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Romans 1:18-20

Vs. 18 People deserve wrath because they 
suppress the truth.
Vss. 19-20a People are culpable – God is 
revealed by creation.
Vs. 20b All are without excuse!
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Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

§ Rom. 1:24 “Therefore God gave them over in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 
would be dishonored among them. 

§ Rom. 2:5 “But because of your stubbornness and 
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.”
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Romans 1:19 …because that which is known about 
God is evident within them; for God made it evident 
to them.  

§ “within them” = better rendered “among them”
§ “evident to them” = God revealed Himself through 

creation (vs. 20)

1. Paganism: Immediate/false
2. General revelation: Mediated/only damning
3. Special revelation: Mediated/can be saving
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Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse. 

§ “invisible attributes” = include God’s eternal power 
and divine nature.

§ “eternal power and divine nature” = contrasted later 
with the finite idols of man’s creation (1:23, 25)

§ “so that they are without excuse” = result/purpose

Romans 1:18-20 5

1. Rejection of God’s existence is foolish and 
evidence of man’s depravity.

2. We must know, beyond all doubt, that there 
is no “innocent man.”

3. We must know that all people deserve God’s 
wrath.
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Romans 1:19 …that which is known about God is 
evident within them; for God made it evident to them.

Psalm 10:4 The wicked, in the haughtiness of his 
countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, 
“There is no God.”   

Psalm 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no 
God.” They are corrupt, they have committed 
abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. 

Psalm 19:1-2 The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day 
pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
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The Atheist’s Absurdity: Out of nothing, nothing 
comes!

Romans 1:20 …His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made…

“There is no God”

Self creation is absurdFinite Universe 
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Romans 1:20 …so that they are without excuse. 
John 3:19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than 
the Light, for their deeds were evil. 

God’s Revelation and Man’s Response:
1. General revelation: Man suppresses it
2. Divine revelation: Man suppresses it

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness…
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Romans 2:1-2 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone 
of you who passes judgment, for in that which you 
judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who 
judge practice the same things.  2 And we know that 
the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who 
practice such things. 

Luke 23:41 “And we indeed are suffering justly, for we 
are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 


