Palm Sunday
The Rite of Confirmation
March 28, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation stands.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*The Invocation and Call to Worship
Pastor:
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Pastor:

“As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the village
ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.’” (Matthew 21:1-2)

Leader:
People:

Let us ever walk with Jesus.
To see the depths of His love.

Pastor:
People:

To behold the gift of His forgiveness.
To gaze upon the heights of His grace.

Pastor:
People:

To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy.
Today we walk with Jesus as He rides a donkey.

Pastor:
People:

From Bethphage He makes His way to Jerusalem.
He does it for us and our salvation. “Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” (Matthew 21:9)
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*Processional Hymn

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (sts. 1, 3-5)

Hymn 442

(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor To You, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel And David’s royal Son,
Now in the Lord’s name coming, Our King and Blessèd One. Refrain
The multitude of pilgrims With palms before You went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems Before You we present. Refrain
To You before Your passion They sang their hymns of praise;
To You, now high exalted, Our melody we raise. Refrain
As You received their praises, Accept the prayers we bring,
O Source of ev’ry blessing, Our good and gracious King. Refrain

*The Confession and Absolution
Pastor:

People:

Approaching God’s altar in worship, it is proper for us to confess our
sins that God may remove our guilt as only He can do. In today’s
Gospel reading, the crowds were quick to speak of faith, but slow to
live it out. They shouted “Hosanna!” in the beginning of the week but
“Crucify Him!” at the end. Too often, we have done the same. So we
confess:
Most Merciful God, there are numerous transgressions for us to
confess. Our greed and our grasping, our pride and our pretense, our
harsh words and condemning judgments, our backbiting and
badmouthing, our willful disobedience and ongoing trespasses, our
ignorance of sins we don’t even know, our lame excuses and our
fickle faith. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!
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Pastor:

Friends in Christ, upon the confession of our sins, God has good news
for us. Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and
death for you and me. He willingly went to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and
Golgotha to pay the price our sins deserved. In Christ’s death and
resurrection, God forgives you completely and loves you eternally.
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins, in the
Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Hymn of Response

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

Hymn 443

Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to His breast,
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of earth and heaven Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children Should on His bidding wait.
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing;
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.
Oh, may we ever praise Him With heart and life and voice
And in His blissful presence Eternally rejoice!

*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Vicar:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Vicar:

Let us pray. O God, Your prophets foretold our King’s coming: we give
You thanks for fulfilling Your Word. Remind us of the day Your Son
entered Jerusalem. Bless us, and grant that we may rejoice in His
salvation in the heavenly Jerusalem; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
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People:

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

(Please be seated.)

The First Reading

Zechariah 9:9-10
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your
king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and
the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will
proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the
River to the ends of the earth.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

Philippians 2:5-11
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death - even death on a cross! 9Therefore God exalted him to
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
5

Lector:
People:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Anthem

“Hosanna to the King Who Comes”
(Grace Chorale)
5

L. Larson

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Matthew 21:1-11
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring
them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them,
and he will send them right away.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken
through the prophet: 5“Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 6The disciples
went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the donkey and the
colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those that
followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!” 10When Jesus entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11The crowds
answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church

*Sermon Hymn

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” (sts. 1-3)

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road,
With palms and scattered garments strowed.
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Hymn 441

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The angel armies of the sky
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

The Sermon

“Bethphage and the Royal Levy”

The Confirmation Hymn “Christ Be My Leader” (st. 1)

Hymn 861

Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.
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Carldayle Marques Brantley
Jacob Richard Garrison
Sadie Ann McIntee
Kennedy Nicolle Miller

Robert Vincent Miller
Micaiah Stephen Rickenberg
Lillian Grace Witcher
Olivia Anne Zinsmeister
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*The Hymn of Commitment “Christ Be My Leader” (sts. 2 & 3)

Hymn 861

Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting not sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for ourselves, for all who remember our Lord's Passion, death
and resurrection this week, for all the Body of Christ, and for all people
according to their needs.
(The congregation may sit or kneel.)

Pastor: Lord Jesus, You entered Jerusalem to take up Your final steps to the cross.
You came as a conquering, yet humble, King. Your victory was won through
Your death on the cross and Your triumphant resurrection. You came not to
be served, but to serve, and to give Your life as a ransom for many. Jesus,
humble King,
People: Help us to follow in Your footsteps.
Pastor: Lord Jesus, help us by Your Spirit to serve others as You served and
sacrificed Your life for us. Work through our hands and eyes and hearts to
bring comfort and hope to those in need. We especially pray for...Jesus,
humble King,
People: Help us to follow in Your footsteps.
Pastor: Lord Jesus, we live now in Your kingdom, yet we long for the day when we
will see You return in glory as King and Judge. Until that day, help us to be
faithful servants and citizens of Your kingdom. Jesus, humble King,
People: Help us to follow in Your footsteps. Amen.
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*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Collect for the Church
Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace, and we ask you not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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*THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

Hymn 922

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”(sts. 1 & 4)
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing You are My own.
I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.

The Postlude

Blessings to the Confirmation
Class of 2021

10

Participants in the Worship Service
Sunday, 10:45 AM
The Preacher
The Rev. Charles T. Reich
The Liturgists
Vicar Michael Duffy
The Organist/Choir Director
Wynn Bonner
The Sound Technician
Rodney Steffen
The Elder on Duty
Jennifer Smith
The Lectors
Carl Locke, Cynthia Butt
The Robing Leader
Julia King
The Crucifer
Mina Ullrich
The Palm Bearer
Brayden Carbone
The Candle Bearers
Steven Reimann, Dakota Van Volkenburgh
The Acolyte
Lauren King
The Greeters
Jake McGee with Liam & Desmond
At the Guestbook
Kathleen McGee
The Ushers
Steve Hnatiuk, Dr. Ken Rogers, Larry Walker, Chris Zinsmeister
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