and eleventh
chances.
Like Jonah, we have
been called to be
God’s messengers
to deliver His Word
and, just like Jonah,
have surely outright
disobeyed God and
run the other
direction many
times. The particulars—the person, the
justification, and the location—have
varied, but the problem is still the same.
Think of the lady who sat next to you on
that red-eye flight and just would not

stop talking, but you were too physically
and mentally exhausted to talk. So you
“politely” shut her down.
Easter came and went, along with your
skeptic father-in-law. You had plenty of
opportunities to discuss spiritual matters,
but you just felt inadequate. So you just
didn’t say anything.
How about your neighbor whose dog
proudly leaves a gift on your lawn each
morning? You see him at the HOA
meeting and feel compelled to invite him
and his wife over for dinner. But your
attitude about the daily donations has
grown from irritation to bitterness, and it
now controls you.
In each of these situations, our plan is
elevated over the One who made us. The
finite has overruled what was to be
infinitely wise. God’s plan truly was not
best. Or so we thought. The sagely
wisdom of years gone by ring true today,
“A person plans his course, but the Lord
directs his steps”
(Prov. 16:9).
Thankfully, rather
than condemnation,
God extends His
grace to us as He
once did for Jonah.
He not only provides
us another
opportunity to follow Him, but He
guarantees His message will not return
without accomplishing all that He desires
(Isa.55:11–14).

God of Compassion
Upon seeing the contrition of the king
and people of Nineveh, God relented. He
withheld His wrath because He saw a
people who turned from their evil ways.
This is a lesson for believers in observing
not only the Ninevites’ humility, but also
God’s mercy. As merciless as the
Ninevites were and very much deserving
of His wrath, how much more so was
God’s compassion! He put His mercy on
display, and His expectation is that His
people follow His lead.

DISCUSSION
Was there a time in your life when
someone gave you a second chance
that you didn’t necessarily deserve?
Or a time when someone forgave and
looked over your sin when they could
have embarrassed you and exploited
your weakness to others? How did
that act of compassion impact you?
As you look back on your life, when
have there been moments when you
knew you should have reached out to
someone with the Gospel but didn’t?
Describe a time in your life when, in
obedience to the Spirit, you took that
beginning step in having a spiritual
conversation with someone or you
shared the gospel with them.
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

INSIGHTS ON NINEVEH

Read Jonah together aloud.
 How is the character of God revealed in chapter 3?
 How far is a day’s journey?
 Why 40 days? What other passages or stories in the Bible involve the number 40?
 How did the Ninevites exemplify repentance (note Matt. 12:41), and what evidence
is there that their repentance was sincere?
 What is the significance of the king clothing himself in sackcloth and covering
himself in ashes?
 What have you learned about the nature of God in the story so far? What do you
find most comforting or troubling?

GOD’S SOVREIGNTY
What appears to be change is due to His
changelessness…The Almighty God is
unchangeable. Today His word is the
word of tenderness, and tomorrow He
smites. Has He changed? No, Nineveh
has changed. He has been the same
throughout all His dealings with men,
and it is because He is unchangeable
that when a repentant nation repents of
that repentance and goes back to her
sins, He repents again and smites her
into dust and sweeps her away.
—G. Campbell Morgan
The Minor Prophets, 89–90

The first four canonical prophets—
Obadiah, Joel, Amos, and Jonah—wrote
during the period 840–740 B.C. Under
both Shamshi-Adad V (824–811) and
Adad-nirari III (811–782) Assyria was at
their greatest weakness—having
experienced internal revolts, the plague,
and famine. They were now left in a
prime position to receive a message of
divine judgment and of the universal
redemptive plan of the God of Jonah.
More than likely this would leave
Jonah’s mission to be dated around the
leadership of Assurdan III who ruled
from 772–755.
—Eugene Merrill (Professor of Old
Testament Studies at Dallas Seminary)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
 What is the meaning of repentance?
 What are some other examples of repentance in Scripture?
 Why do you think that the animals were included in the king’s decree? What might
the writer be saying about who and what God rules and loves?
 Given God relents his wrath due to the Ninevites turning from their evil ways, how
does this reflect the character of God? Is He immutable?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
 Proverbs 3:7 says, “Do not be wise in your eyes. Fear the Lord and turn away from
evil” (ESV). The king humbles himself, fears the Lord, and calls the people to turn
from evil. When your sin is brought to your attention, how quickly do you repent?
Does your life follow the model of the Gentile Assyrian king or the refined Jew,
Jonah? Regardless of your answer, why do you think that is?
 Can you think of some people that have done such horrible things that you would
find it difficult that God might extend His mercy to them? What might it take in your
own life for you to approach that person or someone like them with a sincere desire
for them to know God’s mercy and love?
 Reflect upon how God has shown mercy upon you. Maybe it was twenty years ago
or maybe it was yesterday. Be grateful today, thank God for His grace and mercy
and don’t forget to extend that same grace and mercy to others.

GOD’S COMPASSION
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I
would give it; you will not be pleased
with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.
—Psalm 51:16–17 (ESV)
The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases; his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness. The Lord is my
portion, says my soul, therefore I will
hope in him.
—Lamentations 3:22–24 (ESV)
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Respond to the
God Who Instructs
Jonah 4

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 4

OBJECTIVE:

We Apply Scripture to Ourselves First
Theme
Jonah ends in a comedic climax that
indicates God’s intention for the story to
be applied to His covenant people.
Through Jonah’s story, Israel and the
church are reminded of our AbrahamicChristologic mission and learn to apply
Scripture to ourselves first.

Stinky Orthopraxy
“I knew that You are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and
abundant in lovingkindness, and one who
relents concerning calamity” (Jonah 4:2
NASB). Jonah knew his Hebrew history
and how the Torah described the
character of God. He could probably
parse the term for compassion. His
orthodoxy (belief) was not the problem. It
was his orthopraxy (performance). He
rebelliously would not put what he knew
about God into practice. Why?

and resentment. His motivation for
obedience was not from a heart of
sacrificial love.
In contrast to seeking God’s mercy upon
the Assyrians, Jonah’s heart was revealed
by his furious outrage over God’s
response to the Ninevites’ repentance.
Believing they were far less deserving
than he of God’s mercy, he sought God’s
judgment and their destruction. Rather
than speaking truth in love into this
childish culture—that did “not know their
right hand from their left”—Jonah’s
deep-rooted anger inevitably led him
down the path of playing Nineveh’s
judge rather than advocate (4:11 ESV).

Misalignment
Jonah’s heart was not aligned with God’s
mission. He was a man who loved God
but loved his way more.

Bitter Soul
Anger. Bitterness. Rage. Evil. While
Jonah was obedient to God’s call to
preach to the Ninevites, the stimulus for
ministry was definitely not compassion.
It is not clear what prompted Jonah to
obey God’s call, perhaps fear of death or
out of sense of duty. One would have
thought that as one on the receiving end
of God’s mercy (being saved from
drowning and later from heat
exhaustion), Jonah would have
experienced some kind of heart change.
Unfortunately, the love of God in Jonah’s
soul was overcome with anger, bitterness

He was fuming over the protection God
showed the Ninevites but didn’t hesitate
to embrace it when he needed it. He
cared about the finite, not the eternal.
Everything was about him. Jonah’s eyes

DISCUSSION
What things have you seen in others
that made you angry only to later
realize you also had struggled with the
same issues?
Take a moment and reflect on your
life. When have you showed anger to
someone that should have actually
been receiving your grace?
Consider a time in your life when
someone hurt you in some way, you
sought revenge, and got it. How did it
make you feel?

were too focused on himself to truly
know for himself the heart of God.

Modern-Day Jonahs
How often have we been hurt by another
and become bitter when we see them
experience God’s forgiveness? Then on
top of the forgiveness of God, we see
them experience His favor. We may not
wish to admit that we secretly longed for
them to feel the pain of failure.
Just like Jonah, we sometimes do the
right things with the wrong motivation.
Here’s the irony of God’s grace: we are
imperfect vessels, with imperfect
motives; and God uses us anyway. Like a
general at war, He has a mission to
accomplish. Being infinitely wise and
omniscient, He knows all His soldiers’
weaknesses. He sees all of our
imperfections. Yet He says, “Onward,
Christian soldier. My grace is sufficient.
As you have been a recipient of My
grace, go and extend it to others.”
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

MODERN-DAY JONAHS

Read Jonah together aloud.
 How is the character of God revealed in Chapter 4?
 Why is Jonah so angry when he had just been used to impact so many people’s
lives?
 Though verse one shows that Jonah is angry with God, what does he do in verse 2?
 How does God respond to Jonah’s anger? (Does He smite him?)
 How would you describe the attitude of Jonah in verses 3 and 4?
 Jonah mentions twice that he considers it better to die than to live. Why would he
think so?
 What does Jonah do when he leaves the city?

MISALIGNMENT
God could control the wind and
waves in chapter 1, the fish in
chapter 2, and the gourd, worm, and
wind in chapter 4, but He could not
control Jonah without the prophet’s
surrender. Everything in nature
obeys the Word of God except
human beings, and human beings
have the greatest reason to obey.
—Warren Wiersbe

This book is the greatest missionary
book in the Old Testament, if not in the
whole Bible. It is written to reveal the
heart of a servant of God whose heart
was not touched with the passion of
God in missions. Does it strike home
. . .? Are we more interested in our own
comfort than the need of multitudes of
lost souls . . . dying in darkness without
the knowledge of their Messiah and
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ? Are we
more content to remain with the
‘gourds,’ the comforts of home and at
home, than to see the message of Christ
go out to the ends of the earth to both
Jew and Gentile?
—Charles Feinberg

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
 Jonah is more than slightly angry at God. Is Jonah’s anger justified, or is he
overreacting? Why?
 Does our idea of justice match God’s?
 What is God trying to teach Jonah with the plant and the worm?
 Does Jonah act maturely?
 How do God’s interactions with Jonah reflect His interactions with Israel?
 What is the significance or value of God numbering the people of Nineveh?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
 How do we react when who we want God to be does not appear to be who we
believe Him to be?
 What is our reaction when we think people get away with sin?
 After the miracles that Jonah experienced with the large fish/whale, Nineveh’s
turning from evil, and the incredibly rapid growth of the plant, one would think that
Jonah knew God was sovereign. What was making it difficult for Jonah to
understand God’s plan?
 Reflect on your answer to the question about Jonah’s maturity in the “What Does It
Mean” section. When was the last time you acted like Jonah? When was your last
spiritual tantrum?

BITTER SOUL
The vine was quite temporal…and was
of relatively little value. Yet Jonah
grieved over it. Whereas Jonah had no
part in making the plant grow, God had
created the Ninevites. Jonah’s
affections were distorted; he cared
more for a vine than for human lives. He
cared more for his personal comfort
than for the spiritual destiny of
thousands of people. What a picture of
Israel in Jonah’s day…
—John Hannah

 Who in your life right now has been on the receiving end of your anger when you
should be showing grace?
 When you consider God’s hope for the world, what are a couple of things you can
personally do to align your mission with His mission?
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Respond to the
God of Jealousy
Nahum 1

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 5

OBJECTIVE:

We Draw Near to Our Jealous God
Theme
Nahum teaches us that YHWH is jealous
for us, to defend and correct us so that
we might enjoy the greatest of all
blessings: intimacy with Him. To that
end, He works events now and forever
for the development of His covenant
people.

Epilogue to Jonah
When we last saw the Assyrians of
Nineveh, they were wearing sackcloth
and sitting in ashes. Their repentance at
the warning of Jonah was sincere, and
God extended mercy instead of
judgment. This was during the reign of
Ashur-dan III. He was succeeded by his
brother Ashur-nirari V, who reigned only
ten years (755–745 BC). He was
overthrown in a civil war by a leader
named Pulu. Upon assuming the throne,
Pulu took the name Tiglath-Pileser III;
and he took Assyria in a whole new
direction.

“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” (Jonah 3:4 ESV). Nahum’s
message to Nineveh made Jonah’s sound
like good news. Wrath, vengeance, anger,
earthquake, fire, flood, a complete end,
darkness, cut down, cut off, your grave—
and that’s just from chapter 1!
As it turned out, Assyria had a serious
rival after all: YHWH Himself.

Assyria Takes Israel and Egypt
Tiglath-Pileser III is mentioned in the
Bible by that name and by Pul, a form of
his original name Pulu. He exacted
tribute from Israel during the reign of
Menahem (2 Kings 15:19), and conquered
large areas of Israel during the reign of
Pekah (2 Kings 15:29). His son,
Shalmaneser V, completed the
overthrow of Israel in 722 BC; and the
land was resettled with people from
other conquered nations.

During his eighteen-year reign (745–727
BC), Tiglath-Pileser III subjugated most
of the world known to the Assyrians at
that time. For the next century, Assyria
had no serious rival from the Caucasus to
the Nile, and from the Mediterranean
Sea to the Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea.

About sixty years and four kings later,
Ashurbanipal conquered Thebes, the
capital of southern
Egypt, bringing Assyria
to the height of their
dominance. He reigned
from 669–626 BC, and
he was known for his
extreme cruelty.

Enter Nahum

Revival in Judah

Then, at the height of their power and
empire, God spoke again to Assyria, this
time through a man called Nahum in the
tiny land of Judah. Jonah’s message to
Nineveh had been simple and concise:

During Ashurbanipal’s reign, he
humiliated Manasseh, the wicked king of
Judah, bringing him to Babylon in
disgrace. There Manasseh humbled
himself before God and repented, and

DISCUSSION
Discuss the emotion of jealousy.
When can jealousy be good? When
can it be bad?
Is there a difference between jealousy
and envy?
Is there a difference between being
jealous of someone versus being
jealous for someone?

God restored him to Judah’s throne,
where he immediately began to serve
only YHWH. Manasseh’s change was
profound and led to a revival in Judah (2
Chron. 33).
After Manasseh’s death, his son Amon
followed his father’s former wicked ways
but was assassinated within two years.
His son Josiah became king, and he
prolonged his grandfather’s national
revival for thirty-one more years.

Nahum Means Comfort
This timeframe—the height of Assyrian
empire and the beginning or midst of
revival in Judah—is the likely context in
which God spoke through Nahum.
Nahum means “comfort” in Hebrew. He
was a prophet of judgment to Nineveh,
but he was simultaneously a prophet of
comfort to Judah. God’s wrath against
Nineveh was founded in His jealous love
of His covenant people. God’s love works
for our deliverance, even against
enemies that seem unconquerable. That
brings comfort to us and should kindle a
response within us of faithfulness to God
and trust in His word.
11
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

PSALM 9:5–8

Read Nahum chapter 1.


The audience being addressed changes several times in Nahum 1. In which verses is
Nahum speaking in general? Which verses are addressed to Nineveh? Which are
directed toward Judah?



Which sections depict God’s jealous wrath and judgment?



Which sections hold out comfort for Judah?



What other examples can you recall from the Bible of God’s jealous anger and
comfort being deployed on behalf of His people?



What attributes of God are described in Nahum 1?



How are the style and tone used in the book of Nahum different than those of the
book of Jonah?

—Duvall & Hays
Grasping God’s Word

You have rebuked the nations; you have
made the wicked perish;
you have blotted out their name
forever and ever.
The enemy came to an end in
everlasting ruins;
their cities you rooted out;
the very memory of them has
perished.
But the Lord sits enthroned forever;
he has established his throne for
justice,
and he judges the world with
righteousness;
he judges the peoples with
uprightness. (ESV)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

OLD TESTAMENT POETRY
Like the paintings in the National
Gallery of Art, they [the Old Testament
poets] appeal primarily to our
emotions.... [T]hey do not build
complex grammatical arguments, but
rather use images (like paintings) to
convey their meanings. They paint
colorful pictures with words to convey
messages loaded with emotional
impact.

JUDGMENT

Read the full excerpt from Duvall & Hays in the Lesson 5 Guide in the Appendix.


What figures of speech or poetical imagery do you see in Nahum 1?



What is each image intended to convey? For example, discuss the meaning of the
second pair of lines in verse 3.



When Nahum wrote his oracle, Assyria had been around for over 1,200 years. How
do you think the people of Judah interpreted the claim in verses 8 and 9: “He will
make a complete end”? (ESV)



What happened to Nineveh in 612 BC? How complete was her end?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
God makes many bold statements in His word, both about judgment and about
comfort. How do you respond to those statements? Do you find yourself picking and
choosing only certain ones to believe?
How do you respond when God gives you a bold message for someone else? Is it easy to
speak unpleasant truth to others?
The events of Jonah, Nahum, and Assyria play out like a grand epic over almost two
centuries. How patient are you to allow God to work out His purposes in your life? In
other people’s lives?
When you are beset all around with enemies seemingly bent on your destruction, do
you get angry with God like Jonah? Or do you humble yourself before God and start
your own revival like Manasseh and Josiah, and wait on God’s unfailing goodness and
comfort like Nahum?

PSALM 9:9–12

COMFORT

The Lord is a stronghold for the
oppressed,
a stronghold in times of trouble.
And those who know your name put
their trust in you,
for you, O Lord, have not forsaken
those who seek you.
Sing praises to the Lord, who sits
enthroned in Zion!
Tell among the peoples his deeds!
For he who avenges blood is mindful of
them;
he does not forget the cry of the
afflicted. (ESV)
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Respond to the
God of Justice
Nahum 2

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 6

OBJECTIVE:

We Respond to God’s Tough Love
Theme
God keeps His promises to Israel and the
nations. He judges and corrects with very
firm and appropriate love. Those who are
wise accept His correction, reject and
remove idolatry, and follow YHWH.

The Downfall of Nineveh
After declaring God's jealousy, wrath,
sovereignty, and might in chapter 1,
along with His explicit intentions against
Nineveh (1:12, 14), Nahum changes his
tone in chapter 2 to that of an on-theground reporter in the midst of the battle
for Nineveh. Only there's not much of a
battle. The alarm is sounded and the
enemy attacks (verses 1, 3–4). Almost
before they can respond, the Ninevites
and their defenses are swept away by the
enemy and by flood (verses 5, 6–10).

The Justice of the Holy One
"I will make your grave, for you are vile"
(Nah. 1:14 ESV).
God's hatred of sin is real. God's
judgment against sin is real. This is part
of who God is. And was. And will be. His
wrath is overpowering and complete.
He will make a complete end of the
adversaries,
and will pursue his enemies into
darkness.
What do you plot against the LORD?
He will make a complete end; trouble
will not rise up a second time.
—Nahum 1:8–9 ESV

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed
because, as God told Abraham, "the
outcry against [them] is great and their
sin is very grave" (Gen. 18:20 ESV).
Sodom and Gomorrah were never
rebuilt. Nineveh was never rebuilt.
God judged the sin of the whole earth
once, because "every intention of the
thoughts of [man’s] heart was only evil
continually" (Gen. 6:5 ESV). That global
judgment was by water; another is
coming by fire. "But by the same word
the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, being kept until the
day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly" (2 Peter 3:7 ESV).

The Love of the Father
But God's love of His people is equally
real. His jealous protection of His own is
real. This is part of who God is. And was.
And will be. His salvation is overpowering
and complete.
Lot and his family were saved from the
local annihilation of Sodom through the
direct intervention of God (Gen. 19).
Noah and his family were saved from the
global annihilation of the flood through
the direct intervention of God (Gen. 6–8).
God's jealous love for Judah saved her
from Assyria (Nah. 2:2).
God's direct intervention did not end
there. Paul relates in Romans and
Galatians that God intervened again,
once for all, in a consummate show of
love to save us from the ultimate
judgment on sin.

DISCUSSION
 Consider a time in your life when
you were caught doing wrong and
were punished. Was your
punishment too lenient, too severe,
or fitting for your action?
 Was there a time in your life when
you were protected from some
impending event that seemed
unavoidable? How did you respond
to your protector?
"For while we were still weak, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly. For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die—but God shows
his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by
his blood, much more shall we be saved
by him from the wrath of God" (Rom.
5:6–10 ESV).
He saves us from wrath, but He goes
even further: He makes us His family.
"But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba!
Father!' So you are no longer a slave, but
a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God" (Gal. 4:4–7 ESV).
Real wrath—just ask Nineveh. Or real
love—just ask Paul. Are you ready to get
real with God?
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“A COMPLETE END”

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Read Nahum chapter 2.
 This chapter describes the sack and fall of Nineveh. Read through verses 1 and 3–10.
For each verse, summarize what is happening through the course of the battle.
 What reason does Nahum give for God’s wrath against Nineveh in verse 2?
 Verses 1 and 3–10 are written in the present tense and read like a first-person play-byplay account of the battle. Verses 11 and 12 read more like a reminiscence from the
future. Then there is verse 13. How is verse 13 different in this respect than the
others?

JUSTICE & GRACE
If God were not angry, he could not be
good. If God did not commit himself to
ultimate justice, he would not be just. If
God did not commit himself to the final
punishment of evildoers, he would not
be righteous. It is only as I understand
the sinfulness of my sins and the
awesomeness of God’s judgment that I
really grasp the meaning of his grace.
—Stuart Briscoe
Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

Nineveh was destroyed so utterly that
Alexander the Great did not even know
there was a ruin beneath when he
fought the Battle of Arbela in 331 BC. In
the 2nd century BC, Xenophon passed
over the Nineveh tel and assumed they
were more recent Parthian ruins. This
complete obliteration affirms the
veracity of Nahum 1:8–9.
—Wayne Braudrick, study notes

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
 Why is it significant that verse 13 (and most of chapter 3) is in present and future
tense?
 Remember what we learned about a poet’s use of imagery. Why are verses 11 and 12
about lions? What is Nahum trying to convey?
 God saved Judah from Assyria by using Babylon to destroy Nineveh in 612 BC. But in
586 BC, God used Babylon to conquer Judah. Given these facts, how should we
interpret Nahum 2:2?
 What is a key similarity between the judgments of the flood, Sodom, and Nineveh?
How is this also true of the coming judgment?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?

“GOD SHOWS HIS LOVE FOR US”
For while we were still weak, at the right

Read 2 Peter 3:1–10. Peter warns that false teachers will deny future judgment by
ignoring past judgment.

time Christ died for the ungodly. For

Peter says that remembering past judgment is important because there is another one
coming—“the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly” (2 Peter 3:7 ESV). How
does Peter say we should use this knowledge? (Read 2 Peter 3:9–18.)

person—though perhaps for a good

As believers in Jesus, we are saved from God’s wrath (Romans 5:6–11). Nevertheless,
knowing the earnestness of God’s wrath against sin, what should our attitude be toward
the lingering sin in our own lives? (Read Hebrews 12:1–2.)

