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Romans 1:16-17 1

Last time - 1:15 Paul is eager to preach the 
gospel to those in Rome.

1:16a “For I am not ashamed of the gospel…”
1:16b “For it is the power of God for 
salvation…”
1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed…”

Next time - 1:18 “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven…”

Romans 1:16-17 2

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  

§ “gospel” =  the good news regarding God’s 
salvation found in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.
§ “the power of God for salvation” = God alone 

has the power to save (Deut. 5:15; Isaiah 43:11).
§ “to everyone who believes” = (knowledge, 

assent, trust)
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Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
“BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY 
FAITH.” 

§ “the righteousness of God”
1. An attribute of God (justice/faithfulness)
2. Status given by God to believers
3. An activity of God

§ “from faith to faith” = “nothing but faith”
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1. True righteousness is exclusively a gift given 
by God and is accessed through “faith alone 
in Christ alone.”

2. We must not be ashamed of God’s “narrow 
path.”

Romans 1:16-17 5

Humanity’s Dilemma:
1. God is righteous and just (Psalm 89:14)
2. All people are unrighteous (Romans 3:10)
3. God must punish the unrighteous (Ps. 5:4; Rom. 6:23)
4. Good works are insufficient (Is. 64:4; Gal. 2:16)

Works:
Atonement: God given

Righteousness: from within

Grace:
Atonement: self made

Righteousness: from without

Two Different Systems:
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Biblical doctrine: Imputed righteousness         
Unbiblical doctrine: Infused righteousness

Psalm 130:3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who could stand? 

1. If God counted all iniquities, then no one could stand.
2. Some people do stand!
3. Therefore – God doesn’t count all iniquities.

Psalm 32:1-2a How blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered!  2 How blessed is the 
man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity…
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Genesis 15:6 Then he believed in the LORD; and 
He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Reckoned (Rom. 4:3) = logizomai – “to keep 
records of commercial accounts, involving both 
debits and credits—to put into one’s account, to 
charge one’s account, to regard as an account” 
(Louw-Nida).

Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT 
THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 
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Isaiah 59:8 They do not know the way of peace, 
And there is no justice in their tracks; They have 
made their paths crooked, Whoever treads on 
them does not know peace. 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he 
should go, even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.

§ “in the way he should go” = “in his way”
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Matthew 7:13-14 Enter through the narrow 
gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad 
that leads to destruction, and there are many 
who enter through it.  14 For the gate is small 
and the way is narrow that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it. 

Mark 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and 
My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of 
His Father with the holy angels.


