
THE WORLD IS DIVIDED
Currently, our nation is 

marked by division.  If you 
have spent any time glancing 
at the news, you know there 
is much hatred, violence, and 
bloodshed.  This makes us 
pray for God to act, and long 
for Christ to return, it also 
provides the church with a 
unique opportunity to shine.  
Christ calls the church to be a 
light on a hill and a house of 
refuge in this darkened world.  
The church is designed to be 
a people of love, peace, and 
unity, something the world 
desperately needs right now.

THE CHURCH IS UNITED BY 
GOD

While every member of the 
church has unique personalities 
and varied backgrounds, what 
unites us all is our Triune God.  
God is not a distant stranger 
to us; He is our dearest 
companion.  Through Jesus 
Christ, we know God and speak 
to God as our Heavenly Father.  
Each of us in the church, from 
the youngest to the oldest is 
meant to know that our Father 
loves us, cares for us, provides 

for us, and eternally watches 
over us (Psalm 121:4).  

The church is not only united 
by our Heavenly Father, but 
also through our loving Savior.  
For Jesus Christ is the chief 
cornerstone of the church, and 
we each are individual living 
stones mortared together 
by our Savior (1 Peter 2:5).  
Jesus Christ has secured our 
redemption through his perfect 
obedience, and sacrificial death 
and thereby made us recipients 
of everlasting salvation.  
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit 
bonds us together.  He has 
chosen to take up residence 
not in the temple in Jerusalem, 
but in individual members of 
the church of Jesus Christ.  
We each are holy dwelling 
places of the Spirit of God (2 
Corinthians 6:16).  

THE CHURCH IS UNITED 
THROUGH LOVE

While God has made us a 
part of the same holy family, 
citizens of the same heavenly 
kingdom, and servants of the 
same Master, unity takes work 
and is only achieved through 
love.  Each of us is called to 

pursue peace.  As sons and 
daughters of God, we are 
peacemakers (Matthew 5:5), 
who must daily aim to live in 
harmony with our brothers and 
sisters in the faith.  Our Lord 
calls us to conduct ourselves 
with “humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.”(Ephesians 
4:2-3)  May we quickly forgive 
and ask for forgiveness.  May 
we not allow sin to divide us, 
but may we imitate our God, 
by allowing love to cover a 
multitude of sins.  This truly 
is a foreign concept and an 
infrequent activity in our day.  
But how good and pleasant it 
is when brothers and sisters 
dwell in unity (Psalm 133:1), 
and how attractive to this lost 
world.  May God continue His 
good work in us, causing us to 
shine the light of his grace in 
our church, for the glory of His 
great Name!
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J U L Y  E V E N T S . . .MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

PRAYER MEETING
5:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:30-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

P R A Y E R  M E E T I N G 

Join us every Sunday afternoon at 5:15 for a time 
of corporate prayer.  The whole family is welcome.  
Our pastor distributes a prayer list and people 
may volunteer to pray for the needs of the church.  
"Then you will call upon me and come and pray to 
me, and I will hear you.  You will seek me and find 
me, when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be 
found by you, declares the LORD." (Jer. 29:12-14)

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America
Grace Church of  the  Is lands

 
July    5  • Men's Devotional at 8:15am  
July    7  • SHINE fellowship at 3:00pm
July    7  • Deacons Meeting at 6:00pm
July    8  • WNF - Pastor led 4-week study on worship, every other
                  week no meal at first at 6:30pm
July  18  • Presbytery Meeting at Trinity at 8:30am
July  21  • Joint Officers Meeting at 6:00pm 
July  31-Aug. 1 • Youth Weekend 

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
Events
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  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder EmeritusOrdo Salutis  
continued

     A regenerated person trusts 
in Christ and is justified not 
because of anything done by the 
believer, but by the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ and is accepted as 
righteous—made right according 
to the Law and justified before 
God the Father.  (Rom. 3:22-24, 
5:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:26-31; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
Phil. 3:8-11; )

ADOPTION: A regenerated 
person is justified and adopted 
into God’s family and is made a 
fellow heir with Christ to all the 
privileges of the sons of God. 
(Rom. 8:15-17, 23; Gal. 4:4-7) 

