
 I was reading an article on The 
Gospel Coalition website during 
Memorial Day weekend and felt 
strongly convicted to address 
this topic to the GCI community.  
I have borrowed a little of their 
content combined with a heavy 
dose of personal commentary.

 
I’m sure you are aware that 

your church leaders have been 
presented with a series of 
unprecedented challenges over 
the past few months as we seek 
to biblically shepherd the flock 
through this pandemic. The latest 
very complex challenge is how 
to prudently resume in-person 
gatherings while protecting 
the safety and health of God’s 
people. Just a partial list of church 
activities includes worship 
services, Lord’s Supper, Sunday 
schools, choir, children & youth 
ministries, various small group 
meetings, Women’s Ministry 
functions, Thursday Ladies’ Bible 
Study, and Wednesday Night 
Fellowship.

 
The logistical details are 

daunting and fraught with the 
potential for division. Many of our 
members have strong convictions 

about “the right way” to proceed. 
Some are eager to resume all 
activities now so we can get back 
to “normal” as soon as possible. 
The polar opposite would hold 
that it’s unwise to meet until 
there’s a vaccine. Most of our 
community fall somewhere in 
between. 

 
Isn’t it remarkable how 

confident some of us are in our 
views right now? Unfounded 
certainty is spreading more 
quickly than the actual 
coronavirus. Most of us could use 
a heavy dose of humility and the 
church should lead the way!

 
GCI has a unique opportunity 

at this time and place to model 
love that places the interests of 
others above self. Some of the 
body have elected to stay home 
for now, others attend services 
with face masks and attend to 
social distancing, and still others 
see these precautions as needless 
overreaction. But we all are called 
to sacrifice our ideal for a season, 
out of love for our brothers & 
sisters in the faith. “Let us not 
pass judgment on one another 
any longer, but rather decide 

never to put a stumbling block 
or hindrance in the way of a 
brother” (Rom 14:13).

 
When fellowshipping with our 

brothers & sisters either remotely 
or face-to-face, we will do well to 
follow the lead of James when he 
stated, “Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow 
to anger” (Jam 1:19). And may 
our leaders and members alike 
“do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than 
ourselves” (Phil 2:3).

 
In conclusion, be assured 

that your leaders seek to avoid 
division while promoting unity 
within our community. “How 
good and pleasant it is when 
brothers dwell in unity” (Ps. 133). 
May the Holy Spirit work unity in 
all of us in ways our flesh resists 
and by God’s grace may we seize 
the opportunity set before us to 
be a shining light for the Islands 
community.
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J U N E  E V E N T S . . .MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

PRAYER MEETING
5:15 PM

EVENING WORSHIP
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6/10 - 6:30-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

S E N I O R  P A S T O R  U P D A T E
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 

122:1. It has been a delight to be able to gather in the Lord’s House on Sun-
days!  I trust that the coronavirus has taught us all what a gift that corporate 
worship is to our souls.  What a blessing to be able to sit under His Word, to 
sing him praises, and to bring our prayers before His throne.  How sweet it will 
soon be to sit at His table and be reminded of his love for us.  For those of you 
who have been unable to join us on Sundays, know that we miss you, and are 
praying the Lord would bless you until we can be together again.

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America
Grace Church of  the  Is lands

June   2  • SHINE fellowship at 3:00pm
June   2  • Deacon's Meeting at 6:00pm
June   4  • Ladies Bible Study - 8-week study on emptyness at 10:00am 
June   7  • Men's Devotional at 8:15am 
June   7  • WM Council meeting at 4:30pm 
June 10  • WNF - Pastor led 4-week study on worship, every other week 
                  no meal at first at 6:30pm
June 18  • Session Meeting at 6:00pm
June 27  • Ladies Tea with Aloha Cunningham at 10:00am

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

GCI
Events
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  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder EmeritusOrdo Salutis  
continued

   A regenerate person trusts 
in Christ and is justified not 
because of anything done by the 
believer, but by the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ and is accepted as 
righteous—made right according 
to the Law and justified before 
God the Father.  (Romans 3:22-
24; 1 Cor. 1:26-31; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
Phil. 3:8-11; Romans 5:1-11)

ADOPTION: A regenerated 
person is justified and adopted 
into God’s family and is made a 
fellow heir with Christ to all the 
privileges of the sons of God. 
(Romans 8:15-17, 23; Gal. 3:29, 
4:4-7) 

