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 "Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify 
another" (Romans 14:19). Christians are encouraged 
to edify one another. The word edify means "to build 
up." We get our English word edifice (or building) 
from it. Edify has the connotation of instructing and 
uplifting, especially morally or spiritually. This is part 
of the ministry of the local church and a reason all of 
us should be actively connected in this way.
 Daily we should ask ourselves, "How can I grow 
spiritually as a believer, and how can I help others to 
grow as well?"
 Someone has observed that there are two kinds 
of people in this world: givers and takers. While that 
may be true, we could add that there are also either 
builders or destroyers, those who edify and those who 
tear down. I'm reminded of the teaching in Proverbs 
14:1 that "Every wise woman buildeth her house: but 
the foolish plucketh it down with her hands." It is much 
easier to destroy than it is to build.
 There are several tools we have in our spiritual 
toolbox to help us be edifiers. First, we have our 
example or testimony. In Romans 14, Paul is dealing 
with disagreement among believers about what 
Christians should or should not eat. He discusses the 
topic and concludes "...that no man put a stumbling 
block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way." 
Don't let your example destroy someone else. It 
is sometimes difficult to determine what to do in 
various circumstances, but if we live by the principle 
of "edifying" instead of "tearing down," our choices 
will be purposeful, thoughtful, and unselfish. Others 
are watching our example. "Let not then your good be 
evil spoken of..." (v. 16)

 Another tool among our resources is our speech. 
Our words carry weight. Ephesians 4:29 teaches that 
our speech should be "good to the use of edifying, that 
it may minister grace to the hearers." Our words are 
building up or tearing down. "But speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up into Him in all things" (Ephesians 
4:15) should be the Christian's mantra. Someone has 
said that "love without truth is hypocrisy, and truth 
without love is brutality." To "speak evil of no man" is 
a good rule by which to live.
 God has equipped us by His Spirit with divine 
enablements (spiritual gifts) by which to serve Him 
and edify others. As we serve the Lord and His Church, 
using our opportunities and resources to minister, we 
will be exercising our gifts. The guideline given by the 
Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:26 is to "Let all things 
be done unto edifying."
 None of this can be adequately achieved apart 
from the knowledge and practice of the Word of God. 
Paul said to the Ephesian pastors, "And now, brethren, 
I commend you to God, and to the Word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified."
 We do not live unto ourselves or for ourselves 
alone. We have been left here to sojourn among our 
fellow pilgrims, and to help them grow and progress 
as we march to Zion.
 During World War I in Strasbourg, a statue of Christ 
was marred. Both of His hands were gone. A sculptor 
offered to repair the statue, but those in charge opted 
to leave it as it was. One of them was reported to have 
said, "Our broken statue touches the spirits of men in 
that He has no hands to minister to others except our 
hands. He inspires. We perform." A poem was added: 
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Grace to You – weekdays at 5:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Questions and Answers – Weekdays at 7:15 a.m.

Portraits of grace – weekdays at 5:45 p.m.

In 1969, after graduating from Talbot Theological Seminary, John MacArthur came to Grace Community 
Church located in Sun Valley, California. The emphasis of his pulpit ministry was the careful study and verse-
by-verse exposition of the Bible, one passage at a time. Realizing some members were too ill to attend 
services, one man in the congregation saw an opportunity and began recording John’s messages. By 1973, 
cassettes were circulating throughout the church and beyond. To meet the demand, one of the volunteers, 
Rick Draa, was hired full time. In 1977, seemingly by accident, a few sermon tapes found their way on the 
air in Baltimore, Maryland, and Grace to You radio was born. Then, Christian radio was blossoming into a 
powerful, personal conduit for feeding people’s hunger for God’s Word. To many today, the half-hour of 

John's teaching is a supplement to their strong local church. For others, it is a lifeline.

In the early years, the fledgling ministry of Grace to You was carried out by part-time volunteers. As John 
began writing, Grace to You became the launch pad for developing, editing, and distributing his books and 
study guides. Thanks to a loyal family of supporters, Grace to You became an independent, self-funded, 
nonprofit company in the early 1980s. God eventually allowed the resources of Grace to You to go beyond 
U.S. borders with offices throughout the English-speaking world including Canada, India, and Europe. The 
Grace to You website (gty.org) and the free Bible and sermon apps offer an endless supply of articles, videos, 

and study materials. All of John’s messages can be streamed or downloaded without charge.
This year, Grace to You radio celebrates fifty years of ministry, reaching major population centers with biblical 

truth. 

Grace to You television airs weekly on WAY-TV, Channel 47-1 and is available for free on the Internet worldwide. 
Since completing his first best-selling book in 1988, The Gospel According to Jesus, John has written nearly 
400 books and study guides, including Our Sufficiency in Christ, Strange Fire, One Perfect Life, and One 
Faithful Life. In 2015 the MacArthur New Testament Commentary series was completed. In its thirty-three 
volumes, John takes you detail by detail, verse by verse, through the entire New Testament. The MacArthur 
Study Bible, the cornerstone resource of his ministry, is available in English, Spanish, Russian, German, 
French, Portuguese, Italian, Arabic, and Chinese and is also available as an app for smart phones and other 
portable devices. This all-in-one spiritual library contains John’s personal notes on the Bible text as well 
as study resources including articles, charts, diagrams, illustrations, and maps, which provide important 

background information on the cultural, geographical, historical, and language aspects of the Bible.

John and his wife, Patricia, live in Southern California and have four married children and fifteen grandchildren.

Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today,

He has no feet but our feet 
To lead them in the way;

He has no tongue but our tongue
To tell men how He died.

He has no help but our help
To bring them to His side.

 Thank you for helping us here at WGIB in the 
ministry of edification. May Jesus Christ be praised.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb


