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Love Is the Primary Christian Virtue

Galatians 5:22a (HCSB)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace . . . 

Ø The flesh list is called “works” the Spirit “fruit”
Ø The Holy Spirit produces fruit in Christians
Ø If this fruit is lacking, we need to question the source
Ø Joy characterizes Messianic salvation and peace is 

the Hebrew idea of shalom
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Christians Are to Be Patient and Kind

Galatians 5:22 b (HCSB)

patience, kindness, goodness, faith,

ØPatience is macrothumia (longsuffering or slow to 
anger) and is an attribute of God

ØKindness is also an attribute of God
Ø “Faith” in this context means “faithfulness”
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The Law Cannot Produce Christian Virtues

Galatians 5:23 (HCSB)

gentleness, self-control.  Against such things there 
is no law.

ØGod’s Spirit produces a gentle demeanor 
(2Timothy 2:24, 25).

ØSelf-control is in contrast to unbridled passions of 
the flesh

Ø Law-works will not produce good fruit
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The Crucifixion of the Flesh

Galatians 5:24 (HCSB)

Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Ø The fruit of the Spirit comes through crucifixion, 
not law-works

Ø This is not a higher order experience for some, 
but it is true of all Christians

Ø Those who belong to Christ cannot live 
according to the works of the flesh
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Keeping in Step with the Spirit
Galatians 5:25, 26 (HCSB)

Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the 
Spirit. We must not become conceited, provoking 
one another, envying one another. 

Ø Those who belong to Christ are the same ones 
who live in the Spirit

Ø “follow” the Spirit is stoicheo_ the cognate of 
stoicheia (Gal 4:3, 9) Either: under the hostile 
powers or: keeping rank with the Spirit

ØProvoking means “to challenge” i.e. “trash talk”
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Ø The “already” of the kingdom of God is 
characterized by peace and joy

ØA gospel church cannot be an angry church

Ø The kindness of God is revealed in the gospel
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Romans 14:17. 18 (HCSB)

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,  
but righteousness, peace, and joy  in the Holy 
Spirit. Whoever serves Christ in this way is 
acceptable to God and approved by men.

Peace and Joy Characterize the 
Kingdom of God Now

Ø “Righteousness” in this context means “ethical 
righteousness”

ØPeace and joy are fruits of the Spirit and signs of 
the presence of Messianic salvation
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Exodus 34:6 (HCSB)

Then the LORD passed in front of him and 
proclaimed: “Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate 
and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful 
love and truth,”

God Is Slow to Anger and We Should Be Too

ØAnger toward others does not adorn the gospel 
(James 1:19, 20)

ØGod is both transcendent and immanent (Isaiah 
57:15)
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Titus 3:4-6 (NASB)

But when the kindness of God our Savior and 
His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, 
not on the basis of deeds which we have done 
in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

The Kindness of God Is Revealed in the Gospel
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Ø “Appeared” is epiphauno_ which implies to shine 
upon (we have the word “epiphany”)