SANCTIFICATION: From 
regeneration to death the Holy 
Spirit renews the whole man 
in the image of Christ so that 
the believer increasingly is able 
to fight against sin and live for 
holiness.  A true believer can 
never fall out of God’s mercy 
and grace.  (2 Thess. 2:13-17; Eph. 
4:23-24; Rom. 6:4-11; Phil. 2:12-
13; 1 Cor. 1:26-31)

GLORIFICATION: “The souls 
of believers are at their death 
made perfect in holiness, and  
immediately pass into glory; and 
their bodies, being still united to 
Christ, rest in their graves till the 
resurrection”.  At the last day, 
when Christ returns, believers 
will be made perfect in body and 
soul. (Shorter Catechism, Q. 37 
and Rom. 8:18-23).

The steps in the Ordo Salutis 
are based on Scriptural texts 
describing God's sequence of 
saving acts and benefits as they 
occur in the life of the believer.

The Ordo Salutis is a logical order of 
God’s plan of redemption, each step 
in His plan with its own meaning 
and function.  It is not found neatly 
presented in one place in Scripture but 
taken from many passages that speak 
to the general process of salvation in 
a believer’s life.  The only redeemer 
of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus.  This 
is true because he accomplished our 
redemption in his messianic work as 
prophet, priest, and king, and applies 
this redemption to his elect by the 
blood of Jesus through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ELECTION: One’s election is from 
the beginning of time, is sealed through 
faith, and is continued until death and 
glorification.  God foreknew certain 
people and predestined them to 
receive His divine call to be conformed 
to the image of His Son. Those He 
predestined He did so by His grace and 
not by anything merited by those He 
predestined. (Rom. 8:29-30, 9:15-16; 
Eph. 1:4-10, 1 Thess. 1:4)

GOD'S EFFECTUAL CALLING: 
The application of redemption begins 
with God the Father’s inward call 
to sinners who are dead in sin.  It is 
effectual because it leads those whom 
God has elected into a state of salvation.  
Man is incapable of saving himself.  It is 
a sovereign act of God alone.  He is the 
author and the agent in the call.  Paul 
tells us that those who are called by 
God are also justified. (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 
1:8-10)
REGENERATION: Man’s response 

to the inward call can only come when 
he is given a new heart, a change that 
results in a new creature.  While the 
mode of regeneration is a mystery, 
the work of regeneration is done by 
the Holy Spirit.  Regeneration is the 
beginning of being made holy, by turning 
our enmity to love and our disbelief to 
faith that Jesus is the Christ.  By God’s 
grace we yield to His call and are “born 
of the Spirit” so that we cry out in faith 
and repentance and are justified.  The 
embrace of Christ in faith is the first 
evidence of regeneration. We repent 
and believe because we have been 
regenerated. (2 Cor. 5:17; John 1:12-13, 
3:5-8; Ezek. 36:25-27; Eph. 4:20-24)

FAITH and REPENTANCE: 
Regeneration is the renewing of heart 
and mind and one of its effects is saving 
faith—the belief that Jesus is Lord 
and Savior.  God regenerates and man 
believes.  This is not blind faith, but one 
based on knowledge, conviction, and 
trust.  We must know who Christ is, 
what he has done, and what he is able 
to do. In faith we receive and rest on 
Christ alone for salvation. There is only 
one mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus. Saving faith is a 
penitent faith and true repentance is 
a believing repentance.  Repentance 
is the turning from sin and trusting in 
Christ our Savior.  (John 10:25-30; Eph. 
2:4-10;  Acts 2:38-40)

JUSTIFICATION: Is a one-time act 
of God’s free grace to pardon all the 
sins of the regenerate person and 
accept him as righteous in God’s sight.   

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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  July
 Anniversaries & 

Birthdays

15 Bobby & Pam 
Welch

18                  Pete & Jennifer
Phillips

23                  Brian & Nadya  
Purtell

3 Tom Taylor

8 Susan Barry

12 Kanan Harden

16 Abby Cunningham

16 Brian Purtell 

18 Craig Harrell

19                      Daniel Gibson

20 Jose Veciana

21                      David Lamson

23 Bill Morris

23 Bobby Welch

24                       Louis Watson

25                         Emily Pigott

30                      Donna Messer

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:  $172,224  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:  $197,595

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    + $12,500

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for June 2020:       AM  105      PM  51  

Samuel Rutherford’s (c.1600-
1661) life message was the 
beauty of Christ.  The Scottish 
minister, professor, apologist and 
author saw Christ in His glory 
through the eyes of faith and 
loyally preached and defended 
the Gospel and the Christian 
worldview throughout his life.

On at least two occasions, 
Rutherford’s writings landed him 
in legal trouble.  The first time, he 
was removed from his ministry 
in 1636 and forbidden to preach 
for two years. This is when he 
began writing his famous letters, 
lovingly addressing his friends 
and family, but most of all, his 
congregation.  He wrote to 
encourage especially those who 
were suffering, to comfort and 
inspire them to good works.

But it was Ann Ross Cousin 
(1824-1906) who wrote “The 
Sands of Time Are Sinking” which 
is based on Rutherford’s letters 
and his words from his deathbed.  
A gifted poet and the wife of a 
minister of the Free Church of 
Scotland, she often wrote hymns 
for her husband’s sermons.  “The 
Sands of Time” came from a much 
longer poem entitled “The Last 
Words of Samuel Rutherford” 
but was shortened to be included 
in a hymnal.  Cousin refined 
Rutherford’s words and added 
poetic and Biblical imagery to 
compose the beautiful, singable 
verses.

Notice the imagery set forth 

in the first verse.  The end of life 
is pictured as the last grains of 
sand flowing from an hourglass. 
Beyond the darkness of his life 
of difficulties, Rutherford can see 
Jesus, the Dayspring, illuminating 
the horizon of eternity, and he 
eagerly anticipates the glory in 
heaven, Emmanuel’s land. The 
remaining verses fill our minds 
with images of heaven and kindle 
a longing in our hearts to be 
there!

 “The Sands of Time are Sinking” 
is set to a tune composed by the 
French violinist Chrétien Urhan 
and arranged by British organist 
and composer Edward Rimbault.

Rutherford’s book Lex Rex, 
which defended the Christian 
worldview, caused him to be 
cited for high treason (but 
mercifully, he died before his trial) 
and was officially burned in both 
Scotland and England.  However, 
it served as great inspiration for 
the American colonists to stand 
against the tyranny of England. 
His works have continued to 
inspire God’s people over the 
centuries.

What a blessing to have such 
a significant portion of our 
Christian heritage preserved 
for us in singable verse!  May 
the courage and sweet words of 
Samuel Rutherford strengthen 
our faith as we study and sing 
this hymn in worship and praise 
to the Lamb of glory who we will 
see in Emmanuel’s land!

  

 The Sands of Time are Sinking

Youth Retreat 2020                 July 31 - August 1
The youth (7th–12th grades) will have a retreat on July 31
–August 1 at GCI from 10:00am–8:30pm. They will have
a time of Bible study, singing, off-site activities, bonfires,
and smores. The guest speaker will be David Vogel from
Charlotte, NC. He is a student at Greenville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, an author, and a teacher at
Greyfriars Classical Academy. He is also an intern at
Redeemer Presbyterian Church. Invite your friends for
this time of learning and fellowship. Be watching your
email for an Evite from Brian Purtell. Parents need to
sign a release form that will allow their youth to be
transported from the church property to the afternoon
activities.  A donation of $25 per youth is suggested.

The sands of time are sinking,
the dawn of heaven breaks,

the summer morn I've sighed for,
the fair sweet morn awakes;

dark, dark hath been the midnight,
but dayspring is at hand,
and glory, glory dwelleth

in Emmanuel's land.

The King there in his beauty
without a veil is seen;

it were a well-spent journey,
though sev'n deaths lay between:

the Lamb with his fair army
doth on Mount Zion stand,

and glory, glory dwelleth
in Emmanuel's land.

O Christ, he is the fountain,
the deep sweet well of love!

The streams on earth I've tasted,
more deep I'll drink above:
there to an ocean fullness
his mercy doth expand,

and glory, glory dwelleth
in Emmanuel's land.

The bride eyes not her garment,
but her dear bridegroom's face;

I will not gaze at glory,
but on my King of grace;

not at the crown he gifteth,
but on his piercèd hand:
the Lamb is all the glory

of Emmanuel's land.

              

Christian
Ed.

Ref.: Faith, Not By Sight: Paul and the Order 
of Salvation by Richard Gaffin

Ordo Salutis
Redemption Applied
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