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

If you are not a believer in Jesus, then listen again to Paul:
 “Do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of
your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of
wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed” (Rom. 2:4–5 ESV).
 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23 ESV).
 “For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. For...those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:16–17 ESV).
Are you ready to wholly trust that Jesus’ death absorbed God’s wrath on your behalf and
that His righteousness is alone sufficient to reconcile you to God?

one will scarcely die for a righteous
person one would dare even to die—but
God shows his love for us in that while
Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
More than that, we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received
reconciliation.
—Paul of Tarsus
Romans 5:6–11 (ESV)
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Respond to the
God of
Righteousness
Nahum 3
LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 7

OBJECTIVE:

We Respond to the Righteous God
Theme
Assyria serves as an object lesson—there
is no power on earth that can stay the
righteousness of God. He cares for
nations and individuals so much that He
shapes them.

The Doom of Nineveh
In chapter 3, Nahum comes to the crux of
the matter, the main point of God’s
prosecution against Assyria. Verses 1–3
recount the cruelty with which Nineveh
has treated the nations, followed by the
criticism in verse 4:
And all for the countless whorings
of the prostitute,
graceful and of deadly charms,
who betrays nations with her
whorings,
and peoples with her charms.
(Nahum 3:4 ESV)

3:6 and Hos. 4:12.) The mix of idolatry
and cruelty in Assyria reached a critical
point. Verse 5 repeats the dreadful
declaration of 2:13: "Behold, I am against
you, declares the LORD of hosts" (ESV).

“Who Will Grieve for Her?”
God declares a horrific fate for Nineveh
at the hands of an enemy, similar to the
fate Nineveh inflicted on Thebes in
southern Egypt (verses 8–10). Escape and
resistance alike will be futile (11–15).
Using images of locusts and shepherds,
Nahum foretells that Nineveh will be
systematically ruined: the middle-class
merchants will disappear (16), as will the
upper-class rulers and administrators
(17–18); finally, the populace in general
will be scattered (18).
Even with such a complete end, God says
that there is no one who will mourn for
Nineveh (7). In fact, all who hear the
news of Nineveh's demise will celebrate
(19). This pitiless attitude is explained in
the final line of Nahum’s oracle: "For
upon whom has not come your
unceasing evil?" (ESV).

Unrelenting Righteousness

Chalcedony cylinder seal from Assyria:
Worshiper of Ishtar
(courtesy of www.metmuseum.org)

The language of harlotry in verse 4 is
often used in the Old Testament as a
figurative reference to idolatry. (See Jer.

Assyria's cruelty came back upon her in a
devastating way. Her idolatry resulted in
her being shamed and humiliated before
the nations (Nahum 3:5-6). God will act
according to His righteousness, and none
can resist. This is not reserved for pagan
nations alone. Our righteous God will be
true to His righteousness, even with His
own covenant people. Although Judah

DISCUSSION


What are some common idols
that people around you worship
in place of God? What idols do
Christians around you sometimes
worship?



Have you ever willfully rebelled
against God to the point of
experiencing His righteous
chastisement? Or have you seen
this in someone else’s life?

enjoyed a revival under the latter reign of
Manasseh and the extended reign of
Josiah, they soon returned to their
idolatry and provocation of YHWH.
God used Babylon to bring His righteous
judgment upon Nineveh in 612 BC and to
save Jerusalem from the threat of
Assyrian conquest. About twenty-five
years later, however, He used Babylon
again—to bring His righteous
chastisement upon rebellious Jerusalem.

Choose Repentance
Though not a complete end, the seventyyear exile of Judah was severe. Jerusalem
and the temple were rebuilt, but they
never recovered their former glory.
Although the Jews returned, there was
no going back. The author of Hebrews
was addressing believers when he wrote,
"For we know him who said, 'Vengeance
is mine; I will repay.' ... It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God"
(Heb. 10:30–31 ESV).
If idols have displaced God in your heart,
humble yourself and repent. It is better
to repent and stay in His hands, than to
provoke your God and fall into His hands.
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THE PREMISE OF THIS STUDY

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Read Nahum chapter 3.


Which verse includes a play on Nahum’s name, which means “comfort”?



Which verse revisits a word from Nahum 2:1?



What are some of the poetical images which Nahum employs in chapter 3?



What will be the reaction of the nations when they hear of Nineveh’s destruction?




Why such a reaction?

Like Jonah and Nahum, we are called to
go to our own Nineveh and share the
truth of God’s Word. Like theirs, our
message must contain the fullness of
God’s mercy and justice. Rather than
fleeing this responsibility, we must
accept the calling to be salt and light.
The Lord has sent us, and the world is
counting on us.
—Wayne Braudrick, study notes

What are the stated reasons God is against Nineveh?

A CHILLING LESSON

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Nahum’s shocking predictions catch the
reader off-guard, boldly spoken to



Think about the message of Nahum’s oracle. How do you imagine his message was
received by the general population of Judah?



On the other hand, how would it have been received by any Assyrian commanders
or dignitaries who may have come across it?



How do you think it was received by Judah’s leaders who had to deal with both of
those groups?



Nahum was a faithful messenger for God with a bold message of uncomfortable
truth for God’s enemies, and hopeful comfort for God’s people at a very politically
risky time in Judah’s history. What does Nahum teach us about bringing the
message God asks us to speak to our world in our time?

Assyria at the height of her power. They
thus serve as a chilling lesson to all of
us—prone as we are to abuse power and
neglect grace in our entitlement.
—Wayne Braudrick, study notes

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?


Review the theme of this study on page 18 of the Appendix.



What should our response be to God’s righteousness? Read Leviticus 20:26 and 1
Peter 1:14–19.



Review Jonah 4:2 and Nahum 1:3. What should our response be to God’s patience?
Read 2 Peter 3:8–15.



As a group, review and discuss the lessons you have each learned through this
study of Jonah and Nahum.


How has this study affected your personal walk with God?



How has this study affected your relationships with others?



How has this study helped you better understand what it means to be “wholly
bright” for God?

JONAH 4:2
You are a gracious God and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from
disaster. (ESV)

NAHUM 1:3
The Lord is slow to anger and great in
power,
and the Lord will by no means clear
the guilty.
His way is in whirlwind and storm,
and the clouds are the dust of his
feet. (ESV)
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Appendix

Series Overview

PASTOR’S SUGGESTED READING

Objective:

Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Smith & Page
(NAC)

That we engage a hostile culture with grace and truth.
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
—Matthew 5:14–16 ESV

If anyone has a right and reason to be bitter, God does. But God prefers to exhibit his
kindness in the face of our bitterness. Against our bitterness the kindness of God is
shown in sharp relief…But that is only half the message…God’s goodness is [also]
demonstrated by his jealousy, vengeance, wrath, patience—his commitment to
ultimate justice. If God were not angry, he could not be good. If God did not commit
himself to ultimate justice, he would not be just. If God did not commit himself to the
final punishment of evildoers, he would not be righteous. It is only as I understand the
sinfulness of my sins and the awesomeness of God’s judgment that I really grasp the
meaning of his grace.
—Stuart Briscoe, Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise, 83, 115

Be Amazed, Wiersbe
The Book of Nahum, Maier
Commentaries on the Twelve Minor
Prophets, Calvin & Owens
Handbook on the Book of Jonah, Price
& Nida
Handbook on the Book of Nahum,
Clark & Hatton
Jonah, Ellison (EBC)
Jonah, Hannah (BKC)
Jonah, Micah, & Nahum, Feinberg
The Minor Prophets, Morgan
Jonah, the Reluctant Prophet, Banks
The Minor Prophets, Boice
Nahum, Barker (NAC)

Premise:

Nahum, Johnson (BKC)

Like Jonah and Nahum, we are called to go to our own Nineveh and share the truth of
God’s Word. Like theirs, our message must contain the fullness of God’s mercy and justice.
Rather than fleeing this responsibility, we must accept the calling to be salt and light. The
Lord has sent us, and the world is counting on us.
Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am
going to tell you.
—Jonah 3:2 NASB
We live in an age in which society tends to dictate to the preacher, and social
pressures and modern theological trends seek to obscure the fact that God
calls…[people]…equips them, and bids them share His Word.
—William Banks, Jonah, The Reluctant Prophet, 73

Nahum, Smith (Word)
Nahum class notes, Dyer
Nahum, Habakkuk, Armerding (EBC)
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah,
Patterson
Nahum & Obadiah, Shenton
Opening Up Nahum, Anderson
“The West as Nineveh” (Themelios
Vol. 31, Issue 1), Woods

17

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 

Theme of the study:
These two books show us a great deal about God and teach us important certainties about relating to Him. Three truths stand out:
1.

God cares for the lost Gentile peoples as well as His covenant people. As Hannah observes:
The Lord’s love for the souls of all people was supposed to be mediated through Israel, God’s elect and
covenant nation. Through Israel the blessing of His compassion was to be preached to the nations (Isa.
49:3). The Book of Jonah was a reminder to Israel of her missionary purpose.
– John Hannah, Jonah [BKC], 1462
We could add that Nahum is likewise tied to that purpose, particularly showing the end result when God’s grace is rejected.

2.

The Sovereign God is at work even when all appears dark to His people. He achieves His purposes for salvation even when His
people are running from Him. He brings justice and mercy even when they are least expected.

3.

God has a remarkable sense of humor. The ironies in Jonah make it among the most humorous literature in history, and
Nahum uses surprise to great effect. All this humor serves two very pointed purposes: 1) exposing the lack of obedience in
those set aside to be God’s lights to the world and 2) warning about the severe danger of assumptive elitism. Each of these
lessons is expected to change behavior in Israel and in the church.
The humor here is exemplary of the way comedy teaches through unexpected contrast. Israel’s rejection of Hosea & Amos,
Jonah’s contemporaries, stands in stark contrast to sailors, Ninevites, fish, and even a worm who obey YHWH. Jonah’s
theological acumen gains him nothing as it is shrouded in self-centered short-sightedness. By contrast, the other characters in
his story respond with childlike faith. Likewise, Nahum’s shocking predictions catch the reader off-guard, boldly spoken to
Assyria at the height of her power. They thus serve as a chilling lesson to all of us—prone as we are to abuse power and neglect
grace in our entitlement.

Statements of the theme:
You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents
concerning calamity.
—Jonah 4:2 NASB
The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,
And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.
In whirlwind and storm is His way,
And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.
—Nahum 1:3 NASB

Background to Nineveh
(From Pastor Wayne Braudrick’s Study Notes)

Historical Background
Assyria. The two prophets cover some of the most aggressive years of Assyrian activity—aggressive in both growth and retraction.
Jonah preached to the Ninevites during the time of Ashur-dan III (772–754 BC) whose reign was marked by plague.
Nahum wrote of the fall of Nineveh in the reign of Ashurbanipal (669-626 BC), the last powerful emperor. Ashur-uballiṭ II (612-609 BC)
was the last ruler before the fall of Assyria and fought a rearguard action for a few years before surrendering to the Babylonian forces.
Israel. In Israel, this rise of the Neo-Assyrian Empire coincides closely with the dissolution of the Jews into two states—Israel in the
north and Judah in the south. Jonah was a prophet from the northern state, which was more immediately threatened by Assyria. Of
course, Assyria ultimately conquered and deported Israel. The southern kingdom of Judah held out against even the most aggressive
expansion of Nineveh’s power, though Jerusalem did pay tribute; and major cities like Lachish were overrun.
Nineveh. (See Lesson 3 Study Guide.)
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Prophecies. Convoluted though the journey was, Jonah’s predictions en route to Nineveh all came true. His prophecy in the capital did
not, caught up in the prophetic dilemma inherent in work with the God of justice and mercy.
By contrast, Nahum’s predictive prophecy is dilemma-free. Each of his fore-tellings came true.

Literary Background on Jonah
Author. The information in the book must have come from Jonah himself, and the rabbis appear to have universally accepted Jonah of
Galilee as the author. But nowhere does Jonah claim authorship, so the book could have been written by another.
Date. Most modern scholars assume a post-exilic date, especially leaning toward the time of Nehemiah. The past tense in Jonah 3:3
and the differences in style with Hosea (especially Jonah’s Aramaisms) are the main arguments for the late date. Four serious
weaknesses plague these late-date assumptions:


Jonah was from Galilee, where Aramaic influence must have been stronger and from which we have no other compositions to
compare.



These same authors see Jonah as borrowing from Joel or a shared common source (e.g. Jonah 3:9 and 4:2 reflect Joel 2:14 and
2:13). Yet if one accepts the common dating for Joel at 803 BC, this may actually argue against a later date. Further, Jonah’s
psalm in chapter 2 draws heavily from psalms known to be older and none reasonably considered post-exilic.



The thinly-veiled purpose for a late date has nothing to do with literary criticism. That is merely a pretext for covering their
determined rejection of the idea of predictive prophecy. Reading their commentaries makes that clear.



The “was” in 3:3 in no way proves that Nineveh had ceased to exist at the time of Jonah’s writing. “Was” merely points to the
size of Nineveh in the story’s setting. As Smith & Page summarize:
Hebrew has only two so-called tenses, and they do not necessarily mark time, especially in the kind of
circumstantial clause found here. The choice of verb form here is determined not by Nineveh’s former
greatness but by syntax and the past time of the surrounding narrative. It emphasizes the size and
importance of the city in Jonah’s day.
—B.K. Smith & F.S. Page, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah [NAC], 256

Genre. Until the 19th century, Jonah was universally considered an historical work of prophecy, albeit one that had obviously been
written and edited in a way to remove unnecessary detail and background. Jesus clearly accepted the story as true history; otherwise
His comments in Matthew 12 and Luke 11 are nonsensical. Even Philo, the first century Hellenistic Jewish philosopher who looked for
allegory wherever he possibly could find it (and in many texts where it was not!), accepted Jonah as historical fact. Otherwise, he
wouldn’t have gone to such pains to explain the fish scene. He would have just called it allegory designed to protest narrow-minded
exclusivism, the way modern scholars do.
The modern take rotates between midrash, allegory, didactic fiction, and parabola—none of which deals satisfactorily with the text.
This may explain why Philo abandoned these approaches for historical prophecy.
Purpose. The text reveals God’s sovereign care and concern—both for His servants and for a hostile, domineering culture.
Ellison notes:
It had a special relevance to Israel over which the shadow of Assyria was falling, and later to Judah, as it faced
destruction at the hands of Babylon.
—Henry Ellison, Jonah [EBC], 363

Literary Background on Nahum
Author. Nahum means “comfort,” and his ministry was surely a comfort to the nations burdened by Assyrian expansion.
Commentators agree that Nahum is a perceptive writer, noting the courses of nature and history. Likewise, he is considered a faithful
person, believing in God’s purposes and plan despite a lifetime spent under cruel Assyrian domination.
Nahum’s home town of Elkosh has never been identified, and no archeologist or historian I read is convinced by the inclusion of his
name in the town Capernaum.
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Date. If accepted as the predictive prophecy it purports to be, Nahum must have prophesied between 663 and 612 BC. It is before the
known date for the collapse of the Assyrian capital and after the destruction of Thebes (aka No-amon) which was sacked by the
Assyrians in 663 BC.
Text. Some have argued that Nahum is a collection of various pieces assembled for use on Yom Kippur as part of a religious ceremony
or a supposed “enthronement festival” for Judah’s king. Though medieval generations read Nahum on Yom Kippur, there is no
indication that such was a mandated practice in Judah, before or after exile. Further, the book itself claims to be the work of one
prophet, who places an oracle, or burden, on Assyria. He exposes this oracle through brilliant and varied writing, yet it all retains the
feel of one author. As one might expect, Nahum shares many themes with Isaiah, the prophet who led Judah and spoke for God
against Assyria.
The literary forms of Nahum cause many to proclaim him the “poet laureate of the minor prophets.” His skill is remarkable, evoking
color and imagery with a broad vocabulary. Specific stylistic tools include these mentioned by Maier and Patterson:













rhetorical question (1:6, 9; 2:12; 3:7–8, 19),
apostrophe (2:1ff.),
elliptical sentence (3:2),
assonance and alliteration (2:11; 3:4, 7, 10),
abrupt change of person and number (1:9, 11–12, 15; 2:2, 8–10, 13; 3:1, 5, 18),
remarkably low use of synonyms for Hebraic writing (1:6),
metaphors and similes (1:3b, 6, 13; 2:4, 7–8, 11–13, 3:4–6, 12–13, 15, 17–18),
synecdoche (2:4, 10, 13; 3:13),
irony (2:1, 8; 3:14–15),
satire (2:11–13; 3:8–13, 14–19),
an acrostic poem (1:2–10),
and a chiasm (3:1-7).

Purpose. As with Jonah, God’s sovereignty is paramount in Nahum, though expressed through divine judgment this time.
Essentially it is God’s sovereign authority and reputation for righteousness that are at stake in Judah’s controversy
with Nineveh…If Nahum’s words seem harsh, then it is because he must use appropriate literary convention to
express the seriousness of the situation. As one who understands the divine perspective and senses the issues in
God’s teleology that are at stake, he cannot do otherwise.
—Richard Patterson, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 15–16

Unity and Divergence of the Books
Studying the two “Nineveh” books together allows us opportunity to compare and contrast them. Of course they hold in common their
prophet status, the city-state of focus, and their statements regarding God’s patient justice and grace. Their contrasts are on the chart
below.

Jonah

Nahum

mercy of God highlighted
ca. 800 BC Assyrian height
beginning but not fully realized yet
emphasis is on the prophet
an obedient prophet
delivered through water
repentant Nineveh

judgment of God emphasized
ca. 650 B.C. Assyrian decay
begun but not yet visible
emphasis is on the prophecy
a disobedient Gentile nation
destroyed by water
rebellious Nineveh

20

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 

Lesson 1 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?


The sovereign God is at work even when all appears dark to His people.



God achieves His purposes for salvation even when His people are running from Him.



God brings justice and mercy even when they are least expected.

Insights
Characteristics of God
God’s character is revealed in many ways throughout Jonah 1. Following is a partial list to help you get started. You and your group
may identify many others.


Mercy (to Nineveh, to the sailors).



Patience.



Love (through discipline).



Provider (great fish).



Justice.

Arise and Go!
In Jonah 1:2–3, the author uses a fascinating word play between verses 2 and 3 to create a strong sense of irony between God’s
command and Jonah’s response. In verse 2, God commands Jonah to “Arise, go…” (ְךֵל םּוק, qum lekh). These two imperatives are joined
together to create a sense of urgency in God’s command. In verse 3, Jonah “rose to flee” (ְךחֹ רְבָל ָםקַםַ ק, vayyaqam livroakh). The writer
repeats the first verb (rise), suggesting that Jonah was about to obey. But in an unexpected and ironic twist, Jonah did not arise to go.
Instead, he arose to flee.

The Presence of the Lord
Why does Jonah flee? Does he think that God would simply appoint a different prophet to go to Nineveh? Is he trying to escape God’s
judgment? Is he attempting to “resign” as a prophet? These are all possible reasons suggested by various scholars. More than anything,
however, Jonah seeks to escape the very presence of the Lord. The phrase “from the presence of the Lord” is repeated twice in Jonah
1:3 to emphasize this point (ESV).
Many servants of the Lord throughout history have mistakenly thought that they could get away from the Lord
and escape the consequences of His actions by changing their location. This book teaches us that that is not
possible.
– Dr. Thomas Constable
Jonah probably knows that he cannot not remove himself from the literal presence of God; rather, he is most likely trying to flee from
God’s influence over his life. There is a chiasm in verse 3, the center of which shows Jonah going to Tarshish; this structure emphasizes
the fact that Jonah is openly rebelling against God’s call.
But Jonah rose


to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.





He went down to Joppa


and found a ship going to Tarshish.



So he paid the fare

and went on board,

to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord (ESV).
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Going Down
The concept of “going down” is repeated several times in Chapters 1 and 2.


He goes down to Joppa (Jonah 1:3).


He goes down into the ship (Jonah 1:3).


He goes down into the cargo hold (inner depths) of the ship (1:5).


He ultimately goes down “to the bottoms of the mountains; the gates of the netherworld” (2:6 NET).

Jonah’s downward spiral does not end until he is on the verge of death and promises to obey God’s command.

Being at Peace
Believers sometimes suggest that “being at peace” is indicative of being in God’s will. Jonah dispels that myth. In Chapter 1, Jonah is
clearly in rebellion and fleeing from the presence of God. Yet we see in verse 5 that Jonah had “gone down into the inner part of the
ship and had lain down and was fast asleep” (ESV). The Hebrew word for “fast asleep” ( ם ֹררַ קnirdam) has the connotation of a deep,
uninterrupted sleep. The same root verb (radam) is used in Genesis 2:21 to describe Adam’s surgical sleep. This is not a light cat nap for
Jonah, but rather a very deep slumber. Jonah’s ability to sleep peacefully under the circumstances seems very unusual—to be very
much at peace, while being very much out of God’s will.
It’s possible to be out of the will of God and still have circumstances appear to be working on your behalf.
—Warren Wiersbe

Arise and Cry Out!
Jonah 1:5–6:
In verse 6, the ship’s captain descends below deck, finds Jonah sleeping, and says to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper?” (ESV). The
expression (ָךָ ל־הֹ מ, mah-lÿkha, “what to you?”) can be used to indicate varying degrees of surprise, indignation, or contempt. The
captain is perhaps surprised that Jonah can sleep so soundly through the storm, or perhaps indignant that Jonah is sleeping when he
should be praying, or perhaps a little of both.
The captain then urges Jonah to “Arise, call out to your God!” (ESV). The Hebrew word for “arise” is the same word used twice in verse
3. The Hebrew word for “call out” (םַ ַרק, qara’) means to cry out, or shout out; it is the same word used in verse 2 when God commands
Jonah to “call out against it (Nineveh)” (ESV). The captain’s words to Jonah are the exact same words that God spoke to Jonah in verse
2. The irony would not have been lost on Jonah; he is hearing the words a second time as a reminder that he disobeyed them before.

