
Hello Grace family, 

Some of you may be wondering why you haven’t heard anything from me over this last week. 

Well, back in November Mindy and I planned (and payed for) a 25th Wedding Anniversary trip 

during Spring Break. So, we have been gone this past week to Florida.  Now, we weren’t on a 

beach like those they are showing on the news nor were we in a county with any confirmed 

cases of Coronavirus. But, we are going to follow Kansas’ recommendation for those who have 

traveled to Florida and self-quarantine for 14 days. We are on day 3 and counting.  

As things unfolded this last week and more and more churches canceled services and began 

talking about needing to get things out to their church body (like suggestions for devotionals) as 

well as trying to figure out ways to broadcast services, I had this sense of gratitude, humbleness 

and thankfulness for where we are as a church.  

1. We already have a Bible reading plan in place, with a devotional and a prayer guide. Now, if 

you don’t have the bible reading guide or a devotional, there are PDF files of both on our 

website. Go to www.gcfhillsboro.org/2020-2021   I hope, especially with the time some of us 

now have, we are turning to God’s Word for comfort and encouragement during this time of 

uncertainty.   

2. Just recently we started listing the songs we sing on Sunday on a Spotify playlist where 

people can listen to these songs throughout the week.  If you haven’t checked them out go to 

our website, click on sermons and Spotify Sunday Playlist. From there choose the playlist What 

we’re singing. https://www.gcfhillsboro.org/spotify-sunday-playlist  

3. We already have some small groups in place, with relationships being built. This is going to be 

a great way to stay connected to the church body in a manageable number. There will be more 

to come on how groups can stay connected without meeting together. 

4. Because of the foresight, work and planning by Dave Baker and the Building committee as 

well as the work Wade Sorenson has put into keeping things running, we already have the 

capabilities to stream our services. The only reason we posted a past sermon, this Sunday, is 

because we were going to have a guest preacher since I was on vacation. So, a huge thank you 

to those that have made this possible.  

5. One thing I think this time will show us as a church is how well we are doing at BEING the 

church in our everyday lives. How are we doing at being Christ to those around us, to serving 

others, putting others first, of caring for others in our neighborhoods, jobs, etc. How are we 

doing at being a light in our community. To pointing people to Christ. 

In March 15th sermon I shared how in 249 to 262 AD, Western civilization was devastated by 

one of the deadliest pandemics in its history and how the bishop of Carthage, reminded 

believers to serve not only fellow Christians but also non-Christians during the plague.  

The Christians did just that and Moses Lee shares how the impact of their service was twofold: 

(1) Christian sacrifice for their fellow believers stunned the unbelieving world as they witnessed 

communal love like they’d never seen (John 13:35), and (2) Christian sacrifice for non-Christians 

resulted in the early church experiencing exponential growth as non-Christian survivors, who 

benefited from the care of their Christian neighbors, converted to the faith in mass. 

http://www.gcfhillsboro.org/2020-2021
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With that said, if you personally or you know of anyone that needs assistance in any way. You 

need groceries picked up and dropped off at your door, you need something that the store is 

out of, you need something fixed or lawn mowed or you have a financial need, will you please 

let us know. Just email me at mikebartergcf@gmail.com. 

So where do we go from here? Well, the elders will be meeting tonight at 6:30 (which I’ll be 

joining at home through Zoom) to talk about next steps. So, will you be praying for us as we 

look for wisdom and guidance on how to move forward and lead the church through these 

uncharted waters. I will send out an update in next few days. 

Grace, we love you and miss seeing you all.  If there is anything at all you need, please don’t 

hesitate to email me or one of the elders.  

I want to leave you with a little encouragement from our past readings as well as upcoming 

readings. 

Exodus 15:2 The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 

God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior, Yahweh is 

His name. 

John 14:26-27 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 

troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
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