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Thou hast enough to pay thy fare?
Well, be it so;

But thou shouldst know, 
Does thy God send thee there?

Is that all? To pay thy fare?
There’s many a coin flung lightly down

Brings back a load of care.

 “But Jonah rose up, to flee unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and 
he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare 
thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.”  (Jonah 1:3)
 Jonah was called of God to be a prophet.  He was 
given a specific message to preach to a certain people 
group.  “Now the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah…
arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against 
it; for their wickedness is come up before me.” (Jonah 
1:1-2)  The command was clear and simple.  All that it 
required was the prophet’s obedience.
 But Jonah didn’t like his assignment.  He was afraid 
of the people of Nineveh, who were known for both 
their wickedness and extreme cruelty to their enemies.  
While his fear was natural and understandable from a 
human perspective, it did not change God’s revealed 
will or His Word.
 Whenever God gives a command to obey, He 
always gives His grace to fulfill it.  When Jesus 
commanded a man lame from birth to rise, take up 
his bed and walk, the ability to obey was wrapped 
up in the man’s obedience.  We cannot imagine that 
he would have ever walked had he not believed and 
obeyed the command of God.  (John 5:1-8)
 Jonah took his grudge and ran with it in the 
opposite direction from Nineveh.  Someone has noted 
that while we are free to make choices, we are not 
free to choose the consequences of our choices.  We 
can run from the will of God, but we cannot run from 
God.  The Psalmist knew this.  “Whither shall I go from 
thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou are there.”  (Ps. 139:7-8)
 Notice the results of disobedience in Jonah 1:3.  
Jonah lost the sense, the assurance of God’s presence.  
While He has promised never to leave nor forsake 
His children (Matt 28:20; Heb. 13:5-6), we forfeit the 
feeling of His nearness when we refuse to do His will.  
This is one of the consequences of willful sin.  The 
moment we turn from the will of God and follow our 
own inclinations, we are like a ship tossed upon the 
sea without a pilot.  One of God’s ways of disciplining 
His sinning children is to remove the sense of His 
nearness and blessing.  What an expensive price to 
pay for rebellion!  Sin always has a price tag, and most 

of the time it is costlier than we imagined.
 Jonah not only lost the sense of God’s presence; 
he also lost the peace of God.  Peace is a blessing 
which under-girds an obedient life.  We have peace 
with God through salvation, and we enjoy the peace 
of God by our daily obedience to His will.
 The will of God and the way of the Lord may lead 
us through deep waters and narrow places.  All we 
need to know is that He is with us and will help us 
complete the task.
 Sin destroys the believer’s comfort.  The devil 
hates our peace, and so he stirs us up by accusation, 
temptation, condemnation or deprivation.  Spurgeon 
notes that “Jonah lost everything upon which he might 
have drawn comfort in any other case.”  He could 
not plead the promises of God’s divine protection 
because he was not in God’s way.  He couldn’t pray 
“Lord, as I face these difficulties in the discharge of my 
duty, help me through them and protect your servant 
in the way.”  He could not say, as Abraham’s servant 
testified, “I being in the way, the Lord led me.”  (Gen. 
24:27)  He was reaping the bitter consequences of his 
rebellious choices.  Like the backslider in heart, “he 
was filled with his own ways.”  (Prov. 14:14)
 When we follow in the way of Jonah, God will 
always allow His winds of adversity to crash around 
us, until we realize that it is much harder to not do 
the will of God than it is to bear up under it and yield 
ourselves to it.  There is great blessing in obedience.  It 
isn’t always glamorous to obey, but it will be glorious 
one day.
 Lastly, Jonah lost invaluable, irretrievable time.  
“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.  And let the beauty of the 
Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work 
of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands 
establish thou it.”  (Ps. 90:12 & 17)



 Here at the “Where God Is Blessing” Broadcasting 
Network, we marvel as we recount how over the past 
thirty-eight years, God has upheld this broadcast 
ministry by bringing together a sustaining group of 
faithful supporters. Since that day when this radio 
station went on the air, the WGIB family has worked 
together as a team toward a common goal. The Lord 
Jesus has command us to “go into all the world and 
preach the gospel” to every nation and to “teach the 
things I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19,20).  As 
a non-profit Christian ministry, the chartered mission 
of WGIB is to broadcast the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in obedience to our Lord’s command. This goal is 
reached when God’s people get a vision for how WGIB 
is a powerful tool for sharing the gospel of Christ with 
unbelievers and edifying those who are believers. 
 In the third epistle of John we see an example of 
this teamwork mindset displayed when the Apostle 
John wrote to Gaius, an elder in the early church. 
In verse eight, John praised this congregation that 
actively supported Christian workers when he said, 
"We ought to support people like these that we may 
be fellow workers for the truth” of the gospel. By God’s 
grace, WGIB has been able to continue these many 
years through the many long-term supporters who, 
like this early church, are part of a team of “fellow 
workers of the truth.” Today WGIB continues to be a 
trusted source of gospel preaching and teaching that 
exalts Christ and upholds the inspired, inerrant, and 
authoritative Word of God. 
 Since its beginning WGIB has been sustained by a 
core group of “charter” supporters who believe in this 
radio ministry as it unites the hearts of listeners around 
Christ-honoring music and solid biblical teaching and 
preaching. Over the years, many of these “charter” 
supporters have passed away and gone to receive 

their eternal reward. Today we are asking the Lord 
for a new generation of long-term team members.   
Many team members are needed to share, as they 
are able, a portion of the monthly support needed 
to sustain the escalating costs of maintaining this 
ministry. Someone has said, “Teamwork divides the 
task and double the success.” Individually, we are just 
one voice for Christ. But together, we can multiply our 
voice for the gospel as we support the cost of sending 
its message over the air across northern Alabama and 
through our streaming channels around the world.  
 As a member of the WGIB team, you will probably 
never have an opportunity to meet many of the other 
WGIB family members in this world. But we can be 
encouraged to know that even though the WGIB 
family is not physically together, we are collectively 
making an impact for Christ as each of us support the 
ongoing ministry of WGIB!
 If you are one of our “team members,” we say, 
“thank you.” And we ask you to join us in praying that 
God would send us new WGIB team members this 
year to replace those who are no longer with us. If 
you’re a newer “team member,” we hope you’ve been 
reminded of the far-reaching impact for Christ that 
your contributions are making. And if you’re no longer 
an active supporter, we invite you to consider making 
a new commitment this year with renewed support 
for WGIB. 
 We are humbled to know that God has entrusted 
to us this great opportunity to share God’s Word each 
day to thousands through the “Where God Is Blessing” 
Broadcasting Network. We value each of you who 
partner with us in this gospel endeavor.

Sincerely,
Paul Hancock

From Our Station Manager
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broadcasting ministries.  We could not carry on 
without your prayers and support.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb As we enter this new year, join with us in praying 

for God’s blessing and fruitfulness upon these 
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It may cost what thou knowest not
To bring thee home from there.

–Amy Carmichael


