“Here I Stand” Sunday
Commemorating Rev. Dr. Martin Luther’s stance at the
Imperial Diet in Worms, Germany on April 18, 1521

Third Sunday of Easter
April 17, 2021 - 5:00 PM
April 18, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Pre-Service Music
Welcome
*Processional Hymn “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (sts. 1-3)

Hymn 457

(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution
Pastor:
People:
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Pastor:

People:

Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Hymn of Praise

“This Is the Feast”
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*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray. O almighty and eternal God, You have assured us of the
completion of our forgiveness and new life in You through the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus. You call us Your children through the
waters of Baptism and give us eyes to see Your love for us in Your onlybegotten Son. Give us the will to show forth in our lives the faith we
profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:

The First Reading

Acts 3:11-21
While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and
came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12When Peter
saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do
you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?
13
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before
Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15You killed the
author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16By
faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It
is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete
healing to him, as you can all see. 17“Now, brothers, I know that you acted in
ignorance, as did your leaders. 18But this is how God fulfilled what he had
foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19Repent,
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord, 20and that he may send the Christ, who has
been appointed for you - even Jesus. 21He must remain in heaven until the time
comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy
prophets.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

Hebrews 10:23-25
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
23
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good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Luke 24:36-49
The Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and frightened, thinking they
saw a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in
your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40When he had said this,
he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because
of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44He
said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
Psalms.” 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
46
He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
(sts. 1, 2 & 4)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain
5

Hymn 576

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain

The Sermon

“Grounded and Able to Stand Firm”

*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
Amen.

*Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

*Recessional Hymn

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
(sts. 1-3)

Hymn 660

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross.
Lift high His royal banner; It must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry His army He shall lead
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord indeed.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus; The trumpet call obey;
Stand forth in mighty conflict In this His glorious day.
Let all His faithful serve Him Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose.
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Stand up, stand up for Jesus; Stand in His strength alone.
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer.
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there.
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