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Series Overview

SPRING 2016

Objective
 What we hope to see God accomplish
in us through this study
That we enjoy the full application of
divine redemption.

STATEMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE
“You will lead the people
You have redeemed
with Your faithful love;
You will guide them to Your holy
dwelling
with Your strength.”
—Exodus 15:13 HCSB
“All acts of deliverance in Jewish [and
Christian] history can be seen as
consequences of the Exodus and God’s
deliverance, and they have been
celebrated as extensions of the
Passover.”
—Ian Barnes & Josephine Bacon
The Historical Atlas of Judaism
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Premise
 Why we are studying this
People of every age need to experience
the “way out” that comes only through
God’s gracious hand. The Lord provides
freedom for all prisoners who join His
people, just as He provided for Israel in
the exodus from Egypt. Whatever the
struggles of our lives, we can always find
a way of conquest by following YHWH
and trusting in His name. For Frisco Bible
Church in particular, the Exodus and
Passover hold particular emphasis during
a year when our annual vision is to be
more than conquerors.

STATEMENTS OF THE PREMISE
“Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
pillar of fire by night left its place in front
of the people.”
—Exodus 13:22 HCSB
“Ultimately, the book of Exodus presents
the story of salvation—how God crashes
dramatically into human history to save
His people. So while fascinating and
dynamic people like Moses and Pharaoh
are critical to the story of Exodus, the
truth is that the book of Exodus is
primarily about God.”
— Danny Hays & Scott Duvall
The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook

Theme
 What the study is about
This first section of the book deals
greatly with identity—something the
word “name” represents in the Bible.
YHWH self-identifies as the One who
controls history, covenants with people
by grace, is self-existent, is the faithful
kinsman-Redeemer, and the
transcendent Judge. He is the only way
out [exodus], and engaging with Him
changes people.
This change process in Exodus is used
throughout the rest of the Bible as a type
for what Jesus does in the lives of those
who follow Him.

STATEMENTS OF THE THEME
“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ He
said further, ‘Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.”’
God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall
say to the Israelites, “The LORD, the God
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you”: This is my name
forever, and this my title for all
generations.’”
—Exodus 3:14–15 HCSB
“These texts focus on the fact and
significance of God’s presence (as given
by his name Yahweh and his glory)…His
attributes of justice, truthfulness, mercy,
faithfulness, and holiness are also
highlighted. Thus to know God’s ‘name’
is to know him and his character.”
—Walt Kaiser
Exodus
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God Provides
During Persecution
Exodus 1

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 1

OBJECTIVE:

We Hold to God’s Promises in the Face of Pain
Theme
The Hebrews faced an entirely unfair
situation: three pogroms brought on only
because of racial fear. Their only hope is
the clear declaration of God’s promise.

The Move
Four hundred years is a long time. The
Bible tells us that the descendants of
Jacob, or Israel, lived in the land of Egypt
for four hundred years. They were 70
individuals in all when they first moved to
Egypt to escape a multi-year famine in
the Levant (the land generally between
Egypt in the south and Turkey in the
north). The famine included Egypt in its
grip; but God provided for Egypt through
the life of Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons
who had risen to become second in
Egypt only to Pharaoh. The story of
Joseph and the migration of his family
closes the book of Genesis.
The book of Exodus begins almost four
hundred years later.

The Promise
God promised two events: that
Abraham’s descendants would live in
another land, and that after four hundred
years He would bring them back (Gen.
15:13–16). God told Jacob to accept
Joseph’s invitation to move to Egypt, and
promised Jacob that He would lead them
back (Gen. 46:3–4). Jacob relayed this
promise to Joseph and his sons (Gen.
48:21). And Joseph also relayed the
promise before he died (Gen. 50:24–25).

The years passed into decades, the
decades into centuries. Exodus 1:7 tells
us, “The people of Israel were fruitful and
increased greatly; they multiplied and
grew exceedingly strong” (ESV). This was
also promised (Gen. 12:2, 35:11, 46:3). It
must have been seen as a great blessing.
So far, life was good as an Israelite in
Egypt! Sure, there was an ancestral
rumor of returning to Canaan, but who
wanted to do that?

The Pain
Eventually, a new Pharaoh took control,
one who was more concerned by the
historical cultural ties of the descendants
of Israel, the Hebrews, to other nations—
enemy nations—north of his borders.
This Pharaoh saw them as a threat to
national security (Ex. 1:8–10). Ruthless
slavery ensued in an attempt to check
their growth (1:11). When this proved
ineffectual, it was followed by the

DISCUSSION
 What is your favorite movie about
the exodus? Why?
 How long is 400 years? What was
happening in your nation 400 years
ago (around the year AD 1600)?
 What is redemption, and why do
we need it?
 What was your own situation when
God made His rescue of you real—
when His presence showed up and
led you out of your slavery to sin?

officially-sanctioned, brutal murder of
newborn Hebrew males (1:12–22).
Life wasn’t so good anymore. Life wasn’t
pleasant, nor was it even guaranteed.
Slavery and death was now the norm,
with no chance of rescue anywhere in
sight.
But that promise—that old, old
promise—was still there in the collective
Hebrew memory. A whisper of hope
from four centuries past and ancestors
long dead, must have now begun to echo
aloud in the emptiness of the despair of
those clinging to life. “God will visit you
and bring you up out of this land to the
land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob” (Gen. 50:24 ESV).
God promised, and God is faithful. The
same God is faithful to His people today,
no matter the circumstance. “Let us hold
fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is
faithful” (Heb. 10:23 ESV).
3
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

WAY OUT

As background to Exodus 1, first read Genesis 45:4-11, 25–28; 46:1–7, 26–27; 47:27–28;
50:22–26.


Then read Exodus chapter 1 together.



What are the three stages of oppression laid on the Hebrews by Pharaoh?



What is the ostensible reason Pharaoh gives for oppressing the Hebrew people?



What is the effect of these oppressions?



Who in this chapter is blessed by God, and why?

GENESIS 15:3–6 ESV
And Abram said, “Behold, you have
given me no offspring, and a member of
my household will be my heir.” And
behold, the word of the LORD came to
him: “This man shall not be your heir;
your very own son shall be your heir.”
And he brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.”
Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.” And he believed the
LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

People of every age need to experience
the ‘way out’ that comes only through
God’s gracious hand. The Lord provides
freedom for all prisoners who join His
people, just as He provided for Israel in
the exodus from Egypt. Whatever the
struggles of our lives, we can always
find a way of conquest by following
YHWH and trusting in His name.
—Wayne Braudrick,
Study Notes, Premise of the Series

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Review the promises of God to Abraham: Genesis 12:1–3, 13:14–17, 15:3–6, 15:13–14.
 Which of those promises are being fulfilled as events unfold in Exodus 1?
 Which of those promises lead to suffering for God’s people?
 Which promises are being set up for fulfillment through these events?
The family of Jacob moved voluntarily (at least as it must have seemed to them) from
Canaan to Egypt. As Exodus 1 closes, what are their descendants’ options for leaving?
How does the Hebrews’ situation in Exodus 1 mirror every person’s situation before
God’s rescuing act of salvation occurs in his or her life? What are our options for
voluntarily leaving the bondage of sin?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
Just as the Hebrews in Exodus 1 were powerless to effect their own exodus from Egypt,
no person has the ability on their own to create a way out from the power or the
penalty of sin. We are born into a bondage from which we cannot escape on our own.
But God—God Himself!—has made a way out, through His son Jesus Christ.
If the cry of your heart is like those in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, “What shall
we do?” then heed Peter’s reply: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit”—God’s very presence within you. (Acts 2:37–38 ESV).
As a Christian, Exodus 1 is an example and foreshadowing of the hatred of the world for
the people of God.


Read John 15:19. Why does the world hate Christians?



Read 1 John 3:13; 1 Peter 4:1–2, 12–16. What should we expect from the world?
What is expected from us in response?



Read 1 Peter 5:8–11. What should we expect from God? What is the outcome He has
promised?

1 JOHN 3:13 ESV
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the
world hates you.

1 PETER 5:8–11 ESV
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. And
after you have suffered a little while, the
God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you. To him be the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
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God Protects
His Servant
Exodus 2

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 2

OBJECTIVE:

We Trust the God Who Sees Us
Theme
God protects and provides for the needs
of His people according to His perfect
plan.

Saved by Unlikely Heroes
The first chapter of Exodus describes the
impossible situation that the Hebrews
were in. The stage is set for a deliverer,
someone who will set God’s people free,
but first he will need to be delivered from
certain death. For that special person,
God provides some unlikely heroes.
Moses’ mother, Jochebed, rebels against
the orders of Pharaoh to cast her baby
boy into the Nile. For three months, she
is able to hide him. Then
she technically follows
the edict to put her baby
boy into the river, but
not before constructing
a basket to protect him.

DISCUSSION

father by “drawing out” one of them and
adopting him as her son (Ex. 2:10).

The Right Way
Hebrews 11 tells us that Jochebed and
her husband, Amram, were motivated by
their faith in God to save the life of their
youngest child (Heb. 11:23). The rest is
orchestrated by God. These careful acts
of defiance rescue the boy who is
destined to be the deliverer of a nation.
And it sets up Moses to become properly
equipped to fulfill God’s plan for his life.
As a member of the royal family, Moses
is provided the training he would need to
compose the first five books of the Bible
and to become a great leader.

The Wrong Way

Still a young girl, Miriam
watches her brother
from a distance. When
he is found, she then
bravely approaches the
woman whose father
had ordered the death of her baby
brother. Seizing an opportunity, Miriam
wisely arranges the care of her brother
and the provision of her family.

Moses gets off to a
good start. Hebrews
tells us, “when he had
grown up, [he] refused
to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter”
(11:24 HCSB). Leaving
the wealth and the
comfort of royalty,
Moses chooses instead
to identify with his people who were
suffering. That’s what brings him to
observe the labor forced upon the
Hebrews.

Identified only as “Pharaoh’s daughter,”
this woman saves a boy she recognizes
as being a Hebrew. Though father had
commanded all Hebrew baby boys to be
cast into the river, she disobeys her

But he kills one of the oppressors after
seeing him beat a Hebrew slave. It would
be tempting to call it a crime of passion,
but verse 12 shows it to be premeditated
since he takes the time to see if he is

 In what ways have you had to rely
on God’s protection?
 Is there a particular ministry or act
of service that God is calling you
to? In what ways has He been
preparing you for it?
 Looking around, there are wrongs
that need to be put right and
causes that we can align with. Are
there some ways of taking action
that are better than others? How
can we tell the difference?
being watched. It is a calculated move,
but it is the wrong one.
He later tries to break up a fight between
two other Hebrews. Conflict resolution is
an important part of leadership, but his
leadership is rejected because of the
murder he had just committed. In fear of
his life, Moses runs away from Egypt,
finding safety in Midian.

Preparation for the Future
Moses was probably well-intentioned
with his desire to set things right for the
Hebrews; but he acted in his own
strength, according to his own agenda.
As he flees Egypt, again God prepares
the way before Moses by leading him to
the priest of Midian where he will be
welcomed and find safety.
In order to become the deliverer that
Israel needs, Moses has to learn to
depend on God and follow His plan to
deliver not just one person, but the
whole nation of Israel.
5
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

HEBREWS 11:23–26 HCSB

Read Exodus 2:1–10.


Which people are taking active roles in this passage?



Who names the little boy and what reason is given? (verse 10).

Read Exodus 2:11–15.


What did Moses see? What was his reaction? (verses 11–12).



What response did he get from the Hebrews who found out? (verse 14).

Read Exodus 2:16–25.


What did Moses do for the daughters of the priest? (verse 17).



What four actions did God do in verses 24–25?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

ACTS 7:20–22 HCSB
20 At this time Moses was born, and he
was beautiful in God’s sight. He was
cared for in his father’s home three
months, 21 and when he was left
outside, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted
and raised him as her own son. 22 So
Moses was educated in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians and was powerful in his
speech and actions.

Review Exodus 2:1–10.


None of Moses’ rescuers are named in the chapter, though his mother and sister are
named later. What do you think that indicates?

Read Acts 7:20–22.


How did Moses’ time with his adoptive family prepare him for God’s calling on his
life?

Review Exodus 2:16–25.


What does it mean that “God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob”? (verse 24 HCSB).

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
Long before the Hebrews called out for God to free them from bondage, God had
already been laying the groundwork for their deliverance, as He promised. He gave
courage to the midwives, faith to Moses’ parents, and boldness to his sister. It was no
coincidence that Moses was found by one of the few people who could have spared his
life and given him the training he would need to succeed. All the parts were woven
together masterfully by God to save the person who would lead the Hebrews to
freedom.


Like looking at the reverse side of a tapestry, it can be hard to see how God is
keeping His promises. Pray for His guidance and trust that He is in control, even
though all you can see is a mess.

