
The beginning of a new year 
marks the time for creating 
resolutions.  No doubt many will 
promise that 2021 will be the 
year to lose weight, get in shape, 
or fix their finances.  While these 
actions do have value, they only 
offer temporary benefits.  Paul 
declares in 1 Timothy 4:8 “for 
while bodily training is of some 
value, godliness is of value in every 
way, as it holds promise for the 
present life and also for the life to 
come.”  The Apostle wants us to 
see that striving for godliness is 
far more significant than trimming 
our waistline.  As followers of 
Jesus Christ, we should care for 
our bodies, but pursing likeness to 
Christ is even more essential and 
beneficial.

Jonathan Edwards was an 
individual who exemplified 
this through his God-honoring 
resolutions.  Here are some of his 
resolutions that I would encourage 
you to consider making for 2021: 

 
RESOLUTIONS REGARDING 
GOD’S GLORY

“Resolved, that I will do 
whatsoever I think to be most to 
God’s glory, and my own good, 
profit and pleasure.  Resolved, 
never to do any manner of thing, 

whether in soul or body, less or 
more, but what tends to the glory 
of God.”

RESOLUTIONS REGARDING 
TIME

“Resolved, never to lose one 
moment of time; but improve it the 
most profitable way I possibly can.  
Resolved, never to do anything, 
which I should be afraid to do, if it 
were the last hour of my life.”

RESOLUTIONS REGARDING 
THE BODY

“Resolved, never to speak evil of 
anyone upon no account except 
for some real good.  Resolved, to 
maintain the strictest temperance 
in eating and drinking.”

RESOLUTIONS REGARDING 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

“Resolved, to study the 
Scriptures so steadily, constantly 
and frequently, as that I may find, 
and plainly perceive myself to 
grow in the knowledge of the 
same.  Resolved, never to count 
that a prayer, nor to let that pass 
as a prayer, nor that as a petition 
of a prayer, which is so made, that I 
cannot hope that God will answer 
it; nor that as a confession, which 
I cannot hope God will accept.  
Resolved, never to give over, nor in 

the least to slacken my fight with my 
corruptions, however unsuccessful 
I may be.  Resolved, very much to 
exercise myself in this all my life 
long, with the greatest openness 
I am capable of, to declare my 
ways to God, and lay open my soul 
to him: all my sins, temptations, 
difficulties, sorrows, fears, hopes, 
desires, and everything, and every 
circumstance.”

While Edwards certainly had 
high aspirations, he acknowledged 
his daily need for God’s grace to 
enable him to succeed in his goals.  
He wrote “Being sensible that I 
am unable to do anything without 
God’s help, I do humbly entreat 
Him by His grace to enable me to 
keep these resolutions, so far as 
they are agreeable to His will, for 
Christ’s sake.”  Edwards, like Paul 
realized, it is only by the grace of 
God, we can live godly lives.  As 
servants of Jesus Christ, bought 
and freed by his blood, may we 
spend this year resolving to live for 
the glory of our great Savior!
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J A N U A R Y  E V E N T S . . .MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

PRAYER MEETING
5:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00 PM

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
Thursday, 10:00 AM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America
Grace Church of  the  Is lands

Jan.   3  • Men's Devotional at 8:15am
Jan.   3  • FIRESIDE FELLOWSHIP - chili and fellowship
                around a bonfire. 1st and 3rd Sundays after
    evening worship.
Jan.   5  • SHINE fellowship at 3:00pm
Jan. 13  • WNF resumes with a New Year's Feast + Annual
                 Congregational meeting
Jan. 14  • Ladies Bible Study resumes at 10:00am
Jan. 19  • Joint Officers meeting at 6:00pm
Jan. 22-23  • Savannah River Presbytery meeting at GCI

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
Events Happy New Year
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  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder EmeritusH
and must embrace them

before they are ordained 
and installed.

The Constitution of the 
PCA, which is subject to and 
subordinate to the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, 
the inerrant Word of God, 
consists of its doctrinal standards 
set forth in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, together 
with the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms, and the Book of 
Church Order, comprising the 
Form of Government, the Rules 
of Discipline and the Directory 
for Worship; all as adopted by 
the Church.  (BCO, Preface)

Join us as we begin a study of 
the WCF in the Sunday School 
class.

The Westminster Confession of 
Faith is a Reformed confession of 
faith in the Calvinist tradition.  It 
was prepared by the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines in 1646 to 
advise the English Parliament on how 
to bring the church of England into 
greater conformity with the Church 
of Scotland and the Continental 
Reformed churches.  At the time, 
England was engaged in a civil war.  
King Charles I ascended to the 
throne in 1625 with the goal of 
uniting England and Scotland under 
his rule and establishing a state 
church with a high Anglican liturgy.  
However, his plans were blocked by 
the Puritans.