The Sailors’ Response
The sailors play a significant role in Chapter 1. In the midst of the storm, they petition their gods for deliverance; and they enlist Jonah
to petition his God. When deliverance does not come, they conclude that God must be angry with someone aboard the ship. They cast
lots, and the lot falls on Jonah (verse 7).
How do the sailors respond? One would think that in a desperate situation, the sailors would immediately respond to Jonah’s
instruction. Instead, they show amazing restraint and mercy. They initially interrogate Jonah, even while the ship is breaking up around
them. They want to find out the reason for their problem. They do not ignorantly assume that simply doing away with Jonah will
resolve their problem.
Even after Jonah instructs them to throw him overboard, they make a valiant effort to row to shore in an apparent attempt to spare
Jonah’s life. This is a very risky effort, for the rocky shores and hidden reefs would have put them in even greater peril.
Why doesn’t God save Jonah through the efforts of the sailors? There are perhaps two reasons:


God likely wants Jonah to recognize that he is saved by pure grace. God extends to Jonah the same miraculous grace that he
will extend to Nineveh; Jonah will delight in the grace shown to him, but grumble about the grace shown to the Ninevites.



The sailors are attempting to save themselves and Jonah. But they cannot save themselves. God demonstrates that it is He
alone who saves.
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Respond to YHWH
Everyone and everything in Chapter 1 glorifies God. Except for Jonah.


The sea obeys God.



The lot correctly falls on Jonah.



The sailors call out to God and offer a sacrifice.



The fish is appointed by God and obeys.

The writer seems to be emphasizing the silliness and futility of Jonah’s rebellion. Jonah—the esteemed prophet of God—is fleeing God
while even the sea and winds obey Him.

Contrast between Jonah and the Sailors
The writer of the book of Jonah makes great use of irony and contrasts to drive home the main points. Consider the following contrasts
between the sailors and Jonah prepared by Bob Deffenbaugh:

Sailors

Jonah

Prayed

Did not appear to pray

Active to save ship, selves

Deep in sleep

Compassion on Jonah

Indifferent to sailors, their plight

Tried to save Jonah

No great concern to save sailors

Wanted to live

Wanted to die

Wanted to find “sin”

Wanted to persist in sin

Obedient to what they knew

Disobedient though he knew much

Worshipped God

No worship

Shuddered at Jonah’s sin

Seemingly untouched by his sin

Growing fear of God

No evidence of fear

The Sign of Jonah (Matt. 12:38-41)
Regarding the sign of the prophet Jonah, Bob Deffenbaugh writes the following:
The request of the scribes and Pharisees for yet another sign from our Lord, prompted Jesus to turn to the book of
Jonah, where two lessons could be learned. In His first use of Jonah, Jesus promised one final sign that was similar
to that of the prophet Jonah. Just as Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights, Jesus would be
in the belly of the earth for the same period of time. Jesus’ resurrection would be a “sign” to Israel, just as Jonah’s
“coming forth from the fish” was a sign (perhaps to Israel). This one final sign, the “sign of the prophet Jonah,”
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, would be irrefutable proof that He was Israel’s Messiah.
There was yet another lesson which the book of Jonah had for the Israelites of Jesus’ day. The Ninevites
immediately repented at the preaching of Jonah, even though there was far less evidence than that which the
Israelites of Jesus’ day had witnessed. The problem was not one of evidence at all, a problem which would be
solved by some compelling sign. The problem of the scribes and Pharisees was the same as Jonah’s, and thus no
evidence could change their willful rejection.
Jesus’ use of the account of the repentance of the Ninevites in Matthew chapter 12 accepts and affirms the
impression which we gain from taking the narrative at face value. He confirms the fact that the Ninevites believed
in God in spite of little evidence. Hearts that were open to the word and the will of God were quick to recognize it
and respond to it. Hearts that were not so inclined—as was the case with Jonah’s heart—would not get the
message, regardless of how clear it was. Jonah’s hardness of heart kept him from grasping what God was trying to
teach him, regardless of how clear and forceful that message was, while at the same time this message is perceived
and acted upon by the less well-informed Gentiles.
—Bob Deffenbaugh
Shattered Stereotypes: Jonah 1
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Lesson 2 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?


The Sovereign God is at work even when all appears dark to His people.



God achieves His purposes for salvation even when His people are running from Him.



Salvation is by God’s grace alone.

Insights
Parallels in Chapters 1 and 2
This chapter corresponds to Chapter 1 in its contents. The chart below is from Dr. Thomas L. Constable’s “Notes on Jonah 2.”
Chapter 1: The Sailors

Chapter 2: The Prophet

1:4

Crisis on the Sea

2:3–6a

1:14

Prayer to Yahweh

2:2, 7

1:15b
1:16

Deliverance from the Storm
Sacrifice and Vows Offered to God

2:6b
2:9

Crisis in the Sea
Prayer to Yahweh
Deliverance from Drowning
Sacrifice and Vows Offered to God

Sheol, the Netherworld, and the Pit
“Sheol” (verse 2) was a name for the place of residence of the dead, the underworld. (See Job 7:9–10; Isa. 38:17–18). Jonah pictures
himself in the belly of Sheol, at its very center—in other words, he is as good as dead. He is speaking rhetorically, for he has not actually
died. His point is that he was as good as dead if God did not intervene immediately.
In verse 6, the Hebrew noun ’( ץֶ ֶראerets) is translated “land.” The word is often used to refer generally to “earth,” but the context here
suggests a more specific reference to the “netherworld.” This netherworld is the place of the dead and is sometimes described as
having “gates” (Job 38:17; Ps. 107:18). Jonah pictures himself as being at the very gates of the netherworld and now within the Pit itself.
In verse 7, the Hebrew verb ( ףֵּ ַטעְתִ הhit’attef) is translated “fainting away.” The word is used elsewhere to describe (1) the onset of death
when a person’s life begins to slip away (Lam. 2:12), (2) the loss of one’s senses due to turmoil (Ps. 107:5), and (3) the loss of all hope of
surviving calamity (Pss. 77:4; 142:4; 143:4). All three options are reflected in various translations: “when my life was fainting away”
(ESV), “as my senses failed me” (NEB), and “when I had lost all hope” (NLT).
Some scholars believe Jonah actually died, because of the parallel with Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. It is more likely, however,
that Jonah was “as good as dead.”

Salvation Belongs to the Lord
The story of Jonah reminds us that salvation is by grace alone. Jonah runs from God and does nothing to deserve his rescue. Yet God, in
His lovingkindness, chooses to rescue Jonah.
Jonah’s story also reminds us that God’s means of saving us are not always those we would have chosen.
God does not save us according to our preferences, but according to His provision. The great fish would not have
been Jonah’s choice of accommodations, but as unpleasant as the belly of the fish was, it did the job. Jonah would
have much preferred a dramatic search effort, employing a Coast Guard cutter, helicopters, and skin divers. He
would rather have been hoisted aboard a ship and given mouth-to-mouth resuscitation by a beautiful female
sailor. God did not flatter Jonah in the means by which He saved him because pride was one of this prophet’s
principle problems.
So too, God’s means of saving men has never been flattering either. Spending 400 years as slaves in Egypt was
not flattering to the Israelites, nor entering into the Red Sea or the river Jordan, nor slaughtering an innocent
animal and pouring out its lifeblood on God’s altar, but these were the means which God provided. Looking up to
a brazen serpent was not a flattering way to be healed from the bite of a serpent, but it was God’s way. Trusting in
the death, burial, and resurrection of a rejected king, the Lord Jesus Christ, is not man’s preferred means of
finding the forgiveness of sins and of entering into eternal life, either. Nevertheless, this is the means which God
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has provided for man’s eternal salvation. This is the only means. If you have not experienced His salvation, you
may have to be brought very low, as low as Jonah, so that any means of salvation is gladly received.
—Bob Deffenbaugh
The Psalm of the Prodigal Prophet (Jonah 2)

Mercy and Justice
If anyone has a right and reason to be bitter, God does. But God prefers to exhibit his kindness in the face of our
bitterness. Against our bitterness the kindness of God is shown in sharp relief…But that is only half the
message…God’s goodness is [also] demonstrated by his jealousy, vengeance, wrath, patience—his commitment
to ultimate justice. If God were not angry, he could not be good. If God did not commit himself to ultimate justice,
he would not be just. If God did not commit himself to the final punishment of evildoers, he would not be
righteous. It is only as I understand the sinfulness of my sins and the awesomeness of God’s judgment that I really
grasp the meaning of his grace.
—Stuart Briscoe
Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

Verse by Verse
The following notes are adapted from “Constable’s Notes on Jonah 2” by Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Dallas Theological Seminary:
Verse 1
This is the first mention of Jonah praying. Until now, Jonah had been fleeing from God and hiding from Him. Now in his great distress,
he finally sought the Lord. We do not know how long Jonah struggled in the sea before the fish swallowed him. Perhaps that terror also
contributed to his repentance. God often has to discipline His rebellious children severely before we turn back to Him.
Jonah prayed it while he was in the fish. Evidently, he concluded after some time in the fish’s stomach that he would not die from
drowning. Drowning was a particularly distasteful form of death for an ancient Near Easterner such as Jonah who regarded the sea as a
great enemy. Jonah’s ability to thank God in the midst of his black torture chamber, which must have pitched him uncontrollably in
every direction, shows that he had experienced a remarkable change in attitude.
Jonah could have composed the core of this psalm, which contains his prayer, while he was inside the great fish. He may have
composed or polished the whole psalm sometime after he was safely back on dry land. It bears many similarities to other psalms in the
Psalter. Clearly Jonah knew the psalms well, and he could have spent much time reflecting on them during his three days in the fish.
One wonders, however, how anyone could think very coherently inside a fish.
Verse 2
Jonah, as many others, called to the Lord out of a distressing situation asking for help, and the Lord responded to his cry with
deliverance. The second part of the verse is a parallel restatement of the first part. The prophet compared the fish’s stomach to a burial
chamber from which he could not escape. “Depth” is literally the “belly” of Sheol, the place of departed souls that the Hebrews
pictured as under the earth’s surface. Jonah thought that he had gone to join the dead.
Verse 3
Jonah saw God’s disciplinary hand behind the sailors who had only been His tools in casting the prophet into the sea. He also
acknowledged that the sea belonged to God. Evidently the waves overwhelmed him many times before the fish swallowed him.
Verse 4
This condition made Jonah believe that God had turned His back on him. Nevertheless, he determined to seek God in prayer. Looking
toward God’s holy temple is a synonym for praying, the temple being the place of prayer in Israel. “He felt he was cast out from the
special regard and care which God exercises over His own. Now he realized how dire a thing it is to be apart from the presence of the
Lord.”
Verse 5
Jonah sensed his hopelessness as he continued his downward plunge into the deep. He seemed to be in death’s grip rather than God’s
grip. Seaweeds bound his head as the water encased his body.
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Verse 6
The prophet descended in the sea to the bottoms of the mountains, their very foundations. There he felt caged as a prisoner unable to
escape. However even though human deliverance was hopeless, Yahweh, Jonah’s strong God, lifted him up out of Sheol’s pit.
Verse 7
As Jonah was feeling that his life was ebbing away, his thoughts turned to Yahweh. Even though he felt far from God his prayer
reached the Lord in His heavenly dwelling place.
Verse 8
Jonah proceeded to philosophize a bit. Everyone who makes an idol his or her god abandons the source of his or her loyal love (hesed)
by doing so. The source of loyal love is Yahweh. This is true of pagans, but the prophet himself had done the same thing. The idols in
view are things that one puts in God’s rightful place in his or her life.
Verse 9
Jonah’s desperate condition had brought him to his senses. He would return to the source of loyal love and express his worship of
Yahweh with a sacrifice. However, his sacrifice would have to be thanksgiving, since he despaired of being able to offer an animal or
vegetable offering. He also promised to pay his vow to God. This probably refers to his commitment to serve the Lord faithfully from
which he had departed but to which he now returned.
The testimony that salvation comes from Yahweh is the expression of Jonah’s thanksgiving that he promised God. The last declaration
in this psalm is one of the great summary statements about salvation in the Bible. Salvation, either physical or spiritual, ultimately
comes from Yahweh and only from Him, not from idols or people, including oneself. It is in His power, and only He can give it. This
statement also implies recognition of the fact that God has the right to save whom He will.
Ironically, the truth of God’s salvation that Jonah now proclaims, is the very same truth which fills Jonah with intense anger in the final
chapter of the book.
The end of this psalm shows Jonah doing what the sailors had done earlier, namely, offering a sacrifice and making a vow. Thus the
prophet repented and returned to the Lord in his heart. Having experienced the precious gift of God’s salvation in his own life, Jonah
was now more favorable to announcing His salvation to the Ninevites. He now appreciated the condition of the heathen as he had not
done before.
Verse 10
Again the writer glorified Yahweh by attributing control of this formidable sea creature to Him. The first and the second chapters both
close on this note. The Hebrew text says, “The Lord spoke to the fish”. Unlike Jonah, the fish obeyed God and vomited the prodigal
prophet onto dry land. Jonah had spoken to the Lord in confession, and now God responded by speaking to the fish in deliverance.
We do not know where on the coast Jonah landed. Unfortunately, several interpreters have made applications based on their
speculations.
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Lesson 3 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?


