Discussion Questions for August 23  Sermon: Romans 1:8-15

1. Eric mentioned in the sermon that Paul does ask believers to emulate him in both his doctrine and deeds. Read Philippians 4:9; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:9. How does Paul’s call for believers to emulate himself spur us to obedience as ministers of the gospel?

2. We learned in this message that Paul was fervent in his preaching and prayers on behalf of the saints. Read Romans 12:10-13; Ephesians 6:18-20. How do these verses motivate you to be fervent in your service to the Lord?

3. Paul had to trust in God’s will and timing for his planned visit to Rome (Rom. 1:10). Look up Psalm 37:5-7; 40:1-3; Acts 21:10-14. How do these passages instruct us to trust in God’s timing and will? How does the Acts passage inform us in understanding our “freedom” within the will of God?

4. In Romans 1:11 we learned that Paul’s desire was to “strengthen” or “establish” the Roman Christians in their faith by preaching the word to them. Read Romans 12:2. How are Christians to be transformed and how does this relate to the teaching of the word of God (cf. Col. 1:28; 2 Tim.3:15-17)? Notice that in Romans 12:2 a “transformed mind” is able to “discern what the will of God is…” God has a revealed will (what is known from the Scriptures) and a decretive (hidden and providential) will. Which will was being referred to in Acts 21:14? Which will is being referred to in Romans 12:2? 