In the most difficult of times, it can seem that God has abandoned us. We can wonder if
He hears our prayers or if He even cares. Though we feel isolated from Him, He is still
the God who sees us. We can cry out to Him, knowing that He will hear us. Nothing is
hidden from His eyes.


23 By faith, after Moses was born, he
was hidden by his parents for three
months, because they saw that the child
was beautiful, and they didn’t fear the
king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he
had grown up, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter 25 and chose
to suffer with the people of God rather
than to enjoy the short-lived pleasure of
sin. 26 For he considered the reproach
because of the Messiah to be greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
since his attention was on the reward.

What weighs heavily on your heart? Is there a problem that seems unsolvable or a
concern that feels overwhelming? Tell your pain to God and ask for His help. Verse
23 says they “cried out” to God (HCSB). Your prayer doesn’t have to be eloquent,
just an honest petition. Then find comfort knowing that you have been heard.

ACTS 7:23–28 HCSB
23 As he was approaching the age of 40,
he decided to visit his brothers, the
Israelites. 24 When he saw one of them
being mistreated, he came to his rescue
and avenged the oppressed man by
striking down the Egyptian. 25 He
assumed his brothers would understand
that God would give them deliverance
through him, but they did not
understand. 26 The next day he showed
up while they were fighting and tried to
reconcile them peacefully, saying, ‘Men,
you are brothers. Why are you
mistreating each other?’ 27 But the one
who was mistreating his neighbor
pushed him away, saying: Who
appointed you a ruler and a judge over
us? 28 Do you want to kill me, the same
way you killed the Egyptian yesterday?
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God Reveals True
Theology
Exodus 3

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 3

OBJECTIVE:

We are Servant-Leaders of YHWH
Theme

Identity Revealed

In one of the most self-expressive
passages of the Bible, YHWH reveals
Himself to Moses and thus to all
humanity. This self-revelation especially
highlights His covenant name: the selfexistent YHWH.

In Exodus 3, Moses is not forced to
confront his past, but rather his future.
While Moses is tending sheep in the Sinai
desert near Mt. Horeb, God calls to him
from a burning bush. God beckons Moses
to join Him in a plan of redemption and
deliverance. At the burning bush, God
shares His heart and mind with Moses,
revealing truth about Himself. God even
reveals His personal name: YHWH.

Identity Crisis
Have you ever felt that perhaps you
missed your calling? Maybe you are too
old. Maybe you are timid or unskilled.
Maybe you have a few skeletons in your
past. Maybe you
have lost your
authority and
influence. Or maybe
life just got busy, and
eventually you
thought God had
forgotten about you.
Moses probably felt
that way. He knew he was supposed to
deliver the Israelites from the Egyptians,
but he tried it in his own way and his own
timing, and failed. He committed a
murder and ended up fleeing Egypt for
his life. He fled to Midian where he
started a new family, a new career, and a
new life. Forty years later, at age 80, he is
living as a fugitive with at least some
measure of fear, hoping his past would
not catch up with him.
Moses might think God has forgotten
about him. He doesn’t know who he is
anymore. His identity is a mess.

It is profound that God’s identity is
revealed in this story. YHWH selfidentifies as the One
who controls
history, covenants
with people by
grace, is selfexistent, is the
faithful redeemer,
and the
transcendent Judge.
To know God’s name
is to know His character.
It is not just God’s identity that is
revealed at the burning bush. Moses is
forced to confront his own identity.
Being in the presence of God tends to
clarify our own purpose and identity.

Calling Revealed
God also reveals His detailed plans at the
burning bush. While He will personally be
involved in the rescue of His people from
Egypt (verse 8), He will accomplish His
plan through Moses (verse 10). In an
incredible act of grace, God commissions

DISCUSSION
 How does God reveal Himself to
people now? Share a time when
God revealed Himself to you. What
did you learn about His character?
 Has there ever been a time when
you knew God called you to do
something, but you acted in your
own strength or timing? What was
the result?
 Has there ever been a time when
you knew God called you to do
something, but you resisted and
tried to escape your calling? What
was the result?
 How does God call believers
today? How do you recognize
God’s call in your life?

Moses to participate in His plan, making
Moses what he tried to be but could not
be on his own.
This may seem unusual, but it is not. God
loves to use people as His servant-leaders
to carry out His plan. Throughout the
Scriptures, God works through people
such as Joshua, Gideon, David, Saul,
Elijah, Peter, James, Paul, and Timothy.
God’s plan of redemption didn’t end with
Moses and Israel. His plan continues
through today, and He still chooses to
work through people. We are His
servant-leaders called to carry out His
plan of redemption.
How will you respond to His calling?
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

THE NAME OF GOD

Read Exodus 3 out loud together.
 Who is “the Angel of the Lord”? (verse 2).
 What characteristics does God reveal about Himself? (verses 5–10).
 What questions did Moses ask of God? (verses 11, 13).
 How did God respond to Moses’ questions? (verses 12, 14).
 What does God tell Moses to say to the Israelites? (verses 14–15).
 Review God’s plan in verses 16–22. List as many details as you can about His plan.

WHO AM I?
Moses had asked, “Who am I?” implying
his complete inadequacy for his calling.
God replied, “I am who I am!” implying
His complete adequacy. The issue was
not who Moses was but who God is.
—Thomas Constable
Constable’s Notes on the Old Testament

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
Great is Thy faithfulness,
O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with
Thee;
Thou changest not,
Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
—Thomas Obadiah Chisholm

Some of the most detailed divine
disclosures on the nature of God appear
in Exodus 3, 6, 33, and 34. In disclosing
the ‘name’ of God, they highlight God’s
attributes of justice, truthfulness,
mercy, faithfulness and holiness. To
know God’s name is to know His
character.
—Walter C Kaiser, Jr.
The Promise Plan of God: A Biblical
Theology of the Old and New Testaments

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Refer to your list of characteristics that God revealed about Himself.
 Why were these characteristics meaningful to Moses and Israel? What is meaningful
about these characteristics to believers today?
 How did Moses respond to being in the presence of God? How should we respond
when we are in the presence of God?
Refer to Moses’ questions and God’s responses (verses 11–14).
 Did God respond directly to Moses’ first question? (verses 12–13). What or who is
Moses focusing on? What or who is God focusing on?
 What does God reveal about His name? (verse 15). Why is this meaningful to the
Israelites? Why is this meaningful to believers today?
Refer to your list of details about God’s plan (verses 16–22).
 Why did God reveal these specific plans?
 What did he tell Moses and Israel in verses 19 and 21 that would encourage them
and prepare them for a difficult time? How do these words encourage believers
today?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
Every believer is called to be a servant-leader in God’s kingdom. Just as God called
Moses to participate in His plan of redemption for Israel, God still uses believers to fulfill
his plan of redemption.
 God has a perfect plan for you. Are you living it out now?
 Ask God to reveal His plan to you, and commit to obey his calling.
Consider the comfort and hope that every believer can find in the name of God: I AM
who I AM. God is self-existent, and His covenant is tied to the fact that He will always be
true to Himself.
 Spend some time this week worshiping God’s holiness.
 Reflect on God’s faithfulness to Israel, and thank God for His faithfulness in your life.

REVELATION OF GOD
The revelation of God to Moses, I
believe, is the basis for all that is to
follow. It is the basis for Moses’
obedience, as well as for the entire
nation. It is also the basis for all of God’s
actions with regard to Egypt and to His
people. In many ways, the incident of
the burning bush is critical to our
understanding of God.
God has manifested Himself to Moses
because He intends to manifest Himself
through Moses.
—Bob Deffinbaugh
The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1–15)
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God Answers
Inadequate
Objections
Exodus 4:1–17
LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 4

OBJECTIVE:

We Trust and Obey
Theme
Moses spews out a series of objections to
God who appropriately deals with each
one.

A Litany of Objections
In Exodus 3, God announced His plan to
Moses to use him as the human agent in
leading the Hebrew people out of Egypt.
Moses, focused on himself, objected,
stating that he was not one to whom
Pharaoh would listen. God replied that
He Himself would be with Moses. Moses
then asked who God really is, using the
hypothetical question from the people of
Israel to him. God responded with a full
account of His never-before-revealed
name, His relationship with the Hebrews
ancestors, and His detailed plans to bring
them out of Egypt.

DISCUSSION
ESV). He still did not understand that
God’s purpose did not depend on his
approval. Nor was it altered by his
rejection.
God at no time asked Moses his opinion,
or even if he was interested or not, in
becoming the leader of the exodus.
God did not call Moses over the Burning
Bush Hotline like a recruiter to ask, “You
know, forty years is a long time to spend
as a shepherd. I happen to have an
opening for a national leader/prophet,
starting in Egypt but with a relocation
planned to Canaan. Is this a career
change you would like to consider?”
No, that’s not exactly how the
conversation went. Let’s review.
Exodus 3:10: “Come, I will send you
to Pharaoh that you may bring my
people, the children of Israel, out of
Egypt” (ESV).

Moses, however, remained focused on
himself—his reputation, his abilities:
“They will not believe me”; “I am not
eloquent” (Ex. 4:1, 10 ESV). God
responded by showing Moses that He did
not expect the Hebrews to believe
Moses, nor did He expect Moses to be
eloquent on his own. He gave Moses
signs to perform so that the Hebrews
would believe the one who sent him, and
He told Moses that He would give him
the words to say. God’s purpose does not
depend on us—God Himself will bring it
to pass.

God chose Moses. End of debate. There
is no other way this was going to end.

He Is God, and We Are Not

As Elihu rightly observed,

Finally, Moses presumed to improve
God’s plan: “Send someone else” (4:13

“Behold, God is exalted in his power;
who is a teacher like him?

Exodus: 3:16: “Go and gather the
elders of Israel together and say to
them…” (ESV).
Exodus 4:12: “Now therefore go,
and I will be with your mouth and
teach you what you shall speak”
(ESV).

 How, or in what ways, does God
speak to us today, giving us clear
direction on what He wants us to
do?
 What kinds of excuses do we make
for not doing what God has clearly
told us to do?
 Has God used other people in your
life to assist you in obedience?
Describe an example or two for the
group.
Who has prescribed for him his way,
or who can say, ‘You have done
wrong.’”
(Job 36:22–23 ESV)

The Word Became Flesh
God’s word to us today is just as explicit,
if not as audibly and visibly dramatic as it
was for Moses. Jesus was the Word of
God made flesh (Jn. 1:14); and we have
His words through His apostles. He did
not ask us to consider doing His will. He
and the Father are one. He expects us to
trust and obey, just as He expected from
Moses.
As He did not leave Moses alone, neither
does He leave us alone, come what may.
In a promise strikingly similar to what
God told Moses, Jesus told His disciples,
“You will be brought before kings and
governors for my name’s sake. This will
be your opportunity to bear witness. …I
will give you a mouth and wisdom, which
none of your adversaries will be able to
withstand or contradict” (Luke 21:12–
13,15 ESV).
9
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

MOSES DEMURS

Read Exodus 4:1–17 together.


What are the two objections Moses tried to use to avoid God’s commission?



What was God’s response to each one?



What did Moses finally attempt, after God answered both objections?



What was God’s response?



What three signs did God give Moses to perform for the Hebrews?

But behold, they will not believe me or
listen to my voice, for they will say, “The
Lord did not appear to you.”
—Ex0dus 4:1 ESV
Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either
in the past or since you have spoken to
your servant, but I am slow of speech
and of tongue.
—Exodus 4:10 ESV
Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.
—Exodus 4:13 ESV

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

GOD PROVIDES
“If they will not believe you,” God said,
“or listen to the first sign, they may
believe the latter sign. If they will not
believe even these two signs or listen to
your voice, you shall take some water
from the Nile and pour it on the dry
ground, and the water that you shall
take from the Nile will become blood on
the dry ground. …
”And take in your hand this staff, with
which you shall do the signs.
—Exodus 4:8–9, 17 ESV

Read Exodus 3:16–18.


What do Moses’ objections in Exodus 4 begin to imply in light of God’s previous
statement, “And they [the elders of Israel] will listen to your voice…”?

Think through each of the signs which God gives Moses to perform for the Hebrews
(verses 2–9).


What does each one signify?



What does it say about God, His power, and His ability to fulfill His promise to bring
them out from Egypt?



What does Moses learn about God by His statement in verse 14, “Behold he [Aaron]
is coming out to meet you…”?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
Reading this encounter between God and Moses, it is tempting to imagine that our
response to God would be completely opposite to that of Moses. It is easy to look on
Moses with incredulity at his lack of faith while conversing with an audible voice coming
from a burning bush! As Dr. Braudrick is wont to say, “Thank goodness we’re not like
that! … Or are we?”
Moses objected. Gideon doubted. Jonah ran. Peter denied. Paul kicked against the
goads. What do you do? What is your preferred method of evasion?


Are you resisting obedience to the revealed will of God in your life? If so, what is
your excuse? What does your disobedience imply to others about your faith?



