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A few weeks ago, Drew asked us about the morning 
we left the United States to fly to Guatemala to get 
him.  He wanted to hear the story about how I made 
us late, and we missed our flight; I still argue we were 
on time if the airlines had not canceled another flight 
and moved those passengers over to our flight.  

Drew was interested in the story of how Pam reacted 
to our being bumped off our flight to Atlanta. You 
see, how she reacted tells a story. In the same way, 
your life tells a story when you react to how someone 
treats you in a place of business. Your life tells a story 
by the way you treat your waiter at the restaurant. 
Your life and mine are always telling stories. We tell 
a story when we respond to something on social 
media or how we treat our coworkers or neighbors. 
By the way, Pam’s reaction was graceful and assertive 
at the time; her baby was waiting on her. 

The question is what story do you most tell?  Are 
you telling a story of someone who recognizes 
grace or that of judgment?  Do you give people the 
understanding of grace or do you execute judgment 
on them?  Now, you may be thinking I would never 
say anything to the waiter or waitress.  I never 
question my boss to their face.  But the truth is, when 
you do speak about your boss, your neighbor, or the 
waiter are you telling a story of grace or judgment?
In Luke 6:27-36, Jesus is teaching on how to love 

people. In fact, the issue is how to love those with 
whom you are angry or those who are enemies.  
Jesus sums things up by saying, “Just as you want 
others to do for you, do the same for them.” Luke 
6:31.  These are great words we often teach our 
children, but, from time to time, we think we are 
justified to forget them. 

The reality is we are always telling a story. People 
are always watching and looking at how we behave, 
the way we treat our spouse...the way we deal with 
difficult situations publicly...the way we talk about 
others when they are not present. 

As 2021 begins, let’s make sure the story we tell is 
one of grace. Recognizing the grace that we have 
been freely shown is evidenced in our showing 
grace to others. Let’s make sure people know us by 
our love and not by judgments. Let’s let the LIGHT of 
Christ shine through us in 2021. 

For further study and encouragement:  Ephesians 
4:29, Matthew 5:13-16

Because of Christ,

YOUR LIFE TELLS A STORY, 
BUT WHAT STORY DOES IT TELL?
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November 2020
General Receipts.........................................  $39,980 
Shaping the Future ....................................        500
Building Fund ..............................................          1,475
Average Worship Attendance ................         68

At their meeting on January 4, 2021, Deacons voted 
to discontinue the practice of designating a deacon 
as Deacon Emeritus, but this decision shall not 
affect the status of any person who has already been 
so designated.

DEACONS

Looking back into 2020, there have been several 
worship songs that we have brought into common 
use that I think are really good.  Here are a few:

 •   “Jesus”  It starts, “There is a truth older than 
the ages. It is Jesus.”
 •  “No Longer Slaves” with the chorus: “You 
split the seas so I can walk right through it. My fears 
are drowned in perfect love.”
 •     “Living Hope”  The starting phrase reminds 
us that we are hopelessly lost without the amazing 
grace of God as we place our faith in Jesus Christ.
 •      “Whom Shall I Fear”   This chorus encour-
ages us to remember that God has us in the palm 
of His hand. That He is surrounding us, His children, 
with His mighty power and His grace.

These are not psalms. Nor are they hymns. They fall 
in the “spiritual songs” of Colossians 3:16.  Music that 
is useful to sharing the grace of God and the salva-
tion through Jesus Christ our Lord.

On another note… Ordinarily, January would bring 
with it planning for some type of Easter music. There 
are some rough plans for Easter, but only time will 
tell if we are able to rehearse and perform the music. 
Should the virus be sufficiently extinguished that we 
are able to meet almost normally, trust that we will 
communicate as early as possible so that we may 
gather and give God the glory due His name. 

I look forward to what God has in store for us in 2021. 

Happy New Year!

Bro. Greg

MUSIC NOTES

Hey, Church!   Welcome to the New Year, and 
I hope we are going to make it a great one! 
This really cool thing about a New Year is that 
we are able to make changes. We are able to 
try new things and get rid of baggage that 
we may have. There has been a saying over 
the years of ringing in the new year, “New 
year, new me”. This is a great idea!! We all have 
things that we can improve on, get rid of, and 
start new healthy habits. Here are a few ideas 
of new habits that we can all use: 

 1.      Pray more
 2.      Read more scripture
 3.      Sing more praises
 4.      Love people better
 5.      Share the Gospel more 
 6.      LIVE FOR CHRIST  

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old had passed 
away, behold, the new has come”. This New 
Year is your chance to be the person that God 
has always called you to be. It is a chance to be 
the real you and just let go of the reins and let 
God have ultimate control. I am praying that 
we are able to get back to the times that we 
once had at the church and longing for the day 
where masks aren’t a thing anymore, but we 
are going to have to make the best of it. This 
New Year is going to bring a lot of changes 
and new experiences, and I’m so thankful 
that I get to experience these things with you. 
 

God Bless,

J.J.

NEXTGEN MINISTRY
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