
1 Peter 1:16&17: since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I 
am holy”.  And if you call on him 
as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one’s deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile.

There is great blessing to 
be found in living in the fear 
of the Lord, and great danger 
and loss in not doing so.  Let’s 
briefly touch on some basics 
and provide references to 
some excellent writings on the 
subject.

First, what does it mean to 
fear the Lord?  A common 
teaching is that the fear of the 
Lord in Scripture does not 
mean that we are to be afraid 
of God because God is love (I 
John 4:8), but, rather, we are 
to respect him.  This teaching 
has a point, but does it stand 
up to honest literary scrutiny?  
Actually no, it does not.  The 
Hebrew word (yireh) means 
to be afraid, terrified or in awe.  
Think of the Israelites at Mount 
Sinai when they heard the voice 
of the Lord and ‘were afraid, 
and trembled, and stood far off 
and said to Moses “You speak 

to us, lest we die.”’ (Ex 20: 18 
&19).
 

So how do we resolve the 
apparent discrepancy between 
a God who is to be feared and 
One who is also the essence of 
love?  This is explained well in 
Dr. Kim Riddlebarger’s article 
in TableTalk Magazine entitled, 
“The Blessings of Fearing God.”  
His main points, paraphrased 
and summarized, are as follows:
After Adam and Eve sinned, they 
were terrified when they heard 
God approaching.  That was 
because He is Holy and they, 
who were formerly innocent, 
were now guilty.  From that 
moment until the end of time, 
we all are sinners and, therefore, 
we rightfully should fear a Holy 
God who will punish all human 
sin.

However, God, who is love, 
was with His people (Adam & 
Eve) after the fall and made a 
gracious covenant to redeem 
His people (Gen 3:15), which he 
ratified with Abraham (Gen 12, 
15, 17 22:1-19).  God promised 
to Abraham that he would be 
the father of a great nation 
(Israel), that they would possess 

a great land, and that all nations 
would be blessed through him.  
All of the covenants throughout 
redemptive history add to the 
truth that “an all-powerful, holy, 
and sovereign God, who is 
to be feared, graciously calls 
to Himself a people through 
whom the promises made to 
Abraham will be fulfilled.  Those 
who fear God (acknowledge 
that He is all-powerful, holy, and 
sovereign) and also believe His 
promise to deliver them from 
His wrath (trust in a coming 
Messiah) will be blessed”. 
( Tab l e t a l kmag a z i n e . com , 
January 2018 edition).
 

For further inquiry, see also 
John Bunyan’s book The Fear 
of God and several other 
outstanding articles in TableTalk 
Magazine, easily found by 
searching the phrase fear of the 
Lord within their website. Let’s 
all invest time and effort in 
Bible-based study and learning 
to rightly fear the Lord.  
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It is hard to believe that I have been your pastor for five months and 
yet have never been formally installed as your pastor.  The coronavirus 
may have delayed our plans, but it is encouraging to know that our 
sovereign Father's plans never change!  I hope you can join us on 
September 6 at 6 pm for my installation as your senior pastor.  I trust 
it will be a joyful celebration as we worship our gracious and loving God 
together.  May God continue to be your chief delight and your constant 
companion as we serve our faithful God together!

GCI
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Sept.   1  • Deacons Meeting at 6:00pm  
Sept.   1  • SHINE fellowship at 3:00pm 
Sept.   2  • WNF - Church History at 6:30pm
Sept.   6  • Senior Pastor Installation Service at 6:00pm
Sept. 10  • Ladies Bible Study resumes at 10:00am
Sept. 15  • Session Meeting at 6:00pm 

For updated information please see the GCI Weekly Update.  If you 
are not receiving the Update and would like to, please contact the 
church office. 
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  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder Emeritus

     
Ruling Elder:  Ruling elders 

are laymen who have been 
elected, trained, ordained and 
installed to the office.  

Each elder has one vote in 
matters before the Session.  The 
fundamental responsibility of 
the elder is to shepherd God’s 
flock (guide and instruct) as they 
read, expound and preach the 
Word of God and administer the 
Sacraments.