Is the Almighty God of the universe calling you to something amazing? Are you
hemming and hawing, hoping He will look elsewhere, maybe call someone more
“worthy”? Are you focused on yourself and your weakness, or on God and His allsufficient power?



No matter your circumstance, on this side of heaven each of us have areas in which
we are failing to trust and obey God as fully and deeply as we know we should. And
none of us are alone. Let us pray for each other with the author of Hebrews: “Now
may the God of peace…equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:20, 21 ESV).

“IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH”
Therefore, brothers, since we have
confidence to enter the holy places by
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living
way that he opened for us through the
curtain, that is, through his flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the
house of God, let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water. Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.
—Hebrews 10:19–25 ESV
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God Prepares
His Leader
Exodus 4:18–5:21

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 5

OBJECTIVE:

We Respond to God’s Sanctification in Our Lives
Theme
Moses goes through a crucible of family
and public purification so that he is
prepared to be God’s leader.

The Rollercoaster
This section of Exodus 4:18–5:21 reads
like an emotional rollercoaster for Moses.
It begins with Moses and his family
setting out from Midian to return to
Egypt. God tells Moses that the men who
sought his life there are now all
dead, and God reviews His plan
to support Moses with
miraculous signs and
wreak havoc on a
resistant Pharaoh.
Moses must have left
Midian with his family in
high spirits.
But along the way, God
shows up in anger because
Moses failed to circumcise his
sons. Moses’ wife Zipporah takes
initiative to do what Moses should have
done long before, averting God’s anger
by performing the circumcision.
Soon after this, Moses’ brother Aaron
joins Moses and his family, having been
instructed by God to leave Egypt and
meet them in the wilderness. Moses tells
Aaron everything that has happened
between him and God and relates the
details of the plan to confront Pharaoh
and lead the Hebrew people out of
Egypt. They arrive in Egypt, convene the
elders of the people of Israel, and Aaron

DISCUSSION
 Describe a situation in your life
where things grew worse before
they became better. Was there a
point at which you thought it just
couldn’t get any worse, but then it
did?

relays all the words of the Lord, and
performs the signs. “And the people
believed; and when they heard that the
Lord had visited the people of Israel and
that he had seen their affliction, they
bowed their heads and worshiped” (Ex.
4:31 ESV). Once again, Moses must have
been on an emotional high.
Then comes the first encounter with
Pharaoh. Moses is prepared for rejection;
God has already told him that Pharaoh
will not comply. But Pharaoh goes
beyond merely denying their
request. He increases the
burden of labor on his
slaves, the Hebrews.
All of them now have
more work, and the
Hebrew foremen are
beaten when the required
work is not completed. This
quickly sows dissension and
disunity between the Hebrews
on one hand, and Moses and Aaron on
the other. This is surely an emotional low
point in the story for Moses.

The Thread
The issue of obedience is a subtle thread
throughout this section of Exodus 4 and
5. Consider the following:




Moses obeys God’s command to
return to Egypt.
God confronts Moses for not
obeying the Abrahamic covenant
requirement of circumcision.
Aaron obeys God to meet Moses in
the wilderness. He also obeys God

 Tell about a time in which you
faithfully obeyed God, and
subsequently faced negative
consequences of your obedience.
What was the ultimate outcome?




by playing his part as Moses’
spokesperson to the people of Israel
and with Moses to Pharaoh.
Pharaoh clearly does not obey God’s
command to “Let my people go” (Ex.
5:1).
Moses shows that he is learning
when he uses the argument of
consequences if the Hebrews are not
allowed to obey their God (Ex. 5:3).

Obedience is an explicit admission that
God is God, and we are not. Pharaoh
disobeyed, asking, “Who is the Lord, that
I should obey his voice...?” (Ex. 5:2). God
orchestrated all events up this point to
now emphatically answer that very
question.
The sanctification that comes through
obedience was part of the way out of
Egypt for Moses and the Hebrews.
Likewise, it is part of every Christian’s
way out of the slavery to sin. The process
is not always pleasant, but God is faithful
to those who put their trust in Him for
deliverance.
11

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 

WHAT DO YOU SEE?

GOD IS SOVERIEGN OVER ALL

Read Exodus 4:18–31.


What had Moses left undone in his personal life?



What was God’s attitude because of what Moses had failed to do?



What was the response of the Hebrew elders when they heard the message and saw
the signs from God?

Read Exodus 5:1–21.


What was Pharaoh’s response to the message from God?

The essence of the conflict between
Pharaoh and Yahweh was the issue of
sovereignty. Sovereignty refers to
supreme power and authority.
Regarding God, it refers to the fact that
He has supreme power and authority,
more than any other entity.
—Thomas Constable
Constable’s Notes on the Old Testament

How did God prepare Moses beforehand for Pharaoh’s response?

REVELATION 3:15–18 ESV
I know your works: you are neither cold
nor hot. Would that you were either
cold or hot! . . . For you say, I am rich, I
have prospered, and I need nothing, not
realizing that you are wretched,
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I
counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, so that you may be rich,
and white garments so that you may
clothe yourself and the shame of your
nakedness may not be seen, and salve
to anoint your eyes, so that you may
see.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Why is it important to God that Moses is obedient in his personal and family life before
going to Egypt?
 Read 1 Timothy 3:4–5, where Paul describes the qualifications for a local church
overseer. Discuss how that principle relates to the episode in Exodus 4:24–25.
 Why did Pharaoh increase the work burden of the Hebrews? What did this do to the
relationship between Moses and Aaron and the foremen of the people of Israel?
The Hebrews go from worshiping God when Moses first arrives to asking God to judge
Moses after facing a seeming setback at the hands of Pharaoh. (Ex. 4:31 and 5:20–21)
 Discuss how this is a preview of the pattern they exhibit over the next 40 years and
more. What does this imply about their faith in YHWH?
 Like the ancient Hebrews, like the church in Laodicea (Rev. 3:14–22), how are we
often ineffective and complacent in our faith—individually and corporately?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
In the case of Joseph, God granted favor for him in the eyes of Pharaoh and blessed
everything he did. In the case of Moses, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and Moses met
with rejection.


Read Proverbs 21:1, Daniel 4:28–37, and Romans 13:1.



Do you trust that God is ultimately in control of the leaders and their actions in your
country, state, and city? Pray for those in authority and know that God is still
sovereign over all, whether or not they know or acknowledge Him.

As a Christian justified by grace through faith in Christ, walking in obedience is part of
your sanctification process this side of heaven.


Review New Testament exhortations to walk in a manner worthy of your calling,
such as Romans 13:11–14; Galatians 5:16–26; Ephesians 4:17–5:21; Philippians 2:12–
16, 4:4–9; James 1:19–27; 1 Peter 1:13-19; 2 Peter 1:3–11; etc.



Ask God to show you areas of your life where you are not obeying Him completely.
Repent and ask for His strength to compensate for your weakness, “to bring about
the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations” (Rom. 1:5
ESV).

“LET US WALK PROPERLY”
Besides this you know the time, that the
hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed. The night is
far gone; the day is at hand. So then let
us cast off the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Let us walk
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies
and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.
—Paul of Tarsus
Romans 13:11-14 ESV
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God Reveals His
Sovereign Hand
Exodus 5:22–7:7

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 6

OBJECTIVE:

We Trust God Only
Theme
God shows amazing patience with
Moses, continuing his development in a
serious reset. Doing so, God reveals more
fully than ever His sovereign covenant
relationship with those who trust Him.

Impossible Task
When it comes to getting things done,
most people are ready to roll up their
sleeves and get to work. And when a
hard task is accomplished, there’s
nothing quite like that satisfied feeling of
a job well done. Natural leaders are even
more prone to this. They can see the way
forward and are ready to organize and
lead others down the path to success.
Moses was such a leader. Raised in
Pharaoh’s household until he was forty
years old, he thought he was ready to
lead. After forty more years as a
shepherd in Midian, God did indeed call
Moses to lead His people out of Egypt.
God had already let events go from bad
to worse for the Hebrews in Egypt. Three
successive pogroms had crippled the
Hebrews ability to effect any type of
rescue for themselves from the
oppression of slavery under the Egyptian
Pharaoh and his taskmasters. When
Moses and Aaron ask Pharaoh to let the
people go, Pharaoh responds by making
the burden on the people even heavier.
The desperate situation now seems
hopeless. Moses is as frustrated as a
leader could be, and he lets God know it.

DISCUSSION
EXODUS 5:22–6:1A ESV
Then Moses turned to the Lord and
said, “O Lord, why have you done evil
to this people? Why did you ever send
me? For since I came to Pharaoh to
speak in your name, he has done evil
to this people, and you have not
delivered your people at all.”
But the Lord said to Moses,
“Now you shall see
what I will do to Pharaoh.”
This is where God often wants His
leaders to be: not frustrated and
hopeless in general, but frustrated and
hopeless in their own ability to
accomplish what God has called them to
do. God wants us to trust Him only, and
He will sometimes put us in a situation
where we have no other option.

Timeless Truth
Paul experienced the same lesson about
fifteen centuries after Moses, and he
learned it well. In his second letter to the
Corinthians he wrote, “Three times I
pleaded with the Lord…. But he said to
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.’
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of
Christ, then, I am content with weakness,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when I am weak, then I
am strong” (2 Cor. 12:8–10 ESV).

 Who are some of the people in
authority over you? Who is the
highest authority person you
know?
 Which person or persons living
today have the most authority on
this whole planet? Do they have
any limits on what they can do?
 “God is sovereign.” What does that
mean? Find and discuss the
definition of the adjective
sovereign.

And fifteen centuries after Paul, a
German theologian was learning and
teaching the same lesson. In An
Introduction to St. Paul’s Letter to the
Romans, Martin Luther wrote, “Faith is a
living, bold trust in God's grace, so
certain of God's favor that it would risk
death a thousand times trusting in it.
Such confidence and knowledge of God's
grace makes you happy, joyful, and bold
in your relationship to God and all
creatures. The Holy Spirit makes this
happen through faith. Because of it, you
freely, willingly, and joyfully do good to
everyone, serve everyone, suffer all kinds
of things, love and praise the God who
has shown you such grace.”
What is God calling you to do? Whatever
it is, however frustrating and hopeless it
may seem when looking at your own
abilities or situation, raise your eyes and
heart to God, the sovereign prime mover
of all things, and trust in Him alone.
13
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

ALL HIS PURPOSE

Briefly review the events of Exodus 5, then read through Exodus 5:22–7:7 together.


How does Moses respond after the foremen’s audience with Pharaoh?



Gods responds to Moses in verses 6:1–5. What distinction does God draw between
His dealings with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob versus His dealings with Moses and the
Israelites in Egypt? (verse 3).



What does He say has not changed? (verse 4–5).



List the seven instances of “I will” in verses 6–8.



With what statement does God begin and end His promises in these verses?



Summarize the sequence of events in 6:9–13.



God declares His sovereign plan against Egypt in 7:1–5. What is Moses’ and Aaron’s
response?

THE SMALLEST TO THE GREATEST
The roll of the dice, the fall of a bird, the
crawl of a worm, the movement of
stars, the falling of snow, the blowing of
wind, the loss of sight, the suffering of
saints, and the death of all—these are
included in the word of God: “I will
accomplish all my purpose”—from the
smallest to the greatest.
—John Piper
Doctrine Matters

[God] works all things according to the
counsel of his will.
—Ephesians 1:11 ESV

Remember this and stand firm,
recall it to mind, you transgressors,
remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning
and from ancient times things not yet
done,
saying, “My counsel shall stand,
and I will accomplish all my
purpose.”
—Isaiah 46:8–10 ESV

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Because God is sovereign, He is the cause behind every cause. He is the prime, or first,
mover in every event. In this section of Exodus, how does God show that He is the
prime mover in
 the history of the Hebrew people up to this point?
 the imminent rescue and future situation of the Hebrews?
 the judgment about to happen on Egypt?
The sovereign acts of God work to make Himself known to His people and to His
enemies, and both for His glory.
 Read 6:2–8. What are some differences between knowing God as “God Almighty”
(Hebrew: El Shaddai) and knowing Him as the LORD (YHWH)?
 Read 5:2 and then 6:5. Will the Egyptians come to know Him as YHWH or God
Almighty?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
YHWH will ultimately make Himself known to each of us, either as God Almighty or as
Lord and Redeemer. God, the redeemer of the Hebrews in Exodus 6:6–7, became Jesus,
the redeemer of all who believe.


Review John 1:1–3, John 1:14, Philippians 2:5–11, and Colossians 1:13–16.



Knowing that you have been redeemed from a bondage to sin, as the Hebrews were
redeemed from bondage to the Egyptians, how should you now live your life?



What was God’s reaction when the Hebrews later wanted to return to Egypt?
Examine your daily life and pray for the perseverance to stay out of sin.



Read Titus 2:11–14. What are some ways we can, as a redeemed community,
encourage and support each other to live lives of gratitude to our Redeemer?