SANCTIFICATION: From 
regeneration to death the Holy 
Spirit renews the whole man 
in the image of Christ so that 
the believer increasingly is able 
to fight against sin and live for 
holiness.  A true believer can 
never fall out of God’s mercy 
and grace.  (2 Thess. 2:13-17; 
Eph. 4:23-24; Romans 6:4-11; Phil. 
2:12-13; 1 Cor. 1:26-31)

GLORIFICATION: “The souls 
of believers are at their death 
made perfect in holiness, and do 
immediately pass into glory; and 
their bodies, being still united to 
Christ, do rest in their graves till 
the resurrection”.  At the last day, 
when Christ returns, believers 
will be made perfect in body and 
soul. (Shorter Catechism, Q. 37 
and Romans 8:18-23).

One is tempted to put a time 
frame with this process, however, 
they are all logical steps in the 
same event.

The Ordo Salutis is a logical order of the 
application of God’s plan of redemption, 
each step with its own meaning 
and function.  It is not found neatly 
presented in one place in Scripture but 
taken from many passages that speak 
to the general process of salvation in 
a believer’s life.  The only redeemer 
of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus.  This 
is true because he accomplished our 
redemption in his messianic work as 
prophet, priest, and king, and applies 
this redemption to his elect by the 
blood of Jesus through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ELECTION: One’s election is from 
the beginning of time, is sealed through 
faith, and is continued until death and 
glorification.  God foreknew certain 
people and predestinated them to 
receive His divine call to be conformed 
to the image of His Son.  (Romans 
8:29-30, Eph. 1:4-10, Romans 9:15-16, 1 
Thess. 1:4,  2 Tim. 2:10)

GOD'S EFFECTUAL CALLING: 
The application of redemption begins 
with God the Father’s inward call 
to sinners who are dead in sin.  It is 
effectual because it leads those whom 
God has elected into a state of salvation.  
Man is incapable of saving himself.  It is 
a sovereign act of God alone.  He is the 
author and the agent in the call.  Paul 
tells us that those who are called by 
God are also justified. (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 
1:8-10)

REGENERATION: Man’s response 
to the inward call can only come when 

he is given a new heart, a change that 
results in a new creature.  While the 
mode of regeneration is a mystery, 
the work of regeneration is done by 
the Holy Spirit.  Regeneration is the 
beginning of being made holy, by turning 
our enmity to love and our disbelief to 
faith that Jesus is the Christ.  By God’s 
grace we yield to His call and are “born 
of the Spirit” so that we cry out in faith 
and repentance and are justified.  The 
embrace of Christ in faith is the first 
evidence of regeneration. We repent 
and believe because we have been 
regenerated. (2 Cor. 5:17; John 1:12-13, 
3:5-8; Ezek. 36:25-27; Eph. 4:20-24; Col. 
3:9-10)

FAITH and REPENTANCE: 
Regeneration is the renewing of 
heart and mind and one of its effects 
is saving faith—the belief that Jesus 
is Lord and Savior.  God regenerates 
and man believes.  Faith is knowledge, 
conviction, and trust.  This is not blind 
faith.  We must know who Christ is, 
what he has done, and what he is able 
to do. In faith we receive and rest on 
Christ alone for salvation. There is only 
one mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus. Saving faith is a 
penitent faith and true repentance is 
a believing repentance.  Repentance 
is the turning from sin and trusting in 
Christ our Savior.  (John 10:25-30; Eph. 
2:4-10;  Acts 2:38-40)

JUSTIFICATION: Is a one-time act 
of God’s free grace to pardon all the 
sins of the regenerate person and 
accept him as righteous in God’s sight.   

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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  June
 Anniversaries & 

Birthdays

5 Ron & Jean 
Wiggins

10                     Clay & Karra
Harden

16                   Mark & Nancy  
Board

16                  David & Cathy
Roulo

18                     Craig & Gina
Harrell

18                     Jeff & Debbie
Mullis

25                        Jose & Julie
Veciana

4 Leah Boyd

8 Erin Vernon

12 Crosby Abney

12 Estelle Vernon

21 Mckenzie Sparks 

22 Sam Vernon

24                         Clay Harden

24 Violet Harden

25 Bobby Missroon

28 Toni McCray

28                               Rita Tady

29                          Kyril Purtell

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:  $145,728  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:  $170,690

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    + $12,405

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for May 2020:       AM  97      PM  50  

There is no other experience 
here on earth that more closely 
resembles what heaven will be 
like than the gathering of God’s 
people in corporate worship.  Truly 
our corporate singing, praying, 
confession of sin, and hearing the 
Word are (to borrow words from 
Isaac Watts) celestial fruits on 
earthly ground.  