More than fifty years earlier 
John Knox persuaded the Scottish 
Parliament to abandon Catholicism 
and establish the Reformed faith 
in the new church of Scotland.  
Charles’ army was defeated by 
the Scottish Covenanters and the 
King was forced to call the English 
Parliament (the Long Parliament) 
into session to raise support to 
return and defeat the Scottish army.  
By this time, reformers, who wanted 
to purify the Anglican church, had 
been elected to Parliament in large 
numbers and controlled it.  They 
refused to comply with the king’s 
request and raised support to defeat 
him.  The Long Parliament’s greatest 

achievement was the Westminster 
Assembly, 121 clergy from all parts 
of England were invited to work on 
a set of eceseastical reforms. The 
Assembly met at Westminster Abby 
in London and the document they 
produced, a summary of Scriptural 
teaching with Scripture proofs, 
became known as the Westminster 
Confession of Faith (1647).  
Shortly thereafter the Assembly 
produced the Shorter and Larger 
Catechisms with Scriptural proofs 
for instructional purposes.  These 
documents on doctrine, church 
government, and worship have 
largely defined Presbyterianism to 
this day.

When the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America 
was formed in 1788, it adopted 
the Westminster standards, as 
containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Scriptures.  However, 
over the years, the standards were 
revised on numerous occasions.  
When the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA) was formed in 1973 
it decided to return to the original 
American form of the standards 
with two minor deletions; one of 
which was the deletion of the pope 
as the antichrist.

Elders and Deacons in the PCA 
are instructed in these standards 

(continued in the far left column)

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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     JANUARY
 Anniversaries & 

Birthdays

 1        John & Kay McCleskey

2 Jules Anderson 

3 Becky Roulo

8 Ponda Watson

14                          Ray Rideout 

19                          Diana Davis

19 Caitlin Love

21                        Sandy Ansley

23 Joel Barry

30                        Anne Gibson

30 Annie Sparks

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy 

blast,
And our eternal home.

Under the shadow of your throne
Your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone,

And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting you are God,

To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in your sight
Are like an evening gone;

Short as the watch that ends the 
night

Before the rising sun.

The busy tribes of flesh and 
blood,

With all their lives and cares,
Are carried downward by your 

flood,
And lost in following years.

Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;

They fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,

O be our guard while troubles 
last,

And our eternal home.

Isaac Watts was extremely 
talented in writing verse.  
Indeed, even as a child, he 
often turned his everyday 
conversations into poetry.  It 
comes as no surprise to learn 
that he often turned to writing 
poetry as a consolation and 
strength during difficult times 
in his life.  
   Difficult times were not 
foreign to the Watts family.  
Some of Isaac’s earliest 
memories of his father, twice 
imprisoned for his religious 
beliefs, were times that his 
mother took him to visit 
him in prison.  When Queen 
Anne took the throne in 
England, she brought more 
religious freedom to the 
country, and the Watts family 
enjoyed freedom to exercise 
their beliefs.  However, in 
1714, Queen Anne lay on 
her deathbed with no son or 
daughter to succeed her.  It 
was a very anxious time for 
the country, especially those 
who, like the Watts, had their 
religious freedoms at stake.
  This was the occasion that 
Isaac Watts turned to Psalm 
90 for strength and penned 
the words to this hymn.  As we 
look at the words he wrote, 
we can see how they relate 
to the issues on his heart.  
Notice, especially in verse 2, 
how he says that our security 
is under God’s throne, not 
the throne of a man, and our 
only sure defense is in Him.  

Notice in verse 6 his mention 
about people passing on, and 
the memory of them being 
quickly forgotten.
   It is also interesting to 
note, that many of us have 
known this song to be titled, 
“O God, Our Help in Ages 
Past”.  However, “Our God, 
Our Help…” are Watts’ 
original words.  John Wesley 
reworded it in 1738 to “O 
God…” when he published 
it in his hymnal.   Our Trinity 
Hymnal keeps the text as 
Watts wrote it.  
   The tune we know for “Our 
God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
is called “St. Anne” and was 
composed by British organist 
William Croft in 1708.  This 
tune has been borrowed by 
several composers, including 
Bach and Handel, who 
wrote variations of it, or 
incorporated it into their own 
compositions.
    As this new year approaches, 
we face uncertainties similar 
to those that prompted the 
writing of this great hymn 
of faith.  Let us think deeply 
upon the text of this hymn 
and pray that God will use it 
to encourage and strengthen 
our hearts.  Let us pray for 
eyes of faith to have an eternal 
perspective, and to understand 
and trust God’s sovereignty 
and the sufficiency of His arm.  
May you experience great 
peace in the arm and defense 
of our great Savior!

 OUR GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST

Christian
Ed.

WESTMINSTER 
CONFESSION OF 

FAITH

Session

WCF
and must 

S T E W A R D S H I P

Tithes and Offerings needed for 
budget  YTD 2020:  

$344,448
Actual Tithes and Offerings 

received  YTD 2020:
$368,400

YTD Income vs. Expenses:
- $500

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for December:
89  AM    47  PM    

  From the Session .  .  .
The Session met on 12/15/20 and approved the following actions:

1. The 2021 GCI budget.
2. Publish the Grace at Home Newsletter quarterly rather than monthly.
3. Begin an adult Sunday School class on the Westminster Confession of Faith.  The class will
    be led by Ruling Elder Jose Veciana.
4. Begin a study of R.C. Sproul's video series "Dust to Glory" during Wednesday Night
    Fellowship.  The study will be led by Ruling Elder David Roulo.
5. Begin a "Fireside Fellowship" after the evening worship service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays
    of the month during the winter months.  Soup or chili will be served as we sit around a
    bonfire.
6. Hold a congregational meeting on 1/6/21 to present the budget to the congregation.

     READ THE BIBLE

 Workday 12/12

 Christmas Carolers 12/18


