
I hope you will take the time to read the email in its entiretly.  

First off, how awesome were the last 2 days of Bible readings. Reading these OT and NT accounts 

together.  

In the OT, we read about the completion of the tent of meeting, which as our devotional stated:  For the 

pillar of cloud and fire to rest on the tabernacle is to link this structure with the visible symbol of the 

ongoing, guiding, powerful presence of God. tent of meeting (tabernacle)= presence of God.  Then 

today we started the book of Leviticus which beginnings by talking about the different offerings and 

sacrifices for those offerings.  

And then in the NT on day 1, we read about Jesus’s crucifixion and day 2 his resurrection. Jesus, (the 

Word who became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us), the true temple, God’s presence among us 

who would be the perfect sacrifice for our sins—the Lamb of God.  

The one who’s death satisfied God’s wrath for our sins, once and for all. There is no more need for 

sacrifices to be made. None. The one who’s death resulted in the veil in the temple being torn, giving 

man access to God. The one who’s death paved the way for His resurrection and Him conquering death. 

That without His death there couldn’t be a resurrection, a conquering of death.  

Matthew 27:50-53 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 
The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and 
coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 

I just loved how our devotionals summarizes this for us: Nothing more powerfully attests the unique 
revelatory and mediating role of Jesus Christ than the insistence that he is the true temple (John 2:19-
22); and nothing more powerfully portrays the sheer glory of heaven than the assertion that there is no 
temple there, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

This was so cool to see the picture God was showing the Israelites and then to see that picture come to 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ and to read about it all in 2 days. God is good. 

Ok, now to the information I planned to share today.  As I share this, I am aware that most of us fall into 
one of two categories right now: those whose jobs and income have been affected (some dramatically) 
by this pandemic and those whose jobs and income haven’t been affected by this pandemic. I am also 
aware that there are those that have continued to faithful give during this time. Thank you!! Thank you 
for being faithful to God in this area. But I want to encourage you to still listen or read to the end. 

With regards to tithes, the majority of the tithes we receive come from our Sunday morning gathering 
and since we are not meeting for multiple weeks, the elders (along with all other churches) anticipate 
that our tithes could possibly go down. So, I wanted to share some thoughts with regards to this topic. 

1. During this time, we as a church, still have monthly expenditures which includes utilities, a building 
loan, staff as well as missionaries that we support.  

2. Giving is biblical, it is a demonstration of obedience and trust in God. It shouldn’t be something we 
stop doing during times like these. Modify yes, but not stop.  



 As we just read this Sunday in Deuteronomy 8: Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the 
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you power to get wealth… 

100% of what we have is God’s and is from God. In giving, we are acknowledging this fact and saying 
Lord, we trust that you will meet our needs with whatever percentage is left after we give back to you a 
portion of what you’ve given us.  

Giving in the NT, is never about a specific amount, it is about being generous. For some people giving 
5% is way more generous for them than a person who gives 15%.  Our giving is to be done in a way that 
encourages our trust in God and demonstrates that we acknowledge that everything we have is from 
God. Meaning what I have is not just for my own wealth but for His purposes. 

In Acts 2 we read that people were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. And by doing so, the people’s needs were all met.  

Through your giving we, the church, are able to help those that need financial assistance with rent, 
utilities and groceries so that the church’s needs are met.  

The paying of pastor’s is biblical. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of 
double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall 
not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” 

I don’t look forward to talking about tithing and I know people don’t like to hear about tithing but it is 
biblical, it is something we should want to do and do so cheerfully. 

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among 
the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, 
as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then by the will of God to us. 

As both of these passage states very clearly, we must first give ourselves fully to Lord full. Live for Him 
and seek His will and then give cheerfully according to His leading.  

Even though we are not meeting together, there are multiple ways you can still give: mail in your tithe 
or give online both are which are explained at www.gfchillsboro.net/give .  With online giving note that 
the church is charged a processing fee for all online giving, but the fee for giving directly from your bank 
account is significantly less than giving by credit/debit card. It takes a little longer to initially set up 
giving from a bank account but it is a one-time process that allows more money to go directly to the 
church.  

http://www.gfchillsboro.net/give


I want to close by sharing just a bit about my tithing experience. When I worked at the fire department, 
we made the most money we’ve made as a family yet during this time we did not tithe but a couple of 
times a year. When I left the fire service and became a pastor, I realized that as a pastor it would 
probably be a good thing for us to tithe regularly. So, here we are, my pay has decreased sized ably, our 
regular bills are still the same and now we are also going to add tithing to our expenditures. Just to give 
you an idea, let’s say for example sake that my pay went down $420 a month or about $5000 a year and 
then we tithed $600 a month or $7200 a year. That’s a monthly difference of $1000 going out. On 
paper, this should not have worked for us but it did and to this day, I cannot explain how it worked out 
other than this was our own personal loaves and fishes’ story.  But through this process God revealed to 
us that He would all ways provide for us. It was this experience that made it so much easier when we 
made decision to move to Kansas and it took months for me to find a job, to trust that God would 
provide for our needs. He did and still does today.  

I want to encourage you to continue to seek God and trust in Him and if you have a need or know of 
anyone that has a need please do not hesitate to reach out to one of the elders. God has given us the 
church and one of the reasons for the church is to help meet people’s needs but we can’t do that if we 
don’t know there is a need.  

Thanks for taking time to read this email and I look forward to seeing everyone face to face.  

 

In His Service,  

 