God does not withdraw His call to follow Him, but He is a sovereign God providing many chances (3:1).



Regardless of the frailty of the instrument and the shortness of the message, God’s Word will prevail (3:3–5).



God has compassion on people that may not know Him, yet who humble themselves and follow His ways (3:5–10).

Insights
Nineveh
(from Wayne Braudrick’s Study Notes)
The city was founded by Nimrud (see Genesis 10:8–12) and was one of the great cities of antiquity. The Tigris protected the western
and southern boundaries of the city, while an eight-mile-long wall guarded the rest. Dr. Charlie Dyer, who spent time there (under a
ruse in which he convinced Baath Party officials that he was an international musician) declares that 150,000 could have lived inside the
city. The suburbs have yet to be excavated but extend at least fourteen miles north to Khorsabad and south to Calah (aka. Nimrud)
twenty miles away.
Thus, Jonah’s declaration of a three-days’ journey was no exaggeration, if “journey” is the correct translation. If “wait” is intended
instead, then the import of the city is being shown. Emissaries even today are made to wait as part of power politics, as President
Obama’s 2012 treatment of Israel’s Netanyahu displayed. A three-days’ wait shows the power of Assyria.
In 612 BC, Nineveh was destroyed by her former client city-state Babylon, which used Medes and Scythians in the attack. The
Babylonian Chronicle (with likely political motivation to show a quick victory) says the siege of Nineveh lasted three months; Diodorus
Siculus (who wrote hundreds of years later but from a neutral perspective) recorded a two-year siege. Diodorus relates that the battle
turned when heavy rains flooded the tributary Khosr River. The floodgates were overran, and a portion of the city wall imploded. This
seems to fit with Nahum’s prophesies in 1:8, 2:6, and 3:13.
The city was destroyed so utterly that Alexander the Great did not even know there was a ruin beneath when he fought the Battle of
Arbela in 331 BC. In the second century BC, Xenophon passed over the Nineveh tel and assumed they were more recent Parthian ruins.
This complete obliteration affirms the veracity of Nahum 1:8–9, “ But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end of the
adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into darkness. What do you plot against the LORD? He will make a complete end; trouble will
not rise up a second time” (ESV).

Could Jonah really have been swallowed by a whale?
(Insights provided by Jimmy Williams of Probe Ministries)
The Bible doesn’t say that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. Only the King James Version of 1611 does that. Jonah 1:17 says, “God
prepared a great fish” (dag gadol), not a great whale. And the Matthew passage (12:40) in Greek refers to the animal as a “sea
monster” (ketos), not a whale. It may or may not have been a whale. Let’s explore the possibilities, beginning… (with recognizing
that)…there are two basic types of whales (if differentiated by their mouth and throat structures): baleen and non-baleen (toothed
whales).
Baleen whales are by far the most numerous species in the oceans and include the Blue, Gray, Humpback, and Right (Bowhead). All of
these whales are distinguished by the presence of a baleen “curtain” or “strainer” in their mouths. They have a very small throat (like a
funnel) and feed by straining krill, plankton, and small crustaceans as they swim through the water with their mouths open. It would be
impossible for any of these whales to swallow a human, so they can be ruled out.
The “toothed” whales can be given some consideration. These include the dolphin, porpoise, Beluga, Narwhal, Orca (Killer whale)—
none of which is large enough to swallow a whole human being—and the Sperm whale, which definitely is.
The Sperm whale is the largest of the toothed whales, adult males measuring over sixty feet in length. (Walk into your garage and
multiply the length by four!) They are most prominent in the Pacific Ocean, but not unknown in the Atlantic, and a favorite of
Norwegian whalers. This whale’s diet consists of giant squid, large sea-bottom and mid-water sharks, skates, and fishes.
The Sperm whale has a huge capacity in its gullet to store food. In his book, Sixty-three Years of Engineering, Sir Francis Fox tells of a
manager of a whaling station who indicates that the whale can “swallow lumps of food eight feet in diameter,” and that in one of these
whales they actually found “the skeleton of a shark sixteen feet in length.”
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In the Daily Mail of December 14th, 1928, Mr. G. H. Henn, a resident of Birmingham, England recounted the following story:
My own experience . . . about twenty-five years ago, when the carcass of a whale was displayed for a week on vacant
land in Navigation Street, outside New Street station . . . I was one of twelve men, who went into its mouth, passed
through its throat, and moved about in what was equivalent to a fair-sized room. Its throat was large enough to
serve as a door. Obviously it would be quite easy for a whale of this kind to swallow a man.
This could only have been a sperm whale. On the coast of England, Mr. Frank Bullen in his book, The Cruise of the Cachalot (another
name for the Sperm whale), notes that “the sperm whale always ejects the contents of its stomach when dying. He himself witnessed
such an incident and described the huge masses of regurgitated contents, estimating their size as about “eight feet by six feet into six
feet, the total equal to the bodies of six stout men compressed into one!”
It is argued that Sperm whales are
not found in the Mediterranean.
But who is to say that was the case
2,800 years ago? There are a lot of
marine creatures not found today
due to the intense, world-wide
fishing pressure of the past 300
years. If a Sperm whale beached
itself on the west coast of England
in this century, who’s to say a
Sperm whale might not have found
its way into the Mediterranean?

"Forty Days"
Bob Utley notes in his commentary on the Minor Prophets that “forty days is a very common number in the Bible to denote a long
period of indefinite time (longer than a lunar cycle, but shorter than a season, e.g., Exo. 24:18; 34:28; Num. 13:25; Deut. 9:9, 11; 1 Sam
17:16; 1 Kgs. 19:8. It often is associated with a period of testing or judgment.”


Noah's flood (Gen.7:4).



Wilderness wanderings of Israel (Ex. 16:35; Ps. 95:10).



Moses' fasting (Ex. 24:8; Deut. 9:9,11).



Philistine domination of Israel (Judg. 13:1).



Elijah's fasting (1 Kings 19:8).



Ezekiel's symbolic actions (Ezek. 4:6).



God's judgment on Nineveh (Jonah 3:4).



Jesus' fast (Matt. 4:2).

Repentance
(Taken from the Lexham Bible Dictionary)
A change of attitude and action from sin toward obedience to God. The concept of repentance differs slightly in the Hebrew and
Greek minds, but an emphasis upon right behavior is consistent throughout.
Repentance in Hebrew
No Hebrew word is an exact equivalent for the English term “repentance.” Repentance was expressed by a number of different
actions that show a change in thinking and attitude toward sin and God. Repentance may be demonstrated by:




a public display of mourning over sin, such as weeping (Ezra 10:1), tearing garments and/or hair (Ezra 9:3), and wearing
sackcloth (Joel 1:13);
making restitution for wrongs committed (1 Chr. 21:22–26);
abasing oneself before the wronged party (Gen. 33:3).
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The Hebrew word that mostly closely approximates “repent” or “repentance” is translated into English as “return,” which basically
means “to turn around and go in the opposite direction.” In theological contexts, the implication is to turn from a road
characterized by rebellion toward God to a road characterized by obedience. The emphasis is upon actions that necessarily
proceed from turning one’s orientation toward God.
Repentance in Greek
The Greek word for “repentance” derives from a verb meaning “to radically change one’s thinking.” “Repentance” refers to an
event in which an individual attains a divinely provided new understanding of their behavior and feels compelled to change that
behavior and begin a new relationship with God (Heb. 6:1; Acts 20:21). While the Greek language can represent the concept of
repentance as an independent action, the Semitic background of the New Testament writers demanded that appropriate actions
follow the event of repentance (Matt. 3:8; Acts 26:20). Examples of changed behaviors following repentance include:




Zacchaeus making restitution for the fraud he committed as part of his occupation (Luke 19:1–10);
Paul preaching the faith he once tried to destroy (Acts 9:1–28);
Onesimus, the runaway slave, returning to his master, Philemon, to face the consequences of his actions (Phm. 8–16).

James 2:14–26 offers the most explicit comments in the New Testament regarding the relationship between repentance and
appropriate actions. James argues that suitable actions will inevitably follow a sincere experience of repentance. The rhetorical
question “What good is it …?” (2:14) calls into question not the effectiveness of faith in Christ without accompanying good deeds
to save the sinner, but the very presence of that faith if the deeds do not follow. He argues that just as the evidence of biological
life in the human body is the basic processes of respiration and circulation, the evidence of saving faith is acts of justice and mercy
that arise spontaneously from a changed life (2:18).

