
What are your thoughts (and 
practices) on obeying the Fourth 
Commandment?  There is often 
confusion, guilt, and in our culture 
indifference, associated with this 
command.   This writing is a brief 
attempt to whet your appetite for 
a deeper inquiry into the subject 
and to refer you to some excellent 
resources.

There is a lot to consider in 
working out a clear, biblically 
based understanding of proper 
obedience to the command.  Some 
valid questions that naturally arise 
are: 

•  Did Jesus abolish the Sabbath?  
(see Matthew 5:17-19).

• What about our Christian 
liberty? (Colossians 2: 16-17,) 
“Therefore let no one pass 
judgment on you in questions of 
food and drink, or with regard 
to a festival or a new moon or a 
Sabbath. These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ.”  See also: 
Galatians 4:9-10, and Romans 14:5.

• What kind of a law is the 
Fourth Commandment?  (Civil, 
Ceremonial, Moral)?  Why does it 
matter?

•  Why is the Christian Sabbath 
the first day of the week and the 

Old Testament Sabbath was the 
seventh?

• How do we avoid becoming 
like the Pharisees who had 1,529 
laws governing the Sabbath?

• If it is important how people 
of the New Covenant observe the 
Sabbath, then why isn’t it more 
clearly defined in scripture?

Obviously, answering these 
questions would take far more 
space than we have here and the 
point in raising them is to create 
interest in acquiring our own 
answers.  To assist, four references 
are listed below that address our 
questions very thoughtfully and 
biblically.  Also, it helps to note 
that Jesus devoted more time 
to teaching about the Fourth 
Commandment, through both 
word and example, than to any 
other commandment.  This proves 
the importance and assures the 
good results of our efforts to 
properly understand Christian 
Sabbath keeping.

In closing, here is a quote from 
David Vogel’s book (referenced 
below) that gives a good 
perspective.

If the Sabbath offers a foretaste 
of heaven, as the author of Hebrews 
teaches (3:7-4:11), then it ought 

to be the richest and most joyful 
day of our week. (Of course, our 
tastes are not yet what they should 
be, so the Sabbath will not always 
delight us, but we should expect to 
delight in it more and more as we 
grow more and more like Christ 
over the course of our Christian 
walk.) We should expect, with a 
little thought, planning, and prayer, 
to be able to fill our Sabbath hours 
in ways that honor God, sanctify 
the day, and increasingly delight our 
own hearts. 

Here are a few excellent 
references.  The C.E. Committee 
has several copies of each.  Yours 
for the asking.

• Call the Sabbath a Delight  by 
Walter J. Chantry

• If You Call the Sabbath a Delight': 
The Sabbath for New Testament 
Christians by David Vogel

• OBSERVING THE SABBATH  a 
pamphlet by Terry L. Johnson

• The Lord's Day by Joseph Pipa
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O N L I N E  M I N I S T R Y

Worship Services
 Audio Recordings of the entire service: gcipca.org
 Video Recordings of the sermons: GCI Facebook page

Sunday
 Wisdom Seekers - The Providence of God: Please
             contact the church office.
 Pastor's Virtual Prayer Meeting: Please see the Weekly
             Update or contact the church office.

WNF
 Children's Catechism: Please contact the church office.
 Youth - The Life of Christ: Please contact the church
             office.
 Adult - Study of the Psalms: Please contact the church
             office.

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

G r a c e  C h u r c h 
o f  t h e  Is l a n d s
Presbyterian ChurCh in ameriCa

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

S E N I O R  P A S T O R  U P D A T E

Our church has recently started a prayer meeting on Sundays at 4:30 pm. 
While it is an unusual way to have a prayer meeting (through Zoom), it is 
a glorious gift to be able to approach the throne of grace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ together. I invite you to join us whether you are a seasoned 
prayer warrior or have never prayed out loud in front of others. Our Father 
in Heaven is delighted to hear the words of His children, which through 
Christ are a pleasing aroma to Him.

