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Managers not Owners 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude  
 
 

Welcome  

 
*Processional Hymn    “Lift High the Cross”  Hymn 837 
 (sts. 1, 4 & 5) 
 

Refrain 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 
 

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 
 *The Invocation, Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Make haste, O God, to deliver us!  
People: O Lord, make haste to help us! 

 
Pastor:   May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him! 
People:  May we say evermore, “God is great!” 
 
Pastor: For Christ is coming soon. 
People: Soon, He will descend from the heavens. 
 
Pastor: Soon, He will raise the dead. 
People: And we will always be with the Lord. 
 
Pastor: He is our help and our deliverer. 
People: O Lord, do not delay! 
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Pastor: Indeed, Christ is coming soon to raise the dead and bring us into 
everlasting life with Him. Yet there are times when we have lived as if 
Christ’s return was not important and not imminent. Yet, our heavenly 
Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 

 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have ignored You and our neighbors in need. We 

have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed by our 
inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might be 
encouraged by Your presence and forgiven of our sin. 

 
Pastor: God hears your confession and has promised to always be with you. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise 
for you and for His sake forgives you all yours sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven. We look for the return of Jesus. 
 

*The Hymn of Praise Hymn 941 
 “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” (sts. 1 & 3) 

 
We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 

The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 
 

You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 

You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 

Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 
The Verse of the Day Psalm 24:1 

“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  
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The First Reading  1 Chronicles 29:10-16 
10David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise 
be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
11Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is 
the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12Wealth and honor come from 
you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt 
and give strength to all. 13Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name. 14But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your hand. 15We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as 
were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16O 
LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a 
temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  1 Timothy 6:17-19 
17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19In 
this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
*The Holy Gospel  Luke 12:35-48 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke , the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
35“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like men waiting 
for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, 
he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 
and wait on them. 38It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 39But 
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understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be 
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 
him.” 41Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” 
42The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? 43It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so 
when he returns. 44I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. 45But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a 
long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the menservants and 
maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46The master of that servant 
will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware 
of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 47“That 
servant who knows his master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what 
his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48But the one who does not 
know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 
From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message 

 
*Sermon Hymn “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  Hymn 851 
 (sts. 1 & 2) 
 

Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand 
To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand. 

 
Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own. 

With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe 

That more happy and more blessed ’Tis to give than to receive. 

 
The Sermon   Stewards Sent to Serve Part 1  “Managers Not Owners”  

 



6 

 

 

*Confession of Faith - Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
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*Words of Preparation   
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Agnus Dei Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Music during the Distribution 
 

(Worshipers are self-dismissed to exit after communing.) 
 
 
 “Just As I Am, without One Plea”  Hymn 570 
 

Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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 “Take My Life and Let It Be”  Hymn 784 
 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee.  
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee. 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 
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 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”  Hymn 643 
 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended. O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 
With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
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