Immutability of God
(Taken from the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
The unchangeability of God. In biblical theology God is described as unchanging in His nature and in His character. This includes God’s
being (essence), purposes, and promises.
Psalm 102:25–27 contrasts God’s unchanging nature with that of the created order. Numbers 23:19 and 1 Sam. 15:29 indicate that God
changes neither His plans nor His actions, for these rest on His unchanging nature. James finds assurance of God’s future blessings in
that there is in God “no variation or shadow cast by turning” (James 1:17 HCSB). After referring to His constant patience, longsuffering, and mercy, God concludes with a general statement of His immutability: “For I, the LORD, do not change” (Mal. 3:6 NASB).
Failure to allow the Bible to define precisely in what sense God changes, results in a distorted view of God. Being influenced more by
Greek philosophy than by the Bible, some classical theologians have understood God’s immutability to mean that God is unable to act
and that He is uncaring and unresponsive to the created order. Overreaction to this error of viewing God as static results in an equally
distorted view of God. Some recent thinkers have rejected the biblical teaching concerning God’s immutability altogether. Being
influenced more by process or existential thought, they understand God to be like the created order—experiencing change, maturing in
knowledge and personal development, and having no certain knowledge of the future. Neither a static view of God nor a God in
constant flux captures the biblical picture of God. Biblical theology portrays God as immutable, yet as acting, feeling emotions, and
responding differently to various situations. In all such actions, feelings, and responses, God is constant and consistent.
On the surface it appears that some biblical passages represent God as changing. For example, He repents (Gen. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:11; Joel
2:13; Amos 7:3, 6; Jon. 3:9; 4:2); changes His purpose (Exod. 32:9–14; Jon. 3:10); becomes angry (Num. 11:1, 10; Ps. 106:40; Zech. 10:3);
and turns from His anger (Deut. 13:17; 2 Chron. 12:12; Jer. 18:8; 26:3). The apparent problem disappears upon close inspection of each
text. These verses portray God changing in His relations and, to mere humans, sometimes appearing to alter His purposes but who
never wavers or changes in His nature, purposes, or promises.
God’s immutability is a great source of comfort to the believer. Whereas God is constant in His wrath against sin, He is equally constant
in His forgiveness in response to faith and repentance.
God’s immutability grants the assurance that “He who started a good work in you will carry it on to completion” (Phil. 1:6 HCSB). In a
world that is in constant change, the believer finds peace in a God who does not change, knowing that truth and values are grounded in
the nature and character of an unchanging God.
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Lesson 4 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study?


Anger and bitterness are barriers to understanding the heart and mission of God.



God is compassionate and loves the pagan world even if His people do not.



God uses imperfect people with imperfect motives to accomplish His perfect mission.

Insights
Fleeing to Tarshish
We learn the reason why Jonah fled to Tarshish when the command first came to him to preach in Nineveh: He knew that God
characteristically relents from announced judgment when a people repent from their sin (Jonah 4:2–3). Jonah had wanted God to
destroy Israel’s powerful enemy. He was afraid that if Nineveh was warned that God was threatening to destroy them, they might
repent, which would move God to relent from judgment. To try to prevent this, Jonah refused to go to Nineveh, hoping to seal
Nineveh’s fate by not warning them.

Jonah’s Fury
There was probably good reason for his hatred for the Ninevites. They were known throughout the entire world of that day as a cruel
and ruthless people.
In strife and conflict I besieged and conquered the city. I felled 3,000 of their fighting men with the sword. I carried
off prisoners, possessions, oxen, and cattle from them. I burnt many captives from them. I captured many troops
alive: I cut off some of their arms and hands; I cut off of others their noses, ears and extremities. I gouged out the
eyes of many troops. I made one pile of the living and one of the dead. I hung their heads on trees around the city.
I burnt their adolescent boys and girls. I razed, destroyed, burnt, and consumed the city.
—Ashurnasirpal II, 883-859; period 1b
Perhaps Jonah had actually seen several Ninevite invasions of Israel and the raiding and destruction of his people. He may have even
suffered the loss of loved ones at the hands of these merciless soldiers, for the Ninevites had found more ingenious ways to be cruel
than any other nation that had existed to that time.

God’s Character
Jonah understood the character of God. Note how he described God in 4:2:


God is relenting.



God is gracious.



God is merciful.



God is slow to anger.



God is abundant in lovingkindness.

God’s Love
Jonah felt sorry for himself, and even felt sorry for the plant that sheltered him and then died, but he had no
heartfelt love or pity for the multitudes in the city of Nineveh. It is possible to serve the Lord and yet not love the
people. How unlike Jesus Christ he is in this chapter, for Jesus looked upon a city of lost souls and wept. God could
control the wind and waves in chapter 1, the fish in chapter 2, and the gourd, worm, and wind in chapter 4, but He
could not control Jonah without the prophet’s surrender. Everything in nature obeys the Word of God except
human beings, and human beings have the greatest reason to obey. It would seem that Jonah did get right with
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God, confess his sins, and continue his ministry. And God did spare the city of Nineveh for another century and a
half.
Of course, Jonah is a type of Jesus Christ (Matt. 12:39–41) in His death, burial, and resurrection. Christ was greater
than Jonah in His person (He is the Son of God), His outreach (the whole world, not one city), His sacrifice (He did
die to save others), and His love for those who did not deserve it. Some also see in Jonah a picture of the Jewish
nation: disobedient; cast out of the land; “swallowed up” by the sea of Gentiles; preserved in spite of opposition;
brought back again and given another chance.
—Warren W. Wiersbe
Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament

God’s Patience
All along the way, then, God’s infinite patience can be seen. What Jonah experienced is in keeping with what the
Scriptures reveal concerning God: He is infinitely patient (Ex.34:6; Num. 14:18; Pss. 86:15; 103:8; Joel 2:13; Nahum
1:3). Because he is patient, he bore with the total spiritual bankruptcy of the world in Noah’s day (1 Peter 3:20).
Similarly, he still delays the great day of judgment in order to prolong the day of salvation (2 Peter 3:15).
Accordingly, God’s patience should lead people to repentance (Rom. 2:4; 9:22–29) so that ultimately, through
faith and patience, they become those “who are going to inherit God’s promises” (Heb. 6:12). God’s patience with
Jonah and compassion for wicked Nineveh stand as a challenge for today’s believing church. How easy it is to give
up on those who “just won’t listen” or seem irretrievably reprobate. How tempting it is to write off those
individuals, communities, or nations that “are just asking for God to strike them down.” Yet if God had
compassion on wicked Nineveh, should not believers have a godly concern for those individuals and nations who
appear to violate the ethical and moral standards of civilized society? If God dealt patiently with wayward Jonah,
should we not be slow to take offense and quick to forgive backsliding Christians (Prov. 19:11; Gal. 6:1–5)?
—Richard Patterson
Cornerstone Biblical Commentary
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Lesson 5 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study of Nahum 1?


That God is a God of both comfort and judgment (verses 7 and 8). God’s jealousy for His covenant people can be
an overwhelming, irresistible force (verses 2 and 9).



That God’s people should respond in humbleness, faithfulness, and sincerity to the unfailing love and comfort He
lavishes on them (verse 15).



To read, interpret, and appreciate Old Testament poetry according to its literary genre.

Insights
Jonah vs Nahum
As we move from studying Jonah to Nahum this week, take a few minutes to review the Series Overview at the beginning of this
appendix. Pay particular attention to the following:


Objective, Premise, and Theme of this To Nineveh study on pages 17 and 18;



The section titled Literary Background on Nahum on page 19; and



The section titled Unity and Divergence of the Books on page 20.

Old Testament Poetry
Nahum is written in the literary genre of poetry; it is not a narrative story like Jonah. As we encounter various genres of literature in the
Bible, we should be aware of the differences of each, and use the uniqueness of each to aid our understanding and interpretation of the
text. In Grasping God's Word, authors Scott Duvall and Danny Hays go into great detail on each genre of writing in both the Old and
New Testaments. The following excerpt from their chapter on Old Testament poetry uses a contrast with the letters of Paul to
highlight the unique aspects of Old Testament poetry.
The different genres of the Bible are similar to the different museums that comprise the Smithsonian Institute.
Moving from New Testament letters to Old Testament poetry is like crossing the mall from the Air and Space
Museum and entering the National Gallery of Art. Much of the New Testament, especially the letters, is presented
rationally and logically, appealing to our Western minds like the exhibits in the jet propulsion room of the Air and
Space Museum.
The genre of New Testament letters tends to focus on propositional truth.... Paul, for example, argues point by
point in the book of Romans. He builds his theme logically and propositionally, supporting his main points with
subpoints and supporting examples. He appeals primarily to logic and rational thought. The kind of language Paul
uses in letters like Romans indicates he is building his argument in such a fashion. Note, for example, the
sequence in Romans 1:24–28: "therefore" (1:24), "because of this" (1:26), and "furthermore" (1:28).
The Old Testament poets, however, write much differently from Paul. Like the paintings in the National Gallery of
Art, they appeal primarily to our emotions. Furthermore, they do not build complex grammatical arguments, but
rather use images (like paintings) to convey their meanings. They paint colorful pictures with words to convey
messages loaded with emotional impact. This doesn't mean that they ignore logic or write illogically. It simply
means that they focus on emotional aspects more than on logical aspects. True, Paul is not devoid of emotion in
his letters, but his focus is on reasoning.
This comparison can be summed up in the following chart:
Paul and New Testament Letters

Old Testament Poets

Appeals to logic

Appeals to emotion

Rational arguments are central

Images are central

Syntax/grammar are critical to analyze

Figures of speech are critical to analyze
—J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays, Grasping God's Word
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Poetical Images
As a writer of poetry, Nahum uses images as Scott and Duvall describe above. For example, consider Nahum 1:3:
His way is in whirlwind and storm,
and the clouds are the dust of his feet. (ESV)
Nahum is not saying that God literally travels inside a whirlwind or storm, or that the clouds are literally dust. He’s not even saying that
God has literal feet. Nahum is painting a picture to describe an infinite God using limited human vocabulary and ideas. Anyone who has
experienced a tornado understands the power of a whirlwind. Storm fronts can be extremely destructive; at their most powerful, they
cannot be predicted, resisted, or even protected against. In a similar manner, God will have His way because He is more powerful than
any human effort can withstand or resist.
Clouds are not only high above us, they are huge! Clouds can cover the entire visible sky and stretch beyond our ability to see them. On
the other hand, dust particles are some of the smallest things we can see. By saying that clouds, one of the biggest things we can see,
are as small as dust compared to God, Nahum is illustrating the magnitude of God’s being. He is huge and powerful, and both
immeasurably more than we are!

Nahum 1
The addressee of the lines in Nahum 1 seems to shift a few times. It almost feels like the chorus of an ancient Greek drama: first
addressing one character, then another, then sometimes the audience directly.


Verses 1–8 are spoken to the audience in general.



Verses 9–11 are spoken to the enemy, whom we can assume is Nineveh based on verse 1: “An oracle concerning
Nineveh….” (ESV).



Verses 12–13 are spoken to Judah.



Verse 14 returns to speaking to Nineveh.



And verse 15 is explicitly addressed to Judah.

Not surprisingly, the verses addressed to Nineveh are filled with unpleasantness, while those addressed to Judah are filled with
comfort. Verses 2–8, spoken to the audience in general, mostly describe the fury of God’s jealous wrath; but there are two notable
exceptions:


The first line of verse 3—“The Lord is slow to anger and great in power” (ESV)—almost feels like a counterpoint to
verse 2; and



Verse 7 is a definite pause in the litany of fury, a clear and deliberate reminder that God’s fury is reserved for His
enemies, not for those “who take refuge in him” (ESV).

Nahum 1:15 or Nahum 2:1
It is worth noting that Nahum 1:15 (in most English translations), is actually Nahum 2:1 in the Hebrew. There is no discrepancy in the
amount or order of the text, just a difference in the location of the point at which chapter 1 ends and chapter 2 begins.
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Lesson 6 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study of Nahum 2?


God will protect and save His people who trust in Him (verse 2).



God will ultimately judge sin in this world (verse 13).



The Old Testament prophets had two roles: to speak truth to their audiences regardless of the consequences and,
less often, to foretell future events as prompted by the Holy Spirit (verses 1, 3–10).

Insights
Nahum 2: The Battle
Nahum’s tone in chapter 2 is different than it was in chapter 1. He now takes on the viewpoint of an on-the-ground reporter in the
midst of the battle for Nineveh.
Verse

Action

1

The alarm is sounded, and the defenders are called to arms.

3

Shields, chariots, spears—a well-armed invading force comes against the city.

4

The enemy is in the city.

5

The king comes to his senses and calls the Ninevite officers who come late to the walls; the siege is underway.

6

The palace is destroyed by a flood.

7

The temple of Ishtar is ransacked, and the temple slave girls lament.

8

The city is pillaged and emptied; resistance is futile.

9

There is plunder enough for all. “The Babylonian Chronicles record that the amount of treasure in Nineveh was ‘a
quantity beyond counting.’ The Assyrians had collected a massive amount of wealth from looting legendary cities like
Susa, Babylon, Damascus, Samaria, Memphis, and Thebes” (Faithlife Study Bible).

10

The surviving Ninevites are in great anguish and distress.

11–12
13

“A taunt song, a derogatory proverbial chant against an object of scorn and ridicule (e.g., Deut. 28:37; 1 Sam. 10:12; Isa
14:4; Jer. 24:9; Mic. 2:4; Hab. 2:6)” (Faithlife Study Bible).
The earnestness of YHWH in judgment.

The Destruction of Nineveh
(from Wayne Braudrick’s study notes)
In 612 BC, Nineveh was destroyed by her former client city-state Babylon, which used Medes and Scythians in the attack. The
Babylonian Chronicle (with likely political motivation to show a quick victory) says the siege of Nineveh lasted three months; Diodorus
Siculus (who wrote hundreds of years later but from a neutral perspective) recorded a two-year siege. Diodorus relates that the battle
turned when heavy rains flooded the tributary Khosr River. The floodgates were overrun, and a portion of the city wall imploded. This
seems to fit with Nahum’s prophesies in 1:8, 2:6, and 3:13.
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The city was destroyed so utterly that Alexander the Great did not even know there was a ruin beneath when he fought the Battle of
Arbela in 331 BC. In the second century BC, Xenophon passed over the Nineveh tel and assumed they were more recent Parthian ruins.
This complete obliteration affirms the veracity of Nahum 1:8–9:
But with an overflowing flood
he will make a complete end of the adversaries,
and will pursue his enemies into darkness.
What do you plot against the LORD?
He will make a complete end; trouble will not rise up a second time. (ESV)

Lions
The use of lions in verses 11–12 is a symbolic substitution for Nineveh and her now former power and glory. Lions were common across
the countries of the Near East, and Assyrian kings often used them as a motif in their building decoration. Lions were near the top of
the food chain, having nothing to fear from any natural predators. Everything was their prey. Verses 11 and 12 are a sarcastic taunt
against Nineveh, who considered herself without equal.

Predictive Prophecy
Nahum is a prime example of Old Testament predictive prophecy. The prophets had dual roles: speaking truth and foretelling future
events. Most of their work, which is preserved in the Old Testament, was speaking God’s truth to their audiences, domestic or foreign,
regardless of the consequences or the appetite of those audiences to hear. The second and less frequent job was foretelling future
events by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. This is called predictive prophecy.
You can clearly see this aspect of Nahum’s writing in chapter 2. Most of the chapter is told from the viewpoint of someone actually
observing the battle as it unfolds. It’s a present tense narrative. But verse 13 switches away from this approach:
“Behold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts…” (ESV).
This part is present tense. The rest of the verse is future tense:
“…and I will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions. I will cut off your prey from the earth, and the
voice of your messengers shall no longer be heard” (ESV).
The fall of Nineveh had not yet occurred. The “reporter’s eye” view of the previous verses is predictive prophecy—Nahum recording
events being shown to him by God that had not yet happened.
The following analysis of Nahum’s predictive prophecies is from Nahum by Elliott Johnson.
Fulfillments of Nahum’s Prophecies

1

Nahum prophesied that the Assyrian fortresses surrounding the city would be easily captured (3:12). According to the
Babylonian Chronicle the fortified towns in Nineveh’s environs began to fall in 614 BC including Tabris, present-day
Sharif-Khan, a few miles northwest of Nineveh.

2

Nahum predicted that the besieged Ninevites would prepare bricks and mortar for emergency defense walls (3:14). A.T.
Olmstead reported: “To the south of the gate, the moat is still filled with fragments of stone and of mud bricks from the
walls, heaped up when they were breached” (History of Assyria. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951, p. 637).

3

Nahum foretold that the city gates would be destroyed (3:13). Olmstead noted: “The main attack was directed from the
northwest and the brunt fell upon the Hatamti gate at this corner…Within the gate are traces of the counter wall raised
by the inhabitants in their last extremity” (History of Assyria, p. 637).

4

Nahum said that in the final hours of the attack the Ninevites would be drunk (1:10; 3:11). Diodorus Siculus (ca. 20 BC)
wrote, “The Assyrian king…distributed to his soldiers meats and liberal supplies of wine and provisions…While the
whole army was thus carousing, the friends of Arbakes learned from some deserters of the slackness and drunkenness
which prevailed in the enemy’s camp and made an unexpected attack by night” (Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 4)
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5

Nahum prophesied that Nineveh would be destroyed by a flood (1:8; 2:6, 8). Diodorus wrote that in the third year of the
siege heavy rains caused a nearby river to flood part of the city and break part of the walls (Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 9;
2. 27.3). Xenophon referred to terrifying thunder (presumably with a storm) associated with the city’s capture (Anabasis,
3. 4. 12). Also the Khosr River, entering the city from the northwest at the Ninlil Gate and running through the city in a
southwesterly direction, may have flooded because of heavy rains, or the enemy may have destroyed its sluice gate.

6

Nahum also said Nineveh would be destroyed by fire (1:10; 2:13; 3:15). Archeological excavations at Nineveh have
revealed charred wood, charcoal, and ashes. “There was no question about the clear traces of burning of the temple (as
also in the palace of Sennacherib), for a layer of ash about two inches thick lay clearly defined in places on the southeast
side about the level of the Sargon pavement” (R. Campbell Thompson and R.W. Hutchinson, A Century of Exploration at
Nineveh. London: Luzac, 1929, pp. 45, 77).

7

Nahum predicted that the city’s capture would be attended by a great massacre of people (3:3). “In two battles fought
on the plain before the city the rebels defeated the Assyrians…so great was the multitude of the slain that the flowing
stream, mingled with their blood, changed its color for a considerable distance” (Diodorus, Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 6–
7).

8

Nahum said plundering and pillaging would accompany the overthrow of the city (2:9–10). According to the Babylonian
Chronicle, “Great quantities of spoil from the city, beyond counting, they carried off. The city [they turned] into a
mound and ruin heap” (Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, 2:420).

9

Nahum foresaw more than a political change. He said that when Nineveh would be captured its people would try to
escape (2:8) “Sardanapalus [another name for king Sin-shar-ishkun] sent away his three sons and two daughters with
much treasure into Paphlagonia, to the governor of Kattos, the most loyal of his subjects” (Diodorus, Bibliotheca
Historica, 2. 26. 8).

10

Nahum prophesied that the Ninevite officers would weaken and flee (3:17). The Babylonian Chronicle states that “[The
army] of Assyria deserted [lit., ran away before] the king” (Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, 2:420).

11

Nahum promised that Nineveh’s images and idols would be destroyed (1:14). R. Campbell Thompson and R.W.
Hutchinson reported that the statue of the goddess Ishtar lay headless in the debris of Nineveh’s ruins (“The British
Museum Excavations on the Temple of Ishtar at Nineveh, 1930–1,” Annals of Archeology and Anthropology, 19, pp. 55–
6).

12

Nahum said that Nineveh’s destruction would be final (1:9, 14). Many cities of the ancient Near East were rebuilt after
being destroyed (e.g., Samaria, Jerusalem, Babylon) but not Nineveh.
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Lesson 7 Guide
Objectives
What should we learn in this study of Nahum 3?


Nineveh was judged because of her cruelty, idolatry, and evil behavior toward the nations she conquered (verses
1–7, 19).



When God executes judgment in His righteousness, there is no escape, resistance, or relief (verses 11, 12–15, 19).



God’s patience and forbearance in judging sin is meant to bring us to Him through repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

Insights
Nahum 3
Chapter 3 falls into five main sections:


Verses 1–7: The indictment of Nineveh based on her cruelty and idolatry. Verse 7 includes a play on Nahum’s
name, which means “comfort”: “Where shall I seek comforters for you?” (ESV).



Verses 8–11: The threat of treating Nineveh the same way she treated Thebes.



Verses 11–14: Escape and resistance will be futile.



Verses 16–18: The systematic dismantling of Nineveh’s social structure. The statement in verse 18, “Your people
are scattered on the mountains,” (ESV) recalls Nahum 2:1: “The scatterer has come up against you” (ESV).



Verse 19: There will be no relief and no pity, for all have felt Nineveh’s heavy hand.

Thebes & the Neo-Assyrian Empire
Thebes, or No-amon, was the capital of southern Egypt and the center of worship for the Egyptian god Amon. Luxor, Karnak, and the
Valley of the Dead (burial place of many pharaohs) are some of the remaining ruins from the area of Thebes. The capital of northern
Egypt was Memphis, which had previously been sacked and conquered by both Ashurbanipal and his father Esarhaddon. Ashurbanipal
conquered Thebes in 663 BC, thus bringing all of Egypt under Assyrian control.
Nahum 3:9 mentions Cush and Put as Egyptian allies against Assyria. Cush was the nation to the south, the land of the Nubians. It is
sometimes translated as Ethiopia, but it corresponds to modern-day northern Sudan, not modern-day Ethiopia. Put was the nation to
the west of Egypt, known today as Libya.
With the capture of Thebes, Assyria reached its greatest geographical dominance, stretching from the Caucasus Mountains in the
north to southern Egypt, and from the Mediterranean Sea in the west to the Persian Gulf in the east. Known as the Neo-Assyrian
Empire, it was the first to conquer and control such a vast extent of lands. Neo-Assyria is considered by many to be the first real empire
in human history.

Cruelty of Assyrian Leaders
Verses 1–3 and 19 tell of the cruelty of Nineveh. The autobiographical inscriptions of Ashurbanipal which recount his military
campaigns and conquests include details of torture and cruelty to his enemies, including impalements, decapitation of rulers in front of
their commanders, forcing nobles to wear their sovereign’s severed head hung around their neck, display of the decapitated heads of
foreign rulers in Nineveh’s public squares, covering an enemy’s city walls with the flayed skins of its inhabitants, and forcing sons to
physically crush the bones of their fathers.

Poetical Imagery in Nahum 3
This chapter has some of the most striking word pictures of Nahum’s oracle.


A prostitute betraying nations with her “deadly charms” (verse 4 ESV).



Shaming by indecent exposure (verse 5).
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Water becoming as a wall, and the sea as a rampart (verse 8).



Fortresses falling as easily as ripe figs from a tree, falling “into the mouth of the eater” (verse 12 ESV).



Fighting troops being turned into weak women (verse 13).



Fire devouring the city like a swarm of locusts (verse 15).



Whole classes of people disappearing like a swarm of locusts that flies away (verses 16–17).



People being scattered like sheep whose shepherds have fallen asleep (verse 18).
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