
D E C E M B E R  E V E N T S . . .

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
4:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
5:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

Dec.   1 •  Ladies Bible Study (1st,8th, 15th) at 10 am at the church. 
Dec.   4 •  Men's Devotional at 8:15 am at the church. 
Dec.   6 •  SHINE at 3 pm at the church.
Dec.   6 •  Deacon Mtg. at 6 pm at the church
Dec. 10 •  Christmas Cookie Decorating Party from 10 to 12 n.
Dec. 11 •  Lessons & Carols + Christmas Buffet at 5 pm
Dec. 13 •  Session Meeting at 6 pm at the church.
Dec. 16 •  Christmas Caroling at 6 pm w/pizza and hot chocolate
Dec. 24 •  Christmas Eve Worship Service at 5 pm.
Dec. 25 •  Christmas: AM worship service-no Sunday School and
                  no PM worship service.

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!
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Nicholas Gibson

BIRTHDAYS

Thanksgiving:
•  Thankful to the Lord for
    watching over His sheep and
    for being the good Shepherd.
•  Thankful for our new pastor
    and his family.

Health:  
•  Ron Nichols - Pray for Ron 
    as he spent Thanksgiving in 
    the ER over Blood pressure 
    issues and a nosebleed.  He 
    is recovering at home.
•  Mac and Catherine Baldwin-
    Pray for Mac who has stage 
    5 kidney failure and pray for 
    Catherine who is recovering 
    from surgery on her 
    parathyroid gland.
•  Tom and Davetta Moore - 
    Pray for Tom who is at the 
    Abercorn Rehab and pray 
    for Davetta as she is 
    recovering from eye surgery.

Misc.:
•  Visitors - Pray the Lord 
    would continue to bring 
    visitors to our worship 
    services and give visitors a 
    desire to join our church 
    family.
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SENIOR PASTOR
Tim Foster

MINISTRY
COORDINATOR
Tom Taylor

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Gina Harrell

RULING ELDERS
Mark Board
Dave Roulo
Tom Taylor - Clerk
Jose Veciana
Louis Watson - Sabbatical

DEACONS
Joel Barry - Secretary
David Lamson - Chair
Ron Nichols
Richard Towns - Emeritus

 PRAYER
 REQUESTS

Please continue to pray for one 
another, the ministry of Grace 
Church of the Islands, and for 
the universal Church.  Below 
are a few prayer requests to 
focus our attention on this 
month:

“JOY TO THE WORLD”
Pastor Tim Foster

STEWARDSHIP
YTD as of Nov. 30th 

Tithes and
Offerings

needed for budget:
$270,829

YTD as of Nov. 30th 
Actual Tithes and
Offerings received:

$254,712

is Emmanuel, God with us. He 
takes on human flesh. He removes 
the sins of his people through his 
atoning death on the cross. His 
humiliation and suffering paved 
the way for us to enjoy union 
and communion with God (Phil 
2:5-11). When Jesus uttered his 
cry of dereliction from the cross, 
“It is finished!” (John 19:30), 
it meant that redemption was 
accomplished. “No more let sins 
and sorrows grow…”
 
The Christmas season has a way 
of overwhelming us. The tasks 
are endless — shopping, parties, 
events, programs, e-mails, to-do 
lists. There is always something 
more to do. But when we turn 
to the joyous message of Psalm 
98, we encounter the refreshing 
words, “His right hand and 
holy arm have worked salvation 
for him” (v. 1). The requisite 
work for securing salvation is 
complete. Our spiritual inboxes 
are empty. All the lists have been 
checked. Christ has won the 
victory. Sinclair Ferguson calls 
this the “grammar of the gospel.” 
Because of what Christ has done, 
now we can do what we need 
to do. God’s marvelous saving 
actions motivate and support 
our obedience. As we daily 
experience that “done,” “finished,” 
“completed,” new songs of joy 
spring forth from a renewed 
appreciation for divine grace. 

“Joy to the World! The Lord has 
come. Let earth receive her King!” 
As you contemplate the wonders 
of God’s love and grace, may 
your joy in the Lord overflow this 
Christmas!

___________________
1 Kenneth W. Osbeck, 101 More Hymn 
Stories (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1985), 
167-169.

Have you ever noticed how many 
Christmas songs mention joy? 
Consider these familiar lyrics: 
“Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies”; 
“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel”; “Joy 
to the world! The Lord is come.” 
The last phrase, of course, comes 
from the superlative Christmas 
hymn of joy, “Joy to the World,” 
composed by Isaac Watts. When 
Watts was a teenager, he often 
complained about the pitiful 
psalm singing at his church. After 
an especially agitating Sunday, 
his father issued a challenge: 
“Well then, young man, why 
don’t you give us something 
better to sing?” Isaac accepted 
his father’s challenge and began 
writing weekly hymn texts for his 
congregation, and they were well 
received. In 1719 he produced his 
Psalms of David Imitated in the 
Language of the New Testament 
in which he paraphrased all but 
twelve of the 150 psalms. The 
Christmas favorite “Joy to the 
World” is Watts’ paraphrase of 
Psalm 98. Isaac did not intend for 
it to be a Christmas hymn (the 
original title was “The Messiah’s 
Coming and Kingdom”), but it 
became so.1

 
Joy has fallen on hard times. 
Psalm 98 is a rallying cry for 
joy. Verse 1 says, “Oh sing to 
the LORD a new song, for he 
has done marvelous things! His 
right hand and his holy arm have 
worked salvation for him.” Verse 
4 says, “Make a joyful noise to 
the LORD, all the earth; break 
forth into joyous song and sing 
praises!” The gospel calls for 
jubilant expressions of worship. 
As we reflect upon the “marvelous 
things” (v. 1) the Lord has 
accomplished, it should generate 
an electrical current of Godward 
praise. God’s marvelous deeds 
include the incarnation. Christ 
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