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Holidays can be alone time for some people. 
Families cannot travel, loved ones have passed 
away. However, holidays can also be an opportunity 
for people. In fact, the Washington Post in 2018 
did an article on a man who found himself alone. 
For his first Thanksgiving alone in 1985, Macaulay 
was thinking that he would have to heat up a 
frozen turkey dinner and turn on a football game 
to stifle the silence in his apartment. With his 
parents recently divorced and “nobody talking to 
anybody,” he said, “I was looking at a pretty rotten 
Thanksgiving. And I absolutely hate to eat alone.” 

Then Macaulay had an idea: What if he took out 
an ad in the paper and invited 12 strangers to 
join him for Thanksgiving dinner? It seemed like 
a manageable number to host at the First Baptist 
Church he attended—and, yeah, it was a little 
crazy, but it had to be better than being lonely. 

Since those 12 strangers gathered around his 
table for turkey, stuffing, and pumpkin pie 33 
years ago, Macaulay has made his free feast 
an annual event. Macaulay serves 60 to 100 
people each year now. Through the years, he 
has fed plenty of widows, widowers, homeless 
people, and college kids who can’t make it home. 

One year an elderly woman paid $200 for an 
ambulance to drive her to the church from her 
nursing home. She arrived decked out in fancy 
clothes and said she hadn’t been out in seven years. 
She cried when dinner was over. Infants have spent 

their first Thanksgiving with Macaulay, and more 
than a few elderly people have sat down for their last. 

Because Thanksgiving wouldn’t be Thanksgiving 
without giving thanks, Macaulay always asks 
people to write what they’re thankful for on 
a slip of paper and leave their thoughts in a 
basket. He saves the submissions and reads 
them throughout the year, long after the table 
has been cleared and the dishes washed. 

“Sometimes, they’re grateful they no longer 
have cancer or that they finally found a job 
or have a place to live,” he said. “One year, a 
guy wrote that he was thankful his son was 
speaking to him again. That one was a tear-jerker.” 

Geoff Shanklin, 65, lives alone and has attended every 
dinner since the tradition began. He said, “He really 
enjoys passing it on to lonely people in Melrose. For 
people like me with nowhere to go, Scott is family.” 

Maybe this is the year you begin a new tradition. 
Maybe you invite some people to join you for 
Thanksgiving. Who knows, you may find an 
opportunity not only to be thankful but also to 
share the Gospel of Christ that gives us hope. 

“This man hosts a free Thanksgiving dinner for all who 
RSVP. It’s his 33rd year,” Washington Post (11-19-18)

FINDING OPPORTUNITIES 
TO BE THANKFUL
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Blessings,

Bro. Greg

MUSIC NOTES

I am happy to be back among the living. This past 
week I was able to return to the office for half 
days and hope to resume my normal schedule in 
November.  Thank you again for your kindness in 
your calls, cards, texts, and prayers.  I still have fluid 
in my lungs but know that I’m NOT contagious when 
I cough.

NEW DATE
FANNY CROSBY “HYMN SING”

November 15, 2020
4:00pm

o   Frances Jane Alstyne Crosby will be our hymn 
writer of the day.
o   Some of her more well-known hymns among 
her 10,000 hymns: 
 •   Blessed Assurance
 •   Praise Him! Praise Him!
 •   To God Be the Glory
o   We are planning to use the piano, and, hopefully, 
the organ.
o   We are planning to have the church sanitized 
after the morning service.
o   We are using Sunday worship seating 
precautions.
o   We will need some greeters.  Want to volunteer?    
Call the church office!
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Hey Church! 

I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the 
changing of the seasons. Fall is such a great 
time to admire God’s creation with the fall 
colors in full swing.

Kids:
Hopefully, you have heard about the Harvest 
Hangout which was rained out in October. 
Thankfully, we have been able to reschedule 
for November 14th.  We will still meet at 
Carlton & Anne Bruce Botts’ farm at 4pm. 
We are going to have a great time around 
the bonfire roasting some hotdogs and 
marshmallows. This is going to be a great time 
for our families to get together and just enjoy 
some time of fellowship with our GBC Kids. 
 
