
Virtually every church leadership team, across the nation, are having conversations about what’s the 
right decision with regards to how to handle services and activities due to the coronavirus. Over the 
past week, the elders of GCF have been seeking God’s wisdom, as we consider information from the 
health professions and other resources, to try and make the best decision for our church body and our 
community.  

Some may want to suggest that people are over reacting but our decision is not out of hysteria or 
believing that this virus is more deadly than other viruses. It’s about trying to do what we can to help 
slow the progression of the virus. As one health expert states: “If we can delay the spread by keeping 
people away from each other, we have a chance to help more people effectively and not overwhelm 
our health system or dramatically affect our community.”  

 

Our desire, as elders, is to take proactive steps to care for our community by demonstrating Christ’s 
love for our neighbors. A pastor in the state of Washington puts it this way: 

“We do not lead and respond out of fear, but out of love and care for our church and the wider 
community. This is the ‘why’ that drives our decision. We want to do our part as members of the 
community to reduce the number of people infected and protect those who are at higher risk.” 

On Friday, March 13, the Kansas Secretary of Health, Dr. Lee Norman, recommended avoiding groups 
larger than 100 people.  “If you are in a group nearing that size, he adds, make sure you have enough 
room to be at least six feet away from anyone else and don’t stay there for longer than 10 minutes at 
a time.” 

As such, we have decided to cancel ALL church activities (Sunday and Wednesday services and 
activities as well as small group meetings) between now and March 28. We will re-evaluate the 
situation on March 26th and decide how to proceed at that time.  

We will be offering an online modified service which will be available at 10:30 am (or any time after 
that time) on Sunday March 15th and 22nd. You can find the services on Facebook or on our website at 
www.gcfhillsboro.net/sermons . You can also give online at www.gcfhillsboro.net/give-online  

This decision does not change the elder’s belief that corporate worship is both a vital and fundamental 
aspect of the Christian life, which is commanded in Scripture (Heb. 10:25). But we do recognize that 
there are indeed circumstances that would warrant canceling services from time to time. 

http://www.gcfhillsboro.net/sermons
http://www.gcfhillsboro.net/give-online
https://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/new-international-version-niv/hebrews-10-25?passage=Hebrews+10%3A25


An important thing to remember is that the church is not a building. The people are the church so even 

though we are not meeting in the building, we don’t cease to “be the church.” We have to remember 

who we represent as Christians and how we represent Christ in our response to circumstances such as 

these. In these anxious days, the church can shine as a light of hope, care, faith, patience, and 

prudence, demonstrating for the world how our faith provides true assurance against worry and fear. 

This is great time for us to show our love for others by checking on others and seeking ways to serve 

our community as there may be those that are quarantined and need supplies. But we need to do so 

by taking the appropriate safety measures. Wash your hands for at least 30 seconds regularly. Cover 

sneezes and coughs. Use a tissue once and throw it away. Avoid shaking hands and maintain a 6 feet 

distance from others. If you have a fever, cough and respiratory issues (signs of coronavirus), get 

tested, stay at home and away from others.  

 Finally, if you are one of those in need of assistance, please don’t hesitate to reach out to one of our 

elders and we will assist you as we are able.  

Grace, we love you and want to encourage you to continue to serve Him, faithfully and daily.  

Matthew 5:16 …let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 

to your Father who is in heaven. 

In His service,  

The Elders of Grace Community Fellowship 

 


