
During these unusual days, 
we have made the decision to 
have one Sunday School Class 
for the entire church.  For this 
class we decided to study Acts.  

•  Why study Acts?

The book of Acts is a story 
about God's grace flooding 
out into the world, through 
the gospel.  Acts is sometimes 
called the Acts of the Apostles 
but should more correctly be 
called the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 1:8 is the key 
verse in all of Acts and sets 
the tone for the entire book.  
In Acts 1:8 Jesus promises a 
geographic expansion through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In Acts 2 the church is given 
the gift and empowerment of 
the Holy Spirit, and the rest 
of Acts records the result as 
the good news of Jesus' death 
and resurrection spreads from 
a small, uneducated, fear-filled 
group of disciples in Jerusalem 
to Judea, Samaria, Asia, and 
finally to Rome. 

Acts has many characters, 
but ultimately Acts is the 

story about a single, main 
character: God.  We see the 
three persons on the Trinity in 
action in the book of Acts.  

The last lines in Acts state 
that Paul is proclaiming Jesus 
"without hindrance (Acts 
28:31). This last phrase, 
"without hindrance," leaves 
us hanging on for more of 
the story and invites us to 
participate in God's mission as 
he overcomes opposition to 
bring his word of forgiveness 
to His people. So, did the 
Apostles accomplish what was 
commissioned by Jesus in Acts 
1:8 at the end of Acts?

• Why spend the next 10 
weeks studying the Book of 
Acts?

The beauty of Acts is we 
see the culmination of God’s 
plan of redemption for all 
His people.  The gospel's 
expansion is the culmination of 
God’s plan since the beginning 
of time. Luke consistently 
grounds salvation in the 
ancient purpose of God, which 
comes to fruition at God's 

own initiative. God is the great 
benefactor who pours out 
blessings on His people (Acts 
2:17, 21). Even our capacity to 
repent is God's gift (Acts 5:31; 
11:18). What was seen only as 
shadows in the Old Testament, 
God reveals finally and fully 
through Jesus Christ. 

The book of Acts does not 
primarily provide us with 
human patterns to follow. 
Instead, it calls us to reflect 
upon the work of God, fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ, establishing the 
church by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

I hope this gives enough 
of a taste of what we will be 
studying for the next 10 weeks 
during the Sunday School hour 
and you will want to come and 
dive into the book of Acts to 
taste and see that the Lord is 
good.
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A U G U S T  E V E N T S . . .MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
5:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:30-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

P A S T O R  U P D A T E 

Beginning in August we will be partaking of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper every Sunday.  On the 
first Sunday of the month we will have Communion 
during the AM service and the remaining Sundays we 
will have Communion during the PM service.  If you 
missed any of the lectures on worship or the Lord's 
Supper, they are available on the website.

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America
Grace Church of  the  Is lands

 
Aug.    2  • Men's Devotional at 8:15am  
Aug.    4  • Deacons Meeting at 6:00pm
Aug.    4  • SHINE fellowship at 3:00pm
Aug.  12  • WNF - Resume weekly meetings at 6:30pm.
Aug.  18  • Session Meeting at 6:00pm 

For updated information please see the GCI Weekly Update.  If you 
are not receiving the Update and would like to, please contact the 
church office. 

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
Events
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  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder Emeritus

General Assembly
Mobile, AL

     
Note: there are approx. 

300,000 communicant members 
in the PCA. 

Connectional
Congregations are joined 
together in presbyteries through 
elder representatives and the 
whole church is joined together 
in the General Assembly.  This 
is called “connectionalism”.  As 
Presbyterians we believe local 
churches, no matter what size, 
do not minister best alone, 
but in cooperation with the 
larger Church.  Our model is 
found in Acts 15 as elders in 
the early church met at the 
Jerusalem Council.  We engage in 
cooperative ministry as a body 
of the Church to carry out the 
Great Commission our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave to his Church.

Be Still, My Soul (cont.)
 
