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 "Giving thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Ephesians 5:20). 
 The Apostle Paul gives us very specific instructions 
in the matter of thanksgiving. He is describing the 
Spirit-controlled believer and what that looks like in 
day-to-day living: not being controlled by substances 
that would mar one's actions or testimony, but rather 
praising and worshiping God the Father in song and 
heartfelt gratefulness. This teaching should be lived 
out by everyone who names Christ as Savior and Lord.
 First, we notice the timeliness of thankfulness. 
When should we be thankful? Always! "Giving thanks 
always." There is never a time or situation or condition 
when the follower of Christ should not exhibit 
thanksgiving. Psalm 68:19 says, "Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily loadeth us with benefits." He never stops 
providing our needs. He never slumbers nor sleeps. He 
is always watching, guiding, guarding, and providing 
for His own. The songwriter reminds us of this:

Day by day and with each passing moment,
Strength I find to meet my trials here.

Trusting in my Father's wise bestowment,
I've no cause for worry or for fear.

He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what He deems best,

Lovingly its part of pain and pleasure,
Mingling toil with peace and rest.

(Carolina Sandell Berg)

 Could it be that we tend to focus on and magnify 
the supposed deficits rather than always thanking 
Him for what He has and is providing? Much of what 
He does for us is not perceived with physical sight. 

Our greatest provisions––His grace, care, and eternal 
prospects––cannot be seen with natural sight. Still, He 
deserves our unceasing praise for them.
 Secondly, for what are we to thank Him? Paul's 
instruction covers a vast territory––all things. It is not 
just for pleasant things or so-called "good" things, but 
for all things. God's Word teaches us that "all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose" (Rom. 
8:28). Adrian Rogers relates a story about a couple 
who gave a significant love offering in memory of 
their son who had died on the battlefield. On the way 
home, a wife asked her husband, "Why don't we give 
an offering of an equal amount for our son?" He said, 
"Why? Our son wasn't killed." She replied, "Don't you 
think that's a good reason to give an offering?" (taken 
from Love Worth Finding newsletter) We have an 
infinite number of reasons and incentives for which 
we should readily and continually thank Him.
 Paul tells us how this should be done. In the 
context, he is teaching about the Spirit-filled life. Here 
"filled" in the Greek literally means "controlled by." It is 
an obvious result of the Spirit's control that a believer 
exhibit thankfulness. To be ungrateful is equally an 
obvious sign of not being controlled by the Spirit. We 
are to thank our heavenly Father because, as James 
1:17 tells us, "Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning." 
 Daily, hourly, continually we should lift heart-
felt praise to our heavenly Father in the name of our 
dear Savior and by His Holy Spirit. This is part of the 
sacrifices offered by the believer.
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J.  Vernon McGee

Thru the Bible – weekdays at 10:00 a.m.

Questions and Answers –Saturdays at 12:00 Noon

Sunday Sermon – Sundays at 3:00 p.m.

John Vernon McGee was born in Hillsboro, Texas, in 1904, the son of very poor parents. At age 14, Vernon lost 
his dad to a cotton gin accident, and his mother moved him and his sister to Nashville, Tennessee. Through 
the investment of significant mentors, Vernon was able to attend college and then seminary. After completing 
his education, he pastored churches in Decatur, Georgia; Nashville, Tennessee; and Cleburne, Texas. It was 
in Cleburne that Vernon met Ruth Inez Jordan and fell in love with her at first sight. He proposed on their 
second date, and the two married a year later. Eventually, he and Ruth settled in Pasadena, California, where 

Dr. McGee accepted a pastoral call to the Lincoln Avenue Presbyterian Church.
In 1941, Dr. McGee was persuaded to begin a Sunday radio program, The Open Bible Hour, on just one station. 
It later became High Noon Bible Class, which laid the foundation for the 1967 launch of Thru the Bible as we 
know it today. Dr. McGee recorded the “Sunday Sermon” messages from the pulpit of the Church of the Open 
Door in Los Angeles, where he served as pastor from 1949 to 1970. After cancer surgery in 1965, the doctors 
gave Dr. McGee six months to live. The Lord gave him 23 more years. After retiring, Dr. McGee devoted his 
life to Thru the Bible. He and the Board of Directors planned in advance that the recorded five-year program 
would stay on the air after Dr. McGee’s death. On December 1, 1988, Dr. McGee fell asleep in his chair and 

quietly passed into the presence of his Savior. 
Today, the worldwide ministry of Thru the Bible continues. It was Dr. McGee who coined the phrase, the 
"Bible Bus” to describe the systematic way that listeners can study the whole Bible over five years. The idea 
was that anyone can “hop on the Bible Bus at any stop and ride for as long as they like.” By alternating the 
studies between the Old and New Testaments, the “passengers” can systematically, and in order, travel 
through all sixty-six books of the Bible in five years. Today, Thru the Bible has been translated into over one 
hundred languages and dialects. Listeners are invited to join the World Prayer Team who travel the world 
on their knees praying for the people who hear Thru the Bible in many different countries of the world. Free 
sermon outlines, notes, and a bible-reading schedule of Dr. McGee’s current study are available in PDF 

format on the Internet at www.ttb.org/resources.
For over fifty years, Thru the Bible has followed Dr. McGee's purpose for the daily broadcast which is, “to 
help you and others like you around the world grow closer to God through the systematic study of His Word 
through a five-year journey through the Bible.”  Today, thirty-one years after Dr. McGee’s death, the program 
still follows Dr. McGee’s stated purpose, summarized by the slogan: “To take the whole Word to the whole 

world.”

 Praise is God's due. It is one of the privileges of 
the believer to offer it. Praise transforms us from 
self-centered, grasping "users," to worshipful, giving 
servants of the Lord. "Enter into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be 
thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is 
good..." (Ps. 100:4-5)
 We here at the Where God Is Blessing Broadcasting 
Network are thankful for you, our listeners and 
faithful supporters. We count on your praying for 

us and your gracious monetary support to help us 
in this great gospel endeavor. Please keep in mind 
during this holiday season that WGIB Radio and WAY 
Television are continual gifts to others. We don't 
sell time or air commercials. Would you consider a 
gracious "Thanksgiving" offering for these important 
ministries?

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb


