Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:00 PM
March 14, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*The Invocation and Call to Worship
Leader:

People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Reader:

“Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl
came up to him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But
he denied it.” (Matthew 26:69-70)

Leader:
People:

Let us ever walk with Jesus.
To see the depths of His love.

Leader:
People:

To behold the gift of His forgiveness.
To gaze upon the heights of His grace.

Leader:
People:

To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy.
Today we follow Jesus to the Courtyard.

Leader:

While Peter watches Jesus answer faithfully and be condemned, he
decides to answer falsely and slip away - until He catches Jesus’ eye.
He weeps bitterly, but all is not lost. God’s grace is amazing.

People:

*Processional Hymn

“Amazing Grace” (sts. 1-3)
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!
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Hymn 744

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

*The Confession and Absolution
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Approaching God’s altar in worship, it is proper for us to confess our
sins. In today’s Gospel reading, deep in his heart, Peter knew who he
was before God: a sinner in need of God’s grace. Instead of running
away, our Lord invites us to confess our sins to Him with the promise
that He will remove our guilt, as only He can do. So we confess:
Merciful Father, in light of Your holiness, we see ourselves as we
really are. We are guilty. We have had impure thoughts and unclean
lips. We think too highly of ourselves and too little of others. We
wander astray and become strangers to righteousness. Deal with us
not as we deserve, but according to Your mercy. Not because we are
worthy, but because You are gracious. Lord have mercy! Christ have
mercy! Lord, have mercy!
Friends in Christ, upon the confession of our sins, God has good news
for us. Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and
death for you and me. He willingly went to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and
Golgotha to pay the price our sins deserved. In Christ’s death and
resurrection, God forgives you completely and loves you eternally.
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins, in the
Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The Hymn of Response “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

Hymn 915

(sts. 1 & 4)
Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door,
What should we do without You When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.

*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray. Merciful and mighty Father, like Peter we can make great
boasts, “Even if I must die with You, I will not deny You.” (Matthew 26:35)
When we fail and fall, and get lost in guilt, restore to us the joy of our
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:

The Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 53:8-12
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his
descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression
of my people he was stricken. 9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in
his mouth. 10Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and
though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and
prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11After the
suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their
iniquities. 12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will
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divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and
was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The New Testament Reading

James 2:8-13
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as
yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are
convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “Do not
commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but
do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 12Speak and act as those who
are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without
mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over
judgment!
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[10:45]The Anthem

“Peter’s Denial”
(Grace Chorale)

T. Long, A. Pote

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Matthew 26:69-75
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

69

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You
also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 70But he denied it before them all. “I
don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 71Then he went out to the
gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow
was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know
the man!” 73After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said,
“Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.” 74Then he began to
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call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”
Immediately a rooster crowed. 75Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had
spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he
went outside and wept bitterly.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
(sung to alternate tune)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain
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Hymn 575

The Sermon

“Guilt Gets Us, but God’s Got Us”

Matthew 26:69-75

*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Holy Communion
*Words of Preparation
*Words of Institution
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*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*Agnus Dei

Page 163

Distribution of Holy Communion
(Worshipers are self-dismissed to exit after communing.)
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Music during the Distribution
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Hymn 425

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

Hymn 611

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not.
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Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.
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Hymn 643
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