
F E B R U A R Y  E V E N T S . . .

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
4:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
5:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

Feb.   2 •  Ladies Bible Study (2nd and 9th).
Feb.   5 •  Men's Devotional at 8:15 am at the church.
Feb.   5 •  Fellowship Meal at 11:15 am at the church.
Feb.   7 •  SHINE at 3 pm at the church.
Feb.   7 •  Deacons mtg. at 6 pm at the church.
Feb.   8 •  Women's Ministry Council Meeting at 6:30 pm at the
      church.
Feb. 11 •  Women's Ministry Brunch at 10 am.
Feb. 15 •  WNF at 6 pm at the church.
Feb. 21 •  Session mtg at 6 pm at the church.
Note:  Join us for the First Sunday Fellowship Meal.  Next one, February 5th.

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
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FEBRUARY

John Rigby

Richard Towns

Buddy Gallaher

Debbie Taylor

Bill Gustin

David Hodge

Cathy Roulo

Dot Owens

Saylor Boyd

BIRTHDAYS

Thanksgiving:
•  Thankful to the Lord for
    watching over His sheep and
    for being the good Shepherd.
•  Thankful for our new pastor
    and his family.

Health:  

•  Mac and Catherine Baldwin-
    Pray for Mac who is under-
    going dialysis and pray for 
    Catherine as her cracked rib
    heals.  
•  Sandy Henry - Pray for Sandy
   as she recovers from viral
   bronchitis.

•  David Roulo - Pray for David
   as he recovers from shoulder
   surgery.

•  Shut-ins:  - Pray for those
   who are unable to join us for 
   worship due to health
   reasons.

Misc.:
•  Visitors - Pray the Lord 
    would continue to bring 
    visitors to our worship 
    services and give visitors a 
    desire to join our church 
    family.
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SENIOR PASTOR
Tim Foster

MINISTRY
COORDINATOR
Tom Taylor

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Gina Harrell

RULING ELDERS
Mark Board
Dave Roulo
Tom Taylor - Clerk
Jose Veciana

DEACONS
Joel Barry - Secretary
David Lamson - Chair
Ron Nichols
Richard Towns - Emeritus

 PRAYER
 REQUESTS

Please continue to pray for one 
another, the ministry of Grace 
Church of the Islands, and for 
the universal Church.  Below 
are a few prayer requests to 
focus our attention on this 
month:

“CHURCH GROWTH”
Pastor Tim Foster

BIBLE VERSE

For in him all the 
fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 

and through him to 
reconcile to himself 

all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the 
blood of his cross.

Colossians 1:19-20

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday he preached a 
sermon at daybreak before his 
congregants dispersed into 
the fields. He preached twice 
on Sundays, and did pastoral 
visitation and catechizing 
throughout the week. His 
ministry was virtually fruitless. 
The Holy Spirit was slowly 
breaking up the fallow ground 
of his community. Roughly 50 
years after Greenham, Richard 
Baxter labored for fourteen years 
in Kidderminster. It was the same 
country. Both Greenham and 
Baxter used the same means. 
They both preached Christ 
crucified. Baxter saw the greater 
part of his town — nearly 2000 
adults — make a profession of 
faith. Greenham labored during a 
time of sowing. Baxter witnessed 
the harvest after generations of 
Puritan preaching.1   

   Paul planted. Apollos watered. 
Who was more important? 
Neither was more important. God 
uses a variety of instruments, 
gifts, and personalities. Paul was 
better suited for planting work, 
and Apollos for watering work, 
but God gave the increase. The 
one who plants and the one who 
waters are completely dependent 
on God to do the work of spiritual 
harvesting. The Corinthian 
church was the way it was because 
God chose it to be that way. We 
don’t have to generate growth, 
but as we are obedient, faithful, 
and joyfully submissive to our 
crucified Savior, we find hope as 
we plant, water, and wait for God 
to bring the increase. Like the 
prophet Elijah on Mt. Carmel, we 
build the altar, but God must send 
the fire.

1 J. I. Packer, A Quest for Godliness: 
The Puritan Vision of the Christian 
Life (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1990), 
43 & 59.

   Church growth is something of 
an imponderable. It is shrouded 
in mystery. Many believe church 
growth can be reduced to a 
formula: “Pour in one teaspoon 
of trendy teaching. Mix in several 
ounces of dynamo entertainment. 
Maybe some drama, comedy 
sketches, upbeat music, or a few 
movie clips. Remove anything 
that reminds of the tedious 
traditions of the past. Blend it 
together and voila! Guaranteed 
church growth!” 

   The Apostle Paul offers another 
viewpoint. He informs the 
Corinthians in 1 Cor 3:6-7: “I 
planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters 
is anything, but only God who 
gives the growth.” The Corinthian 
church was a divided church. It 
was beset by multiple problems 
like factionalism, immorality, 
partisanship, and celebrity 
worship. Paul applied the loving 
corrective of the gospel to their 
spiritual maladies. In one sense, 
Paul takes the pressure off. Both 
Apollos and Paul worked hard. 
They both labored diligently and 
faithfully for God’s church. It 
was God who gave the growth. 
You might have two faithful 
churches in a community. Both 
are preaching the gospel. One 
thrives. The other struggles. Why? 
There may be numerous reasons. 
Perhaps the struggling church 
needs to work on being more 
welcoming, or there is unresolved 
conflict or unrepentant sin. But 
the final reason is God. He brings 
the harvest when he chooses.

   J. I. Packer shares about 
Richard Greenham, a Puritan 
pastor who labored outside 
of Cambridge, England from 
1570-1590. Greenham worked 
extremely hard. He woke up 
every morning at 4am and on 

Women's Ministry Council
Members for 2023

Meghan Leithart, President

Diana Davis, VP

Jackie Towns, Secretary

Debbie Taylor, Treasurer

Lucia Welch, Historian

Leah Boyd, At Large

Gill Seymour, At Large

Sandy Morris, At Large