In conclusion, there is a single 
office of leadership in the church 
which is described by a number 
of titles to emphasize different 
qualities.  This one office is 
called “Elder”, sometimes called 
“Bishop” or “Overseer”, and 
sometimes called “Shepherd-
Teacher”.  These are not different 
offices; they are all the same 
office, with different titles.  In the
New Testament we learn that the 
Apostles/Elders delegated some 
of their responsibilities to a newly 
created office of Deacon, which 
we will discuss next month. 

The word “elder” or “presbyter” comes 
from the New Testament Greek word 
“presbuteros”.  Presbyterian polity 
asserts that the authority of Christ is 
administered through the congregation 
by the elected representatives called 
elders or presbyters.  

Historical Church Leadership
In Ephesians we read, “And he [Christ] 
gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers 
[shepherd-teachers] to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ . . .”, a classic text 
concerning the leadership offices in 
the church (Eph. 4:11-12).  Of these 
four categories, three of them were 
temporary and one is a permanent, 
ongoing office.

The offices of Apostle and Prophet:  
Apostles and Prophets were specially 
chosen by God.  Apostles were 
people selected by Jesus who had 
the responsibility of writing the New 
Testament scriptures.  Prophets, the 
ones Paul is speaking about in Ephesians, 
were chosen by God and used by Him 
in special leadership offices, particularly 
in the authorship of the Old Testament 
scriptures.  The offices of Apostle and 
Prophet ceased when these men died, 
the canon was closed, and the Book 
finished.

The office of Evangelist:  The New 
Testament Evangelists Paul refers to in 
Ephesians 4 were gifted men sent out 
by the Apostles (Titus 1:5).  This was 
a special office and the men holding it, 
including Timothy and Titus, who were 

called to plant churches and ordain 
elders. While it is true that there are 
men today, who do the function of 
evangelism in the church, even full-
time, the special New Testament office 
of Evangelist is something different.  
This special, temporary office has also 
ceased.

The office of Shepherd-Teacher: In the 
Greek, this term refers to one ongoing 
and permanent office.  The term is 
commonly referred to as “Elder”, 
“Bishop” (Overseer) or “Shepherd-
Teacher”.  It refers to one and the same 
office.  Nowhere in the New Testament 
do we find this term being used to 
describe two or three different groups 
or classes of people (Acts 20:13-35 and 
Philippians 1:1).  

The Office of Elder
We find the office of elder modeled in 
the books of Timothy and Titus.  There 
was always a plurality of elders for each 
church (Acts 14 and 15).  Although 
there was but one office, in Timothy we 
learn that there are two types of Elders, 
and one of these, the “Pastor-Teacher”, 
deserves double honor (1 Tim. 5:17).  In 
the PCA we classify these two types of 
elders as: Teaching (TE) and Ruling (RE)-
-one office, two types, each with equal 
standing within the church.  In the PCA 
every organized church has at least one 
teaching elder and one ruling elder that 
constitute the Session.  

Teaching Elder:  Teaching elders are 
men who have been seminary trained 
and ordained.  These men have been 
elected to serve by the congregation 

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

3

  

SEPTEMBER
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1 Tom & Debbie
Taylor

5                Richard &  Jackie
Towns

16                     David & Toni
McCray

16                      Ed & Margie
Miles

23                 Merle & Donna
Messer

2 Sarah Fields 

4 Brian Meiners

8 Lynda Meyers

10    Pete Phillips

11            Aloha Cunningham

15 Ed Miles 

16                 Sally Hammonds

24 Keygan Abney

24                             PJ Chagan

24 Jackie Towns

27 Carole Love

28                             Jeff Mullis

29                           Darci Davis

29                      Deanna Davis

30                         Ron Nichols

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:  $245,235  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:  $231,840

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    - $3,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for August:     81  AM    45  PM    

