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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
Merry Christmas to one and all!
 
There are some great Christmas scenes in 
the movies. You think of It’s A Wonderful 
Life, with George Bailey running through 
the snow, waving his arms around, broke 
and happy as a clam. Or there’s that 
marvelous moment in A Christmas Story 
where the dogs break into the house, steal 
the holiday turkey, and the whole family 
goes out for Chinese!
 
Maybe your favorite comes in the cartoon 
where Charlie Brown cries aloud for 
someone to tell him what Christmas is all 
about, and Linus takes center stage and 
recites the story from the Gospel of Luke by 
heart. How’s that for Christmas?
 
People like to talk about how beautiful it 
is to have a white Christmas, but the real 
question is whether we will have a Jesus 
Christmas. The gifts, the music, the tree, the 
decorations, the big dinner, the fruitcake, 
and all the other things that make this 
such a fun time are good. But they all must 
point, in one way or the other, to the one 
thing: Jesus. 

 “In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole empire 
should be registered. This first registration 
took place while Quirinius was governing 
Syria. So everyone went to be registered, 
each to his own town. Joseph also went 
up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and family line of David, to be registered 
along with Mary, who was engaged to 
him and was pregnant. While they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 
Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, 
and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 

laid him in a manger, because there was 
no guest room available for them. In the 
same region, shepherds were staying out 
in the fields and keeping watch at night 
over their flock. Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Don’t 
be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the 
people: Today in the city of David a Savior 
was born for you, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:1–11, CSB)  
 
Now that’s a scene worth remembering.
 
I hope to see you all at either the Christmas 
Eve service at 5:00 PM or our Christmas 
Davy service at 10:30 AM.
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FROM THE WORSHIP PASTOR: ADVENT
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NEXTGEN MINISTRY
Blessed Assurance … Jesus is mine! The 
legendary Fanny Crosby was listening to a 
tune that a friend was working on and this 
lyric came to mind. Little did she know that 
this would be one of the most historic and 
widely used hymns in our churches today. I 
often wonder when an artist is composing 
a song or writing its words that they ever 
dream to one day be remembered for 
the work they had done. Through the 
Holy Spirit, God did just that with Fanny 
as she was one that will always come to 
mind when speaking of hymns. One of the 
more beautiful things is that Fanny was a 
devote Methodist and through the entire 
Christian faith, her songs have spoken to 
the unbeliever and have grown the faith of 
the already believing. Blessed assurance 
will continue to be song in Christ church 
and will continue to show His beauty and 
wonder. 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God

Born of his Spirit, washed in His blood
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long
Perfect submission, perfect delight

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight
Angels descending bring from above

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long
Praising my Savior all the day long

The words above echo the majesty of Jesus, 
the victory believers have in Him, and the 
story of what it truly means to accept 
the free grace of His love and what they 
grace was paid in. Blessed assurance as 

the ongoing and main theme from the 
perspective of the believer. When you are 
able to look at the words of the hymn, you 
see that main theme is focused on what 
Jesus as done for the world and how that 
plays into the story of the believer. The 
blessed assurance can even be viewed as a 
promise that is given by God to His people. 
This promise that is given from God to His 
people is in fact His Son Jesus who is mine! 
This eternal security that comes from Jesus 
is given to His followers as a sign that once 
you come to faith in Him, you are eternally 
secure when you come to know Him. It 
seems that this hymn is written to the 
already believing person who has already 
come to know Jesus. 

Let us walk through life holding onto these 
words and understand that if you follow 
Jesus then He is yours and you are His. 

Peace and Blessings
J.J. 
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First, on October 26th, the church voted in a 
Special Called Family Meeting to establish 
a Building Taskforce Team. As voted on, 
TaskForce will evaluate the current facilities 
and the proposed renovation of the children's 
wing. The evaluation will determine if 
spending significant monies on the existing 
buildings is a wise and God-honoring plan 
for the church in the long run or should the 
church rethink new construction for the 
future. 

The Leadership Team, the old Church 
Council, has asked the following individuals 
who have agreed to serve on this Taskforce. 

Jenny Jean Downing, Garland Gillum, Lanny 
Miller,  Ben Quinn, Treva Shirley, and Charles 
Townsend.

This group will be voted on in our Family 
Meeting on December 7th. Please pray for 
wisdom and direction as this team evaluates 
our building. 

Second, an important issue is the church's 
Constitution and By-laws. The current 
Constitution and By-laws are outdated, and 
elements are missing from it that are vital 
in today's culture that would help save and 
guard the church in matters of marriage 
and the role of family.

At the Family meeting, the following 
individuals have agreed to serve on the 
Constitution and By-laws team. Terry 
Durham, Judy Duvall, and Chris Witt. The 
group will work with the Church Law Institute 
attorney Brian Schuette, a Managing 
Partner at Schuette Law Group of Bowling 
Green. 

Both groups are essential for the church 
as we seek to honor God in ministering to 
those in our community. Please pray God 
continues to guide us as we seek to make 
much of Him.

TWO THINGS OF IMPORTANCE
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Please notify the church office of errors or exclusions. 

December BIRTHDAYS  

OCTOBER 2022
General Receipts....................................    $35,080
Shaping the Future  ................................    24,748
Building Fund ..............................................           1040
Average Worship Attendance .........          125

CALENDAR
Dec 4 .............. GBC Kids Frosty Fest, 4:30pm
Dec 4 .........................Christmas Caroling, 5pm
Dec 6 .......................... Women on Mission 2pm
............................................................ Highland Ridge
Dec 7 ................................  Family Meeting, 6pm
Dec 13 ..................................Trailblazers, 11:30am
Dec 13 ...................Men's Wing Thing, 5:30pm
Dec 14 ......... Student Christmas Party, 6pm
Dec 18 .................................A Thrill of Hope, 6pm
Dec 24 ............ Christmas Eve Worship, 5pm
Dec 25 ...........................Worship Only, 10:30am

(No Sunday School)

Howard Simpson .......  
12/1
Boone Hatton ............... 12/3
Brenda Coats ................ 12/4
Runell Davis ................... 12/7
Cora Bradford ............... 12/9
Bonita Elmore .............. 12/9
Jasmine Beauchamp 
12/10
John Ramsey ................ 12/10
LInda Martin ................. 12/13
Henry Royse ................... 12/13

Carl Coop ......................... 12/14
Melinda Owens ........... 12/14
Joy Chidester ................. 12/16
Helen Tinsley ................. 12/16
Nora Smith ..................... 12/17
Amy Stephens .............. 12/17
Lauren Witt .................... 12/17
Jaden Stephens  ......... 12/18
Harold Armstrong  .... 12/19
Matt Walker ................... 12/19
Carrie Derossett .......... 12/21
Michael Thomason ... 12/22

Michael Branstetter . 12/24
Jerry Underwood ........ 12/24
Mavis Smith ................... 12/26
Alyssa McNeese .......... 12/27
Avery McNeese ............ 12/27
Harrison Stevens ........ 12/27
Ali Grace Hampton ... 12/29
Linda Williams ............. 12/30
Becky Devers ................. 12/31
Hunter Groves............... 12/31
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