
Introduction to the Book of Revelation
by Eric Douma

www.GospelofGraceFellowship.org 1

Presented by Eric Douma

www.GospelofGraceFellowship.org

¡ Historicist School
¡ Futurist (Historical Premillennialism)
¡ Futurist (Dispensational Premillennialism)
¡ Partial Preterist School(s)
¡ Idealist School
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Proper Interpretation
1. Dating
2. O.T. background
3. Interpretation/Structure

Why does it matter?
¡ Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those 

who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 
things which are written in it; for the time is near. 
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Christian Reconstructionism (Theonomy):
David Chilton, Gary Demar, Kenneth Gentry

1. Believers will “Christianize” the planet – bringing in 
the K.O.G. and then Jesus returns.

2. Revelation paints a very pessimistic view

3. Revelation must be fulfilled in 70 A.D.

4. Revelation must be written by 67 A.D.
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95 A.D. 
¡ External: “For it was seen, not long ago, but almost 

in our generation, near the end of Domitian’s reign” 
(Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 5.30.3).

¡ This date is corroborated by: Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Victorinus, Eusebius, and Jerome.
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Other Evidence for 95 A.D.
1. John left Israel for Asia Minor during the Jewish 

revolt of 66-70 A.D. (Merril Tenney, Gospel of John, 
EBC, 9:10).

* This simply does not give enough time for John to 
get to Asia Minor, be established, get in trouble with 
Nero, and then be banished all prior to Nero’s death 
in 68 A.D.!
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2. Laodicea was devastated by an earthquake in A.D. 
60-61. There simply is not enough time for the 
Laodiceans to have rebuilt their city, have a church 
established, and then have the church turn apostate 
in 5 years.

* Reconstruction of Laodicea lasted through the rest of 
Nero’s reign and for some years thereafter (Hemer, 
Seven Churches, pp. 192-94).
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3. Internal Timing Indicators:
The Book Ends of Revelation

Rev. 1:1              “en tachei”                Rev. 22:6
Rev. 1:3                  “eggu”                   Rev. 22:10

¡ Preterists insist “soon” or “near” means by 70 A.D.
¡ Preterists insist Rev. 20:7-22:21 is still future.

Dilemma: Accept either full preterism or futurism! 
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¡ Of the 404 verses in Revelation, 278 allude to the O.T. 
(More than any other N.T. book)

¡ Order: Daniel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Psalms, Genesis

Daniel 2:28a, 44 “However, there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days…In 
the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom 
will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an 
end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.” 
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Daniel 9:1-2 In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over 
the kingdom of the Chaldeans—in the first year of his 
reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the 
years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to 
Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 

Jeremiah 25:11 This whole land will be a desolation and a 
horror, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. 
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The Six Promises:
Daniel 9:24  Seventy weeks have been decreed for 
your people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make 
atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to 
anoint the most holy place.

¡ qathosh qathashim = holy of holies – 39 times in O.T. 
always refers to the temple!
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Preterist View: 
70 weeks = (458 B.C. – 33 A.D.)
(1) Seven Weeks 458 B.C. - 409 B.C.
(2) Sixty-Two Weeks 409 B.C. - 26 A.D.
(3) One Week 26 A.D. - 33 A.D.

Preterists claim that the “anointing of the most holy place” 
(Daniel 9:24)  is Jesus’ baptism.
1. A seven year ministry is far too long
2. Holy of holies never refers to a person in the O.T.
3. Jesus is not cut off during the 70th week (vs. 26a)!
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Daniel 9:25 “So you are to know and discern that from 
the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and 
moat, even in times of distress. 

1. Decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (Neh. 2:3, 5)
2. Notice Messiah comes after 7+62 weeks BUT BEFORE 

70th week!
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Daniel 9:26-27 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the 
Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people 
of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the 
end there will be war; desolations are determined. “And he 
will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but 
in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and 
grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come 
one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one 
who makes desolate.” 
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“The text also indicates that the seventieth seven 
would not follow the sixty-ninth immediately. For 
example, Christ’s crucifixion (“Anointed One … cut off,” 
v. 26) and the subsequent destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70 (v. 26) would occur after the sixty-ninth seven, 
but not during the seventieth seven (v. 27), revealing a 
gap between these sevens.”

Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, p. 269)
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1. Daniel used literal numbers taken from Jeremiah 25:11 
and used literal numbers himself.

2. Neither Maccabean or Preterist proponents do justice 
to the literal nature of the 490 years.

3. Only 1 out of six promises made in Daniel 9:24 has 
been literally fulfilled – necessitating future fulfillment.

4. Christ never made a covenant for just 7 years.
5. There is textual and historical evidence for a gap 

between the 69th and 70th week.
6. The last 7 years is still future!
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1. Historical approach
2. Idealist approach
3. Preterist approach
4. Eschatological – Future approach
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1. Apocalyptic Genre: Uses symbols and imagery to 
convey information (Idealist, Historical).

2. Epistolary: Letter written for a purpose.
3. Prophetic: Forthtelling and foretelling.
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1. The Book of Revelation is primarily a prophetic 
book:

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those 
who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 
things which are written in it; for the time is near 
(cf. 22:7, 10, 18, 19).
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2. The book of Revelation is obviously looking forward 
to the future of Daniel’s 70th week for 3 reasons:

¡ (1) Revelation 1:1 is built off of Daniel 2:28:
• Daniel 2:28 LXX …ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐπ ̓ἐσχάτων τῶν ἡμερῶν.
• Revelation 1:1 …ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει…
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¡ (2) Revelation 6 is built off of Jesus’ Olivet Discourse:

• Matthew 24:21-22 For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. Unless 
those days had been cut short, no life would have 
been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days 
will be cut short. 
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¡ The worst days will cause the death of 1/3 of 
humanity
¡ The death of 1/3 of humanity has not yet occurred
¡ The worst days have not yet occurred

¡ The worst days ever will occur in the future
¡ Revelation refers to the worst days ever
¡ Revelation refers to what will occur in the future

22

www.GospelofGraceFellowship.org

Revelation 6 Matthew 24 Mark 13 Luke 21
False Messiahs, False 
Prophets

2 5,11 6 8

Wars 2-4 6-7 7 9

International Discord 3-4 7 8 10

Famines 5-8 7 8 10

Pestilences 8 11

Persecution-Martyrdom 9-11 9 9-13 12-17

Earthquakes 12 7 8 11

CosmicPhenomena 12-14 11
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¡ (3) Revelation 1:19 declares that the book looks to 
future events:
Revelation 1:19 Therefore write the things which you 
have seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which will take place after these things.

1:1-20         Past Vision
2:1-3:22      Present Condition
4:1-22:21    Future Expectation
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1. Words and phrases should be taken in a straight 
forward way unless there are “tip offs” pointing 
towards symbolism (i.e., O.T. background, or 
specifically stated by John).

¡ Revelation 20:2 …And he laid hold of the dragon, the 
serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years
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Revelation 20:3-6 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut 
it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; 
after these things he must be released for a short time...And I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of 
their testimony of Jesus… and they came to life and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is 
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a 
part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has 
no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will 
reign with Him for a thousand years.
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Revelation 1:12, 16 Then I turned to see the voice that 
was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands… In His right hand He held seven 
stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged 
sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 
strength.
Revelation 1:20 As for the mystery of the seven stars 
which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 
seven churches.  
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2. The structure of the apocalypse points to God being 
responsible for all of the seal, trumpet, and bowl 
judgments.

¡ Revelation 4:5 Out from the throne come flashes of 
lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And 
there were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 

28

www.GospelofGraceFellowship.org

Storm Theophany from Throne Room (4:5)
¡ 7th Seal (8:5)
¡ 7th Trumpet (11:19)
¡ 7th Bowl (16:18)

Conclusion: All these judgments are the 
wrath of God!
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3. Revelation builds heavily off of the Old Testament. 
Timeless principles true then are true still!

¡ Revelation 6:8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; 
and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades 
was following with him. Authority was given to them 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and 
with famine and with pestilence and by the wild 
beasts of the earth (Deut. 32:24-25; Ezek. 14:21).
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