   In the very first pages of our 
Trinity Hymnal there is a short 
table of contents.  Here, the hymn 
sections are listed in the order 
they occur in the hymnal.  The 
very first section is “God”, and the 
first group of hymns are all about 
his perfections.  This should be 
the starting point of our worship 
and prayer.  It stands to reason 
that the first hymn would be a call 
to worship, bringing us in to the 
hymns of his perfections.

      “All People That on Earth 
Do Dwell” is often called “Old 
Hundredth” because it is a 
rendition of the 100th Psalm.  It 
is possibly the oldest hymn of 
praise in the English language.  In 
alternating verses, we see the call 
and the reason.  Why sing and 
fear him?  Because he is God.  
Why joyful praise?  Because he is 
good.  The tune carries the same 
name, and we sing it regularly 
in our services as a tune to the 
“Doxology”, which means “Praise 
to God”.

   The two most influential leaders 
in the Protestant Reformation, 
Martin Luther in Germany, and 
John Calvin (a Frenchman who 
fled to Switzerland to escape 

persecution) placed high priority 
on singing in worship.  Luther had 
been deeply influenced by the 
Medieval Latin hymns of the church 
and translated many of them into 
German for his congregations.  
Calvin however, rejected any part 
of the Catholic service and relied 
solely on the scriptures, specifically 
the Psalms for singing.  He enlisted 
the best musicians and poets of 
the day to help him compile the 
Genevan Psalter.  This was the 
Psalms arranged in metrical poetic 
form and set to singable tunes.  
This Psalter became one of the 
most famous hymnals in history.

   William Kethe (d. 1594) and 
Louis Bourgeois (1510-1561) were 
two of the men who contributed 
to the Genevan Psalter.  “All 
People That on Earth do Dwell” 
is one of the finest examples from 
the Psalter, the verse authored 
by Kethe and the tune composed 
by Bourgeois.  Thus, began the 
publication of many Psalters with 
increasingly modern wording to 
newly composed and well-known 
hymn tunes. 

    Of all the elements of our 
worship, the singing of Psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs most 
closely connects us with the 
history of the Church and allows 
us to literally commune with the 
saints and all the hosts of heaven in 
praise to God.  Of all the songs that 
we sing, the singing of the Psalms, 
the songbook of the Bible, gives us 
the perfect, inerrant Word of God 
to sing to Him as an offering of our 
hearts.  From the Psalms we

can sing songs of praise, petition, 
wisdom, instruction and prophecy; 
words that are all inspired and will 
endure forever. 

As we incorporate more 
selections from the psalters in 
our worship services, let us thank 
God for the privilege of singing 
His Word, praying it and hearing 
it preached; for as Moses said, it is 
no empty word for us, it is our life. 
(Deut. 32:47).

  

 All People That On Earth Do Dwell

Women's Ministry
Ladies' Tea:  The Women's Ministry will 
host a welcome event for Alohalani 
Cunningham on June 27 at the church from
10am to 12pm.  Please sign up to bring finger
food.  The signup sheet is on the back table in the
Sanctuary. You may also use the one online (see the
weekly update).
Ladies Bible Study:  On June 4th the Ladies will
begin an eight-week study using Nancy Guthrie's
video series entitled: "God Does His Best Work with
Empty".  Thursdays from 10am to 12pm.

All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.

Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make;
We are His folk, He doth us feed,

And for His sheep He doth us take.

O enter then His gates with praise;
Approach with joy His courts unto;

Praise, laud, and bless His Name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good;
His mercy is forever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
The God Whom Heaven and earth 

adore,
From men and from the angel host

Be praise and glory evermore.

Christian
Ed.

Ref. Faith, Not By Sight by Richard Gaffin

Ordo Salutis
Redemption Applied

Women's 
Ministry