HE HAS DELIVERED US
He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation. For by
him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him.
—Colossians 1:13–16 ESV
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God Authenticates
His Leader
Exodus 7:8–9:12

LESSON OVERVIEW

LESSON 7

OBJECTIVE:

We Repent of Our Idolatry
Theme

Egyptian Idols

The first six plagues prove God’s
authority over all Egyptian authority—
physical and spiritual. In particular, all the
idols of Egyptian life are exposed as
worthless.

In the previous chapters, God prepared
Moses to lead the Israelites from their
bondage in Egypt. In this passage, the
focus is on preparing Pharaoh for Israel’s
departure.

Modern Idols

Egyptians worshipped many gods and
even the Pharaoh himself was considered
to be a god. When Moses delivers God’s
message to Pharaoh, he challenges
Moses’ authority by asking for a sign.
Moses tossed his staff to the ground and
it became a serpent, but the magicians
were able to do the same thing. Pharaoh
hardens his heart; he would not be
inclined to acknowledge the authority of
YHWH since he, himself, was considered
to be a god.

When we hear the word idol today, many
of us imagine a golden calf or some other
pagan statue depicted in an Old
Testament passage. We tend to think of
idolatry as something that only Old
Testament believers struggled with.
After all, we don’t build pagan alters in
our homes or worship any gilded images
today. Idolatry, however, is not just a
pagan issue. It’s not just a Jewish or Old
Testament issue. It is a human issue.
Many of the sins in our
lives are evidence of
deeper issues than
just the sins which
are externally
manifested. Our
sins often reveal
something we don’t believe or don’t trust
about God, and we put our trust and
hope in something other than Him. We
may become greedy because we trust
our job, investments, or spouse for
financial security rather than putting our
faith in God. When we lie, it may be
because we fear disapproval more than
we value our relationship with God.
In a fallen world, people constantly seek
things they can worship.

DISCUSSION
 What is idolatry? What are some
common forms of idolatry in our
society? Why are believers so
easily drawn in to idolatry?
 Is God’s authority absolute? Why
does society reject God’s
authority?
 Do believers always respect and
accept God’s authority? What
evidence do you see that believers
struggle to accept God’s
authority?

In response to Pharaoh’s hard heart, a
series of plagues followed that were
designed to demonstrate God’s power
and authority over all Egyptian gods.
While the plagues serve as judgment
against Pharaoh and Egypt, they also
expose the Egyptian gods as mere false
idols. As the plagues progress, the
magicians eventually surrender. Pharaoh
pleads and negotiates with Moses, but
later refuses to keep his promises.

Moses Authenticated
By establishing the superiority of YHWH
over all the Egyptian gods, Moses is
authenticated as God’s messenger, and
sets the stage for Israel’s deliverance
from Egypt.

The Egyptian goddess Wadjet,
depicted as a snake-headed woman,
was the patron of all other Egyptian
goddesses and the protector of
Egyptian kings.
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

GENESIS 15:13–14 HCSB

The Sign— Read Exodus 7:8–13.
 What was the sign God told Moses and Aaron to perform for Pharaoh?
 What happened when the magicians did the same sign?
 How did Pharaoh respond?
The Plagues—Read Exodus 7:14–9:12 and identify the following:
 What are the plagues described in this passage?

Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know
this for certain: Your offspring will be
foreigners in a land that does not
belong to them; they will be enslaved
and oppressed 400 years.
“However, I will judge the nation they
serve, and afterward they will go out
with many possessions.”

 What is the result of these plagues? How did Pharaoh respond?
 Who hardened Pharaoh’s heart?

GOD SPEAKS TO US
God first speaks to you through His
Word and in your inner being. But if you
won’t listen, then God has to speak to
you through your life situation or
circumstances. God’s love is so intense
and so deeply desirous of our good that
when we become deaf to His Word or
fail to respond to it, He mercifully
knows how to get our attention through
the events of life. He would rather have
us to respond to His Word, but when all
else fails and after a long period of
patience, then God speaks to us as
individuals and nations through the
problems and tragedies of life.
—Walter Kaiser, Jr.
Revive Us Again

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
The Sign—Refer to your responses regarding Exodus 7:8–13.
 Why did God choose this particular miracle to demonstrate His authority?
 How were the magicians able to repeat the miracle?
The Plagues—Refer to your observations about Exodus 7:14–9:12.
 Why did God choose to inflict the plagues on Egypt? What was His purpose?
Consider reading the following passages for insight: Gen. 15:13–14, Ex. 3:18–20, 7:4–
5, 12:12, Num. 33:4, and Joshua 24:14.
 Why did Pharaoh resist God for so long? Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? (Ex.
9:12).
 What is the importance of each plague? In what way is God’s power and authority
revealed in each of the plagues?
 Did the Israelites suffer along with the Egyptians? Why or why not?

HOW DO I USE THIS KNOWLEDGE?
Even believers struggle with idolatry. Christians sometimes minimize the sin in their
lives, but this lesson is a sober reminder that God takes sin and idolatry very seriously.
In this lesson, we are called to repent of our idolatry.
Reflect on your daily activities and lifestyle.
 Are there areas of your life that tend to be more important than your relationship
with God?
 Are there aspects of your life that you struggle to trust God with?
Read and meditate on Colossians 3:1-5.
 What does it mean to set your mind on things above?
Pray and ask God to forgive you of your idolatry. Ask God to help you keep your mind
and heart focused on Him.

COLOSSIANS 3:1–5 HCSB
So if you have been raised with the
Messiah, seek what is above, where the
Messiah is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on what is above,
not on what is on the earth. For you
have died, and your life is hidden with
the Messiah in God. When the Messiah,
who is your life, is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with Him in glory.
Therefore, put to death what belongs to
your worldly nature: sexual immorality,
impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed,
which is idolatry.
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Appendix

Series Overview

PASTOR’S SUGGESTED READING

Objective:
That we enjoy the full application of divine redemption.

Statements of the Objective:
You will lead the people
You have redeemed
with Your faithful love;
You will guide them to Your holy dwelling
with Your strength.
—Ex. 15:13 HCSB
All acts of deliverance in Jewish [and Christian] history can be seen as
consequences of the Exodus and God’s deliverance, and they have been
celebrated as extensions of the Passover.
—Ian Barnes & Josephine Bacon
The Historical Atlas of Judaism

Premise:
People of every age need to experience the “way out” that comes only through
God’s gracious hand. The Lord provides freedom for all prisoners who join His
people, just as He provided for Israel in the exodus from Egypt. Whatever the
struggles of our lives, we can always find a way of conquest by following YHWH
and trusting in His name. For Frisco Bible Church in particular, the Exodus and
Passover hold particular emphasis during a year when our annual vision is to be
more than conquerors.

Statements of the Premise:
Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its
place in front of the people.”
—Exodus 13:22 HCSB
Ultimately, the book of Exodus presents the story of salvation—how God
crashes dramatically into human history to save His people. So while
fascinating and dynamic people like Moses and Pharaoh are critical to
the story of Exodus, the truth is that the book of Exodus is primarily
about God.”
— Danny Hays & Scott Duvall
The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook

Barnes & Bacon, The Historical Atlas of Judaism
Allen, “The Bloody Bridegroom in Exodus 4:24–
26”
Bandstra, “Exodus” (HarperCollins Bible
Dictionary)
Bannister, “Date of Goshen mentions in
Genesis & Exodus” (The Lexham Bible
Dictionary)
Beitzel, The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands
Briscoe, Here am I; Send Aaron!
Butler, “Exodus” (Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary)
Calvin & Bingham, Commentaries on the Last
Four Books of Moses Arranged in the Form of a
Harmony
Campbell, Opening Up Exodus
Dyer, “The Date of the Exodus Reexamined”
Hannah, Exodus (The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: Old Testament)
Hays & Duvall, “Exodus” (The Baker Illustrated
Bible Handbook)
Kaiser, Exodus (Expositor’s Bible Commentary)
Martin & Millard, “Exodus” (New Bible
Dictionary)
Nelson, Exodus (The Navigators)
Pink, Gleanings in Exodus
Reapsome, Exodus: Learning to Trust God
(Lifeguide Bible Studies)
Redford, Old Testament: The Pentateuch
Rosen, Christ in the Passover
Rosscup, An Exposition on Prayer in the Bible:
Genesis–2Samuel
Swindoll, Moses: A Man of Selfless Dedication
Stuart, Exodus (New American Commentary)
Thornhill, “Exodus and Wilderness
Wanderings” (The Lexham Bible Dictionary)
Youngblood, Exodus
Wenham, “Legal Forms in the Book of the
Covenant” (Tyndale Bulletin)
Waltke, “Palestinian Artifactual Evidence
Supporting the Early Date of the Exodus”
17

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 

Theme of the Study:
This first section of the book deals greatly with identity—something “name” represents in the Bible. YHWH self-identifies as the One
who controls history, covenants with people by grace, is self-existent, is the faithful kinsman-Redeemer, and the transcendent Judge.
He is the only way out (exodus), and engaging with Him changes people.
This change process in Exodus is used throughout the rest of the Bible as a type for what Jesus does in the lives of those who follow
Him. Thus, the believer in Jesus is believing in the fulfilled Passover. The baptized Christian is showing rebirth by God’s grace just as
Israel was carried through water to new life. The Christ follower is saved from the tyranny of sin, the world, and the devil just as Israel
was freed from Pharaoh. The surrendered Christian keeps in step with God’s Spirit, just as Israel followed the cloud & flame.

Statements of the Theme:
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my
title for all generations.”
—Exodus 3:14–15 HCSB
These texts focus on the fact and significance of God’s presence (as given by his name Yahweh and his glory)…His
attributes of justice, truthfulness, mercy, faithfulness, and holiness are also highlighted. Thus to know God’s
“name” is to know him and his character.
—Walt Kaiser
Exodus

Background
Adapted from M. Wayne Braudrick’s Notes
God is Lord of history.
Nothing is outside His sovereign control. He is working events beyond human capacity to understand. For example, bringing Jacob’s
family to Egypt prepares history for multi-layered demonstrations of His hesed and justice. Most significantly, He remembers and
keeps His word. (See Exodus 2:24.)
Egypt under Joseph.
Since the book obviously intends a link to the events of Joseph’s life in Egypt, the reader is expected to understand the original
situation for the Hebrews in Egypt. The most likely time for Joseph’s ascension is the 12 th dynasty. (See date of the Exodus below.) This
golden age was a restoration period of Egyptian glory, especially in craftsmanship and trade. John Hannah encapsulates: “In this
affluent era Joseph emerged as prime minister of Egypt, and Jacob and his sons sojourned in Egypt (1876 B.C., Gen. 46:6)” (Hannah,
Exodus, 106).
This glorious 12th dynasty was followed by what historians call the Second Intermediate Period—a roughly 250-year era when Egypt
was ruled by a Semitic people known as the Hyksos. Hyksos’ superior military technology appears to have afforded them ascendancy
and their rulers became known as Pharaohs. They are counted as the sovereigns in dynasties 13–17. Ahmose I of Thebes finally
overthrew Hyksos rule, establishing the New Empire of Egypt. The events of the Book of Exodus transpired during the 18 th dynasty of
this New Kingdom of Egypt.
Egypt in Moses’ day.
Beitzel does a wonderful job summarizing the transition to the pharaoh who knew not Joseph:
The biblical, historical, and archaeological data are best served by theorizing that it was a Hyksos monarch before
whom Joseph stood as an interpreter of dreams (Gen. 41:14-37) and who later ceded a choice parcel of land
(Goshen) to Joseph’s family (Gen. 47:6). According to such a theory, the “new king” of Exodus 1:8 would have
been one of the native Egyptian monarchs of the New Kingdom who, as part of his Hyksos purge, resolutely
refused to recognize the validity of the Goshen land grant. Discerning in the Israelites a multitude who might very
well join with his Asiatic enemies in war, this new king moreover acted quickly to enslave God’s people.
—Barry Beitzel
The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands
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Route of the Exodus. There are several different theories about the route of the Exodus, including where the Israelites crossed the Red
Sea. This map from the Holman Bible Atlas summarizes the major classic possibilities:
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Lesson 1 Guide: God Provides During Persecution
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 1?


God is faithful and will fulfill His promises.



God is at work and in control—even when we cannot see it—moving people, nations, and events according to His will and
purposes.



God’s plans sometimes involve the suffering of His people. His view is longer, and the sum of His purposes is larger than any of
us individually and our personal sense of comfort and ease.

Discussion & Study Questions
Discussion Questions
This information pertains to the Discussion questions on the first page of Lesson 1. As a small group leader, this may help you prepare
to lead your group through those questions. If you are studying on your own, this can be extra material as you begin this journey
through Exodus 1–15.
Some movies about the exodus (your group may know of others):





The Ten Commandments, 1956: Cecil B. DeMille (director), Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner
Moses, 1995 (TV movie): Ben Kingsley, Christopher Lee
The Prince of Egypt, 1998 (animated): DreamWorks Animation
Exodus: Gods and Kings, 2014: Ridley Scott (director), Christian Bale, Ben Kingsley

The Hebrews held onto a promise for over four hundred years. That is a long time! Looking back, here are some things that were going
on 400 years ago, back in the early 1600’s. How many of these or other events can your group come up with? How much do we know
about the hopes and dreams of those people—or possibly the promises which they held dear?














