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The Works of the Flesh Are Obvious

Galatians 5:19 (HCSB)

Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, moral impurity,  promiscuity

Ø The flesh in this context is the whole person 
oriented to self-will and self-indulgence 

Ø This describes what our conflict is against 
(Gal. 5:17)

ØPagan religions often used these in their services 
(1Cor. 6:15, 16) 
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Works of the Flesh Include Spiritual Sins

Galatians 5:20a (HCSB)

idolatry,  sorcery,  . . . 

Ø “Idolatry” means idol worship used in a religious 
service in formal (latria), priestly worship

ØSorcery is pharmakeia which denoted the use of 
drugs. 

Ø This implied seeking an altered state of 
consciousness, drug or no drug
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Works of the Flesh Include Motives of the Heart

Galatians 5:20b (HCSB)

hatreds,  strife,  jealousy,  outbursts of anger,  
selfish ambitions,  dissensions,  factions,

Ø “hatreds” can be translated “hostilities”
Ø Jealousy is ze_los which implies, when used in a 

vice list, misplaced zeal
Ø “selfish ambition” denotes self-interest and was 

used of politicians seeking office
Ø “factions” can be translated “heresies”
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Works of the Flesh List Is Not Exhaustive

Galatians 5:21a (HCSB)

envy,  drunkenness, carousing,  and anything 
similar. 

Ø “envies” implies ill-will toward someone because 
of their perceived advantage

ØDrunkenness was part of pagan love-feasts 
(1Corinthians 11:21)

Ø “Carousing” denotes riotous parties where people 
revel in wicked behavior.
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There Are Eternal Consequences

Galatians 5:21b (HCSB)

I tell you about these things in advance—as I told 
you before—that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Ø The true eschatological kingdom is characterized 
by righteousness (2Peter 3:13)

ØGod gives substantial freedom now and total 
freedom in the eternal kingdom
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ØChristians are not to live like the pagans

ØWorks of the flesh are obvious, not hidden away 
in the so-called subconscious mind

Ø The problem is so severe that only God can 
change it
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1Peter 4:3-5 (HCSB)
For there has already been enough time spent in 
doing what the pagans choose to do:  carrying on 
in unrestrained behavior, evil desires,  
drunkenness, orgies,  carousing, and lawless 
idolatry. So they are surprised that you don’t 
plunge with them into the same flood  of wild 
living—and they slander you. They will give an 
account to the One who stands ready to judge the 
living and the dead.

Do Not Live Like the Pagans

ØWe cannot integrate the gospel and paganism
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1John 3:9-10 (HCSB)

Everyone who has been born of God does not sin,  
because His seed remains in him; he is not able to 
sin, because he has been born of God. This is how 
God’s children—and the Devil’s children—are made 
evident…

Christians Have Substantial Victory Now

Ø “Does” is present, active, indicative in the Greek
Ø “Evident” is the same word translated “obvious” in 

Galatians 5:19
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Jeremiah 17:9, 10, 14 (NASB)

The heart is more deceitful than all else And is 
desperately sick; Who can understand it? “I, the 
Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to 
give to each man according to his ways, 
According to the results of his deeds.” . . . 
Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; Save me 
and I will be saved, For You are my praise.

Only God Can Change the Heart
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