The apostle Paul tells briefly of 
his experience of heaven and the 
glory of Christ.  It was there that 
he beheld the unfolding of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ- 
and specifically, the mystery of 
the Church was revealed to 
him.  He then “returned” to the 
dark and fallen world where for 
the rest of his life, he labored 
passionately to teach and 
explain to the faithful ones this 
great mystery and to expand the 
Kingdom of God by building the 
Church.  From time to time in 
his writings, it seems as though 
the glory he experienced there 
washes over him again and he 
breaks out into a doxology of 
praise.  One such doxology is 
found in I Timothy 1:17 “Now 
unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be 
honor and glory forever and 
ever". (KJV)

This is the scripture upon 
which our hymn, “Immortal, 
Invisible, God Only Wise” is 
built.  It was written by Walter 
Chalmers Smith (1824-1908).  
Born and educated in Scotland, 
he was a minister in the Scottish 
Free Church.  He was a prolific 
writer of verse, but this hymn 
is his only remaining work in 
use.  As is the case with many 
writers, he wrote for release of 
the burdens of his work.

The tune we sing with 
“Immortal, Invisible” is based 
on a traditional Welsh ballad 
of the nineteenth century and 

published as a hymn tune by 
Welsh choral minister John 
Roberts in 1839.

 The theme we see in the text 
of “Immortal, Invisible” is light, 
which we see referenced in 
every verse.  Psalm 104:2 says 
that God covers himself with 
light as with a garment.  The first 
verse sets this forth and states 
who God is; the blessed, glorious 
Ancient of Days.  Verse two then 
explains what God is like, that 
he never rests, never hurries, 
and his ways are silent.  Here 
we also see that his justice soars 
high like the mountains and his 
goodness and love is abundant.  
Verse three calls us to worship 
and praise this high and exalted 
God who is so aptly described in 
the glorious text.

Walter Smith’s words 
beautifully fit the context of the 
Paul’s doxology.  We can see a 
parallel in the sequence of the 
hymn as we recall that Paul was 
blinded by the light of Christ and 
later ushered into his presence 
and given a glimpse of the deep 
character of God. The result was 
his life of praise to Christ.

Let us carefully consider this 
beautiful hymn as we embark on 
our study of the book of Judges 
on Sunday nights.  Let us not lose 
sight of the brightness and glory 
of Christ, even as we observe 
the darkness of the fallen world.  
Just as jewels sparkle against a 
dark background, as we see the 

bent toward evil and continual 
sin of mankind, we can also see 
how the justice, goodness and 
love of God even more brightly 
shines.

   Paul was never the same after 
he witnessed the glory of Christ.  
In a similar way, let us pray that 
we would not leave our times 
of worship unchanged as the 
glory of Christ is revealed to us 
through the preaching, singing 
and praying of the eternal 
unchanging word of God.

 IMMORTAL INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

Stewards of God's Gifts
     We, as believers in God and his provision, are called to tithe out of the provisions he gives us. It is crucial to 
remember that everything we have in this world is really not ours but truly belongs to God.  We are just stewards 
of the gifts, talent and monies he has given us.  But it all belongs to God.  And the monies we often cherish so much 
are only temporal things and have no significance when it comes to eternal life.  The things of God are spiritual things 
and those are the things that will matter in the eternal perspective.  God is interested in how we handle His money 
only in the way it reflects our relationship with Him and our love for him, his work, and His people.

     Tithing is simply and act of obedience to God.  If we understand that all this money belongs to God anyway, it 
becomes much easier to give God the first fruits of what we earn.  Tithing is just another way of showing God that 
we trust Him with the finances in our lives and to demonstrate we are totally dependent on Him and we do not love 
money more than we love God (see Malachi 3:10-12). 
     During these unprecedented times of dealing with this pandemic it is even more important than ever that we 
remain faithful to our God and continue to tithe to His chruch.  Doing this demonstrates faith in God that even 
during times of crisis we are faithful to His word and we have no doubt He will be faithful in sustaining us.      JV & RT

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our 

eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the 

Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name 

we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as 
light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou 
rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high 
soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of 
goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father 
of light,

thine angels adore thee, all veiling 
their sight;

all praise we would render; O help 
us to see

'tis only the splendor of light hideth 
thee!

Christian
Ed.

Ref.: Biblical Church Government by Don 
Clements and The Shepherd Leader by 
Timothy Witmer.

The Office of Elder

Stewardship

Elder
Continued


