God’s Sovereign Saving Grace
Total Inability – Unconditional Election - Definite Atonement - Invincible Grace
Conversion - Justification - Adoption - Sanctification – Perseverance - Glorification
The Doctrine of Adoption: In regeneration, God gives new spiritual life within. In justification,
God gives a right legal standing before Him. In adoption, God makes us a part of His family.
What is Adoption?
Adoption means “to be placed as a son.” It is more than just a legal standing or even a
change of nature – it is to become a part of God’s family, which includes all the rights and
privileges of that relationship. This is a family, however, that we are not born into… rather, the
Father of this family willfully and purposefully must bring us in.
• Ephesians 1:5 “…he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will…”
• 2 Corinthians 6:18 “…and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to
me, says the Lord Almighty."
A Bigger Definition:
“For the sake of His only Son, Jesus Christ, God has been pleased to make all justified
persons sharers in the grace of adoption, by means of which they are numbered with, and
enjoy the liberties and privileges of children of God. Furthermore, God's name is put upon
them, they receive the spirit of adoption, and they are enabled to come boldly to the throne
of grace and to cry 'Abba, Father'. They are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by
God as by a Father. He never casts them off, but, as they remain sealed to the day of
redemption, they inherit the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation.” (1689 Confession)
When Does Adoption Take Place?
Adoption takes place at the same time as our salvation. It is true that there are some
passages which speak of all men being God’s children as He is their Creator, but adoption is
more than this.
• Acts 17:27-28 “Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his
offspring.’”
• John 8:41-44 The Pharisees answered Jesus: “We have one Father—even God.” Jesus said
to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here.
I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is
because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, and your will is
to do your father's desires.”
Adoption takes place at conversion.
• John 1:12-13 “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.”

God’s Sovereign Saving Grace
Adoption Results in a Change in the Way God Relates to Us
Now God thinks of us as sons and Himself as our Father…
• Galatians 4:7 “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God.”
Now God loves us:
• 1 John 3:1-3 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are.
Now God takes care of us:
• Matthew 6:31-33 “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
Now God disciplines us for our good…
• Hebrews 12:5-6 "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son
whom he receives."
Adoption Results in a Change in the Way We Understand and Live Life
Now we have an inheritance in heaven with Jesus… HOPE
• Romans 8:17 “…and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”
Now we are led by the Holy Spirit… FAITH
• Romans 8:14 “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”
Now we gain assurance of salvation… CONFIDENCE
• Romans 8:16 “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God”
Adoption Should Result in a Change in the Way We Relate to Each Other
• 1 Timothy 5:1-2 “Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father.
Treat younger men like brothers, older women like mothers, younger women like sisters,
in all purity.”
Adoption Should Result in a Change in the Way We Live in the World
• Ephesians 5:1-2 “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
Adoption Should Result in a Change in the Way We Present the Gospel
“It is proper to offer men justification, adoption and gift of the Spirit, if they will but embrace
Christ as he is freely offered in the gospel.” Sam Waldron, 171-172.

