
May 1, 2020 

 

Dear GBC Family, 

As you know, over the course of the last year we have been planning the celebration of GBC’s 

25th anniversary with great joy. Our hearts have been growing in excitement for 

a special weekend of focusing our praise on God for the unique demonstration of His power 

and grace we have all been witness to at Grace Bible Church over these last 25 years. We’ve 

been looking forward to Shane & Shane, we sold tickets to the concert, we’ve invited our 

former pastors and made plans to bring our current missionaries home, and we’ve been 

gathering your testimonies to share in a joyful reflection on God’s work in and through GBC.  

And then we had a public health crisis. Which currently we are still feeling the restrictions 

from.  

When Covid-19 began, we simply could not imagine that we would be doing church away 

from each other at all, let alone for months. Or that the church doors would be locked while 

we were ordered to stay at home. Or that we would cancel all in person events for two 

months. And while the stay at home order is being lifted and life will slowly return to normal, 

we also need to consider what is best in regard to our 25th anniversary celebration. Especially 

in light of the understandable ambiguity of recent direction given by our government. 

 As your shepherds we have the privilege and obligation to make sure we are moving forward 

in a way that is best for your souls, wise for your safety, reasonable to our authorities, and 

most importantly honoring to our Savior.  

We want to share with you three concerns that are guiding our decisions regarding our 

anniversary weekend.  

1) The consideration of our witness in regard to our surrounding community. There is a 

possibility that, although the absolute restriction and ban on large public gatherings might be 

lifted before the anniversary (at the earliest June 15th according to Governor Kelly’s address 

last evening), there still may be “recommendations” or a general caution against or even an 

unofficial public sentiment that is opposed to the notion of large gatherings well into the 

summer. While we don’t want to bow to people’s opinions or the culture’s fear-driven 

concerns, we also do not want to merit the reputation of being careless or insensitive to things 

like communicative diseases and in doing so, negatively impact our credibility and testimony 

within the community. The moment gather limit bans are lifted; church is on (albeit likely 

modified in some respects). BUT, brothers and sisters, jam packing 500 people into the worship 

center for a concert is not church. And cramming 500 people into standing room only space 

less than a week after the restrictions are removed seems to display an inappropriate hubris.  



2) The consideration of sheep within our own body. There are those in our congregation who 

are and should be more sensitive to concerns surrounding the COVID-19 virus and will not 

feel comfortable coming back into society at large and participating in mass gatherings by the 

weekend of June 20th. We all view the concerns differently, and as a body, we must be 

considerate of each other and honor one another - pursuing the preferences of one another, 

seeking to serve each other, viewing the laying down of our rights as an opportunity to love 

one another. It would be a shame to throw such a large celebration in which a significant part 

of our congregation would not be able to participate. Especially when much of what God has 

done here at GBC has been through our seasoned saints who have given their lives to serve 

Him, and likely, many of them would wisely not be able to attend. While we may be 

disappointed in that prospect, we must joyfully bear with one another, show honor to one 

another, and love one another.  

3) Lastly, we consider the amount of money that we will save in light of uncertain financial 

times. With the rapidly changing economic circumstances brought about by the Covid-19 

virus over the last few months, we want to be wise with the finances God has asked us to 

steward. On the whole, giving at Grace Bible Church has, by God’s grace, remained very 

similar to before the pandemic. However, our economy may not see that same trend. There 

may be in all our futures, financial sacrifices we need to make. We would not want to ask 

brothers and sisters to sacrifice more than they already do so that we could enjoy a 

celebration. Once the reality of our society becomes less volatile, we will feel more comfortable 

using our finances in that fashion. 

 

So, as you may have guessed by now, we have decided to postpone the 25th anniversary 

celebration. Postpone, not cancel. In June 2021, we will celebrate our 26th anniversary, and by 

God’s grace, we will do so with ever more thanksgiving for all He has brought us through in 

our 25th year. While 26 is not the traditional year to throw a big celebration, we will throw one 

anyway. We are working with Shane & Shane to, Lord willing, reschedule for June 2021, and 

we—again—will plan to have an open house with our former pastors and missionaries, 

followed by a concert on Saturday night and a worship service Sunday morning. As soon as 

those dates are set, we will let you know.  

For those of you who purchased tickets to this year’s concert, we will start over. All tickets 

purchased for the Shane & Shane concert this June will be refunded to you, and next February 

we will sell tickets again in much the same way. If you purchased tickets electronically, you 

will automatically receive a refund in the next 15 business days. If you purchased tickets with 

cash or check at the church, you will receive a check in the mail in the next 15 business days. 

The sobering and exciting truth to this pandemic is what we should have already had burning 

in our hearts. Paul, sitting in jail, reminded the Philippians that “our citizenship is in heaven, 

and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be 

like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” This 

season of quarantine coming to an end is not our hope. The fizzle of this virus is not our hope. 



In truth, coming together again as a body, as wonderful as that will be, is not our hope. Coming 

together as a body is a shadow of our true hope, eternity, together in Christ, with one another, 

transformed, glorified—perfect.  

May we rejoice soon, together. But may this time apart stir a hunger not just for the normal of 

GBC life, but for the infinite joy that awaits our eternal fellowship with our perfect God.  

The moment restrictions are lifted, we will have church together, in person, as a body, and 

that will be an especially sweet, poignant, deeply worshipful time. If we are allowed to be 

together on our 25th anniversary, we will have a picnic—we will do what we can to celebrate. 

But we will, with thanksgiving, save the rest for next year.  

That said, with the rapidly evolving recommendations for gatherings, expect a plan next week 

on how to slowly integrate fellowship back into the life of Grace Bible Church. We have 

reviewed a document for Nonprofits from the Reno Country Economic Recovery Team, 

published this morning, that is designed to provide guidance for us. In that document, which 

has not yet been officially approved, there appears to be a gradual increase of our maximum 

occupancy. Because God has blessed us with such a great number in our body, we will need to 

be strategic in how we meet together, when we meet together, where we meet together and 

with whom. The good news is, it appears face to face GraceGroups, and similar meetings are on 

the not so distant horizon. Let’s be thankful our government is trying to care for us and be 

found faithful to be praying for our leaders at all levels.  

But. We. Simply. Can’t. Wait.  

When we all get to be together again as a body, what a special time that will be to rejoice in our 

King.  

 Until then, cling to Him and trust Him to care for you!  

 For Him,  

Your Shepherds 

 

 


