Third Sunday in Lent
March 6, 2021 - 5:00 PM
March 7, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*The Invocation and Call to Worship
Leader:
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Reader:

“Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and He said
to His disciples, ’Sit here, while I go over there and pray.’” (Matthew 26:36)

Leader:
People:

Let us ever walk with Jesus.
To see the depths of His love.

Leader:
People:

To behold the gift of His forgiveness.
To gaze upon the heights of His grace.

Leader:
People:

To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy.
Today we walk with Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane.

Leader:

Where He was betrayed by Judas and arrested by guards of the High
Priest.
So that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.

People:

*Processional Hymn “Lift High the Cross” (sts. 1, 2 & 4)
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
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Hymn 837

*The Confession and Absolution
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Approaching God’s altar in worship, it is proper for us to confess our
sins that God may remove our guilt as only He can do. In today’s
Gospel reading, even after swearing allegiance to Jesus on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples desert Him in the Garden below. So we confess:
Merciful Father, we admit that in our sinful natures, we have rebelled
against Your ways and deserted You at critical times. We try to find
cover in the darkness of deceit and depravity of denial. Our hearts
and our homes have become places of bitterness, back-biting and
blame. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!
Friends in Christ, upon the confession of our sins, God has good news
for us. Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and
death for you and me. He willingly went to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and
Golgotha to pay the price our sins deserved. In Christ’s death and
resurrection, God forgives you completely and loves you eternally.
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins, in the
Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Hymn of Response “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”

Hymn 548

(sts. 1 & 2 - revised)
Thanks to You, O Christ, victorious! Thanks to You, O Lord of Life!
Death has now no power o’er us, You have conquered in the strife.
Thanks because You did arise And have opened paradise!
None can fully sing the glory Of the resurrection story.
You have died for my transgression, All my sins on You were laid;
You have won for me salvation, On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise And shall meet You in the skies.
Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory.

*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Vicar:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Vicar:

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, in earnest prayer to You in the Garden,
Your Son resolved to faithfully do Your will. You gave Him extra
measures of strength to endure betrayal, false arrest and desertion.
Hear our prayers and fill us with Your Spirit, that we might remain
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People:

faithful in the midst of temptation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The First Reading

Isaiah 53:1-5
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed? 2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire him.3He was despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he took up our
infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
1

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-8
Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2for you
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While
people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you, brothers,
are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are all
sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the
darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert
and self-controlled. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk,
get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled,
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[10:45]The Anthem

“They Took My Lord Away”
(Grace Chorale)

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

D. Wagner

Matthew 26:47-56
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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47

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a
large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The
one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49Going at once to Jesus, Judas said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came
for.” Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51With that,
one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52“Put your sword back in its place,”
Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53Do you
think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than
twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that
say it must happen in this way?” 55At that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I
leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture
me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me.
56
But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Hymn 436

Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross.
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.
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The Sermon

“A Rest in the Garden”

*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Vicar:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
Amen.

*Recessional Hymn “All Depends on Our Possessing”

Hymn 732

(sts. 1, 3 & 5)
All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart. They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken And will keep a dauntless heart.
Many spend their lives in fretting Over trifles and in getting
Things that have no solid ground. I shall strive to win a treasure
That will bring me lasting pleasure And that now is seldom found.

Well He knows what best to grant me; All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day. I shall doubt His wisdom never;
As God wills, so be it ever; I commit to Him my way.

The Postlude

7

Worship Service Leaders
Saturday, 5:00 PM
The Preacher
The Organist
The Lector
The Usher/Greeter Team

The Rev. Charles T. Reich
Wynn Bonner
Mike Britt
Linda Davy, Jane Petersen

Sunday, 10:45 AM
The Preacher/Celebrant
The Liturgist
The Organist/Choir Director
The Sound Technician
The Elder on Duty
The Lectors
The Robing Leader
The Crucifer
The Candle Bearers
The Acolytes
The Welcome Team Greeter
At the Welcome Center
The Welcome Team Ushers

The Rev. Charles T. Reich
Vicar Michael Duffy
Wynn Bonner
Rodney Steffen
Lou Marinelli
Steve Nierman, Angie Nierman
Leslie Ladner
Steven Reimann
CJ Brantley, Dakota Van Volkenburgh
Maxwell Ladner, Vera Terry
Victor Smith
Jennifer Smith
Donna Enzor, Carl Rod, Larry Walker

CREDITS

Call to Worship and Prayer petitions adapted from “Jerusalem at Passover” by Arden W. Mead. © 1980/2021 by Creative
Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 1-800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All

rights reserved. Printed in the USA. And “Places of the Passion” by Reed Lessing. © 2021 Creative Communications for
the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Drive, Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414.
www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved
Hymn verse #2 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” by GLWH staff
Benediction adapted by GLWH, based on a prayer 193, LSB Hymnal p. 311.
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, all scriptures taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright@
1973, 1978, 1984, by International Bible Society. Used BY PERMISSION OF International Bible Society.

8