Be on the lookout for BUSY BAGS when you 
enter the sanctuary for church on Sundays.  
Our GBC Kids Sunday School lessons are going 
to be back on our Facebook page so make sure 
you take advantage of that!  

Put the date on your calendars, folks!  On  
July 28-31, our GBC Kids will be making the 
trip to Jonathan Creek for Summer Camp!  Get 
excited!! 

Students:
On Wednesdays at 6pm, our students are back 
in the building, and we are having our mid-
week service. The upstairs has gotten a bit 
of a face lift, so we have a new place to hang 
out and worship in. Each Wednesday, we are 
going to be in the Word, play some games, and 
maybe even have some food or snacks. In the 
last newsletter, I said that we were going to go 
through the book of Daniel, but there has been 
a change of plans. We are walking through 
John and will come back to Daniel at another 
time. 

The students will be having our Bon Fuego 
on November 15th at Matt and Kim Shipley’s 
house. Make sure to check out the GBC 
Facebook page to keep up to date with what 
is going on in the life of the church. Also, if 
you are on Instagram, make sure to follow our 
student page @glasgowyouthministry. 

 

God Bless,

J.J.
 

GBC KIDS & STUDENTS  
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Shoeboxes are ready to be picked up and filled for a child waiting somewhere around the world.  
For those who are unable to get out for any reason, you can still support this worthwhile ministry by 
making a donation.  Write “OCC” in the memo line of your check, and we will send all donations 
directly to Operation Christmas Child. Boxes are due back by November 15.  

We can’t thank our volunteers enough who have served by sharing their time for a visit while 
delivering these meals to our homebound members.  If you are able, please consider making time 
for this ministry.  It’s such a small amount of time to make such a big difference in the lives of our 
members.  Our next delivery will be on Wednesday, November 18 at 11am. You will be blessed!   
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Sam Royse .............................11/1
Anne Bruce Botts ................11/2 
Chance Groves .....................11/2
Laurie Branstetter ...............11/3
Barbara Buckingham .........11/4 
Lazar Beaty ............................11/5
Keith Brown ..........................11/5
Laura Marcum ......................11/5
Edwin Bartley .......................11/7
Eugene Smith ......................11/7
Linda Thomas .......................11/8
Traz Smith ..............................11/9

Chandlor Asbury .................11/11
Mark Shipley .........................11/11
Johnny Ray England ..........11/12 
Elfreda Lewis ........................11/12 
Pat Tilghman ........................11/12
Rowan Weaver .....................11/12
Alexis Bowman ....................11/13 
Donna Dotson .....................11/13
Gayla Elmore ........................11/13 
Lou Demunbrun .................11/17
Hallie Glass ............................11/18
Clayton Jones .......................11/20 

Hailey Vernon .......................11/20
Yvonne Lewis .......................11/22
Beverly White .......................11/22
Jen Baker ...............................11/23
Callie Underwood ..............11/23
Ronnie McKinnis .................11/26
Sue Hood ...............................11/27
Josh McNeese ......................11/28
Heather Likens .....................11/29 
Carol Beauchamp ...............11/30
 

Please notify the church office of errors or exclusions. 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

September 2020
General Receipts.........................................  $56,537 
Shaping the Future ....................................        490
Building Fund ..............................................          740
Average Small Group Attendance ........         -

We want to stay connected with you!  
We have a private number through 
Google.  Please send any needs or 

prayer concerns securely to  
270-681-2363.

Welcome new members, David & Terry Borders!  
David was once a member for many years and 
now returns with his wife, Terry.   Terry has 
been active in our Ladies Bible Studies and is 
heading up our social media posts.  Let’s give 
them a warm GBC welcome!

GBC Church offices will be closed  
November 26th and 27th for Thanksgiving.
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