In England, William Shakespeare was writing and producing plays such as Hamlet (1601), Othello (1604), and Macbeth (1606).
In Japan, sumo wrestling became a national sport.
In Russia, a multi-year famine resulted in the deaths of an estimated two million people (1601-03).
France established its first successful colony in North America at Acadia (in modern-day Nova Scotia, Canada; 1604).
Miguel Cervantes published Don Quixote in Madrid, Spain (1605, 1615).
Dutch navigator Willem Janszoon made the first confirmed sighting of Australia by a European (1606).
England established their first permanent settlement in North America at Jamestown (now Virginia; 1607).
Pocahontas rescued Captain John Smith (of the Jamestown colony) from Chief Powhatan (1607).
In Venice, Galileo Galilei demonstrated his first telescope (1609).
The Authorized King James Version of the Bible was published in London (1611).
Christianity is banned throughout Japan (1614).
Throughout Europe, burning at the stake was not an uncommon fate for those convicted of heresy or witchcraft.
Colonists aboard the Mayflower established Plymouth Colony (now Massachusetts; 1620).

What is redemption? The stated theme of the “Way Out” series is, “That we enjoy the full application of divine redemption.”
Redemption is a theme which runs throughout the Bible. Redemption is about buying something back with a substitutionary payment.
It usually involves someone of means or power acting on behalf of someone who cannot act on their own behalf for their own good. It
is closely related to the idea of ransom.
Redemption is used as a way to describe God’s actions when He rescued the Israelites from Egypt. And we will see redemption
instituted in the laws given by God to the newly formed Hebrew nation. As part of that law, God stipulated that, “Whatever is the first
to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beasts, is mine” (Ex. 13:2 ESV). But whereas other Semitic cultures in
the ancient Near East literally sacrificed their firstborn sons to Baal and other gods, YHWH has a different plan. The firstborn of most
animals (cows, sheep, and goats) are declared holy and must be sacrificed, their blood thrown against the altar; but not so with the
firstborn sons.
Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. And when in time to come your son asks you, “What
does this mean?” you shall say to him, “By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
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both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first
open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.”
—Exodus 13:13–15 ESV
This thread of redemption points to the sacrifice of God’s Son to redeem us from our slavery to sin, to purchase us for Himself. Paul
wrote of this to the Corinthians: “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20a ESV). Peter also uses similar language: “…knowing that
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:18–19 ESV).
In the Gospel of John, the last words of Jesus as He died upon the cross were, “It is finished” (John 19:30 ESV). In the Greek text, this is a
single word: Τετέλεσται (Tetelestai). Yes, this word means, “It is finished.” But this same word was used by Greek merchants to signify
that a purchase had been completed. They stamped “TET” (short for tetelestai) on a bill of sale, using it the same way retailers today
use the stamp, “Paid in Full.” If you are a Christian, you were bought with a price. You were redeemed.

What Do You See?
The listed verses from Genesis provide a short summary of Jacob and his family deciding to accept Joseph’s invitation to move to
Egypt, God’s confirmation of this decision, and His promise to Jacob to bring his descendants back to the land of Canaan. The last
excerpt shows a dying Joseph passing along this same promise to his extended family. This will provide a quick background for those
not entirely familiar with the chain of events leading up to the book of Exodus.
Who in this chapter is blessed by God, and why? There are two answers to this question.



The midwives are commended for fearing God and not obeying the edict of Pharaoh to kill all Hebrew male children as they
are being born (verses 20–21).
The Hebrews are blessed with continued multiplication despite the increasingly severe efforts by the Egyptians (verses 12–20).

What Does It Mean?
God faithfully fulfills His promises; He always has, and He always will. Exodus 1 shows God at work fulfilling His promises to Abraham.
The Hebrews in Egypt over several hundred years have multiplied into a great people, a direct promise fulfillment. Yet the fulfillment of
this promise leads directly to their oppression and persecution. In the midst of these trying times, God is also faithful to fulfill His
promise of blessing those who bless the family of Abraham, in particular the midwives who refuse to be complicit in Pharaoh’s
oppression.
We can also see what’s coming. The flip side of that last promise was a curse on those who curse the family of Abraham. God is setting
the stage for the ultimate promise fulfillment: bringing His people back to Canaan. But for His glory—and His alone—He first lets
events run to the point that there is no way the Hebrews can deliver themselves.

How Do I Use This Knowledge?
As a group leader, be prepared to share the gospel at the end of this session. Pray that God will open eyes and ears and hearts, and call
people to Himself during this study.
As a Christian, Exodus 1 is a foretaste and picture of the hatred of the world for the people of God. Jesus told his disciples, “If you were
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you” (John 15:19 ESV). The same author who recorded that, John the Apostle, later wrote to the faithful, “Do not be
surprised, brothers, that the world hates you” (1 John 3:13 ESV).
Paul and Peter both express the same truth in their letters. For example, read 1 Peter 4:1-2, 12-16; and 5:8-11. As God was faithful to His
promises even in the midst of the suffering of His people in Exodus 1, we can know and trust that He is faithful still to deliver us today
from all evil, bringing us safely home to “his eternal glory in Christ.”

“To Him Belong Glory and Dominion”
There were likely many Hebrews who died during the time of slavery, not to mention the babies drowned in the Nile. There were
probably elderly and terminally ill Hebrews who died even the day before the first Passover. For these, there was no exodus from
Egypt. Nevertheless, God was faithfully fulfilling the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
God’s plans sometimes involve the suffering of His people. His view is longer, and the sum of His purposes is larger, than any of us
individually, or our personal sense of comfort and ease. We were not saved for our comfort or pleasure or satisfaction. We were saved
to bring glory to God Almighty. That may indeed result in physical comfort and material blessing, but it may not. In the end, it’s not
about us. As Peter eloquently states, all that we do is for one purpose: “in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11 ESV).
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Lesson 2 Guide: God Protects His Servant
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 2:


The person God uses and the way He uses them may not be what we expect.



We should seek God’s guidance in doing His will instead of doing things our own way.



Believers can trust that God is in control.



God will protect and equip His servant to do His will.

Discussion & Study Questions
Discussion Questions
Relying on God’s protection. The answers from your group will vary, but try to encourage answers beyond the financial. It will be
different for everyone, but their stories are all important. God is sovereign in every part of life, whether it’s concerning physical wellbeing, emotional strength, or unusual circumstances.
In the book of Exodus, the Hebrews are in seemingly impossible circumstances. They are under the oppressive rule of a new dynasty;
and while they have been living in Egypt for generations, the land is not their own. They are forced to do hard labor, and their sons are
being murdered. A lot of people would easily believe that their God had forsaken them. But He is still in control, orchestrating a plan
bigger than they could imagine.
God’s calling and preparation for a particular ministry or act of service. No believer is left out of this. Each person is a special creation
for the purpose of giving God glory. Paul writes “For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
ahead of time so that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10 HCSB). Jochebed and Amram must have understood this truth as well.
I would therefore suggest that Moses is not telling us that God moved his parents to hide him because they were
convinced that there was something very special (either in appearance or in purpose) about him as a particular
child, but rather that they saw something special about him as a child, period. You see, the biblical perspective is
that children come from God (cf. Ps. 127). Every child is the product of divine creation (cf. Ps. 139:13-14), and thus
is “good” in the eyes of God. Moses’ parents refused to put their child to death because God had created him, and
because this meant that this child (like every other child ever born) was good in God’s eyes. (1)
—Bob Deffinbaugh
“The Preservation and Preparation of Israel’s Deliverer (Exodus 2)”
Following God’s lead. Moses was correctly motivated to save another Hebrew. After all, God had called and equipped him to be their
deliverer. But he did it the wrong way. Perhaps he reasoned that “the ends justified the means,” that his violent act would be
permissible for such a good cause. He was wrong, and it cost him greatly. Because he didn’t seek God’s guidance on how to fulfill his
mission, he failed.

What Do You See?
Exodus 2 can be divided into three parts, all of them narrating a different part of Moses’s life: his infancy and early childhood (verses 1–
10), his adulthood in Egypt (verses 11–15), and his years in Midian (verses 16–25). The last part includes verses 23–25, which turn the
attention back on the Hebrews’ plight in Egypt.
To me, this final paragraph reads like the expression, “Meanwhile, back at the ranch …” The point of it is to remind
us that, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, God is very much at work. Humanly speaking, it looks as
though everything is working against Israel, but this paragraph reminds us that God is very much informed,
involved, and intent upon fulfilling His purposes and promises with respect to Israel. On the one hand, God is
aware of Israel’s affliction, and He has heard their cries for help. On the other hand, God is mindful of His covenant
with Abraham, which is also with his offspring (Isaac and Jacob, and the twelve resulting tribes). No matter how
bad things may appear to be, God’s purposes are being realized. This section ties together the agony of God’s
people in Egypt (described in chapter 1, but overshadowed by the personal account of Moses in chapter 2) with
the deliverance about to take place in the following chapters. (1)
—Bob Deffinbaugh
“The Preservation and Preparation of Israel’s Deliverer (Exodus 2)”
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Which people are taking active roles in this passage? (verses 1–10).


Moses’ Mother. (We learn that her name is Jochebed in Exodus 6:20.) This passage follows Jochebed as she hides her newborn
son. When she can no longer keep him hidden she constructs a safe place for him. After he is discovered, Jochebed nurses him,
which provides a source of income for her family, and then hands him over to the person who has become his adopted
mother. It isn’t clear how long Jochebed was hired to raise her own son, but it seemed to be long enough for him to recognize
his identity as a Hebrew and choose to align himself with his people rather than with the Egyptians.



Moses’ Sister. (The only sister of his that is mentioned named “Miriam” in Exodus 15:20. It is assumed they are the same
person.) Her age is unknown, but she is likely still young. She keeps an eye on her little brother who is now vulnerable. It’s
possible that she thought he would die. When Pharaoh’s daughter appears, Miriam doesn’t hang back shyly: she seizes the
opportunity to place her whole family under the protection of the royal family by arranging the care for her little brother. She
must have been very brave to boldly approach royalty since she was just a slave girl.



Pharaoh’s Daughter. (She is never named in scripture.) When she heard the cries of the little Hebrew boy, she was moved with
compassion and decided to keep him. The law her father made applied to the whole country so her choice to take the baby out
of the water instead of letting him die was in opposition to that. Perhaps there are other reasons why she would decide to
adopt the baby boy. She was bathing in the Nile River, which may have been a fertility ritual. “The Egyptians believed that the
waters of the Nile possessed the ability to impart fruitfulness and to prolong life.” (2) In that case, she may have seen this
baby’s arrival as a blessing.
As to her identity, there are those who think she could be Hatshepsut from Egypt’s eighteenth dynasty. She was the daughter
of a Pharaoh, then the wife of a Pharaoh, before becoming Pharaoh in her own right.
The "daughter of Pharaoh" (Thutmose I) was probably "Hatshepsut," who was a very significant person in
Egyptian history (v. 5). Josephus identified her as "Thermuthis." She later assumed co-regency with
Thutmose III, and ruled as the fifth Pharaoh of the eighteenth dynasty (1503–1482 B.C.). The ruling class in
Egypt was male-dominated, and it took a very forceful woman to rise and rule. Queen Hatshepsut adopted
certain male mannerisms to minimize objections to her rule, including the wearing of a false beard that
appears on some Egyptian pictures of her. (2)
—Thomas L. Constable
Constable’s Notes on the Old Testament

Who names the little boy and what reason is given? (verse 10).


Pharaoh’s daughter, the boy’s adoptive mother, gives him the name “Moses” when he is presented to her by Jochebed.
Moses' name was probably Egyptian, but "Moses" became a popular Hebrew name. It relates obviously to the
names of other great Egyptians of that period (e.g., Ahmose, Thutmose, et al.). The "mose" part of the name
means "is born" or "one born of," and "mo" means "water."
The phrase “drew him out” (v. 10) is a Hebrew pun on the name, emphasizing the baby's rescue from the
waters of the Nile. (2)
—Thomas L. Constable
Constable’s Notes on the Old Testament

What did Moses see? What was his reaction? (verses 11–12).


He saw the forced labor of his people and witnessed an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave. He killed the Egyptian and buried
the body.

What response did he get from the Hebrews who found out? (verse 14).


They rejected his leadership.

What did Moses do for the daughters of the priest? (verse 17).


He rescued them from the shepherds who had driven them off, and he watered their flock.

24

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 
What four actions did God do in verses 24–25?





