
M A R C H  E V E N T S . . .

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
4:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
5:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

Mar.   1 •  Women's Ministry Council Meeting at 6 pm at the church.
Mar.   2 •  Ladies Bible Study (2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th).
Mar.   5 •  Men's Devotional at 8:15 am at the church.
Mar.   5 •  Fellowship Meal at 11:15 am at the church.
Mar.   7 •  SHINE at 3 pm at the church.
Mar.   7 •  Deacons mtg. at 6 pm at the church.
Mar.  11•  Women's Brunch at 10 am to 12 pm at the church.
Mar.  15•  WNF at 6 pm at the church.
Mar.  22•  Session mtg at 6 pm at the church.

Note:  Join us for the First Sunday Fellowship Meal.  Next one, March 5th.

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!
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Nathan Bristol

Julie Veciana

Howard Pigott

Cole Bristol

Patty Demere

Darrel Lee

Kay McCleskey

Megan Leithart

Gordon Fenwick

Louis Watson

BIRTHDAYS
Thanksgiving:
•  Thankful to the Lord for
   watching over His sheep and
   for being the good Shepherd.
•  Thankful for our new
   members: Ryan, Emily, Leila, 
   Isaiah and Nate Kellison, 
   Gordon Fenwick, Carol
   Benefield, and Caroline, Ava, 
   and Luke Foster.

Health:  

•  Mac and Catherine Baldwin-
   Pray for Mac who is under-
   going dialysis and pray for 
   Catherine as she recovers
   from a hyperextension of her 
   left knee.  
•  John Rigby - Pray for John
   who is recovering from a
   medical procedure.

•  David Hodge - Pray for
   David who is recovering
   from bronchitis.

•  Shut-ins:  - Pray for those
   who are unable to join us for 
   worship due to health
   reasons.

Misc.:
•  Visitors - Pray the Lord 
   would bring more visitors to
   our worship services.
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Tim Foster
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Tom Taylor
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Gina Harrell
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Mark Board
Dave Roulo
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Jose Veciana

DEACONS
Joel Barry - Secretary
David Lamson - Chair
Ron Nichols
Richard Towns - Emeritus

 PRAYER
 REQUESTS

Please continue to pray for one 
another, the ministry of Grace 
Church of the Islands, and for 
the universal Church.  Below 
are a few prayer requests to 
focus our attention on this 
month:

“ESCAPING THE BUBBLE”
Pastor Tim Foster

BIBLE VERSE

For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is to 

gain.

Philippians 1:21

ANNIVERSARIES

Ladies Bible Study
Ladies, join us for our weekly 
bible study.  The study begins 
on March 2nd at 10 am to 12 

pm at the church.  The study is 
on the book of Revelation and 
is led by Julie Veciana. She will 
be using Nancy Guthrie's book 
entitled Blessed: Experiencing 

the Promise of the Book of 
Revelation.

A nursery is available.

11      Ron and Donna Nichols

24   Bob and Kathy Maclaurin

The Church faces a barrage of 
challenges in the 21st century. The 
attacks from the world, the flesh, and 
the devil are relentless. As our society 
rapidly secularizes, it becomes 
more appealing to gravitate toward 
the “bubble” of church life. We are 
tempted to associate only with those 
who make us comfortable. Indulging 
the sin of insularity makes us close 
ourselves off from the world so that 
we can give primary attention to our 
own needs and interests. 

A few years ago, I was deeply 
convicted by Jack Miller’s book 
Outgrowing the Ingrown Church. 
According to Miller, an ingrown 
church has either forgotten or flatly 
ignored Jesus’ command to “go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” It has failed to remember 
Jesus’ promise that “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matt 
28:19-20). Miller describes several 
qualities of the ingrown church.1 
I share a few of his insights as a 
preventative warning rather than a 
description of our current situation. 
I’m not suggesting that we are guilty 
of these failures. I think they are a 
timely exhortation to help us guard 
against the pitfalls of the “bubble” 
mentality.

First, the ingrown church is plagued 
by tunnel vision. The church refuses 
to step out and risk for the kingdom 
because of its “past negative 
experiences and perceptions of 
present obstacles” (29). Jesus told his 
disciples that they would do “greater 
works” than he did because of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit (John 
14:12). The introverted church tends 
to funnel resources toward keeping 
the ship afloat (i.e., buildings, 
numbers, programs), and fails to 
man the lifeboats in order to rescue 
the lost and perishing. They keep 
the harvest equipment in pristine 
condition but fail to realize that the 
cutting blades have been removed. 
Second, the ingrown church 
is plagued by a spirit of moral 
superiority. The fear of extinction 
causes its members to exaggerate 
points of superiority they might 
have over other churches. Perhaps 
the church does fellowship, or 
preaching, or VBS really well, and it 
tempts the church to compare itself 
favorably with other churches who in 
their estimation lack these positive 
qualities. Miller knew of more than 

one congregation that had “heavily 
invested the pride of the church 
in its cemetery. The graveyard was 
the center of its glory, proving that 
the church belonged to an ancient 
and superior tradition of the best 
Christian people” (30).

Third, the ingrown church is 
characterized by niceness in tone. 
Members of the ingrown church are 
risk-averse. They prefer security, 
comfort, and safety to the possibility 
of rejection. But Jesus Christ has 
an agenda. He is not primarily 
interested in our comfort and safety. 
He himself is not “nice” or “tame” 
or “predictable.” He cannot be 
controlled or caged. He stands at the 
door and knocks. If we do not obey, 
he may break through the door in 
sovereign judgment (Rev 3:20-22). 
Or he may remove our lampstand 
from its place (Rev 2:5). He wants 
us to take courageous action, and he 
promises the power to speak boldly 
for him. 

Miller lists other qualities of the 
ingrown church such as a soap opera 
style and a misdirected purpose. In 
an introverted church, the same 
conversations are repeated endlessly 
(like a soap opera). Gossip is the 
norm. Edifying speech is lacking. 
Mutual forbearance is absent. Love is 
on the endangered species list. Deep-
seated fear and unbelieving timidity 
are rampant. The grievance pot is 
forever boiling. Church members 
become passive consumers of 
ministry rather than producers. The 
chief purpose is not to glorify God 
and enjoy him forever but to preserve 
the personal peace and affluence of 
its members. Concern for survival 
trumps the pursuit of growth 
through the conversion of the lost. 

May God preserve us from the 
bubble mentality. May God help us 
to be willing to risk, to go, and to 
sacrifice for Christ in order to avoid 
the irrelevance that accompanies the 
ingrown church. 

  1C. John Miller, Outgrowing the Ingrown 
Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986), 
29-36.


