The Biblical Covenants
Covenant = An unchangeable, divinely
imposed legal agreement between God and
man that stipulates the conditions of the
relationship.

NOT Covenant Theology

1. Covenant of Works
2. Covenant of Grace
3. Covenant of Redemption

NOT Covenant Theology
1. Covenant of Works - With Adam
salvation was based on works/merit.
Adam failed this covenant. Jesus
comes and fulfills the covenant of
works on behalf of the elect.

2. Covenant of Grace - After Adam
salvation is still based on works but
people can no longer be saved on their
own efforts. The elect need to be saved
by grace by believing in Jesus who
fulfills the covenant of works on behalf
of those who believe.

3. Covenant of Redemption (?) - The
members of the Trinity covenant
together before time to save the
elect with each member of the
Trinity having a role in their
salvation.

A true “covenant” theology should start
with the actual biblical covenants:
1. Noahic
2. Abrahamic
3. Israelite/Siniatic/Mosaic
4. Priestly
5. Davidic
6. New Covenant

Noahic Covenant
!Gen 9:9-17 — “Now behold, I Myself do establish My
covenant with you, and with your descendants after
you; and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you;
of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the
earth. I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh
shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood,
neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am
making between Me and you and every living creature that
is with you, for all successive generations; I set My bow in
the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between
Me and the earth. It shall come about, when I bring a cloud
over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, and I
will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you
and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall
the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.

When the bow is in the cloud, then I will
look upon it, to remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth. And
God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant which I have established between
Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Abrahamic Covenant
Interpretation of this covenant affects one’s
view of:
! eschatology
! view of the nation of Israel
! view of the Church
! and for some the view of paedobaptism

Genesis 12:1-3
1
Now the LORD said to Abram,
“Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s house,
To the land which I will show you;
2 And I will make you a great nation,
And I will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing;

Gen 12:7 — The LORD appeared to Abram and said,
“To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built
an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him.
Gen 15:18 — On that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given
this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great
river, the river Euphrates

Gen 17:1-8
1 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD
appeared to Abram and said to him,
“I am God Almighty;
Walk before Me, and be blameless.
2 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you,
And I will multiply you exceedingly.”
3 Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying,
4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,

5 No longer shall your name be called Abram,
But your name shall be Abraham;
For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.
6 I have made you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of
you, and kings will come forth from you.
7 I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.
8 I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession; and I will be their God.”

Abraham does not promise anything, nor
does God require him to. God promises:
1. Individual promises to Abraham
2. National promises to Abraham’s
descendants—Israel
3. Universal promises to the nations

1. Special Natural Seed — Physical descendants
of Abraham through the line of promise of Isaac
and Jacob. (Ethnic Jews).
2. Natural Seed — Physical descendants of
Abraham through Hagar and Keturah (non-Jews).
3. Spiritual Seed — All Jews and Gentiles who
believe in God through faith (Gal 3:29).
4. Ultimate Seed — Jesus (Gal 3:16).

Is the Abrahamic Covenant unconditional?
1.

The covenant is made with no conditions given.

2.

The AC was solemnized by the unilateral act of God
passing through the animal pieces (Gen. 15:7-21).
Abraham did not pass through the pieces. This shows
that God, not Abraham, is the One responsible for the
ultimate fulfillment of the AC.

3.

The AC is an "eternal and everlasting covenant".

4. Later confirmations of the covenant are given in the
midst of apostasy (see Jer. 16:15)
"As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel
from the land of the north and from all the countries
where He had banished them.’ For I will restore them
to their own land which I gave to their fathers.”
5. The New Testament declares that the AC is immutable
(Heb. 6:13-18 with Gen. 15:8-21).

6. The unconditional nature of the AC means that
God will bring the fulfillment of the covenant. This
does not mean that every person or generation will
experience the benefits of this covenant since a
person or group’s relationship to the covenant is
based on faith. Thus, there can be a conditional
element to an unconditional covenant. God will
fulfill the AC, but one’s connection with the
blessings of the AC is based on faith.

Mosaic (Israelite) Covenant
! "God's revelation of the law to Israel was a supreme act of grace
and a unique sign of privilege" (Block).
! Exodus 19:5-Deuteronomy 30
! “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the
peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that
you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” (Ex 19:5-6)

!Based on the covenant with Abraham.
!But the MC is made with the generation of Israel
going into the land and following, NOT with
their fathers.

○ “The LORD did not make this
covenant with our fathers, but with
us, with all those of us alive here
today.” (Deut 5:3)

!MC was a divinely instituted rule of life mediated
through Moses to govern God's covenant people,
Israel in Canaan.
!It regulated their common, everyday conduct.... The
Mosaic code of laws included:
○ the commandments (Ex. 20:1-17),
○ the ordinances stipulating the Israelites' social
life (21:1--23:33),
○ and those directing Israel's worship (25:1¬31:18).

! The Mosiac law was given to Israel, not the Gentiles.
○ "Write down these words, for in accordance with these
words I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel" (Ex. 34:27).
○ “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
sons of Israel” (Exodus 19:3).
! The Mosaic Law revealed God's character to Israel.
"I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to
○
be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy" (Lev.
11:45). God's character is the basis for the entire law

!The Mosaic Law does not save anyone.
○ “By the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.”(Gal
2:16)
○ "Under law" for Old Testament saints meant they were
under it as a rule of life. They followed the Mosaic Law not
for salvation but for sanctification.
!The MC did not nullify the AC.
○ “What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four
hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a
covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the
promise.” (Gal 3:17)