During this current time of 
change, disappointment, fear 
and grief for many, may you find 
great encouragement, strength, 
and peace in the words of this 
wonderful hymn. Meditate upon 
this text as you still your heart 
before the Lord and commit your 
trust to him.   The winds and 
waves still know his voice.  He is 
still in control!

The word “Presbyterianism” comes 
from the New Testament Greek word 
translated “elder”.  Presbyterianism  
is a system of church government, 
in which leadership and authority is 
centered in a group of elders, not in 
a bishop (Episcopal) and not in the 
congregation.  Church government 
simply describes how bodies are 
organized into a particular church or 
the way a denomination functions.  
The Presbyterian form of government 
is Biblical, Representative and 
Connectional.

Biblical
We find the office of elder modeled in 
the books of Titus and 1 Tim.  There 
was always a plurality of elder leaders 
for each church (Acts 14 and 15).  In 
the PCA every organized church has at 
least two elders and each elder has one 
vote on matters before the Session. 
Presbyterian government is from the 
congregation up, rather than from the 
top down as is the case in the Episcopal 
form of government.

Representative
Presbyterian government asserts that 
the authority of Christ is administered 
through the congregation by the elected 
representatives of the congregation 
called elders or presbyters who are 
deemed to be qualified, gifted, and 
called by God to their office and who 
seek to govern and shepherd the 
people of the church (1 Tim. 5:17).  This 
allows for two types of elders (ruling, 
and teaching).  Ruling elders (RE) are 
laymen who have been elected, trained, 
ordained, and installed to the office.  

Teaching elders (TE) are men who have 
been seminary trained and ordained.  

Deacons are likewise elected to 
their office to work in the church 
through ministries of mercy and 
service.  Deacons are to be involved 
in the “hands-on” mercy ministry of 
the church to free the elders up to 
shepherd and disciple.  The office of 
deacon was a delegated office from the 
elders (Acts 6:1-4).  Logically, it follows 
that deacons are under the oversight of 
the elders.

The Session:  The GCI Session consists 
of Pastor/TE J.C. Cunningham, RE Mark 
Board, RE David Roulo, RE Jose Veciana, 
and RE Louis Watson.  RE Tom Taylor 
was granted emeritus status in 2017 and 
is a non-voting member of the Session.  
The Session meets once a month and 
at other times as needed and is under 
the oversight of the Savannah River 
Presbytery (SRP).

The Presbytery:  GCI is a member 
of the SRP which consists of all the 
teaching elders (47) serving within 
the bounds of the presbytery and two 
ruling elders for each of the twenty 
local PCA churches.  The SRP, one of 
88 presbyteries, meets four times a 
year and is under the oversight of the 
General Assembly (GA).

The General Assembly:  GA consists of 
at least two ruling elders from each of 
the approx. 1,570 organized churches 
and all of the nearly 5,000 teaching 
elders in the PCA. The GA meets once 
a year.                   

Continued in left column

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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 August
 Anniversaries & 

Birthdays

8 Howard & Janet
Pigott

21                    Bill & Barbara
Gustin

4 Karra Harden 

5 John McCleskey

5 Jennifer Phillips

10    George Tady

13 Dot Lee

14 Sandy Sweezy 

16                              Jae Garcia

17 Kelli Garcia

19                              Pete Love

21 Davetta Moore

25 Allan Chagan

28      Christian Cunningham

29                              Joel Barry

29                 J.C. Cunningham

29                      David McCray

29                   Michael Phillips

30                   Frankie Leithart

30                        Merle Messer

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:  $198,720  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:  $217,698

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    + $5,300

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for July:     74  AM    39  PM    

“I’m on your side.”  These 
are words of encouragement 
that my husband or I have often 
spoken to the other when one of 
us was going through especially 
difficult or discouraging times.  
What a comfort to know that 
we are not alone, and that there 
is someone standing with us-
-one who is on our side.  As 
Christians, how much greater to 
know that God, the master of 
the universe, is on our side!  
“Be Still My Soul” was written 

by German poet Katharina von 
Schlegel during the Thirty Years’ 
War (1618-1648), one of the 
darkest times in the history of 
the Church.  The war left Europe 
in a state of desolation, and the 
political struggles continued for 
years.  She was inspired to write 
these words as she responded 
to God’s word in Psalm 46. It was 
translated by Jane Borthwick of 
Scotland and included in her 
publication, “Hymns from the 
Land of Luther”.