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America

GCI 
Online 

Grace Church of  the  Is lands



2

  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder EmeritusMusic Notes 
continued

. . . So, what is the significance 
of our singing about, and thinking 
about the first day of the week?  
God has provided a tremendous 
spiritual resource in sanctifying 
a day for us every week to 
respond to him.  We can access 
this resource as we worship, 
study the Word, enjoy fellowship, 
and set our minds on spiritual 
matters.  And for God’s Church, 
our time away from fellowship 
is not the “new normal”.   Let us 
pray that God will watch over 
and protect his people; that he 
will quickly bring about the time 
when we can meet together in 
corporate worship as he has 
ordained.  And in the meantime, 
let us approach the Lord’s Day 
with renewed enthusiasm and 
openness of heart, even though 
we are apart.  Be diligent to 
worship each Sunday, and let us 
look forward to assembling once 
again in His house.  Do not take 
lightly God’s provision of grace.

The English word, “worship” is derived 
from an Old English term meaning 
“worthiness” or “worthship”.  We were 
created to worship God.  Because of Who 
He is and all He has done; God alone is 
worthy of our worship.  Scripture tells 
us that there is a proper way to worship 
God.  We saw this from the beginning with 
Cain and Abel.  There was an acceptable 
sacrifice of worship and there was an 
unacceptable sacrifice of worship.  If God 
cares so much about the worship of His 
people, it would make no sense that He 
would not provide us with instructions 
for how we are to glorify and worship 
Him.  We believe that God has directed 
us in the way we are to worship Him, and 
that direction is given in His Word.

“In the Reformed tradition, Christians 
have generally held to what is called 
the Regulative Principle of Worship.  
The regulative principle states that 
Christians are to do nothing in worship 
except that which has been prescribed 
or commanded in Scripture.  Not only 
does this principle underscore the fact 
that God has revealed in His Word how 
He desires to be worshiped, but it also 
wonderfully safeguards worship from 
the innovations of sinful mankind.” (Jon 
Payne).

At GCI, we seek to follow the 
example set forth in the Word of God. 
The elements of our worship seek to 
bring glory to the Triune God in a way 
that is reverent, God-centered and God 
inspired.  We are led and enabled in our 
worship by the Holy Spirit.  Our worship 
is Trinitarian, directed to God the Father 

in the Name of God the Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the World, 
and through the Power of God the 
Holy Spirit.  We believe that corporate 
worship is participatory--members of the 
congregation are involved in the worship; 
they are not merely spectators.  We sing 
hymns and psalms, we recite the Law of 
God, and confess with creeds.  We read 
God’s Word responsively in the Psalms.  
As we come to understand the great 
truths of Biblical theology, we will grow 
in our passion for worship and awe of 
the greatness of our Salvation in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  R. C. Sproul said, “The 
complaint that church is boring is never 
made by people in awe”.

God is the Creator of all worlds, 
Maker and Sustainer of all things and is 
altogether Holy.  Therefore, He is to be 
approached with reverence and awe.  
He is the Transcendent God who is high 
above us.  At the same time, He is the 
God who has come near to us in the 
Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
has provided the only way of Salvation for 
undeserving sinners like us through His 
shed blood.  He is the Immanent God 
who has drawn near to us.

Worship at GCI is simple.  We have a 
traditional, Reformed worship service 
that is joyful and reverent, utilizing the 
grand liturgical traditions and creeds in a 
warm and welcoming way.  Our preaching 
is expositional, our hymns seek to exalt 
the Glory of God and celebrate the 
Gospel of His Salvation and our prayers 
are filled with praise and confession.

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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  May
 Anniversaries & 

Birthdays

11 Patrick & Sarah 
Fields

18              Woelke & Megan
Leithart

25                      Joel & Susan
Barry

28                    Pete & Carole
Love

1 Iliya Purtell

5 Delylah Abney

10 Cole Bristol

10 Lise McLellan

10 Nadya Purtell

10 Gill Seymore 

11 Danielle Gibson

11                           Pam Welch

12 Rebecca Munday

13 Clark Bristol

13 Matthew Gibson

15                              Fran Luce

18                               Ike Barry

18               Jeannie O'Connor

21                        Gina Harrell

30                   Nancy Gallaher

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:  $112,608  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:  $131,081

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    + $8,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for April 2020:       Online

Christopher Wordsworth said, 
“It is the first duty of a hymn to 
teach sound doctrine and thence to 
save souls.”  The text of “O Day of 
Rest and Gladness” certainly bears 
testimony to his conviction.  It is 
full of references from scripture 
that point us to understand the 
great significance of the Lord’s 
Day.  Most of us have some 
understanding of the importance 
God places on the first day of the 
week, but as we examine this text, 
we can see truths that go much 
deeper.  This upbeat hymn tune 
moves so quickly when we sing, it 
is easy to miss what is really being 
sung.   Let us take a few minutes to 
explore this doctrinally rich hymn.  
Of course, as is often the case, this 
hymn is a great springboard for 
your own study and meditation.

