
J A N U A R Y  E V E N T S . . .

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
4:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
5:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

Jan.   1 •  Men's Devotional at 8:15 am at the church.
Jan.   4 •  SHINE at 3 pm at the church.
Jan.   8 •  Inquirer's Class begins during Sunday School.
Jan. 12 •  Ladies Bible Study (12th, 19th, & 26th) at 10 am at the church.
Jan. 14 •  Women's Ministry Brunch at 10 am at Megan's home.
Jan. 17 •  Joint Officers Meeting at 6 pm at the church.
Jan. 18 •  WNF at 6 pm at the church.
Jan. 20 & 21 •  Savannah River Presbytery Mtg at Golden Isles P.C.

Note:  Join us for the First Sunday Fellowship Meal.  Next one, February 5th.

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
Events

Grace at Home
January 2023

A monthly newsletter from 
Grace Church of the Islands 

GCI Grace Church of  the  Is lands
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410
         912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America

Happy New Year
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JANUARY

Jules Anderson

Ponda Watson

Diana Davis

C.J. Barry

Allison Gober

Anne Gibson

Annie Sparks

BIRTHDAYS
Thanksgiving:
•  Thankful to the Lord for
    watching over His sheep and
    for being the good Shepherd.
•  Thankful for our new pastor
    and his family.

Health:  
•  Ron Nichols - Pray for Ron 
    as he recovers from the flu.
•  Mac and Catherine Baldwin-
    Pray for Mac who has stage 
    5 kidney failure and pray for 
    Catherine as she cares for
    him.
•  Sandy Henry - Pray for Sandy
   as she trys to stablize her 
   sodium level and recover 
   from viral bronchitis.
•  David Roulo - Pray for David
   as he recovers from shoulder
   surgery.
•  Shut-ins:  - Pray for those
   who are unable to join us for 
   worship due to health
   reasons.

Misc.:
•  Visitors - Pray the Lord 
    would continue to bring 
    visitors to our worship 
    services and give visitors a 
    desire to join our church 
    family.
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SENIOR PASTOR
Tim Foster

MINISTRY
COORDINATOR
Tom Taylor

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Gina Harrell

RULING ELDERS
Mark Board
Dave Roulo
Tom Taylor - Clerk
Jose Veciana
Louis Watson - Sabbatical

DEACONS
Joel Barry - Secretary
David Lamson - Chair
Ron Nichols
Richard Towns - Emeritus

 PRAYER
 REQUESTS

Please continue to pray for one 
another, the ministry of Grace 
Church of the Islands, and for 
the universal Church.  Below 
are a few prayer requests to 
focus our attention on this 
month:

“OUR GUARDIAN”
Pastor Tim Foster

STEWARDSHIP
2022

 Tithes and
Offerings

needed for budget:
$295,450

Actual Tithes and
Offerings received:

$278,930

… [It means that] no injury, 
no illness, no accident, and no 
distress will have evil power over 
us … We are promised protection 
from the evil inherent in those 
events.” Nothing will be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 
8:38-39). Nothing can pluck us 
from the hand of the One who is 
the Keeper and Guardian of our 
souls (John 10:29). The Lord is 
orchestrating all things after the 
counsel of his will (Eph 1:11). 
The Heidelberg Catechism, 
commenting on the opening 
phrase of the Apostle’s Creed, 
says that to believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, is to “trust in him so 
completely that I have no doubt 
that he will provide me with all 
things necessary for body and 
soul. Moreover, whatever evil he 
sends upon me in this troubled 
life he will turn to my good, for 
he is able to do it, being almighty 
God, and is determined to do it, 
being a faithful Father … We are 
to be patient in adversity, grateful 
in the midst of blessing, and to 
trust our faithful God and Father 
for the future.” May the Lord 
comfort our hearts with these 
truths from Psalm 121 as we seek 
his kingdom first in 2023.
  

At the beginning of a New Year, 
I am reminded of the reassuring 
words of Psalm 121, a pilgrim 
psalm. Six times in Psalm 121, 
the psalmist refers to God as 
our “keeper” or the One who 
“keeps” us. The traveler asks 
in verse 1, “I lift up my eyes to 
the hills. From where does my 
help come?” Spurgeon says, “It 
is wise to look to the strong for 
strength.” The psalmist recognizes 
his vulnerability. His strength is 
small. He must have help. But 
from whom? “My help comes 
from the LORD, who made 
heaven and earth” (verse 2). He 
seeks help from the Creator of 
all things whose sovereignty 
encompasses all realms. No rogue 
atoms or misguided molecules 
exist under the Lord’s reign. 

As we start 2023, to whom will 
we look for help and security? We 
may face heartache, distress, and 
perplexities in 2023. Whatever 
turmoil we face does not mean 
that God has fallen asleep. Verse 
4 says, “Behold, he who keeps 
Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” He is the shade on our 
right hand (verse 5). The right 
hand was the place reserved for a 
champion or protector. The Lord 
stands like a shadow at our right 
hand to guard us. The Shadow of 
the Almighty covers us (Psa 91:1). 
God promises to be faithful (1 
Cor 10:13). 
What do we make of the promise 
in verse 7? “The LORD will keep 
you from all evil; he will keep 
your life.” Does this mean that 
Christians never suffer harm? 
Obviously not. Job says, “Man is 
born to trouble as the sparks fly 
upward” (Job 5:7). The Lord Jesus 
was not spared pain and violence. 
The psalmist is not guaranteeing a 
painless life or even a comfortable 
life. Eugene Peterson says, “The 
that we shall never stub our toes 

John & Kay McCleskey 

ANNIVERSARIES
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Women's Ministry Council
Members for 2023

Meghan Leithart, President

Diana Davis, VP

Jackie Towns, Secretary

Debbie Taylor, Treasurer

Lucia Welch, Historian

Leah Boyd, At Large

Gill Seymour, At Large

Sandy Morris, At Large


