Reformation Sunday
October 24, 2020 - 5:00 PM
October 25, 2020 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Prelude

“Fantasy on Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”
(Festival Brass)

arr. D. Wilson

“Toccata”
(Organ)

L. Boëllmann

Welcome

*Processional Hymn

“Thy Strong Word”

Hymn 578

(sts. 1, 4 & 5)

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!

*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution
Luther’s questions and answers from the Small Catechism provide us with
catechetical review as well as confession.
Vicar: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Vicar: Do you believe that you are a sinner?
People: Yes, I believe it; I am a sinner.
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Vicar: How do you know this?
People: From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.
Vicar: Are you sorry for your sins?
People: Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God and against my brothers
and sisters.
Vicar: What have you deserved from God by your sins?
People: His wrath and displeasure, temporal death and eternal damnation.
Vicar: Do you hope to be saved?
People: Yes, that is my hope.
Vicar: In whom, then, do you trust?
People: In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.
Vicar: What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
People: He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the
forgiveness of sins.
Vicar: Why should we remember and proclaim His death?
People: First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make payment
for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so
we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and regard them as very
serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone and,
through faith in Him be saved.

Vicar: What motivated Christ to die and make payment for our sins?
People: His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners.
Vicar:

As you believe, so let it be. In the stead and by the command of my Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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Vicar: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*The Hymn of Praise “Thy Strong Word” (stanza 3)

Hymn 578

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

*The Collect of the Day
Vicar:

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on
Your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in Your grace and truth,
protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all
enemies of Your Word, and bestow on the Church Your saving peace;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

The First Reading

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we
will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of
the sea, 3though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their
surging. 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place
where the Most High dwells. 5God is within her, she will not fall; God will help
her at break of day. 6Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the
earth melts. 7The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8
Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the
earth. 9He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and
shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. 10“Be still, and know that I am
God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 11The
LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Second Reading

Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable
to God. 20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing
the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 21But now a
righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of
atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice,
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished - 26he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 27Where, then, is
boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No,
but on that of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
observing the law.
19

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

John 8:31-36

The Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you
are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34Jesus
replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
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[10:45] Children’s Message
*Sermon Hymn

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Hymn 657

A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God Himself elected.
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land All threat’ning to devour us,
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow’r us.
Let this world’s tyrant rage; In battle we’ll engage.
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.
God’s Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it;
For God Himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day.
The Kingdom’s ours forever!

The Sermon “Frederick the Wise Comments on Luther’s Address
to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation from 1520”
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*Confession of Faith - Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article
of the Apostles’ Creed
Vicar:
People:

What do you believe about Jesus Christ?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under
Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives
and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

*Prayers of the Church
Vicar:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion
Pastor:

People:

Words from Luther’s Small Catechism help us to prepare our hearts
and minds to receive Him who comes to us in the Sacrament. What is
the Sacrament of the Altar?
It is the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and
drink.

*Words of Institution
Pastor:
People:

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,”
show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation
are given us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of
sins, there is also life and salvation.

Pastor:
People:

Who receives this sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But
that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But
anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.

Distribution of Holy Communion
Music during the Distribution
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Hymn 621

Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.
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King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away.
At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

“Built on the Rock”

Hymn 645

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.
We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.
Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.

9

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

(Worshipers are self-dismissed to exit after communing.)
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Worship Service Leaders
Saturday, 5:00 PM
The Preacher
The Organist
Communion Deacon
The Post-Communion Blessing
The Lector
The Usher/Greeter Team

Sunday, 10:45 AM
The Preacher/Celebrant
The Liturgist
The Organist
The Sound Technician
The Elder on Duty
The Communion Deacons
Post-Communion Blessing
The Lectors
The Robing Leader
The Crucifer
The Candle Bearers
The Acolytes
The Welcome Team Greeter
At the Welcome Center
The Welcome Team Ushers

The Rev. Charles T. Reich
Wynn Bonner
Jan Struck
Roger Walker
Bill McComb
Don & Connie March

The Rev. Charles T. Reich
Vicar Michael Duffy
Wynn Bonner
Bruce Wales
Janet Pabor
Fred Aceto, Jerry Carter,
Dr. Terry Hostler, Lou Marinelli
Ron Booth, Lou Marinelli
Steve Griffith, Debbie Gaylord
Leah Welter
Mina Ullrich
Steven Reimann, Olivia Zinsmeister
Brayden Carbone, Dakota Van Volkenburgh
Cynthia Butt
Sharon Wilson
Steve Hnatiuk, Barry Walker, Chris Zinsmeister
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