Heard their groaning
Remembered His covenant
Saw the Israelites
Took notice

What Does It Mean?
God’s protection and provision are seen throughout the second chapter of Exodus. Moses is rescued, and God prepares him to become
the deliverer of His people. Then in trying to save an individual Hebrew, Moses delays his ability to lead the nation. But even in his exile,
Moses rescues the daughters of the priest of Midian. Being a deliverer is who he is and who he is called to be. He got off to a wrong
start, but God’s not done with him. God’s plan for Moses is just getting started.
None of Moses’ rescuers are named in the chapter, though his mother and sister are named later. What do you think that indicates?


Though it’s impossible to be definitive, Humberto Cassuto has an excellent theory about why no one is named in verses 1–9.
At this point Scripture's aim is to inform us that from an ordinary man, . . . and from an ordinary woman, . . .
whose names there was no need to mention [at this point], God raised up a redeemer unto his people. (3)
—Humberto Cassuto
A Commentary on the Book of Exodus

How did Moses’ time with his adoptive family prepare him for God’s calling on his life?


In addition to his life being saved, Moses was spared the abusive labor that Hebrews were subjected to. He was well-educated
which prepared him to be the author of the Torah (the first five books of the Bible). And being exposed to the inner workings
of running a nation would be good experience for the person who would be the leader of the newly freed Israelites.

What does it mean that “God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”? (verse 24 HCSB).


God didn’t forget the covenant he made with Abraham. This means that it was called to mind and was the motivation for His
actions. God heard prayers of the people and for the sake of the covenant He sent the deliverer that He had been preparing.

How Do I Use This Knowledge?
As a group leader, be prepared to share the gospel at the end of this session. Additionally, be open to hearing the burdens that
members of the group might be facing. Direct them to call out to God for their deliverance and encourage them to not give up hope
while they wait for their answer. Pray that God will open eyes and ears and hearts, and draw people to Himself during this study.
The exodus did not come about simply because people were in trouble; it was the result of a prayer of lament for
rescue to the only one who could actually do something about it. As Jesus taught, the one who knows all needs
before they are prayed for nevertheless expects them to be prayed for (Matt 6:5–8, 32). (4)
—D.K. Stuart, Exodus, p. 103
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Lesson 3 Guide: God Reveals True Theology
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 3:


We are servant-leaders of God.



God calls us to serve, and prepares us for that service.



Our true identity is found in serving God.

Key Concepts


God has a perfect plan for his people, both collectively and individually.



God has a covenant relationship with his people, offered through Jesus Christ.



God is self-existent, and His covenant is tied to the fact that He is and always will be true to Himself.

Overview
Exodus 3 is a significant transition point in the life of Moses and in the history of God’s people. While this chapter records a lifechanging event for Moses, it is also a crucial turning point in the history of the nation Israel. It is the basis for the call of Moses to return
to Egypt as Israel’s deliverer, and it is the beginning of the end of Egyptian oppression.
The burning bush marks the beginning of God’s direct intervention into the affairs of history. It has been 400 years since God has
spoken directly to His people. During this period of silence, Israel has endured enslavement and cruel oppression at the hands of the
Egyptians. Moses fled Egypt and seems to be content to live out his life as a shepherd. In chapter 3, God breaks His silence and speaks
directly to Moses. God reveals Himself to Moses in a burning bush, and He commissions him to return to Egypt and deliver God’s
people from their oppression.
“The revelation of God to Moses, I believe, is the basis for all that is to follow. It is the basis for Moses’ obedience,
as well as for the entire nation. It is also the basis for all of God’s actions with regard to Egypt and to His people. In
many ways, the incident of the burning bush is critical to our understanding of God.” (1)
—Bob Deffinbaugh

God Calls Moses (Exodus 3:1–4)
Horeb
Horeb is another name for Sinai. The exact location of the mountain is uncertain, but tradition places it near the town of St. Catherine
in the southern Sinai Peninsula. Mt. Sinai plays a significant role in the Old Testament. God revealed himself to Moses on this mountain
(Ex. 3:1–4); the Israelites camped at the foot of the mountain after they fled Egypt (Ex. 19:1–2); and God gave Moses the Law, including
the Ten Commandments, on this mountain. (See Exodus 20.)

Angel of the Lord
In Exodus 3:2, the Angel of the Lord is God Himself. Verses 4, 6, and 7, clearly identify Him as the Lord and as God. He was not an
angelic messenger but God Himself. The Old Testament often closely identifies “the Angel of the Lord” with God himself acting as his
own messenger. (See also Genesis 22:11–18.)
In Judges 13:9–22, Manoah meets “the Angel of the Lord” and declares that he has “seen God.” The angel accepts worship from
Manoah and his wife, as no mere angel would do. The angel refers to himself as “Wonderful,” the same term Isaiah uses to describe the
coming Messiah (Isa. 9:6). Further, the New Testament contains no mention of “the Angel of the Lord” because the Messiah himself is
this person.

Burning Bush
A burning thorn bush was not, and is not, a particularly uncommon occurrence in the Sinai region. This bush was unusual, however,
because it was not being consumed by the fire.
Theophany: Theophany is a manifestation of God that is tangible to the human senses. God’s appearance to Moses in the burning
bush is one of many theophanies recorded in the Old Testament.
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Impact on the Jews: The burning bush made a profound impact on Moses and also the nation of Israel, and the incident serves as one
of the most significant events in the history of the nation. Jews have long viewed the incident as a symbol of the nation of Israel in
relation to other nations. To them, the fire symbolizes the affliction of Egyptian bondage; even though the Israelites suffered as a result
of their bondage, God did not allow them to suffer extinction because of it. Because Israel has frequently endured the furnace of
affliction without being consumed, Jews have long identified the burning bush as a symbol of their ethnicity. The symbol often appears
on the walls of synagogues and other prominent places.
New Testament References: This passage of Scripture is one that must have been well known to the Jews of Jesus’ day. The account
of the “burning bush” was so central to the thinking of the gospel writers, Mark and Luke, that they (perhaps like most men in their
day) came to call this section of Scripture “the bush” portion (See Mark 12:26 and Luke 20:37.)

God Reveals Truth about Himself (Exodus 3:5–6)
Verses 5–15 provide a description of God—the One who is calling and commissioning Moses. There are several dimensions of God’s
character revealed in this section, which provide the basis for Moses’ faith and obedience. In verses 16–22, God reveals His specific
instructions for Moses’ tasks and the results of His plan.

He is Holy
In verse 5, God commands Moses to remove his sandals because the place where he is standing is “holy ground.” Not even daring to
look directly at God for fear of his life, Moses immediately hid his face. (See Gen. 32:30; Ex. 33:20; Judg. 6:22–23, 13:21–22.) The flames
which encompassed (but did not consume) the bush, along with the warning issued by the Lord from within the flames, emphatically
impressed Moses with the holiness of the One who was manifesting Himself. Moses was deeply impressed with the holiness of his God.
(1)
God issued the same command to Joshua, and he bowed his face to the ground out of reverence to the Lord (Josh. 5:15). Both men
recognized the awesome power of the presence of God and expressed an appropriate fear of the Lord. Both men immediately obeyed
God’s command. As Christ followers, we continuously walk in His presence and stand on holy ground.
God begins his discourse with Moses by warning him not to come near to him because he is holy (verse 5). As we
will later see, the idea of God’s holiness is a central theme in the remainder of the book. Indeed, the whole
structure of Israel’s worship of God at the tabernacle is based on a view of God as the absolutely Holy One who
has come to dwell in their midst. We should not lose sight of the fact, however, that at the same time that God
warns Moses to stand at a distance, he also speaks to him ‘face to face’ (compare Numbers 12:8). The fact that
God is a holy God should not be understood to mean that he is an impersonal force—God is holy yet intensely
personal. This is a central theme in the narratives of the Sinai covenant that follow. (2)
—John H Sailhamer
There is an important relationship between God’s holiness and the exodus that may not be immediately evident. At the time the Law is
given on Mt. Sinai, God’s holiness is the basis for Israel’s conduct, which the Law prescribed. But the holiness of God is a significant
factor in the exodus. The sins of the Egyptians are dealt with; the possession of the land of Canaan by the Israelites (Ex. 3:8, 17) is a
judgment on the Amorites for their abominations in the sight of God. (See Gen. 15:16; Lev. 18:24–28.)

He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
In verse 6, God identifies Himself as “the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (HCSB). He
is the God of Moses’ forefathers – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God had made a covenant with Abraham and repeated it to Isaac and
Jacob. The Jews have remembered and longed for the fulfillment of the covenant for more than 400 years. The God of the burning
bush identifies himself to Moses as the covenant-making God of Israel.
He is not a new or different God. This is not a new or different plan. Rather, this is the same God of Moses’ forefathers reminding Moses
of the promise He made to Abraham in Genesis 15:
13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know this for certain: Your offspring will be foreigners in a land that does not
belong to them; they will be enslaved and oppressed 400 years. 14 However, I will judge the nation they serve, and
afterward they will go out with many possessions. 15 But you will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a ripe
old age. 16 In the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites has not yet reached its full
measure.” 17 When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch appeared and passed
between the divided animals. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “I give this land to your
offspring, from the brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River: 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites,
20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaim, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”
—Genesis 15: 13–21 (HCSB)
28

 SERIES-BASED CURRICULUM  FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH 

God Reveals His Leadership Style (Exodus 3:7–10)
He Sees and Hears and Is Concerned (verses 7 and 9)
The compassion of God stands out in these verses. It would have been sufficient for God to deliver Israel from Egypt based solely on His
promise to Abraham. His plan, however, is motivated by more than just a promise. He tells Moses that He has seen their misery, He has
heard their cries, and He knows about their sufferings. The phrase “I know about” (HCSB) is more than a passing awareness of; the
Hebrew words mean “to know by experience and to be acquainted with” and has the connotation of being concerned about. The
suffering of His people has touched His heart. He has heard their cries and seen their affliction. Now He purposes to deliver them.

He Engages to Lead His People (verse 8)
Even though God had been working providentially to preserve His people and prepare them for their ultimate release from bondage,
the Jews have not heard directly from Him for more than 400 years. Having not heard from God, it would be natural for the Jews to
view God as transcendent (distant, removed, and uninvolved) rather than imminant (directly concerned with and actively involved in the
affairs of men). Just in case there is any confusion in Moses’ mind about God’s role in the lives of His people, God emphasizes that He is
taking a direct and personal interest in the rescue of Israel from Egypt. He tells Moses “I have come down to rescue them…” (HCSB).

He Engages Moses to Lead His People (verse 10)
In verse 8, God reveals that He will be personally involved in the rescue of His people from Egypt. In verse 10, He reveals that He will
accomplish His plan through Moses. While God is going to be directly involved, He chooses to accomplish His plan through human
instruments. Moses is thus commissioned by God to return to Egypt and confront Pharaoh.
God has manifested Himself to Moses because He intends to manifest Himself through Moses. (1)
—Bob Deffinbaugh

God Reveals His Covenant Name (Exodus 3:11–15)
In verses 11–15, God responds to two questions raised by Moses, which serve to further clarify His character. Moses’ questions
essentially are “Who am I?” in verse 11 and “Who are you?” in verse 13.

Who Am I?
Moses’ first question reflects understandable caution and a desire for clear direction from God. Forty years earlier, Moses had
prematurely and presumptuously attempted to deliver the Jews in his own authority and was forced to flee for his life (Ex. 2:11–15).
Moses probably never expected to have a second chance, and he likely doubted his moral authority to approach Pharaoh or lead his
people. God’s response seeks to refocus his attention from the one being sent (Moses) to the Sender (God). God promises Moses, “I will
certainly be with you…” (HCSB). Moses’ authority is not connected to himself, but instead it comes from the presence of God.
Moses had asked, “Who am I?” implying his complete inadequacy for his calling. God replied, “I am who I am!”
implying His complete adequacy. The issue was not who Moses was but who God is. (3)
—Thomas Constable

Who Are You?
If Moses’ authority is wrapped up in his God, then his next question is understandable: “Who are you?” In response, God reveals His
covenant name: “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has sent me to you.” (verse 15, HCSB).
The name YHWH does not have a literal translation. In the strictest sense, YHWH is simply the covenant name for God. However, it is
likely derived from the Hebrew verb haya, meaning “to be or to become,” and it emphasizes God’s self-existence and His presence.
Thus, “I am who I am” is a clear and complex word play. The Lord is self-existent, and His covenant is tied to the fact that He is and
always will be true to Himself. (3)
The name YHWH is typically not pronounced by Jews out of fear of violating the command in Exodus 20:7. Instead, they replace YHWH
with the word adonai which means “master, lord.” Many English translations follow this protocol and translate YHWH as “LORD”. While
the name certainly encompasses and implies that relationship, it is not a complete translation. The name encompasses all of who God
is.
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God Reveals His Plan (Exodus 3:16–22)
In verses 16–22, God reveals the details of the task to which Moses is commissioned, along with an outline of events that will be
accomplished through Moses.

He will begin to fulfill the land promise given to Abraham (verses 16–18a).
In the burning bush, God tells Moses that He has come down to rescue His people from the power of the Egyptians and bring them to
the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. This is fulfilling the covenant He made with their
forefather Abraham:
18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “I give this land to your offspring, from the brook of
Egypt to the Euphrates River: 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites,20 Hittites, Perizzites,
Rephaim, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.
—Genesis 15:18–21 (HCSB)
Moses’ first task is to gather the elders of Israel and inform them that God has been paying attention to them and is preparing to fulfill
His covenant. Essentially, Moses is told to repeat the words God said to him in the burning bush. Moses expresses doubt in his
authority and adequacy to deliver God’s message, and God graciously reassures Moses that the people would listen.

He will break the king of Egypt with His mighty hand (verses 18b–20).
The next step in the plan is for Moses and the elders to go to the king of Egypt and request a three-day “leave” so they could worship
God in the wilderness. It is important to note that God foretells that their request would be denied, thus preparing Moses and the
Israelites for the hard times to follow. God promises that He will strike Egypt with His mighty hand so that the king’s resolve would
eventually be broken.

He will cause His people to find favor in the sight of the Egyptians (verses 21–22).
God tells Moses that the Israelites will not leave Egypt empty-handed. As they leave Egypt, the women are to ask their neighbors for
articles of silver and gold. The Egyptians would voluntarily make Israel wealthy.
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Lesson 4 Guide: God Answers Inadequate Objections
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 4:1–17:
 God has called us to a life surrendered to Him, a life in which we trust and obey Him.
 God allows us to participate in His purposes and plans, but those purposes and plans do not depend on our abilities or on our
personal influence. God will fulfill His purposes without asking for our assent, and even despite our objections.
 YHWH is supremely sovereign over all individuals, nations, nature, and any supposed “gods.”

Discussion & Study Questions
Discussion Questions
God’s primary mode of speaking to us today is through His word in the Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament contains what
Peter refers to as “Scripture,” “prophecy,” and “the prophetic word.” The New Testament contains the eyewitness testimonies and
teachings of the apostles.
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the
Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And
we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no
prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
—Simeon Peter
2 Peter 1:16–21 ESV
If you want to know God’s will for you, read the Bible. Study the Bible. Pray for God to give you a desire and the discipline to feast on
His word every day. Consume His word until you can relate to passages like Psalm 119:129–136:
Your testimonies are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.
The unfolding of your words gives light;
it imparts understanding to the simple.
I open my mouth and pant,
because I long for your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your way with those who love your name.
Keep steady my steps according to your promise,
and let no iniquity get dominion over me.
Redeem me from man's oppression,
that I may keep your precepts.
Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your law. (ESV)

What Does It Mean? Questions
The Objections
The objections raised by Moses in Exodus 4 begin to cross the line from lack of confidence to lack of belief. God told Moses in Exodus
3:18, “And they [the elders of Israel] will listen to your voice…” Moses shows some serious doubt, if not blatant disbelief, of God’s word
when he says in 4:1, “They will not believe me or listen to my voice…”
The Signs
God gives Moses the authority to perform three signs for the Hebrews when they ask for proof that he was sent by God. With these
three signs, God not only demonstrates His power, He gives assurance in three specific areas that He is able to perform what He has
promised: to deliver the people of Israel from Egypt.
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The first sign is the power to turn a staff into a serpent and then turn the serpent back into a staff. The cobra was one of the symbols of
Pharaoh and the authority of his office. YHWH demonstrates that He has power over Pharaoh, and by extension, over any authority
instituted or claimed by man. This was the kind of authority currently oppressing the Hebrews and forcing them to live as slaves to the
Egyptians.
The second sign is the power to create and to heal disease. Not only was this proof of divinity, since most ancients equated the power
to heal with the power of a god, but it also demonstrated power over the natural world itself. YHWH shows that He is larger than
natural cause and effect. He is the ultimate cause of every cause, and He can exercise power over His creation at will. Such power would
be absolutely required to effect the simultaneous relocation and survival of hundreds of thousands of people as they moved from
Egypt to Canaan, as God had promised to do.
YHWH has power over man and man’s authority, and YWHW has power over nature—both formidable obstacles to a successful
exodus. But what if they still didn’t believe? The final sign, turning the Nile water into blood, shows that YHWH has power even over
other so-called gods. The Nile was life to Egypt. Poured out blood represents death. Hapi, the Egyptian god of the annual Nile
inundation, was considered by Egyptians to be the father of the gods. He symbolized fertility, and he helped maintain the balance and
harmony of the universe. YHWH shows by this third sign that He is sovereign over Egypt’s pantheon of supposed “gods.” This was the
only logical obstacle left to convince the Hebrews that YHWH was capable of answering their cries and delivering them from Egypt. No
power on earth or in heaven was greater than the power of the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
The Peek Behind the Curtain
When Moses asks God to send someone else, God says, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well.
Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart” (Ex. 4:14 ESV). Notice that the verb used, “is
coming,” is a present tense verb, not a future tense verb. God does not say, “Aaron will come to meet you.” Aaron is on his way! This is
a tantalizing peek at God’s sovereignty even over this whole episode with Moses. God is not surprised by Moses’ objections, nor even
by his refusal to participate. God has provided beforehand exactly what Moses would need to get with the plan.

Trust and Obey
The hymn “Trust and Obey” was written by John H. Sammis in 1887. Sammis (1846–1919) was a Presbyterian minister who taught at
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. He wrote over one hundred hymns, many dealing with the topics of trust and obedience.
Trust and Obey
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.
Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.
But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.
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Lesson 5 Guide: God Prepares His Leader
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 4:18–5:21:


Obedience is part of every Christian’s sanctification process.



Obedience is often difficult and messy. Sometimes it gets harder before it gets better. We must stay the course in trust and
obedience knowing that God is faithful.

Discussion & Study Questions
Discussion Questions
The discussion questions are intended to get the group thinking about times in their own experience which may parallel, in some
aspects, the text of this lesson. The situation for the Hebrews in Egypt was already desperate at the end of chapter 1. Forty years later,
at the end of chapter 2, the people are groaning and crying out for rescue. Forty more years go by before Moses and Aaron show up
with great news: God has heard the cries and has sent them to lead the people out of Egypt. But after their first meeting with Pharaoh,
things don’t get better as promised—they get even worse! But this is all part of God’s plan to magnify His name in the eyes of both the
Hebrews and the Egyptians and then in all the earth.
From our own experiences, it is often hard to maintain trust in God’s sovereign plan when events are going from bad to worse. But in
hindsight, with a little directed reflection, we can learn to see and appreciate the hand of God working throughout the entire process.
Our recognition of His past faithfulness should strengthen our ability and our resolve to hope and trust in His faithfulness in every
future situation.

Study Questions
The study questions under What Do You See?, What Does It Mean?, and How Do I Use This Knowledge? on the second page of Lesson
5 are fairly straightforward. The main ideas to draw out in the group discussion from the text to application are the following:


Obedience is important in both private and public life. God demands obedience from Moses regarding the circumcision of his
son before he allows Moses to become a public leader. Likewise, Paul stipulates that a man who seeks to become an overseer
of a local church body should already show obedience in the private context of his own family.



Ultimately, obedience is part of our sanctification process between justification and glorification. Through obedience, we
grow into the likeness of Christ and follow the example He set for us while on earth. Paul also states in Romans 1:5 that our
obedience works for the sake of Christ’s name among all the nations. Ultimately, it’s not about us!



We must guard our minds and our hearts from being defeated by opposition resulting from our obedience. God does not call
us to be “fair-weather” believers.

Narrative Chronology
We know that ancient authors did not follow strictly chronological narratives in the same way we tend to do today. In the latter part of
Exodus 4, during the part of the story when Moses is on his way back to Egypt, verse 27 states, “The LORD said to Aaron, ‘Go into the
wilderness to meet Moses.’ So he went and met him at the mountain of God…” (ESV). But we know from earlier in the story, when
Moses asked God at the burning bush to send someone else, God told him, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he
can speak well. Behold he is coming out to meet you…” (verse 14 ESV). This is when Moses was still at the mountain of God. Verse 27
seems to be a reminder that Aaron was instructed by God to come and find Moses, but that instruction from God happened even
before Moses asked God to send someone else.
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Lesson 6 Guide: God Reveals His Sovereign Hand
Objectives
What we should learn in this study of Exodus 5:22–7:7:


God is sovereign. He is the prime mover of all events. He can, does, and will fulfill all His purposes.



God makes Himself known for His glory, both to His chosen people and to His enemies.



God is both God Almighty and YHWH, the covenant Redeemer.

Discussion & Study Questions
Discussion Questions
Some of the definitions of sovereign per Merriam-Webster:
noun:
 one possessing or held to possess supreme political power
 one that exercises supreme authority within a limited sphere
 an acknowledged leader
adjective:
 possessed of supreme power
 unlimited in extent; absolute
 enjoying autonomy; independent

Study Questions

What Do You See?
In Exodus 6:3, God says that He made Himself known to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but not as YHWH, the name He
has now revealed to Moses and the Hebrews in Egypt. He made covenant promises to the patriarchs; He will now fulfill the land
promises by redeeming the descendants of the patriarchs from slavery in Egypt.
Sandwiched in between the repeated statement, “I am the LORD,” God makes seven “I will” declarations in verses 6–8:




I am the LORD (6).
1) I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians (6).
2) I will deliver you from slavery to them (6).
3) I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment (6).
4) I will take you to be my people (7).
5) I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God who has brought you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians (7).
6) I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob (8).
7) I will give it to you for a possession (8).
I am the LORD (8).

What Does It Mean?
Before Moses, God revealed Himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as “God Almighty.” He remains God Almighty, sovereign over His
creation forever. But through the events of Exodus, He reveals His name YHWH to Moses and the Hebrews, the descendants of the
patriarchs. He redeems them from their slavery and oppression in Egypt and brings them to Canaan, fulfilling His promise to their
forefathers.
Before Moses, God generally refers to Himself along these lines: “I am the God of your fathers, and I will bless you and your
descendants.” (See, for example, Gen. 26:1–5, 26:24, 28:13–16, and 46:2–4.) But after Exodus, God generally refers to Himself in a quite
different way, more along these lines: “I am the God who brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from slavery to be a people
for me.” (See Ex. 20:1–3, 29:45–46; Lev. 19:35–37; Num. 15:40–41; Deut. 5:6; Judg. 2:1–2, 6:7–10; 1 Sam. 10:18; Ps. 81:10; Hosea 13:4;
Amos 2:10; Micah 6:3–4.)
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God Is Sovereign over All
In his book Doctrine Matters, John Piper included the following thoughts on God’s sovereignty (all Bible quotes are from the ESV):
God has the rightful authority, the freedom, the wisdom, and the power to bring about everything that he intends
to happen. And therefore, everything he intends to come about does come about. Which means: God plans and
governs all things….
The extent of God’s sovereignty may be overwhelming for you. It is for me. And when we’re confronted with this
truth we all face a choice: will we turn from our objections and praise his power and grace, and bow with glad
submission to the absolute sovereignty of God? Or will we stiffen our neck and resist him?
Will we see in the sovereignty of God our only hope for life in our deadness, our only hope for answers to our
prayers, our only hope for success in our evangelism, our only hope for meaning in our suffering? Or will we insist
that there is a better hope, or no hope? That’s the question we will face.
… You should vote in political elections—on the candidates and on the amendments. But let there be no manexalting illusion as though mere human beings will be the decisive cause in any victory or loss. God alone will have
that supreme role. “He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; … the Most High rules the
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will” (Daniel 2:21; 4:17).
And whoever the next president is, he will not be sovereign. He will be governed. And we should pray for him that
he would know this: “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will”
(Proverbs 21:1). And when he engages in foreign affairs he will not be decisive. God will. “The Lord brings the
counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever,
the plans of his heart to all generations” (Psalm 33:10–11).
When nations came to do their absolute worst, namely the murder of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, they had not
slipped out of God’s control, but were doing his sweetest bidding at their worst moment: “Truly in this city there
were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take
place” (Acts 4:27–28). The worst sin that ever happened was in God’s plan, and by that sin, sin died.
—John Piper
Doctrine Matters
William Gurnall was a pastor in England who wrote The Christian in Complete Armour, published in three volumes from 1655–1662. In
The Christian in Complete Armour, he made the following observation on God’s name of Almighty: “Now man may be called wise,
merciful, mighty: God only, all-wise, all-merciful, almighty; so that when we leave out this syllable all, we nickname God, and call him
by his creature's name.”
The following was included in Lesson 5, but is applicable here in Lesson 6 as well:
The essence of the conflict between Pharaoh and Yahweh was the issue of sovereignty. Sovereignty refers to
supreme power and authority. Regarding God, it refers to the fact that He has supreme power and authority,
more than any other entity. Sovereignty does not specify how one exercises supreme power and authority.
Specifically, it does not mean that God exercises His sovereignty by controlling everything that happens directly.
Scripture reveals that this is not how He exercises His sovereignty. Rather He allows people some freedom yet
maintains supreme power and authority.
—Thomas Constable
Constable’s Notes on the Old Testament
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Lesson 7 Guide: God Authenticates His Leader
Objectives
What we should learn in this study:


God is sovereign; we should have no other gods (idols) before Him.



Even Christians struggle with God’s authority and worship idols.



We should repent of our idolatry.

Discussion Questions
The discussion questions are intended to help participants understand that idolatry is not just an Old Testament issue or a nonbeliever
issue. Idolatry can be subtle, and it creeps into our lives in many ways. The goal of the discussion is to (1) guide participants to an
understanding of the different types of idols that are common among believers and (2) help participants identify and acknowledge
their own struggles with idolatry.
God’s authority goes hand in hand with idolatry. In order to worship an idol, it is necessary to reject God’s authority over some area of
our lives.

Study Questions—The Sign (Exodus 7:8–13)
Pharaoh asked Moses and Aaron to perform a miracle to prove their divine authority. God told them to have Aaron throw his staff
before Pharaoh, and it would become a serpent.
Serpents
Serpents were an important symbol of power and authority in Egypt. The goddess Wadjet—represented by an
Egyptian cobra—was the patron and protector of the country, the pharaohs, and all other deities. Wadjet was closely
associated with the goddess Nekhbet, depicted as a vulture, who held unified Egypt together. When the image of
Wadjet is paired with the sun disk, it is called the uraeus, which is an emblem of Egyptian rulers. It was often
incorporated into the crowns, thrones, and jewelry of Egyptian rulers to signify their supernatural power and
protection.
When Aaron’s staff became a serpent, it suggested to Pharaoh that God was the protector of His people.
The magicians were able to repeat the miracle, but the superiority of Israel’s God is demonstrated when
Aaron’s staff swallowed their staffs.
Magicians
The wise men (i.e. magicians) were respected members of the priestly class in Egypt. (See Gen. 41:8.) These were not slight-of-hand
artists who relied on illusion and trickery to perform their miracles; rather, the power of their gods depended on their “secret arts”, or
occult practices. (See Gen. 7:11.) In other words, their power to do miracles came from Satan and demonic powers.
This miracle should have been sufficient to convince Pharaoh of God’s authority, but instead he chose to harden his heart. Since
Pharaoh refused to listen, God sent the ten plagues upon Egypt.
What we refer to as the ten “plagues” were actually judgments designed to authenticate Moses as God’s
messenger and his message as God’s message. Their ultimate purpose was to reveal the greatness of the power
and authority of God to the Egyptians (7:10–12:36) in order to bring Pharaoh and the Egyptians into subjection to
God.
—J. Dwight Pentecost
Thy Kingdom Come
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Study Questions—The Plagues (Exodus 7:14–9:12)
The Purpose of the Plagues
The plagues served several specific purposes.
Manifestation of God’s Judgment
The plagues were an act of judgment against Pharaoh for his refusal to obey God and were intended to persuade Pharaoh to obey God.
God foretold his plan to Moses in Exodus 3:18–20:
When you, along with the elders of Israel, must go to the king of Egypt and say to him: Yahweh, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us. Now please let us go on a three-day trip into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to
Yahweh our God. However, I know that the king of Egypt will not allow you to go, unless he is forced by a strong
hand. I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles that I will perform in it. After that, he will let
you go.
—Exodus 3:18–20 (HCSB)
The plagues were an act of judgment against the nation of Egypt for their cruel enslavement of the Israelites. In Genesis, God foretold
that Israel would be enslaved and oppressed in a foreign land for 400 years, and that He would judge their oppressors:
Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know this for certain: Your offspring will be foreigners in a land that does not
belong to them; they will be enslaved and oppressed 400 years. However, I will judge the nation they serve, and
afterward they will go out with many possessions.
—Genesis 15:13–14 (HCSB)
The plagues were an act of judgment on the gods of Egypt and, by extension, those who worshipped them.
“I am Yahweh; I will execute judgments against all the gods of Egypt.” —Exodus 12:12 (HCSB)
“Meanwhile, the Egyptians were burying every firstborn male the Lord had struck down among them, for
the Lord had executed judgment against their gods.” —Numbers 33:4 (HCSB)
Demonstration of God’s Power and Authority
The plagues were intended to demonstrate God’s power and authority, and YHWH was certainly targeting Pharaoh and the Egyptians
with these demonstrations. However, there is evidence that many of the Israelites were worshipping Egyptian gods. (See Josh. 24:14.).
Thus, it is likely that the plagues were also intended to remind the Israelites of God’s sovereignty.
All of the plagues involved natural occurrences that would not have seemed particularly unusual to the Egyptians. They were often
pestered by frogs, gnats, and flies. Diseases and the death of livestock were common calamities. Even pollution in the Nile, darkness,
and death would not seem particularly unusual to most Egyptians. Egyptians attributed such events to their various gods who
controlled the forces of nature.
The intensity and scope of the plagues, however, was beyond what that Egyptians had ever experienced or could imagine. God
designed the plagues to teach the Egyptians that He alone (YHWH) controls the forces of nature. Several aspects of the plagues
provide evidence of their miraculous nature:


Intensification—Some of the plagues were naturally-occurring phenomena that God supernaturally intensified (i.e. all the
water—even in the clay pots—was polluted; the land was covered with frogs, etc.);
 Prediction—Moses set the time for some of the plagues;
 Discrimination—some of the plagues afflicted only Egyptians (i.e. the Israelites were supernaturally exempted); and
 Orderliness—the severity of the plagues progressively increased.
With each plague, YHWH was demonstrating His power and authority. They were a rebuttal to Pharaoh’s responses and proved that
Israel’s God alone was Lord.
Pharaoh will not listen to you, but I will put My hand on Egypt and bring the divisions of My people the Israelites
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. The Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh when I stretch out
My hand against Egypt, and bring out the Israelites from among them.
—Exodus 7:4–5 (HCSB)
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Resistance
Pharaoh’s resistance comes as no surprise, either to Moses or to the reader. God had foretold the necessity of the plagues (Ex. 3:18–20)
and that Pharaoh would resist (Ex. 7:4–5).
God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart
While it is no surprise that Pharaoh hardened his own heart, some find it surprising that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 9:12). It is
helpful to remember that the story of the plagues is but one small piece of God’s plan for redemption that is woven throughout
Scripture. While God’s purpose in this episode is to deliver Israel from bondage in Egypt, His purpose is also to demonstrate his
authority over all Egyptians gods, so that some might come to a believing faith in Him. The fact that some Egyptians apparently fled
with Israel gives substance to the possibility that some Egyptians became believers. God is sovereign and He orchestrates the events of
our lives to achieve His purpose.
The ultimate purpose of God’s actions was His own glory (verse 5). The glory of God was at stake. The Egyptians
would acknowledge God’s faithfulness and sovereign power in delivering the Israelites from their bondage and
fulfilling their holy calling. God’s intention was to bless the Egyptians through Israel (Gen. 12:3), but Pharaoh
would make that impossible by his stubborn refusal to honor God. Nevertheless the Egyptians would
acknowledge Yahweh’s sovereignty.
—Thomas Constable
Notes on Exodus
Please notice the biggest idea here: God is sovereign. God is in charge. The balance of responsibility under God’s
oversight is fascinating. Ten times the book of Exodus tells us that Pharaoh hardened his own heart; ten other
times, the text declares that God hardened Pharaoh’s) heart. In Romans 9, the Apostle Paul uses this as an
example of God’s inscrutable will. Paul says that God’s sovereignty cannot be limited, but neither can it be boxed
in. God mercifully allows people to respond to Him; and He holds them accountable, even as He is completely in
charge. Both are true! God hardens Pharaoh’s heart, AND Pharaoh refuses God’s word on his own. It is both!
—Wayne Braudrick
God Prepares His Leader; Way Out series
Note the pattern of Pharaoh’s heart being hardened:



God hardens Pharaoh’s heart (10 times)—Exodus 4:21, 7:3, 9:12, 10:1, 10:20, 10:27, 11:10, 14:4, 14:8, 14:17.
Pharaoh hardens his own heart (10 times)—Exodus 7:13, 7:14, 7:22, 8:15, 8:19, 8:32, 9:7, 9:34, 9:35, 13:15.

Pharaoh’s Objections
Pharaoh may have found the petition to release the Israelites for three days so that they could worship their God in the wilderness
especially irksome for two principal reasons. First, he would not be inclined to acknowledge the existence of some other God,
especially since he, himself, was regarded as a god. Pharaoh contemptuously dismissed YHWH as one more obscure Semitic “godling.”
Second, religious observances necessitated a “day off”; and there seem to have already been a sufficient number of religious holidays
and festivals on which no work was done. Pharaoh perceived Moses’ request as just an excuse to be idle.

The Specific Plagues
Each of the plagues was meant to demonstrate God’s authority and superiority over the Egyptian gods. See the table on the next page
for an overview of the plagues discussed in this lesson.
Patterns
As one views the first nine plagues as a whole, there are distinct patterns in them.
The plagues can be grouped into a series of three contests, each composed of three plagues. The level of pain and destruction
increases progressively. The first three plagues produce discomfort; the next three bring about greater damage or destruction; the
last three produce the added dimensions of dread and despair.




The first plague of each series (plagues 1, 4, and 7) begins with the expression “in the morning.”
The first two plagues of each series (1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8) come with a warning, but the last plague of each sequence (3, 6, and 9)
comes unannounced and without the warnings of the others.
In the first series of plagues (1–3), the staff is stretched out by Aaron. In the second series (4–6), no staff is used. In the third
series (7–9) Moses uses his staff.
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THE PLAGUES (1-6)
Plague No. 1—Water Turned to Blood (Exodus 7:14–24)
Warning
Context

Pharaoh warned as he went to the Nile in the morning



The Nile represented Egyptian power and prosperity; turning it to blood symbolized the
death of Egypt.
Pharaoh used the Nile to kill the Hebrew boys 80 years ago; this is a reminder of the horrific
deaths that occurred there.

Application to
Egyptian Gods





Hapi, bull god of Nile (often depicted as a crocodile)
Isis, goddess of Nile
Khnua, ram god of Nile

Results





Magicians duplicated.
People dug along Nile for water, but all the canals and tributaries were turned to blood.
Pharaoh refused to listen.

Plague No. 2—Frogs (Exodus 8:1–15)
Warning

Pharaoh told that YHWH says “Let My people go, or else …”

Context



The plague of frogs is surely a grim reminder of how the Egyptians didn’t protect the
Hebrew babies. The terrible crimes from 80 years before have finally come home.

Application to
Egyptian Gods



Heqet, goddess of birth, depicted as a frog head





Magicians duplicated.
Pharaoh asks Moses to remove the frogs, and he will let the people go.
Pharaoh sets the time for frogs to die. Moses petitions God, and they die at the prescribed
time.
Pharaoh hardened his heart.

Results



Plague No. 3—Insects (Exodus 8:16–19)
Warning

None

Context



Application to
Egyptian Gods
Results



The Hebrew word kinnim means “annoying insects” and could refer to gnats, lice, sand
fleas, or mosquitoes.
The frogs invaded their homes, but the insects afflicted their bodies and animals.



Set, god of desert




Magicians could not duplicate and told Pharaoh “This is the finger of God.”
The magicians credited God (Elohim), not YHWH; they were willing to acknowledge a
supernatural origin but refused to ascribe the miracle to the God of Israel.
Pharaoh refused to listen and hardened his heart.
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Plague No. 4—Flies (Exodus 8:20–32)
Warning

Pharaoh warned as he went out for water in the morning

Context





Time specified (tomorrow).
The land was ruined.
Goshen (where the Hebrews live) is specifically exempted from this plague.

Application to
Egyptian Gods




Re, sun god
Uatchit, possibly represented by fly

Results





Pharaoh reaches an agreement with Moses allowing the people to go and sacrifice.
Pharaoh asks Moses to make an appeal for him .
Pharaoh hardens his heart and withdraws his agreement.

Plague No. 5—Disease of Livestock (Exodus 9:1–7)
Warning

Pharaoh warned “If you refuse to let the people go, then…”

Context





Time specified (tomorrow).
All the Egyptian livestock in the field died.
The livestock of the Hebrews is specifically exempted from this plague.

Application to
Egyptian Gods




Apis, the fertility god, represented by a bull
Hathor, goddess with cow head

Results




Pharaoh sent messengers to confirm that none of the Hebrews’ livestock died.
Pharaoh hardened his heart.

Plague No. 6 – Boils (Exodus 9:8–12)
Warning

None

Context

Furnace soot tossed in the air causes festering boils.

Application to
Egyptian Gods




Sekhmet, goddess over disease
Sunu, pestilence god

Results




Magicians were afflicted and could not stand before Moses.
The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart.
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