First Sunday in Lent
February 20, 2021 - 5:00 PM
February 21, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*The Invocation and Call to Worship
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Vicar:
People:

Let us ever walk with Jesus.
To see the depths of His love.

Vicar:
People:

To behold the gift of His forgiveness.
To gaze upon the heights of His grace.

Vicar:
People:

To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy.
Today we walk with Jesus to Bethany.

Vicar:
People:

Where Jesus entered the house of Simon the leper.
Mary anointed Him with perfume, preparing Christ for His burial.

Vicar:

*Processional Hymn

“God Himself Is Present”
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him
And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple; All within keep silence;
Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence.
He alone On His throne
Is our God and Savior; Praise His name forever!

God Himself is present: Hear the harps resounding;
See the hosts the throne surrounding.
“Holy, holy, holy!” Hear the hymn ascending,
Songs of saints and angels blending.
Bow Your ear To us here:
Hear, O Christ, the praises That Your Church now raises.
Fount of ev’ry blessing, Purify my spirit,
Trusting only in Your merit.
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Hymn 907

Like the holy angels, Worshiping before You,
May I ceaselessly adore You.
Let Your will Ever still
Rule Your Church terrestrial As the hosts celestial.

*The Confession and Absolution
Vicar:

People:

Vicar:

Approaching God’s altar in worship, it is proper for us to confess our
sins that God may remove our guilt as only He can do. In today’s
Gospel reading, “Mary came up to Jesus with an alabaster flask of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at
table.” Too often, our giving is unlike Mary’s. The sinful world we live in
and our own depraved natures prefer the word “get,” as in: “get even,”
“get back” and “get revenge,” also, “get more,” “get ahead,” and “get
on top.” So we confess:
Merciful Father, we admit that in our sinful natures, we are
consumed with consuming. We are driven by our selfish desires and
passionate about more possessions. Far too often, we are too much
like the stingy disciples and greedy guests, and too little like generous
Mary. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!
Friends in Christ, upon the confession of our sins, God has good news
for us. Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and
death for you and me. He willingly went to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and
Golgotha to pay the price our sins deserved. In Christ’s death and
resurrection, God forgives you completely and loves you eternally.
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins, in the
Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Hymn of Response “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” (sts. 1-2, 6) Hymn 609
Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
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*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Vicar:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Vicar:

Let us pray. Gracious Father, Your Son entered Bethany and raised Lazarus
from the dead before His own resurrection and was anointed by Mary before
His own burial. Prepare our hearts to receive Him who comes to us in Your
Word, that we may journey with Him through death into life everlasting, with
You and the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:

The First Reading

Genesis 8:20-21
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals
and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.21 The LORD smelled the
pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground
because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.
And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.”
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

John 11:1-2, 17-27
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. 2This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.
1

17

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days.18Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed
at home. 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha answered, “I know he
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
26
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27“Yes,
Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to
come into the world.”
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[10:45]The Anthem

“The Alabaster Jar”
(Grace Chorale with Cello)

C. Courtney

*The Holy Gospel
Vicar:
People:

Matthew 26:6-13
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7a
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she
poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 8When the disciples saw this,
they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This perfume could have
been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.” 10Aware of this, Jesus
said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful
thing to me. 11The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always
have me. 12When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me
for burial. 13I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the
world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”
Vicar:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
(Verse 3 lyrics written by Vicar Michael Duffy)

Praise the One who breaks the darkness
With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.
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Hymn 849

Praise the One who blessed the children
With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.
Praise the One who was anointed
From the alabaster flask.
Mary poured out her devotion
Christ preparing for His task
Praise the One who went to Calvr’y
Paid the price for all our sin
He has freed us from our slavery
And eternal life has giv’n.

The Sermon

“Blessed Aromas of Bethany”

Matthew 26:6-13

[5:00]*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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[10:45]Receiving of New Members
*Prayers of the Church
Vicar:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Vicar:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
Amen.

*Recessional Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
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Hymn 924

In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.
Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.
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