The text of “O Day of Rest and 
Gladness” leads us in a unique 
topical study of Sunday, the first 
day of the week.  It begins by 
reminding us that Sunday should 
be a day of rest from our normal 
work routine.  This day is a change 
of pace from the other days of the 
week, providing gladness, healing 
and encouragement.  It also 
reminds us that throughout the 
ages, on this day, men of all estates 
have joined in the perpetual 
worship that takes place in heaven.  
The following verses point us to 
specific scriptures concerning 
Sunday.

The “triple light” is given to this 

day, illuminating its significance. 
Light was created, and creation 
began as we read in Genesis 1:1-
5.  Verse 5 says, “…evening and 
morning, the first day.”  Christ 
rose from the dead, we read in 
Luke 24.  Verse one begins, “On the 
first day of the week…” Likewise, 
the Holy Spirit was sent from 
heaven on Pentecost, which we 
know from Leviticus 23:15-16 to 
be the Feast of Weeks, beginning 
on the day after the seventh, the 
Sabbath, making it the first day of 
the week.  It is no coincidence that 
God ordained all these events on 
the first day of the week.

The third and fourth verses 
highlight Old Testament accounts 
and draw their spiritual parallels.  
Our day set aside for worship, 
prayer, and time in the Word gives 
us a clearer view of God’s promises 
and provisions, as Moses saw 
Canaan from Mt. Pisgah.  We sing 
about the silver trumpets Moses 
was instructed to make in order 
to gather God’s people (Numbers 
10:1-3).  We are also reminded 
that the gospel is shown forth, and 
we are fed from the Living Word 
as the Israelites were fed in the 
wilderness.  All the words of this 
hymn are full of insight and praise!  

Christopher Wordsworth was 
the nephew of the renowned 
British poet William Wordsworth.  
He was a brilliant man, and has 
many accomplishments to his 
credit, including serving as a bishop 

the last quarter of his life.  Lowell 
Mason, who served for a time at 
Independent Presbyterian Church, 
composed the tune used in our 
hymnal.

 O Day of Rest and Gladness

A Message from The Christian Education Committee
The Children's Catechism Class (4 years - 6th grade) meets each Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. through Zoom.  
We are having a great time!  There have been 14 children in attendance each week.  Praise the LORD!  If you 
have children who have not been participating but would like to do so, just let Nancy Board know. A sincere 
THANKS to everyone who attended the Child Protection Training in February for volunteers who work with 
children ages birth - 17 years.  The large turnout was very encouraging, and your enthusiasm for our Child 
Protection program was evident.  For those who attended but have not yet completed all the Child Protection 
requirements (background check, application with references), please do so as soon as possible.  Contact Nancy 
Board if you have questions.

The Wednesday Night Youth Class is led by Ronnie Nichols.  They meet on Wednesdays at 8:00 pm on Zoom.  
All who wish to attend should text or email Ronnie or contact the church office.

O day of rest and gladness, O day of 
joy and light,

O balm of care and sadness, most 
beautiful, most bright:

On you, the high and lowly, through 
ages joined in tune,

Sing holy, holy, holy, to the great God 
Triune.

On you, at the creation, the light first 
had its birth;

On you, for our salvation, Christ rose 
from depths of earth;

On you, our Lord, victorious, the 
Spirit sent from heaven,

And thus on you, most glorious, a 
triple light was given.

You are a port, protected from storms 
that round us rise;

A garden, intersected with streams of 
paradise;

You are a cooling fountain in life’s dry, 
dreary sand;

From you, like Pisgah’s mountain, we 
view our promised land.

Today on weary nations the heavenly 
manna falls;

To holy convocations the silver trum-
pet calls,

Where gospel light is glowing with 
pure and radiant beams,

And living water flowing, with soul 
refreshing streams.

New graces ever gaining from this our 
day of rest,

We reach the rest remaining to spirits 
of the blessed.

To Holy Ghost be praises, to Father, 
and to Son;

The church her voice upraises to you, 
blessed Three in One.

Christian
Ed.

Recording Session: Ronnie 
Nichols preparing  for his 

lesson 

The Regulative Principle
   

Continued
 on page 2


