Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2021 - 5:00 PM
March 21, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*The Invocation and Call to Worship
Leader:
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Reader:

“Pilate said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called
Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let Him be crucified.’” (Matthew 27:22)

Leader:
People:

Let us ever walk with Jesus.
To see the depths of His love.

Leader:
People:

To behold the gift of His forgiveness.
To gaze upon the heights of His grace.

Leader:
People:

To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy.
Today we walk with Jesus to Pilate’s Judgment Hall.

Leader:

Where the decision and indecision is made, “Take Him yourself and
crucify Him.” (John 19:6)
So that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.

People:

*Processional Hymn “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

Hymn 427

(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o’ertake me, Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.
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*The Confession and Absolution
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Approaching God’s altar in worship, it is proper for us to confess our
sins that God may remove our guilt as only He can do. In today’s
Gospel reading, a notorious prisoner is set free and our innocent Lord
is condemned to die. God worked this out as His plan, that He might do
the same for us today. Therefore, let us not try to hide our guilt, but
admit it, that God may remove it, for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ.
So we confess:
Forgiving Father, though we do not like to admit it, we are sinners
much like Barabbas. Born dead in our transgressions and sins, we are
doomed to perish. Blinded by the god of this age, our finest deeds
are soiled with sin. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have
mercy!
Friends in Christ, upon the confession of our sins, God has good news
for us. Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and
death for you and me. He willingly went to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and
Golgotha to pay the price our sins deserved. In Christ’s death and
resurrection, God forgives you completely and loves you eternally.
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins, in the
Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Hymn of Response “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”
(sts. 1, 3 & 5)
Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my sov’reign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as I?
Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in
When God, the mighty maker, died
For His own creatures’ sin.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away:
’Tis all that I can do.
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Hymn 437

*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Vicar:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Vicar:

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, the people of Israel were set free from
the chains of Egyptian bondage. For Jesus’ sake, Barabbas was set free
from Roman execution. So set us free from every prison that shackles
and binds us, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:

The First Reading

Exodus 14:22-29
and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on
their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s
horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24During the last
watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the
Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25He made the wheels of their
chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said,
“Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the
waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”
27
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back
to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into
the sea. 28The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen - the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of
them survived. 29But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a
wall of water on their right and on their left.
22

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

Galatians 5:1, 13-14
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 13You, my brothers and sisters,
were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature;
rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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[10:45]The Anthem

“Who Could Have Imagined?”
(Grace Chorale)

D. Wagner

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Matthew 27:11-23
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are
you the king of the Jews?” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. 12When he was
accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate
asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14But
Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge - to the great amazement of the
governor. 15Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner
chosen by the crowd. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called
Barabbas. 17So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do
you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he
knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 19While Pilate
was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a
dream because of him.” 20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 21“Which of the two do
you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered.
22
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. They all
answered, “Crucify him!” 23“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn

“My Song Is Love Unknown”
(sts. 1, 4 & 5)

My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I That for my sake
My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
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Hymn 430

Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
Themselves displease And ’gainst Him rise.
They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes
That He His foes From thence might free.

The Sermon

“Pilate’s Judgment Hall”

*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Vicar:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
Amen.

*Recessional Hymn “Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go”
(sts. 1, 2 & 4)

Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true king.
King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings;
Kingship with Him His servants gain;
With Christ the Servant-Lord of all,
Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign.

Christ’s are our lips, His Word we speak;
Prophets are we whose deeds proclaim
Christ’s truth in love that we may be
Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s name.

Postlude
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Hymn 920
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