Unfortunately, this beautiful 
hymn is most often associated 
with death, and sung at funerals.  
This month let us take a new 
look at “Be Still, My Soul”.  One 
of the most interesting things 
to note about the hymn is how 
consistently we see the peace 
of God among the turmoil of 
life. Each verse mentions trials 
such as change, thorny paths, 
mysteries we cannot understand, 
sorrows and fears.  Each verse 
responds with, “be still, my soul,” 

followed by an encouraging 
promise.   If we read Psalm 46, 
we see turmoil and troubles 
facing the Psalmist, and the 
word of God speaking, “Be 
still, and know that I am God.”  
These are the words echoed in 
our hymn text. 
    Interestingly, the hymn tune 
is also a calming tune which 
arises out of tumultuous music.  
The tune is named “Finlandia” 
and is one of the national songs 
of Finland.  In 1900, Jean Sibelius 
wrote a symphonic poem full of 
rousing and turbulent musical 
passages which represented 
the political struggles of 
Finland against Russia.  He later 
revised this tranquil portion of 
the symphony to be a stand-
alone hymn.

   We see throughout scripture 
God’s peace, the peace that 
passes all understanding, 
strengthening and empowering 
his people. As we fellowship 
together, we can encourage each 
other because the Lord is on 
our side.  We can come boldly 
before God in prayer because 
the Lord is on our side.  We 
can take communion together 
to remember what Christ has 
done for us, because he is on 
our side!

This last verse is not included 
in our hymnal but is a charge to 
us as we begin our song of praise 
here on earth, to acknowledge 
him in all our words and ways: 

      Be Still, My Soul
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. James 

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Beginning August 12th, the Wednesday Night Fellowship teaching time will be led by Jim Henry.  Our topic 
will be church history, and we will be using the book Sketches from Church History, by S. M. Houghton.  The 
book is described as follows:

This book outlines the thrilling story of the onward march of the Church of Christ from the earliest times to the end 
of the nineteenth century.  It is not a dry-as-dust account of long-forgotten events and controversies, but rather a 
moving record of those who undertook the adventure of faith before us and through their courage and steadfastness, 
left an example for the church in every age.  Reading of the exploits of those who have gone before us, through time 
of properity and times of  persecution, should stimulate, warn and encourage the church in our own age to persevere 
in the same path, and obtain the same everlasting reward.

This will be a very interesting and profitable study.  Please join us and enjoy a time of informal learning on 
an important and fascinating topic.

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;

In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly 

Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still 

know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt 

below.

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
And all is darkened in the vale of tears,

Then shalt thou better know His love, His 
heart,

Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy 
fears.

Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay
From His own fullness all He takes away.
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
When we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief and fear are 

gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are 
past

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

Christian
Ed.

Ref.: By Faith, Not by Sight by Richard Gaffin.

Presbyterian
Polity

WNF
Resumes

Polity
Continued

Be still, my soul: begin the song of praise
On earth, believing, to Thy Lord on high;

Acknowledge Him in all thy words and ways,
So shall He view thee with a well pleased eye.

Be still, my soul: the Sun of life divine
Through passing clouds shall but more brightly 

shine.

Continued on page 2

  
  I wear a mask at GCI for the following reasons:

1.  Humility:      I don't know if I have COVID as it is clear that people
                       can spread the disease before they have the symptoms.
2.  Kindness:     I don't know if the person I am near has a child battling
                       cancer or cares for their elderly mom.  While I might
                       be fine, they might not.
3.  Community: I want the GCI community to thrive, businesses to stay
                       open, and employees to stay healthy.  Keeping a lid on
                       COVID helps us all.


